Manitoba Government

NEWS RELEASE Nkl

Information Services, Room 29, Legislative Building, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0V8 Telephone: (204) 945-3746
Internet at: http://www.gov.mb.ca E-mail at: iservice@leg.gov.mb.ca Fax: (204) 945-3988

August 9, 2000

W DE AREA PLANNI NG TO BEG N
FOR EAST SI DE OF LAKE W NNI PEG

Conservation Mnister GOscar Lathlin has announced that the Manitoba
governnent is initiating the process of wide area planning for land and
resource use on the east side of Lake W nni peg.

Wde area planning is a mjor recomendation of the Consultation on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent | nplenentation (COSDI) Report that was fornmally
adopted by Manitoba Conservation as a central feature of the province's
sust ai nabl e devel opnment strategy on June 29.

"Qur objective is to establish a process, in collaboration with the
public, local comrunities, industry and First Nations, that wll ensure
conprehensive public involvenent in the wi de area planning process for the
east side of Lake Wnnipeg," said Lathlin. "The East Side Planning
Initiative will provide the opportunity to devel op a consensus anong these
interests with a common vision for land and resource use now and in the
future.’

Lathlin said that this initiative is significant because it is the first
specific initiative to arise out of COSDI and will serve as a prototype
for simlar planning in other areas of the province. "The initiative wll
set the standard for public involvenment for wide area planning in the
future.

"Future land and resource allocation and proposed developnents nust
address social, environnmental, health, cultural and econom c needs of
| ocal conmunities, First Nations and various stakehol ders. In order to
address the interests and concerns of these groups, any planning nust be
done in an integrated and co-ordi nated manner."
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The mnister said the planning process will examne sonme of the current
maj or issues and options for the area, including the potential for
expanded tinber harvesting and associated val ue-added devel opnent, all-
weat her road access and a new hydroel ectric transm ssion line through the
regi on.

Under Phase | of the project, a three-nmenber governnent review panel wl]l
be established to consult with First Nations, local comunities, the
public, industry, non-government organizations and others interested in
the future of the area.

Lathlin said the panel wll gather views and make recommendations on
several elenments of the initiative including:

the steps and timng for the planning process;
t he boundaries for the planning area; and

the establishment of an East Side Lake W nni peg Round Table and a | arger
St akehol der Advi sory Committee.

Phase Il of the planning initiative calls for the round table and advi sory
committee to develop a work plan, conduct public neetings and provide
recomrendati ons on a wide area plan for the east side of Lake W nni peg.

Lathlin said the public is encouraged to participate and provide their
i nput regarding the developnent of an appropriate process to facilitate
the planning initiative in late summer/early fall. He said informtion
materials and the support of governnent staff wll be available to the
communities and ot her stakeholders to help in the planning initiative.
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