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The EDI:    - Measuring School Readiness in Manitoba

ÅA census of childrenôs 

school readiness

ÅCollected by K teachers on 

K students

Å120 questions

Å5 developmental areas 

ÅBiennial collection

Å4 waves of provincial data 
(2005/06, 06/07, 08/09, 10/11)



EDI Background

ÅA partnership among:

ïHealthy Child Manitoba Office

ïManitobaôs 37 School Divisions 

ïManitoba Education

ïManitobaôs 26 Parent Child Coalitions 

ïOfford Centre for Child Studies, McMaster University

ÅDeveloped by Drs. Dan Offord and Magdalena Janus at the Offord

Centre for Child Studies in 1998

ÅObjective - a tool to report on populations of children in different 

communities, assess strengths and needs, and predict how children 

will do in school



EDI Background

ÅCollected on a biennial basis within all of Manitobaôs 37 school 

divisions (and some independent schools)

ÅKindergarten teachers complete the EDI questionnaire on each 

Kindergarten student in their classroom

ÅParents are informed of the EDI collection and may request to 

withdraw their child from the EDI

ÅIt takes a Kindergarten teachers 20 minutes to complete the 180   

item questionnaire on each child

ÅThe EDI is collected between February and March which allows the 

teacher enough time to get to know each child in the classroom



What does the EDI measure?

ÅIt provides a snapshot of childrenôs school readiness 

as they prepare to begin grade one

ÅThe EDI is intended to measure childrenôs 

school readiness at a group level ïit is not an

individual assessment tool

ÅReadiness for school is influenced by childrenôs early 

years ïand the family and community factors that 

shape childrenôs early years



What is School Readiness?

A reflection of childrenôs early years and 

the family and community factors that 

shape early childhood development



ÅUsed in Canada since 1999 

with the Understanding the Early Years

project (HRSDC), and province-wide in MB, 

BC, Ontario, Sask and Alberta

ÅFirst ever Pan-Canadian EDI conference

held in Winnipeg (2009) and International 

EDI conference (2010)    

ÅUsed nationally in Australia; partially in the US

(Washington and Seattle), Jamaica, Kosovo, Chile,

Mexico, and New Zealand

EDI Background

National & Global Implementation



EDI Background

ÅPopulation-based measurement of childrenôs readiness for school at 

a group level ïnot an individual assessment tool

ÅReadiness for school refers to childrenôs readiness to learn as they 

transition from K to grade one

ÅReadiness for school is influenced by childrenôs early years ïand 

the family and community factors that shape childrenôs early years

ÅEDI results reflect the strengths and needs of childrenôs 

communities, related to how they prepare children for school



The EDI - forecasting school-age vulnerability
Not Ready on the EDI (2000-2001) and Grade 4 Foundational Skills 

Assessments (FSAs) in British Columbia, 2004-2005
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