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OVERVIEW OF THE POTATO SECTOR IN MANITOBA 
 
 Manitoba's commercial potato industry involves the production of potatoes for the fresh, 

processing and seed markets and is the second largest potato industry in Canada.  
 
 Manitoba's first record of commercial potato production was in 1908 when 20,800 acres were 

harvested. Production levels fluctuated until the early 1960's, at which time more Manitoba 
producers began looking for alternatives to grain.  

 
 Over the years, the area seeded to potatoes has increased as new markets were developed 

across Canada and into the United States and Mexico.  
 
 Manitoba harvests over 80,000 acres of potatoes, much of which is irrigated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yield of Potatoes in Manitoba, 1998 – 2009p
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Production of Potatoes in Manitoba, 1998 – 2009p
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Processing Potatoes in Manitoba 
 
 Over 24 varieties of potatoes are grown in Manitoba.  
 
 The table varieties are mainly Reds, however some Russets and yellow-fleshed varieties are also 

grown for the table.  
 
 The main varieties used for processing are the Russet Burbank and Shepody. A five-year average 

breakdown of the annual potato crop sales shows that 86% of the crop was contracted for 
processing, 7% was table stock and the remaining 7% were marketed as certified seed.  

 
 The Manitoba potato industry has more than 120 producers under contract to produce processing 

potatoes, about 37 growers of the table varieties and another 28 seed potato producers.  
 
 In all, the province's expanding potato industry employs over 1,500 full-time and casual on farm 

workers. 
 
 There are three major potato processors in Manitoba that are responsible for over 1,000 full-time 

positions. Midwest Food Products and McCain Foods process potatoes into french fries and Old 
Dutch processes potatoes to produce potato chips.  

 
 The Russet Burbank variety of potato is the most common variety grown under contract for french 

fry processors which account for the vast majority of acres grown in Manitoba. Naleway Foods 
also processes a small volume of potatoes into ethnic foods, predominantly perogies.  

 
 The Manitoba-based processors have approximately 50% of Canada's French fry production 

capacity and process over 1200 million pounds of potatoes each year.  
 
 These processed goods are exported across Canada and into other countries such as the United 

States, Japan, the Philippines and Panama. 
 
 With large areas of land suitable for potato production and the potential for expanding the 

processing industry, Manitoba could soon become the largest potato producer in Canada.  
 
 Manitoba producers are constantly upgrading to the most modern production and storage 

equipment and techniques available. It has been the cooperation between producers, processors 
and other industry partners that has contributed to the growing success of the potato industry in 
Manitoba.  

 



Potato Prices in Manitoba, 1998 – 2009p
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Value of Potato Production in Manitoba, 1998 - 2009p
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Marketings of Manitoba Potatoes, 1998 - 2009p
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Farm Cash Receipts for Potatoes in Manitoba
1999 – 2009
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Manitoba Exports of Potatoes, 1998 - 2008
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