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INTRODUCTION

Your trees and shrubs need special cate 10 ensure
desirable growth and to prodect them from various
insect and disease problems. There an? several tree
care technigques that can be perdormed by home
creers with some simglbe directions. This pa mphlel
outlines the essentials of pruning weur rees and
shrubs,

PRUMIMNG

Pruning is the practice of cutting back plant growth
at various stages and Himes bo improsve plant bealth,
wigour, appearance, usefulness and safety. Pruning
requires special attention be paid to the following:

*  Plan all cuts thoughtiully, taking inta consid-
eration the averall appearance of the plant
when finished,

= Make all cuts carefully, to allow the cut sur-
face o beal naturally.

*  The hest time ta prune most trees and shrubs
is during the dormant season; mid-October
tafter leal drapt to approximately the end af
April. This allows new growth 10 develop
fully and 10 mature or harden-odf before the
Arowing season ends.

Pruning can: give you a healthier, betterlooking
plant. Moderate pruning can lead 10 3 more vigos-
ous plant with larger blossoms and prealer fruit
production, Severe pruning can kill a plant there-
fore is not recommended. A general rule of thumb
is o remowve not more than 30% of a plant in any
(I ear

Species such as birch and maple ame “blecders”;
that is, they are very susceptible to heavy sap loss
if cut in spring. This can he annoving and unsightly.
The best fime fo prune these plants is from late
spring fafter the leaves have reached normal sizel
1o early fall,

Thiere are e distinet classifications of teees and
shrubs. Pruning techniques for these groups differ
signiticantly due o their growth habits

Deciduous, or hardwood trees, shed leaves every
vear (eg., basswond, maple, ash, poplar, oak,
spiTeas|,

Comterows, or sottwoods, have needles or scalie-
like leaves, often bearing cones (e, sproce,
pine, juniper and cedar),

PRUNING DECIDUOUS TREES
Heading Back

Thix is the pruning practice of culting a stem or
hranch just above a bud, oe cotting a latesal
branch to the nest main sem. See diagram 1.
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Diagram 1

Heading back should b done at a young ape to
train and develop the stroctural growth of the free.
Heading back is done al transplanting time to
compensate for rools |osl during the planting
process. Do mof remove more than one-third of a
branch.

Shearing

Sfp::\an'r'lg is a foem of |'ﬂ:'.'|.1‘||r‘|:|," hack ta 'F\-I'Iﬂl.'ﬂ.' and
control size of shubs into symmetrical, compact

tarms. This 15 a |'||H|'| mainbenance practioe, as il
must hee done several times a year.

Only the newer outer growth can be remaved.
Cutting back into the older growth will result in a
void of green ioliage which may not grow back,
When cufting hedgpes, the uppes podion shoubd he
groarmed o that it is narmower than the bottom. This
allenws sunlight to reach all of the foliage area.

Thinning

Thinning is the selectivie removal or shortening of
branches a1 their point of orgin, w0 increase |ight
penetration and air movemnent in the crown of the
treee, D, diseased, rubbing and wieakly attached
hranches are best removed using this technigue.

Removing Large Tree Limbs

Kemoving heavy branches requires that care be
taken to avaid waring the bark or wood from the
triee frurik as the branch falls. This should be done in
three steps s per Diagram 2.

LARGE LIMB REMOVAL

Crizgram 2



1. The first step is to cut into the branch on the
lower side, about 30 cm from the trunk of the
tree. The cut is made about 1/4 of the way
through or until the saw begins to bind.

2. Next, cut into the top side of the branch about
half way through. This cut is made about 45 cm
from the trunk of the tree and will allow the
branch to break along the fault line. The branch
will fall free from the tree.

3. Finally, removing the remaining stub close to
the trunk as shown in Diagram 3. This cut must
be made at the outside edge of the branch col-
lar. Flush cuts should not be made as they
reduce the plants ability to heal rapidly.

Diagram 3

Pollarding

Pollarding is the arbitrary cutting of a shrub or tree
as opposed to cutting at the site of a bud or branch
This practice is not recommended. It is unhealthy for
the plant, and may cause unsightly gaps in foliage or
a proliferation of vegetative growth. Pollarding is
particularly harmful when major limbs are removed
to restrict tree height. See Diagram 4.



Diagram 4

PRUMNING COMNIFERS

When pruning conifers it is important o wr_'l.:ﬁnir_e
tavre elistinet groups, The fiest group includes spruce,
pine and fir trees; those with a distinct whorbed
branching pattern. These troes seldom reed pruning
except for corrective pruming where damage has
aeeurred.

The second group ol conifers includes cedar and
juniper. They have a grosth pattern similar toodecid-
uous trees and shrubs which allvs more freedorm
im the manner and style you wish to prune.

Spruce, Pine and Fir

Seldom can a branch from this group be proned
without an unsightly gap remaining. Chead branches
ghould be completely removed. Thess troes do not
generate new gronsth with the same vigour az decid-
uous trees. Tip pruning — pinching off new growth

— iis the most effective method to control size and
imerease density, Whether vou are pruning to direct
grosvth ar increase density, confine pruning to new
growvth early in spring.

Diggram 5
Cedars and Junipers

Pruning cedars and junipers requires special atten-
tion not to cut behind the green growth, They should
be pruned every three yoars by oither thinming or
heading hack.

CEDARS & JUNIFERS

The best care you can give your tree s 1o make a
pood, clean, proper cul, Alwavs keep woungds as
simall ag possible fo minmize injury,

It is very important to ensure all wounds will heal
quiickly. When pruning o tree with fireblight or other
diseases, pruning lools must be disinfected between
culs with aleehol or ather dissnfectant. Painting
woinids does not speed up healing, as is commonly
thaught. Products such as paint or shellacs are tosic
tey trees, and may pronte il
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