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On July 19, 2005, the Department received an Environment Act Proposal (EAP)
on behalf of the Town of Niverville for the construction and operation of a wastewater
treatment lagoon located in SW Section 7-8-4EPM in the Rural Municipality of Ritchot.
Treated wastewater from the wastewater treatment lagoon would be discharged between
June 15th and November 1st of any year into Prefontaine Drain that flows into St.
Adolphe Coulee that flows into the Red River. The wastewater treatment lagoon located
in SW Section 30-7-4EPM in the Rural Municipality of Hanover that currently serves the
Town would be decommissioned.

The proposal and supporting documentation prepared by Cochrane Engineering
Ltd., identified clay soils at the proposed site. The supporting documentation indicated
that the clay soil is expected to meet provincial standards regarding hydraulic
conductivity of soils used for construction of wastewater treatment lagoons.

The Department, on August 9,2005, placed copies of the EAP report in the Public
Registries located at 123 Main St. (Union Station); the St. James Assiniboia Public
Library, the Jake Epp Public Library, Manitoba Eco-Network and the Town of Niverville
office and provided copies of the EAP report to the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency, the Clean Environment Commission, and TAC members. As well, the
Department placed public notifications of the EAP in the Steinbach Carillon on Thursday,
August 18, 2005. The newspaper and TAC notifications invited responses until
September 15,2005.

On September 20, 2005, Manitoba Conservation submitted responses ITom the
TAC members to the appropriate Public Registries. Six TAC responses were received.
There were no comments ITomthe public. Environment Canada and Fisheries and Oceans
Canada indicated that they may have specialist advice. Through a letter of advice dated
August 29, 2005, Fisheries and Oceans provided recommendations for this project. In a
September 22, 2005 letter, Health Canada requested additional information.

On September 26, 2005, Manitoba Conservation forwarded Health Canada's
requests for additional information to the Town ofNiverville for response. On October 5,
2005 the Town's consultant responded to the requests.
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On October 11, 2005, Manitoba Conservation forwarded the response to Health
Canada for review, requesting a response, if any, within three weeks of that date. No
response was received.

On December 2, 2005, Manitoba Conservation requested confirmation of the
proposed method of disposal or alternate use of the sludge from the Town of Niverville
wastewater treatment lagoon that is to be decommissioned. The Town responded on
December 2, 2005 and confirmed that it is their intention to dispose of the sludge at a
waste disposal ground.

At the request of the Town of Niverville, a draft Environment Act Licence was
provided for their review on December 5, 2005. On December 28,2005, representatives
of the Town of Niverville and the Environmental Assessment and Licensing Branch met
to discuss the draft Licence before distributing the draft Licence for TAC review. Minor
revisions to the draft Licence were made.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:

There were no comments from the public.

COMMENTS FROM THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

Historic Resources

No concerns.

Sustainable Resource Mana1!ement Branch

. No concerns.

Transportation & Government Services

. No concerns.

Ecolo1!icalServices Division - Water Stewardship. No concerns.

Water Science and Mana1!ement - Water Stewardship

The Water Quality Management Section is concerned with any discharges that
have the potential to impact the aquatic environment and/or restrict present and
future uses of the water. Therefore it is recommended that the license require the
proponent to actively participate in any future watershed based management
study, plan/or nutrient reduction program, approved by the Director, for the Red
River, Lake Winnipeg and associated waterways and watersheds.




