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A Selected Play Bibliography 
(Books on display at Let the Children Play Forum) 

  
Bos, Bev &    Tumbling Over the Edge: A Rant for Children’s Play 
Jenny Chapman  Turn the Page Press, 2005, ISBN 0-931793-02-5 
 
Brown, Stuart PLAY – How it shapes the brain, opens the imagination, and 

invigorates the soul 
    Penguin Books, 2009, ISBN 978-1-58333-378-5 
 
Bruehl, Mariah  Playful Learning: Develop Your Child’s Sense of Wonder & Joy 
    Trumpeter Books, Boston, MA, 2011, ISBN 978-1-59030-819-6 
 
Cohen, Lawrence J.  Playful Parenting 
    Random House Publishing, 2001, ISBN 0-345-44286-5 
 
Elkind, David   The Power of Play 
    Da Capo Press, 2007, ISBN 10-7382-1053-6 
 
Heidemann, Sandra  Play: The Pathway from Theory to Practice 
& Deborah Hewitt  Redleaf Press, St. Paul, MN, 2010, ISBN 978-1-933653-73-0 
 
Hirsh-Pasek, Kathy  Einstein Never Used Flashcards (How our children really learn – and 
Roberta Golinkoff  why they need to Play More and Memorize Less) 
& Diane Ever   Rodale Inc. US, 2003, ISBN 1-59486-068-8 
 
Hirsh-Pasek, Kathy  A Mandate for Playful Learning in Preschool 
Et al    Oxford University Press, Inc. 2009, ISBN 978-0-19-538271-6 
 
Johnson, James E.;  Play and Early Childhood Development, 2nd ed. 
Christie, James F.;  Scott, Foresman and Company, Glenview , Illinois,1999 
Yawkey, Thomas D.  ISBN 978-0321011664 
 
Macintyre, Christine Enhancing Learning Through Play:  A Developmental Perspective for 

Early Years Settings 
 David Fulton Publishers 2001, ISBN 1-85346-761-8 
 
Owocki, Gretchen  Literacy Through Play 
    Heinemann,, 1999,  ISBN 0-325-00127-8 
 
Paley, Vivian Gussin A Child’s Work: The Importance of Fantasy Play 
    The University of Chicago Press, 2004, ISBN 0-226-64487-1 
 
Shipley, Dale Empowering Children: Play Based Curriculum for Lifelong Learning 
    Thomson Nelson, 2008, ISBN10—0-17-640719-7 
 
Wasserman, Selma Serious Players in the Primary Classroom:  Empowering Children 

Through Active Learning Experiences,  (2nd Ed) 
Teachers' College Press, NY, 2000., ISBN 0-8077-3986-3 
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Some Online Resources for Learning about Play 
 

Early Returns 
Manitoba’s Early Learning and Childcare Curriculum Framework for Preschool Centres and 
Nursery Schools 
http://www.gov.mb.ca/fs/childcare/pubs/early_returns_en.pdf 
 
Manitoba Parent Zone (Encouraging Your Child to Learn Through Play) 
http://www.manitobaparentzone.ca/fact‐sheets/Learning‐Through‐Play.pdf 
 
Learning Through Play in the Early Years   (a resource book, dramatic play, blocks, sand, etc.) 
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/foundation_stage/learning_through_play_ey.pdf 
 
Play and Exploration:  Early Learning Program Guide  
(a resource document on play from Saskatchewan Education 
http://www.education.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=c711842e‐23aa‐4e82‐b33d‐4a530f8d4b2f 
 
Play and Exploration for Infants and Toddlers 
(a resource document from Saskatchewan Education) 
http://www.education.gov.sk.ca/ELCC/infant‐and‐toddler 
 
Creating Early Learning Environments  
(A supplement to Play and Exploration) 
http://www.education.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=4de38060‐953f‐4922‐9b9b‐1d3bec94400d 
 
Evaluation Suggestions for Kindergarten Programs 
https://www.k12.gov.sk.ca/docs/kindergarten/kindimpr.html 
 
Alliance for Childhood  (Crisis in the Kindergarten; Resource lists, videos) 
http://www.allianceforchildhood.org/ 
 
Let the Children Play: Nature’s Answer to Early Learning 
http://www.ccl‐cca.ca/pdfs/ECLKC/lessons/Originalversion_LessonsinLearning.pdf 
 
Zero to Three: Learning Through Play 
http://www.zerotothree.org/child‐development/play/power‐of‐play‐learning.html 
 

International  Play Association Canada 
http://www.ipacanada.org/children.html 


