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Fire Weather Index 

2020 Ending Drought Code
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 The Drought Code (DC) is a measure of 

moisture content in deep, compact 

organic layers and in large fuels (i.e. 

tree trunks).

 Ended the fall of 2020 with high DC in 

parts of the Ag zone.

 The southeast and east of Lake 

Winnipeg ended with average DC, as 

did areas north of Swan River to Flin 

Flon and across to Gods Lake.

 Areas further northern ended 

abnormally wet.



 The Ag zone had significantly below normal precip.

 The southeast and East of Lake Winnipeg was below normal.

 Much of northern MB experienced high snowfalls
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Overwinter Precipitation



Current Snow Depth (April 6th)
 The climatological 1 cm snow depth (dashed line) for April 6 cuts through Swan 

River, to Gimli, Pine Falls and down the MB/ON border.

 However we’re already snow free up to approx. 53rd parallel
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 Tale of two worlds

 South ½ 

 dry, record high starting DC 

values in the AG zone.

 Started the DC for many 

southern stations on March 8th, 

one month earlier than 

normal.

 North ½

 Additional precipitation has 

fallen from multiple systems 

since March 1.

 Expecting to start stations at a 

DC of 15, which is full moisture 

recharge.
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Fire Weather Index 
2021 Starting Drought Code



3 Month Temperature Outlook
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3 Month Precipitation Outlook
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El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO) -

Long Range Outlook

8

 Currently in weak La Niña phase

 Typically means cooler, wetter winter in Canada

 Although not in southern MB apparently.

 There is a 60% chance of a transition to ENSO-

neutral

 Means that there is no particular warm/cool or 

dry/wet pattern

 Next ENSO discussion coming April 8

 Likely no relevant changes for this upcoming fire 

season



Wildfire Outlook for Spring 2021

 South:

 Dry freeze-up, minimal snowfall, 
plus an early & dry spring (D2 Severe 
Drought) are resulting in a very early 
spring fire season.

 Based on the ECCC outlook, we do 
not anticipate any extended relief 
from the predominant pattern.

 North:

 A wet freeze-up and significant 
snowfall is expected to result in an 
average to below average start to 
the fire season.

 As always, the forecast is ‘subject 
to change’ especially as we look 
further ahead into the season.
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Thank You

10


