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A Message from the Premier

As Premier of Manitoba, it is my pleasure to release the second edition of the successful
publication, A Place of Honour: Manitoba’s War Dead Commemorated in its Geography. This
new volume contains family updates of biographical information as well as the addition of over
200 photographs.

It is especially fitting to celebrate the reprinting of this volume during 2005, the Year of the
Veteran, when Canadians and Manitobans are honouring, remembering and teaching our
youth about the contributions and sacrifice of our Veterans. Readers will recognize that many
of the stories found herein are based on the memories of Veterans who left friends and
comrades behind on foreign battlefields.

This year also marks the 60th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, a war that
claimed the lives of more than 4200 Manitobans. Their sacrifices are remembered here through
brief biographical sketches provided by families and friends. Each entry serves to witness the
impact of those losses on families and on society — both then and now.

Again, congratulations to the staff and volunteers of the Manitoba Geographical Names
Program for the maintenance of these records and their continued diligence in bringing this
edition to completion. It is also recognized that the impetus for this work comes from the
families themselves and they are to be thanked for their valued contribution. This publication
is being widely read for general interest as well as for research and educational purposes today
and will be for generations to come.

On behalf of the Government of Manitoba, I trust you will enjoy this publication and will take
a moment to reflect upon the sacrifices of our fellow Manitobans and Canadians in preserving
the freedom we enjoy today.

The Honourable Gary Doer
Premier of Manitoba
Winnipeg, 2005




A Message from the Minister

Manitoba, with its wealth of lakes, islands, bays and other natural geographical features, is
proud of its efforts to commemorate those citizens who died during war service preserving a
future for the life we cherish today.

During the last thirty years, the Province has provided more than 3000 families with attractive
commemorative name certificates identifying the geographical feature named after their loved
ones. As a result of this and the research of volunteers and staff, we have received hundreds
of letters, photos and biographical sketches submitted by families keeping memories alive.

Information extracted from original handwritten letters home, diaries and log books, was
compiled with photos and stories into this publication -- A Place of Honour. It gives readers
a unique and personal perspective of life during the war and the personal experiences of those
directly affected by it. Some readers may be shocked to learn how young many of them were
—never having an opportunity to reach beyond their hopes and dreams, to start careers, to raise
families and to enjoy retirement. Instead, they gave up all they had for what we enjoy today.

I take this opportunity to thank the families for their support in providing the material to share
with current and future generations. Manitoba is committed to the stewardship of all the
documentation received and will continue to acknowledge such further contributions to the
geographical names records.

I congratulate the Manitoba Geographical Names Program staff for their expertise and
dedication in this initiative and on the completion of this second edition of a living and lasting
memorial to those who lost their lives in war for the sake of our peace and liberty.

S St

The Honourable Stan Struthers
Minister of Manitoba Conservation
Winnipeg, 2005
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Foreword

This publication is dedicated to the families of those Manitobans
who lost a loved one as a casualty of war. Our Province has
recognized their sacrifice in the commemorative naming of more
than 4,200 lakes, islands, bays and other geographical features after
them.

‘We will remember them’ is a promise too often taken for granted.
This book has been compiled in an effort to help current and future
generations understand the determination and at times, the plight of
the soldiers, as well as offer an insight into the impact of their loss
on families and communities. We are opening a window on their
lives to show readers that these war casualties were real persons and
not just war statistics.

After the end of the Second World War, the Geographic Board of
Canada, now known as the Geographical Names Board of Canada,
established a policy of using the names of decorated casualties for
any unnamed geographical features for mapping and resource
development purposes. When initiated in the late 1940s, this
commemorative naming program included advising the next-of-kin
of the naming of a feature after their relative. The Board used the
addresses given by the service personnel on the date of enlistment,
but this practice had to be discontinued as these addresses became
more and more out of date over the years. The resumption of peace
time mapping programs by the Federal government soon resulted in
the depletion of the decorated casualty list. In 1955, the Board
adopted the policy of using any of the casualty names whether
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decorated or not. When Manitoba’s member of the Board received
the copy of the casualty list in 1955, 36 decorated and 32
undecorated casualty names of the 3,714 service personnel had
been applied.

In 1972, Manitoba began issuing a full-colour Commemorative
Name Certificate to next-of-kin on request as tangible evidence of
the official naming of a feature after their loved ones. This was
often the first contact with the family of a casualty.

By 1992, only about half the World War II casualty names had been
applied to geographical features. To treat all those on the list fairly,
it was decided in 1994 to complete the naming of geographical
features after the rest of them. During this project, over 400
additional Manitoba casualties were identified — those who had
enlisted in other provinces or with the Royal Air Force.
Subsequently, the project continued to grow to include nearly 2,000
additional names applied during 1994-95, the naming of features
after the 37 Korean War casualties in 1998, 17 Merchant Mariners
in 2001 in addition to the seven Victoria Cross winners from World
War L.

Since the last commemorative initiative began in 1994, a corps of
staff and volunteers have made a special effort to contact as many
of the families as possible and more than 1,000 families were
contacted during the first year. To date, 2,995 of the 4,252 families
have been located and provided with Commemorative Name
Certificates. The initial certificate continues to be provided free of
charge to the eldest next-of-kin, while duplicates for other members
of the family or friends are available at a nominal charge.

As the number of family contacts increased, so did the submission
of photographs, hand-written stories and biographical details of
soldiers to our office. At first, I wasn’t entirely sure what we might
do with them, beyond committing to the families that when the time
was right, we would share their stories with fellow Manitobans and
Canadians for public interest, educational purposes and most
importantly, to remind readers of the price of war.

With the success of the publication Geographical Names of
Manitoba, the availability of a qualified editor, the growing
collection of photos and documentation, together with the support
of the Department Executive, the time was now most certainly
right. Staff, volunteers and family contacts agreed. This project
was destined to be completed during the lifetime of the remaining
families and friends who still remember the last goodbyes, who still
love and grieve.

This is a much overdue work, an awesome work. Everyone that is
more than 50 years old has had the privilege to live in and amongst
a generation of heroes. Most of us are now realizing, unfortunately
in many cases too late, that it’s important to recognize our relative,
neighbour, family friend or fellow employee who, in some way,
participated in one of the most violent episodes in the history of
civilization.

I grew up on a farm near the town of Erickson and as a child, stood
at attention at the Cenotaph on a cold Remembrance Day service in
1956. Like most of my fellow classmates, I found it difficult to
understand why so many people were in tears. I understand now
that it was because that small town and its surrounding district lost
19 sons to the Second World War. Many veterans returned home to
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establish farms, other businesses and to raise families. Some were
scarred for life — seldom talking about the war even to family and
friends. Yet they were determined more than ever to forge ahead on
behalf of their fallen comrades. I consider myself very fortunate to
have known them — as community leaders, neighbours and family
— for two of them were my uncles, John and Leslie Nylen. I now
regret not asking them more questions about their experiences so I
could be more cognizant of the role they played during the war and
to thank them for the wonderful life we all cherish today.

This book will help put faces to those who, until now, were just
names on a community cenotaph. It causes you, the reader, to
witness first hand the tragedy of war in the words of the soldiers,
brothers and sisters and the commanding officers. Your heart will
feel for the families — just imagine putting yourself in the shoes of
a father whose son was, in 1942, studying medicine at the
University of Manitoba and you are so proud. He goes to war and
you later receive a letter from his Commanding Officer saying “...
a finer death in battle has never taken place.” Your son was already
a Lieutenant when he was killed — he was just 20 years old. What
would he have been today if he had survived?

These young men and women have been commemorated by the
naming of lakes, islands, bays, and other geographical features. To
some families, it has been a source of comfort in providing a form
of closure to those still grieving. This becomes evident each time
we receive a call or letter from a family member saying: “It makes
me happy to know there is some geographical feature named for
him, thus honouring his life which he gave to his country.” Most of
them were so young, still in their teens — I quote one brother’s
insight:

... young men and women grew up fast and had to, some with no teenage

life and some with no opportunity to have or raise children. Perhaps this

generation will take heed of the past and take heart in the future as

freedom is not a right, but a privilege that from time to time may have to
be defended.

This message has been brought home to us in the last weeks and
months, first with the horrific events of September 11, 2001 and
now as [ write this message, Canadians are laying to rest ‘four of
our own,” killed in the war against terrorism in Afghanistan.

Now, with this generation we renew our pledge to remember them.
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Introduction

This is not a military history. Innumerable histories have been
published since the end of the Second World War focusing upon
Canadian casualties, specific branches of the service and various
military campaigns. Some of these appear in the bibliography. The
source of information on these men and women is not primarily
historical, archival or military. It is the families and friends of these
people, and in some cases, the words of the casualties themselves
as expressed in their letters and diaries. In describing these times
and events on a personal or familial level, it becomes apparent that
the loss of these men and women continues to be felt throughout
our province and indeed, throughout the world.

In connection with various Millennium events in recent years,
numerous discussions have centred upon the most important or
influential historical events and people of the last 100 or 1000
years. The World Wars seemed conspicuously absent. Yet there is
no denying the magnitude of the human drama they represented,
whether it be measured in the toll in human life or the lasting
geopolitical consequences.

Immediately after the war, people returned to their former lives and
many seemed eager to forget about it. Despite his earlier
popularity, Winston Churchill was elected out of office only months
after the cessation of hostilities in Europe. More than five decades
later, it is difficult for many to comprehend what drove so many
men and women to enlist. Pre-war Canada was suffering the effects
of the Great Depression and men like Gladstone’s Harvey Bounting
and Morden’s James Lewis travelled far and wide in search of
employment, “riding the rails” and helping at neighbouring farms
at harvest time. Stonewall’s Franklin Murray even rode his bicycle
to Geraldton, Ontario to find work in the mines. One particularly
Canadian theme is that of young, unemployed men making their
way to England before the war to enlist in the RAF. In Canada, it
was necessary to have a university education or a private pilot’s
license to become an air force pilot — qualifications beyond the
financial means of most. The RAF had no such restrictions, and a
Canadian candidate’s status as a British subject meant that they
could learn a useful skill at no charge.

The Canadians in the RAF were indeed a sort of “lost legion” whose
exploits were seldom communicated to their homeland. Yet when
Canadian forces were only beginning to mobilize, the “Can-RAF Boys”
were carrying this country’s name into the earliest battles of the Second
World War. In the Battle of France, 1940, they served in scores. Few
Canadians remember them today (Halliday 1970).

But it would be a grave disservice to suggest that enlistment was
viewed largely as an economic opportunity. John Bissett of
Winnipeg and Ross Fahrni of Gladstone were practising lawyers
when they enlisted. Sammy Sheps was celebrating the receipt of
his fee for his first legal case, but enlisted two days after Canada
declared war. Dr. Arthur Hay was a practising physician in
Winnipeg and had recently been awarded the Gold Medal in
Surgery while Dr. Wendell Kippen had just begun his medical
internship at Winnipeg General Hospital. Henry Fargey of La
Riviere was a recent civil engineering graduate employed in the
mines at Sherridon. Winnipeg’s Thomas Cook played for the
Winnipeg Blue Bombers for a year before enlisting and was
expected to be “one of the future Bomber greats.” Ralph Webb re-
enlisted after having distinguished himself during the First World
War and serving two terms as Mayor of the City of Winnipeg.

Not only careers were left behind; families were as well. One
would expect that a married person might be less inclined to hazard
the dangers of active service. Charles Doyle of Winnipeg felt that
it was precisely because he had a wife and family that he had all the
more reason to fight. His daughter later learned that every time he
trained new troops to go overseas, he would ask to go as well — he
hated to send such young men overseas while he remained behind.

Men and women showed a remarkable determination to enlist for
active service. Winnipeg’s Edward Wright managed to join the
RCAF at age 15; he was already a veteran of the Army and
Merchant Navy. With his death on active service a year later, he is
believed to be the youngest Commonwealth airman to lose his life
in the Second World War. So eager was Shoal Lake’s Ellis McLeod
to join the Air Force that at the age of 16, he ordered several copies
of his birth certificate to practise altering it. Ernest Alexander of
Winnipeg, on the other hand, was a veteran of the First World War.
The only way he could qualify for active service was by claiming
that he was ten years younger than he really was. The position of
Observer on a air crew demanded almost perfect vision. Lloyd
Webster from Roland managed to become a navigator/observer
despite being nearly totally blind in one eye; he memorized the eye
chart and thus passed the vision test.

This enthusiasm and determination is at least partially rooted in the
origins of the people themselves. Many enlistees had been born in
countries currently overrun or threatened by invading armies.
Many others were born to parents from those places and also felt
something of a patriotic duty to defend their ancestral homelands.
Aileen Small, a school teacher at Lac du Bonnet wrote a regular
newsletter to troops overseas from her area. One included the
following:

Hello Soldier: The big day came, D-Day, June 6, a date we will all
remember. I felt close to tears that day, yet thrilled too, at the thought that
this is the beginning of the end. At school we had two minutes silence
and prayers. We listened to the King’s message broadcast from London.
The little ones didn’t quite know what to make of it all but the older
children seemed properly impressed. We sang: “There’ll Always be an
England” (13 June 1944).

Joseph Gertel was also motivated by very personal reasons: “You
know damn well that the Jews have a great stake in the outcome of
this war and I don’t think that any of us should be hesitant in doing
his share to the best of [his] capacity.”

Most Canadians are familiar with the names of some of the major
battles in northwestern Europe and Italy, but Canadians — and
Manitobans in particular — were engaged in happenings world-wide
from Alaska to the Caribbean and from South Africa to the Orient.
Furthermore, they distinguished themselves in some of the most
pivotal events of both World Wars. McCreary’s Allan Angus, and
MacGregor’s Mark Brown became Canada’s first two “aces”
during the Second World War. Together with ten other young
Manitobans, they took part in the Battle of France and the
subsequent Battle of Britain during which the threat of an invasion
of Britain was at least temporarily averted. Vernon Byers from Flin
Flon and Harvey Glinz from Winnipeg’s Rathgar Avenue were two
of the airmen who had been hand picked from all over the
Commonwealth and America to join No. 617 Squadron (the Dam
Busters) for the raid on the Ruhr dams. This squadron became the
most heavily decorated in RAF history. At the age of 18,
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Stonewall’s Alan McLeod became the world’s youngest winner of
the Victoria Cross when it was awarded to him in 1918. That same
year, Billy Barker from Dauphin and Winnipeg became the most
heavily decorated serviceman of the First World War. The now-
legendary secret agent Frank Pickersgill from Winnipeg (formerly
of Ashern) actively collaborated with the French Resistance and
Winnipeg’s Jimmy Wernham was one of the 76 airmen who
escaped from Stalag Luft 3 — the incident better known as The
Great Escape.

If Canada “came of age as a nation” during the First World War, it
joined a community of nations on a more equal footing during the
Second World War. I believe most Manitobans would be surprised
to know the extent to which the people of northwestern Europe feel
indebted to Canada. In France and Holland, local people have in
many cases “adopted” graves of Manitoba war casualties and
continue to tend them over 50 years later. Throughout the German
occupation of France, a local lady living in La Baule dedicated all
her time and energy to maintaining the graves. With money
collected secretly from the generous local people she provided a
cross for the grave of every fallen Allied serviceman, had hedges
planted and employed a permanent gardener to tend the cemetery.
Her devotion to this work was honoured by the award of the King’s
Medal for Service in the Cause of Freedom.

Many others continue to contact Canadian relatives of local
casualties to provide them with photographs and information on
their missing relatives. The parents of Michael Wiwsianski (a.k.a.
Wish) received a letter from Mme. Yve Fortier:
For three years I have unceasingly searched to locate the person who has
the numbers (identification) from the Halifax plane which crashed at
Moncé-en-Belin the 23 May, 1944. My most ardent desire was to contact
the eight families so as to let them know there would be a mother over
here that does not forget them (1947).

The letter was accompanied by a snapshot of the writer placing
flowers at the site of the crash and another photo showing her 17
year-old son, in the uniform of the French air force, standing at
attention on the spot. Thirty years later, Michael Wiwsianski’s
family received a letter from the Moncé-en-Belin Town Council
requesting their permission to use their son’s name for a street in
their village.

Fifty-four years after the death of Winnipeg’s 16 year-old Edward
Wright, the people of Sandon, Staffordshire erected a monument on
the site where his Lancaster aircraft crashed. The ceremony
involved a fly-past by a Lancaster and a Spitfire. Fifty-one years
after his death, the former wife of John Keith Crossing was
contacted by a man from Holland who offered her plane tickets to
Holland so she could pick up a photograph his father had taken of
the Wellington’s crash site in 1942. MacGregor’s William Younie
crashed near Ecquetot, France in 1944. On the 50th anniversary of
the event, his Welsh wife and other family members were invited to
the village for a commemorative ceremony. Arrangements were
subsequently made for the formal “twinning” of Ecquetot and her
Welsh village. Since that time, residents and school groups from
both villages have visited one another.

More than 50 years after the end of the war, the commemoration of
these men and women through the naming of geographical features
is more than a polite gesture to their families. Flying Officer John
Collyer’s son wrote:

v

I have no memories of my Dad as he left for overseas when I was a very
small baby. All I have of him is three letters, some pictures and stories
told me by my Mother and Grandparents. I am very proud of him and
what he and others like him did for this country. These young servicemen
must be remembered for what they did. Too many of today’s youth think
it could never happen to them. As recent events have shown, and as we
older ones know, it can and does happen, all too often.

Frank Foord’s sister wrote that:
With no known grave he has always just been ‘Missing in Hong Kong.’
Now with a spot at last in Canada in his name, he will finally have a
resting place.

John Glover’s sister said:

... there’s a lake named for him in northwestern Manitoba since 1974.
I'm so sorry that his mother wasn’t told of this; she always said she
thought that she would feel better if she knew he had a resting place. All
we know is that he’s in the North Sea.

David Henderson’s widow reflected that:

The Commemorative Names Project ... is a very apt recognition of the
sacrifice David made. I've been thinking for a long time that some
individual memorial should be made for him, as he was one of the many
airmen who were shot down and his body never recovered. [It’s like] a
proper burial.

Edward Jones’ niece phrased it most eloquently:

His death meant that there was no one to carry on the family name and it
ended with his death. And so, it is important and comforting to know
there is a place in Manitoba called Jones Point. The family name did not
die after all.

Families of at least 22 World War II casualties have visited the
geographical features named after their deceased relatives and
erected some sort of permanent marker there. When Mr. Charles
Shiaro died in 2001, his final request was that his ashes be spread
on Shiaro Lake, named after his brother Private Arthur P. Shiaro
who was killed in France in 1944.

A. P. Buchner
Toponymic Projects Officer
Manitoba Geographical Names Program
Manitoba Conservation
1007 Century Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3H 0W4

is dedicated to his brother, Lieutenant Lewis J. McQueen who was killed in
France on his 24th birthday.



Using this Volume

Surname

Verification of the spelling of a casualty’s surname is not always
straightforward. Occasionally, a serviceman would enlist under a
name spelled differently from his/her parents and it is not unknown
for brothers to spell their names differently from one another. In
such cases, the variations are acknowledged by the inclusion of the
notation “(sp.)” after the name. In instances in which a serviceman
enlisted under an alias, this is also indicated. In extremely
problematical cases, the spelling used was based upon the signature
on the enlistment documents or attestation papers.

Rank

The surname is followed by the casualty’s rank. If he/she died
while serving in an Acting status, he/she is afforded the benefit of
the full rank. If a casualty’s position was more commonly known
by a description rather than a rank (e.g., Regimental Sergeant Major
as opposed to Warrant Officer 1), then both are listed.

Given Names

The forenames are usually listed as a full first name with initials. If
a casualty more commonly used a middle name, then that is spelled
in full also. Nicknames are also listed unless they are extremely
common such as Bill for William or Jim for James.

Place of Residence

As may be expected, there is some variation in the grounds used by
servicemen to specify their place of residence. Some used the name
of the place where they were born and raised; others used a more
current but temporary address while a few used the mailing address
of their next-of-kin. Once again, the place of origin used here is
generally that indicated in the enlistment documentation.

Regimental Number

The regimental number is the most reliable method of identifying a
casualty. In some cases, a number could change throughout one’s
service career, as in the case of a promotion to the officer’s ranks.
Many senior ranks, particularly in the land forces, did not use such
numbers.

Military Affiliation

For the Air Force, the squadron number is listed. Many Manitobans
served at the training centres operated by the Commonwealth Air
Training Plan and these are so identified. The military affiliation of
Navy casualties is listed as the name of the ship on which they
served or the shore installation where they were posted. Details of
the sinking of the ship are listed only when they are relevant to the
casualty’s death.

Decoration

Military decoration immediately follows regimental affiliation.
These range from “Mentioned in Dispatches” to the Victoria Cross.
If a decoration was awarded twice it is customarily presented as a
bar to be worn with the original medal (e.g., Military Cross and
Bar).

Date of Death

There are discrepancies between various documents concerning the
precise date of death of many casualties. The sinking of a ship
might result in numerous casualties over a period of a few days.
Similarly, many aircraft were reported missing and no
documentation exists on the fate of the crew. Even official

documents include presumptions of the precise date of death and a
discrepancy of a day is not considered significant for current
purposes.

Age at Death

During the late 1940s and early 1950s, a “Final Verification” form
would be sent to the last known address of a casualty’s next-of-kin
in order to confirm various details for commemorative purposes.
This involved the replacement of temporary wooden crosses with
permanent stone markers. The age of the casualty at date of death
was one of the questions asked. There are more discrepancies
between various sources regarding the age of the casualty than with
any other vital statistic. The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission for example, seems to have often simply subtracted
the year of birth from the year of death, which of course will result
in an “error” of one year 50% of the time. Additionally, it was not
uncommon for young men to add a year or two to their ages so that
they could enlist. In more than one case, this involved “doctoring”
their birth certificates.

Place of Commemoration

The remains of barely more than half of the Commonwealth
casualties of the two World Wars were ever recovered and
identified. The Commonwealth War Graves Commission was
established in 1917 to ensure that all of the dead are commemorated
in a permanent way with no distinctions of rank, race or creed. The
term “‘commemoration” in the present context thus includes place
of burial as well as location of a commemorative monumental
inscription.

Family Members

The “Final Verification” form (see Age at Death above), sent to the
last known address of the next-of-kin would be signed by surviving
family members — generally parents and spouses. Thus, these need
not constitute a complete list of relatives. In many cases the listed
next-of-kin would themselves have passed away or changed
residences since the casualty identified them on his/her attestation
papers. The family members listed here emphasize lineal relations
(e.g., parents, spouses and children) as opposed to collateral kin
(e.g., brothers, sisters, cousins, nephews and nieces).

Geographical Feature Named in the Casualty’s Honour

At the close of the Second World War, the federal government
named a number of features across Canada after decorated
Canadian casualties. This was often done without regard for the
casualty’s place of origin. Thus Manitoba has a number of features
named after casualties who originated in other provinces and
several Manitoba casualties are commemorated by a geographical
feature outside Manitoba. In the interest of inclusiveness and
wherever possible, all Manitoban casualties are included in the
present volume. The lake, river or other feature named after these
men and women is followed by an alphanumeric code throughout
the body of the text (e.g., 64 G/15). This is the map reference in the
National Topographic System (1:50,000 scale) on which this
feature can be found. Reference to the map on page vi will give
some indication of where the lake, hill, bay, etc. can be found.
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A PLACE OF HONOUR

Manitoba’s War Dead Commemorated in its Geography

A

Aandal, Private Ralph B. of Winnipeg
(H 18844). Calgary Highlanders. He died
16 December 1944 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of the
Reverend Martin and Clara S. Aandal of St.
Vital. These are some excerpts from a few of
! his letters home:

I had a nice trip out here. We rode on the train for quite a ways. Then
we got off and rode on camel for miles and miles. The sand is about 40
feet deep. In other words, I am at Shilo (18 April 1944).

Well, I am in Debert, for how long I don’t know. Talk about rain and fog
— you’ve got to blow a whistle when you walk around so you don’t bump
into someone. The training is tough here but I don’t know if we will take
any of it or not. One of the two pips got killed Friday. A mortar bomb
fell short; he was in the way. It makes a neat job. Say hello to pop and
all the kids. Tell pop to brush up on his cribbage. So long, Ralph
(17 September 1944).

I really froze this morning. The Governor General of Canada came to
camp to inspect us. He would come on a day like this, it’s the coldest day
yet. We stood at attention for three hours; my hands were a deep blue.
His wife was with him too. She talked to a few of us. When she spoke
to me I nearly asked her to get me a discharge. At 12 o’clock it was all
over and we got the greatest surprise of our lives. The Governor ordered
our Brigadier to dismiss the troops for the day to catch up on our sleep.
We really cheered the old boy. Iran in the hut and held my blankets by
the stove until they nearly caught on fire. Then I went to bed and slept
until 5, had supper and did a job I really love — I washed all my dirty
clothes. Both my feet have gone to sleep. I am sitting on the flooring
writing on my Bren box. I carry the Bren in our section. My address is
still the same except I am in D Coy. Good Night. Love Ralph (2 October
1944).

Well, I am overseas at last. I had a nice trip and saw a lot of things which
I can’t write and tell you about. We are reinforcements over here, so we
don’t know when we will be going in action. Ilost that little diary Vernon
gave me. I felt bad about that, but tell him I will try to get another one
and if I can’t, I will remember everything that happens and tell him all
about it. [Vernon, his little brother, had given him a diary for him to keep
a journal of everything that happened so he could read it when he came
back]. Well that’s about all I can think of writing that wouldn’t be
censored. By the way, tell Lil to say hello to Mai Page and tell her I still
love her like the seven year itch. Well, So Long for Now. Ralph
(24 October 1944).

Well, I've left England and am now in Belgium. I had quite a bit of fun
in England. Isaw all the big art galleries and the wax museum. It really
was worthwhile seeing. By the way, how about sending me some
cigarettes? I am not broke but I hate the cigs they hand us. Make it
Players Mild if you can. The meals are lovely — hard tack mutton or
Bully beef — lovely! So long. Love Ralph. I am in a new place now. A.
Coy. Calgary Highlanders (13 November 1944).

This last letter was postmarked the day he died:

I got a letter from Ruby. She told me Art’s brother had been killed over
here. 1 was sorry to hear that as I was hoping I would meet him
someplace, but I guess that’s out now. I just hope Art keeps his head
down. Iknow mine is always pretty close to the ground. It’s pretty grim
here at times. We catch all the counter attacks. We have had 18 so far.
‘We have been resting a few miles behind the lines for a couple of days.
We are going in again in a couple of days. Right now I am sitting in a
nice warm kitchen. We are living in their barn, but I got in good with the
old lady, even if she can’t speak English. We are still on the German
border. How does the war look from a distance? When do you think it

will crack? I haven’t been sick at all out here. It’s funny we all haven’t
gone to the hospital. We are laying in water day and night. I’ve seen me
dive in up to my chest. Say hello to the rest of the family. By the way
Pop, don’t let them chase you around too much. Give a woman an inch
and she’ll take a mile. Love Ralph (14 December 1944).

Aandal Lake (64 K/5), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after
him in 1972. His sister adds (9 March 1995): “Since we have not a
gravesite here in Manitoba [Aandal Lake] is so very meaningful to
us, his family.”

Abbott, Sergeant William G. of Winnipeg (R 100271). No. 408
Squadron. He died 23 May 1943 at the age of 21 and is

commemorated at Bournemouth North Cemetery, England. He was
the son of William G. and Emily A. Abbott of Winnipeg. Abbott
Lake (64 P/11), east of Nejanilini Lake was named after him in
1974.

Abel, Sergeant Frederick J. of Portage la
Prairie (H 6154). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He
died a prisoner of war 28 November 1942 and
is commemorated at the Sai Wan War Cemetery
in Hong Kong. He was survived by his wife
Eva Abel of Portage la Prairie. Veteran Richard
Trick recalled his experience in the internment
camps and afterwards:

It was a “second hand” soldier uniform Richard Trick put on in 1939.
“They were uniforms from the First World War,” says Richard Trick, who
at the age of 23 joined up and was shortly sent to Jamaica. Trick’s role
during his early days of service was to guard the German prisoners of war
who had been captured when their battleship sank off the coast of South
America. But within 17 months, the young Lance Corporal was on his
way to Hong Kong. “We left for China on October 25, 1941,” he said.
“I was home from Jamaica in Stonewall just long enough to get married.”

Anxious days awaited his young bride Helen, as the dark days of Pearl
Harbour came and went, and she knew her new husband was now
somewhere in the hills of the Orient fighting the Japanese. What she
didn’t learn until quite some time after the fact was that Richard had been
taken prisoner of war. “We were taken prisoners on December 22, 1941
and we were prisoners of war for 44 months,” says Trick. While a PoW,
Trick was forced to work in the mines and shipyards, to survive on a
meagre diet. He has many recollections of those dark days. “I was 95 Ibs.
when we came out when the war was finished,” said Trick.

After the war ended, Trick was to spend days in hospital, his health badly
compromised by the camp experience. More days after that and a long,
arduous journey home in poor health were to pass before he was home on
October 25, 1945. Trick joined the Royal Canadian Legion #52 in
February 1946, the same month he received his discharge and so became
a veteran. He said he joined the Legion because he recalled the injustices
faced by WWI veterans who had had, at first, no Legion to help them with
family needs and personal needs. “I saw the merit of being a member,”
he said. “There were pensions to fight for. People had lost husbands,
sons, fathers. The fight had not ended” (The Argus 6 November 1995).

Abel Lake (64 K/15), northeast of Lac Brochet was named after
Sergeant Frederick Abel in 1972.

Abey, Pilot Officer Mitchell G. of Winnipeg (J 9511). No. 418
Squadron. He died 31 July 1942 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was an observer on Boston III W8326 on evening
Intruder operations to Leeuwarden. The pilot and wireless air
gunner were also killed. Abey Lake (64 P/6), southeast of
Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1974.



Abgrall, Private Hervé of St. Boniface (H 6960). Winnipeg
Grenadiers. He died 19 December 1941 and is commemorated at
the Sai Wan War Cemetery in Hong Kong. Abgrall Lake (64 K/14),
northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Abigail, Lance Sergeant Leonard D. of Benito (H 70611).
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 18 September 1945
at the age of 30 and is commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian
War Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of Fredrick M. and
Elizabeth J. Abigail of Benito and was survived by his wife Gladys
I. Abigail of Benito and their unborn daughter. Abigail Lake
(64 H/15), north of Etawney Lake was named after him in 1963.

Abram, Private Albert J. of The Pas (L 86912). South
Saskatchewan Regiment. He died 20 July 1944 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. Abram Lake (64 F/14), east of Reindeer Lake
was named after him in 1961.

Ackerman, Rifleman Harold A. of Portage la
Prairie (H 18706). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died
12 April 1945 at the age of 19 and is commemorated
at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was one of the two sons of Harold and
Violet Edith Ackerman (née Joyce) of Portage la
Prairie. Ackerman Lake (64 N/12), southwest of
Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Ackland, Lieutenant Clifford N. of Winnipeg. Lake Superior
Regiment. He died 1 March 1945 and is commemorated at the
Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. Ackland Lake
(64 K/13), north of Lac Brochet was named after him in 1972.

Adair, Flying Officer David Kenneth of
Winnipeg (J 29705). No. 100 Squadron. He
died 17 June 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was one of the four
children of David N. and Mildred Adair of
Winnipeg. Born in London, England, he had
come to Canada with his parents in 1919. He
was later awarded a scholarship to study
Theology at St. John’s College and was a bible class teacher and
young people’s sport educator. Adair Lake (64 O/1), north of
Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1961.

Adam, Sergeant Robert N. of Oberon (H 40755). Royal Winnipeg
Rifles. He died 14 April 1945 at the age of 37 and is commemorated
at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was the son
of Robert N. and Margaret Adam and was survived by his wife
Catherine Adam of Winnipeg. Adam Creek (64 P/10) which flows
southeast into Caribou River was named after him in 1974.

Adams, Flying Officer Douglas A. of Newdale (J 23329). No. 172
Squadron. He died 14 August 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of William L. and Margaret Adams and the brother
of Flying Officer Gavin R. Adams (see entry). Adams Bay (64 O/8)
on the southwest shore of Baird Lake was named after him in 1988.

Adams, Private Frederick W. of Winnipeg
(H 19188). Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.
He died 20 August 1942 and is commemorated at
Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. Adams Rapids (64 O/4), in the North
Seal River was named after him in 1995.

Adams, Flying Officer Gavin R. of Newdale
(J 9176). No. 87 Squadron. He died 24
November 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Alamein Memorial in
Egypt. He was the son of William L. and
Margaret Adams of Newdale and the brother of
Flying Officer Douglas A. Adams (see entry).
Adams Peninsula (64 O/8) on the west shore of
Baird Lake was named after him in 1988.

Adams, Flight Sergeant Harry W. of Ninette (R 106018). No. 7
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 28 September 1942 at
the age of 22 and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Walter H. and Ellen E. H.
Adams of Ninette. Harry Adams Island (63 P/5) in Wintering Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Adams, Private John H. of Winnipeg (H 6294).
Winnipeg Grenadiers, Mentioned in Dispatches.
He died a prisoner of war 26 August 1942 at the
age of 27 and is commemorated at the Sai Wan
‘War Cemetery in Hong Kong. His death and that
of three other Grenadiers sparked a war crimes
investigation after the war. It was determined
that he had been executed after trying to escape.
Nine of the ten Japanese military personnel
involved were found guilty. See Payne, Sergeant John O. for
additional details. He was the son of Alfred and Irma M. Adams and
was survived by his wife Rose C. Adams of Winnipeg. Prior to
enlisting he had been employed as a printer. Adams Lake (64 G/11),
east of Big Sand Lake was named after him in 1994.

Adams, Lieutenant Lloyd H. of Winnipeg. 1st Canadian Parachute
Battalion. He died 6 June 1944 and is commemorated at Ranville
War Cemetery at Calvados, France. Adams Hill (64 O/7),
southeast of Sandhill Lake was named after him in 1995.

Adams, Lieutenant Sidney A. Armstrong of
Winnipeg. Royal Canadian Engineers. He
received his Bachelor of Architecture degree
from the University of Manitoba in May, 1942
and was appointed Lieutenant with the RCE
three weeks later. He was killed by mortar fire
17 June 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery at Calvados, France. He was the son
of Earl V. A. and Mildred Adams of The Pas. Sidney Adams Bay
(63 P/9) in Dafoe Lake was named after him in 1995.

Adams, Rifleman William C. of Selkirk
(H 41531). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. Rifleman
Adams took part in the Normandy invasion and
was captured and executed while a prisoner of
war 8 June 1944 at the age of 20. He had
managed to enlist while still only 17 years of
age and is commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer
Canadian War Cemetery at Calvados, France.
He was the son of Percival A. and Marion
Adams of Petersfield. Adams Creek (63 N/7) which flows
northeast into Burntwood Lake was named after him in 1995.

Addison, Corporal Willis K. “Addie” of Winnipeg (H 42254).
Loyal Edmonton Regiment. He died 12 December 1943 at the age
of 29 and is commemorated at the Moro River Canadian War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Willis C. and Clara Addison



and was survived by his wife Madge M. Addison (née Sisson) of
Truro, Nova Scotia. His sister-in-law relates that in his last letter
home he wrote “I’'m looking down at the Adriatic, hoping for a ship
to take me home.” He was killed in action at Ortona. Addison
Lake (64 K/11), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him
in 1972.

Adie, Leading Supply Assistant William C. of
Winnipeg (V 9681). HMCS Avalon, the Royal
Canadian Navy shore establishment in St.
John’s, Newfoundland. He died 12 December
1942 at the age of 28 and is commemorated at
Mount Pleasant Cemetery in St. John’s,
Newfoundland. He was the son of William A.
and Minnie A. Adie of Winnipeg. His brother
recalls (11 December 1996):

Bill was born in Tamworth, Staffordshire, England in 1914. He attended
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School in Tamworth until the family left for
Canada in 1926. Our mother was a widow, our father having been killed
in 1918 in France. He and I attended Beacon Hill School in Victoria
before moving to Winnipeg. He went to Kelvin High and was a member
of the Sea Cadets in Winnipeg. He was always interested in the sea and
shipping. After high school, he trained as a commercial artist. My wife
and I have quite a few of his works hanging on our walls.

Adie Creek (54 B/S), which flows northeast into Machichi River
was named after him in 1964.

Adlard, Pilot Officer William R. of Winnipeg
(J 88714). No. 429 Squadron. He died 23 April
1944 at the age of 19 and is commemorated at
the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of Alfred C. and
Alice J. G. Adlard (née Laing) of Winnipeg.
Adlard Lake (64 1/10), west of Tadoule Lake
was named after him in 1975.

Affleck, Private Allen S. of Crystal City (H 20714). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 19 August 1942 at the age of 37
and is commemorated at Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery in Seine-
Maritime, France. He was the son of John E. and Maria Affleck of
Winnipeg. Affleck Lake (64 N/6), southwest of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Agerbak, Corporal Tage G. of Pilot Mound
(H 6293). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 20
December 1941 and is commemorated at the
Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. He was the
son of Anton C. and Cammilla C. Agerbak and
was survived by his wife Rose Agerbak of Pilot
Mound. His brother Borge was in the same
action.
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Not far away that same morning [24 December 1941], Corporal Borge
“Buster” Agerbak a 27 year-old member of the Winnipeg Grenadiers,
found shelter with 15 other men in a lantern-lit concrete pillbox loaded
with crates of ammunition and rifles. Over a fire, the soldiers were
roasting pilfered chicken. Corporal Agerbak had left Pilot Mound,
Manitoba, and his wife of eight days, and, with his brother Tage, headed
off on the train west, hoping to see the world. Inside the bunker, the men
talked of Christmas. Outside there was an ominous hush. “This is
probably the silence before the storm,” a voice in the darkness said.

Corporal Agerbak heard the whistling sound of an incoming shell from a
Japanese cruiser offshore. The pillbox took a direct hit. The blast filled
Corporal Agerbak’s left side with scores of tiny shrapnel fragments and
hurled him to the floor. The lantern crashed down onto the ammunition

boxes. The living screamed in pain and fought in the darkness to escape.
The impact, however, had jammed the door. Fire broke out. Smoke
filled the chamber. The ammunition began exploding, killing men as
they tried to get out. They clawed at each other as they tried to squeeze
through a 30-centimetre observation slit.

A second shell hit and the front wall collapsed inward, burying men in
rubble. The concussion punctured both of Corporal Agerbak’s eardrums
and temporarily blinded him. Everywhere men screamed or moaned.
The survivors stumbled over the bodies of their dead friends.

Borge “Buster” Agerbak, now 76 and living in Sanford, Manitoba, still
has operations to remove the shrapnel from his body. He has returned
three times to Hong Kong trying to find out what happened to his brother
Tage, one of the many Canadian soldiers whose bodies have never been
found. The last time Mr. Agerbak went looking for his brother on hills
now dotted with white condominiums was 1990 (Wood 1991).

(Borge made three more trips to Hong Kong between 1991 and
2000). Agerbak Lake (64 N/3), southwest of Nueltin Lake was
named after Corporal Tage Agerbak in 1972.

Aikenhead, Flight Sergeant Lloyd L. of Cartwright (R 91917).
No. 427 Squadron. He died 21 June 1942 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Delfzijl General Cemetery, Holland. He was the
eldest of the three sons of Frank and Iva J. Aikenhead and was
survived by his wife Muriel Aikenhead (née Bell) R. N. of Baldur
and their unborn son. In 1982, his widow was invited to visit the
cemetery by the people of Delfzijl. Aikenhead Bay (63 N/3) in
Kississing Lake was named after Flight Sergeant Aikenhead in
1972.

Aitken, Sergeant John of Winnipeg (1110660).
No. 50 Squadron, RAF. This native of
Grenock, Scotland died 13 June 1943 at the age
of 21 and is commemorated at the Reichswald
Forest War Cemetery in Kleve, Germany. John
Aitken Lake (53 K/11), south of Edmund Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Aitken, Private John A. of Winnipeg (H 6576). Winnipeg
Grenadiers. He died 19 December 1941 at the age of 34 and is
commemorated at the Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. He was
the son of William and Elizabeth Aitken and was survived by his
wife Jessie P. Aitken of St. James and their young son. When war
was declared, John was a member of the staff at Stony Mountain
Penitentiary. He enlisted 21 September 1939. Aitken Lake
(64 1/11), west of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1974.

Aitken, Private Victor W. of Roland (H 19856). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 3 March 1945 at the age of 23 and
is commemorated at Brookwood Memorial in Surrey, England. He
was the son of William and Isabella Aitken of Bayton, Manitoba.
Aitken Island (63 1/7) in Lawford Lake was named after him in
1995.

Aitkens, Sergeant William R. of Winnipeg
(H 35579). Royal Canadian Artillery. He died
31 August 1941 at the age of 31 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son
of William R. and Harriet Aitkens and was
survived by his wife Christina T. Aitkens of
Winnipeg and their two daughters. His brother
writes (20 November 2001):

William’s interest in the army showed itself early and he joined the 11th
Medium Battery as soon as he was eligible. He was the pride of us all.




He had been working at the Sherridon Mines in northern Manitoba. He
was one of the fortunate few holding down a good job during the
depression. He was a loyal family man who along with his wife and
daughters supported his mother and younger brother.

Aitkens Lake (64 F/3), north of Vandekerckhove Lake was named
after him in 1994,

Akeroyd, Private Robert K. of St. Vital (H 204630). Calgary
Highlanders. He died 29 August 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Frank and Rebecca Akeroyd
and was survived by his uncle Thomas M. Crow of Sturgeon Creek.
Akeroyd Lake (52 L/3), southeast of Lac du Bonnet was named
after him in 1973.

Albert, Flight Sergeant John A. of Emerson (R 134836). No. 427
Squadron. He died 31 August 1943 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of Thomas and Olivine Albert of Sandy
Lake, Manitoba and was survived by his wife Norma T. Albert.
Albert Lake (64 1/9), east of Tadoule Lake was named after him in
1975.

Alcock, Sergeant Arthur F. of Souris (R 101979).
No. 24 Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He
v died 17 June 1942 at the age of 22 and is
" -

g commemorated at Evesham Cemetery in
“’G»" Worcestershire, England. He was the son of

Arthur F. and Isabella Alcock of Souris. Alcock
Lake (64 1/16), north of Tadoule Lake was
named after him in 1975.

Aldridge, Sergeant Thomas of Winnipeg

?‘ (R 177535). No. 158 Squadron. He died 25

Y July 1943 at the age of 21 and is commemorated

ek at the Kiel War Cemetery in Germany. He was

the eldest of the three children of John Thomas

R. and Martha A. S. Aldridge of Winnipeg. His
sister recalls (6 November 2001):

Thomas was born [in] 1922 ... at 621 Garwood

Avenue. He attended Earl Grey and Kelvin schools
where he was active in all sports especially soccer of which he was
chosen team captain. He was very interested in horses and racing and
spent many happy hours with his Dad at Whittier Park Race Track,
learning to be a trainer. He owned a lovely thoroughbred called Papau
who continued to race successfully after Tommy joined the Air Force in
April, 1942. Tom was trained at Edmonton, Saskatoon and Macdonald,
Manitoba where he graduated in April, 1943. He was sent overseas in
May, 1943 and was reported missing in action over Hamburg, Germany
July 24/25, 1943. He was survived by his parents and two sisters,
Patricia and Doreen.

Aldridge Lake (64 1/14), north of North Knife Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Alexander, Company Quarter Master Sergeant
Ernest J. of Winnipeg (H 59030). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 18 October 1943 at
the age of 55 and is commemorated at
Moosomin South Cemetery, Saskatchewan. He
was survived by his wife Jessie E. Alexander of
Winnipeg and by their daughter B. Isabel
Rumble. His grandchildren write (9 January
2002):

Although our grandfather died long before we were born, our

grandmother and mother often spoke to us of him. He was born in

Edinburgh, Scotland and came to Canada as a young man where he
served in Saskatchewan with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. In
World War I, he enlisted with the 1st Canadian Mounted Rifles and
served from 1916 to 1918. Following his return from the First World
War, he continued in police work, first in Saskatchewan and then in
Winnipeg. Perhaps our favourite story is how he enlisted for World War
II with the Royal Winnipeg Rifles in 1940 by saying he was 10 years
younger than he really was. He spent a year in camp with the Royal
Winnipeg Rifles and then went on staff at Fort Osborne Barracks where
he died on the third anniversary of his joining up.

Alexander Lake (63 P/3), east of Sipiwesk Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Alexander, Rifleman George of East Kildonan
(H 40950). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 16
July 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son
of William H. and Mary Alexander of Winnipeg
and was survived by his wife Kathleen L.
Alexander of Winnipeg. Alexander Creek (641/16),
which flows south into Lavallée Channel on the
Seal River was named after him in 1974.

Alexander, Signalman Robert K. of Winnipeg (V 53604). HMCS
Chippawa. He died 30 August 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of Robert M. and Joan Alexander of Winnipeg. Alexander Bay
(53 F/13) in Angling Lake was named after him in 1996.

Alexander, Private Selena P. of Winnipeg (W 22255). Canadian
Women’s Army Corps. She died 9 October 1944 at the age of 26 and
is commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. She was the
daughter of John and Wilhelmina Alexander of Winnipeg.
Alexander Island (53 E/15) in Island Lake was named after her in 1995.

Allan, Private Andrew A. of Stonewall
(V 53604). South Saskatchewan Regiment. He
died 19 August 1942 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Dieppe Canadian War
Cemetery in Seine-Maritime, France. He was
the son of Alexander and Hannah Allan. His
niece recalls (16 November 2001):

Andrew was born at Brithdir, Saskatchewan just
south of Humboldt on August 30, 1912. He attended
Pilot Grove School, completing Grade 9 before leaving to work with his
father on the farm. As the eldest son, he worked with his father until the
‘dirty thirties,” then he ‘rode the rails’ looking for work like many other
young men of his day. He found work in the bush at a lumber camp, at
a fox ranch, and worked for awhile for a Mr. Pierce on a farm near
Reston, Manitoba.

Andrew enlisted in the army at Stonewall, Manitoba on June 20, 1940.
He did his basic training at Shilo. While at Shilo, he was able to visit his
family at the farm at Fairlight, Saskatchewan before going overseas. He
went overseas with the South Saskatchewan Regiment on December
16th, 1940. While stationed in England, he managed to visit his relatives
in Scotland. He met his brother, Munro, who had also enlisted, on a visit
there when their leaves matched.

On August 18th, 1942, Andrew’s regiment shipped out for France. He
was listed as missing in action at the battle of Dieppe, and was later
confirmed as killed in action on August 19, 1942, just 11 days before his
thirtieth birthday. The last letter received by his sister Elizabeth Widger
was dated August 7, 1942 from England. In it he wrote, “I’m going to be
back fur ranching next year if we get to Hitler’s back yard this fall. Tell
Lennie (Elizabeth’s husband) that he’d like breaking [bush] with one of
our tanks. It would not upset as easy as a Rumley. Munro won’t be
needing a car after the war because he will bring home a jeep.”



Mrs. Kay Thompson is the daughter of Elizabeth and Leonard
Widger. She writes:

My mother rarely mentioned her brother. War memories were painful to her
because many of the young men of the community had signed up for the
war. As she once said sadly to me: “ So many of them never came back.”
My dad was Andrew’s close friend and they all used to go dances together.
In fact, that’s how my mum and dad met. My dad died on October 6, 1988.
My mum will celebrate her 85th birthday on November 8, 2001.

Since T wasn’t born until after the war, I never had the chance to know
my Uncle Andrew, but I named one of my sons Robert Andrew in his
memory. I have since wondered how our family might have been
different if he had returned from the war. I had the chance to read part of
one of Andrew’s diaries and I felt he must have been a lonely person. He
had met a girl that he had mentioned to my mother and he had asked her
to let this girl know if anything happened to him. But when mother wrote
her, she knew because the casualty list had already been published. But
his last letter to mom shows the eternal optimism of a farm boy — things
were sure to be better ‘next year.’

Allan Bay (63 1/16) in Kapechekamasic Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Allan, Trooper Hugh R. of Winnipeg (M 26927). Calgary Tank
Regiment. He died 8 August 1944 at the age of 38 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. Allan Peninsula (64 N/5) in Snyder Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Allan, Sergeant J. A. Lawrence “Laurie” of
Winnipeg (R 80235). No. 419 Squadron. He
died 28 April 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of James A.
and Marion E. Allan of St. James. Prior to the
war, he had been a Cadet Sergeant Major with
the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. Allan
Island (64 F/3) in Vandekerckhove Lake was
named after him in 1994.

Allan, Private James A. of Winnipeg (H 9467). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 8 August 1944 at the age of 38 and
is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery
in Calvados, France. He was the son of James C. and Joan Allan
and was survived by his wife Jean Allan of Winnipeg. Allan Point
(64 1/13) in Shethanei Lake was named after him in 1995.

Allan, Master John of Winnipeg. SS George L. Torian, Canadian
Merchant Navy. The George L. Torian was torpedoed and sunk by
U-129 off British Guyana in the Caribbean. Master Allan died 22
February 1942 at the age of 38 and is commemorated at the Halifax
Memorial. He was survived by his wife Margaret Allan of St.
Catharines, Ontario. John Allan Lake (63 P/2), east of Cotton
Lake was named after him in 2001.

Allan, Able Seaman John M. of Winnipeg (V
24900). HMCS Alberni. The Alberni was
torpedoed and sunk by U-480, southeast of the
Isle of Wight; 59 of her ship’s company were
lost. Able Seaman Allan died 21 August 1944
at the age of 24 and is commemorated at the
Halifax Memorial. He was the son of David M.
and Mary M. Allan of St. Vital. Allan Lake (64
1/2), east of North Knife Lake was named after
him in 1957.

Allan, Pilot Officer Ralph G. of Winnipeg (J 16754). No. 432
Squadron. He died 28 May 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of George and Alice W. Allan and was survived by
his wife Audrey C. Allan of Dunston-on-Tyne, Durham, England.
Allan Hill (54 D/14), southeast of Whitecap Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Allard, Private Paul of St. Boniface (H 18433).
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 29
July 1944 at the age of 19 and is commemorated
at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery
in Calvados, France. He was the sixth of the 12
children of Albert J. and Denise Allard (née
Lavack) of St. Boniface. Allard Lake (64 H/10),
northeast of Southern Indian Lake was named
after him in 1963.

Allardyce, Private Lancelot M. of Langruth
(H 10877). Calgary Highlanders. He died 10
October 1940 at the age of 41 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son of
John M. and Edith Marion Allardyce of
Winnipeg. His niece writes (1 November 2001):

“Laddie” was born in Peking, China where his
parents were missionaries, his mother coming from
Australia and his father from Scotland. In 1903, he
came to Canada with his parents where they homesteaded in the
Burnside district of Portage la Prairie. Laddie attended school in
Burnside and went with his parents to the Burnside Church. He farmed
with his father until he enlisted in World War I at the age of 16.
However, just as his Regiment was to be shipped overseas, the war
ended. After being demobilized in 1919, he went to Langruth, Manitoba
and settled on a farm which he worked for many years. Happening to be
in Calgary in September, 1939 when World War II broke out, he enlisted
in the Calgary Highlanders. He was sent to England in the summer of
1940 with the 2nd Canadian Division. Laddie was killed in an air raid in
October of 1940 at Aldershot where he was stationed. His younger
brother Bill was overseas with the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry at this time and was able to attend his funeral. I remember my
grandmother getting a letter from an officer after he died saying that he
was such a great help to the younger men in his unit as he had some
experience from the First World War and was like a “fatherly figure”
to them.

Uncle Laddie was a very fun loving man, and my sister and I have many
happy memories of visiting him and other family members at Langruth
during the summer holidays. We are happy to know that there is a small
place in Manitoba bearing his name when he is buried so far away.

Allardyce Creek (64 N/13), which flows north and west into
Tanuck Lake was named after him in 1972.

Allen, Flying Officer Ernest J. of Winnipeg (J 20587). No. 439
Squadron. He died 12 August 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Ernest and Mary A. Allen and
was survived by his wife Zella M. Allen of St. James. Allen Hill
(64 P/12), west of Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1995.

Allen, Pilot Officer John F. of Winnipeg (J 86516). No. 61
Squadron. He died 20 February 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Rheinberg War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of John W. and Mary F. Allen of Winnipeg. Allen Lake
(63 B/6), northeast of Waterhen Lake was named after him in 1969.

Allen, Lance Corporal Sidney A. of Russell
(H 20242). Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.
Lance Corporal Allen enlisted at the beginning
of the war and took part in the Dieppe Landing
on his twenty-third birthday. He died 21 July
1944 at the age of 25 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War cemetery,
Calvados, France. He was the son of George A.
and Jessie Allen of Russell, Manitoba. His
sister recalls (19 January 1994):

When my mother received the notice that Sid was missing, the first thing
she said was “I hope he didn’t drown,” as he had never learned to swim.
Sid curled, played goalie in hockey and skied. He was a true nature lover.
He enjoyed his time in the Whiteshell.



Allen Creek (64 1/16), which flows south into Seal River was
named after him in 1995.

Allery, Lieutenant Frank Q. of Winnipeg.
Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 24 August
1943 at the age of 29 and is commemorated at
Brixham (St. Mary) Churchyard in Devon,
England. He was the fourth of the five children
of Frank H. G. and Florence S. Allery of
Winnipeg. Allery Lake (64 K/13), northeast of
Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Alleyn, Pilot Officer Foster R. of Winnipeg (J 85507). No. 426
Squadron. He died 20 February 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Woensel General Cemetery in Eindhoven,
Holland. One hundred twenty-nine aircraft took part on this raid on
Leipzig. One hundred and twelve thousand pounds of high
explosives and four hundred and twenty-two thousand pounds of
incendiaries were released. Eighteen crews (128 men) failed to
return. Alleyn Lake (63 K/13), east of Embury Lake was named
after Pilot Officer Alleyn in 1984.

Allison, Signalman Charles E. of Winnipeg (H 38590). Royal
Canadian Corps of Signals. He died 17 September 1944 at the age
of 23 and is commemorated at the Calais Canadian War Cemetery
in France. He was the son of Robert W. and Adeline Allison of The
Pas. Allison Lake (64 K/6), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Allison, Private Lyle M. of Swan River (H 8760). Royal
Regiment of Canada. He died 12 August 1944 at the age of
20 and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian
War Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son of
Thomas and Florence Allison of Vancouver. Allison Island
(64 F/1) in Barrington Lake was named after him in 1995.

Allnutt, Lieutenant Alasdair M. of Winnipeg. Fort Garry
Horse. He died 18 June 1944 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Alexander J. and
Agnes M. Allnutt and was survived by his wife Elsie J.
Allnutt of Edmonton, Alberta. Allnutt Lake (64 K/13),
northeast of Reindeer Lake on the Manitoba - Saskatchewan
boundary was named after him in 1972.

Alloway, Flight Lieutenant Alexander H. F. of Winnipeg (C
831). No. 110 Squadron. He died 22 January 1941 at the
age of 23 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son of Mr. and
Mrs. C. V. Alloway of Winnipeg. Alloway Lake (63 1/3),
east of North Moose Lake was named after him in 1973.

Allum, Rifleman Harold E. of Oak Lake
(H 41620). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He
died 9 June 1944 and is commemorated at
Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of
Thomas H. and Alice M. Allum (née
Forward) of Oak Lake and was survived
by his wife Rose Allum of Winnipeg and
their son.

Better known as “Ted” by his family and friends, he was born on
the family farm in the Oak Lake district. He received his
education at Runnymede School and continued working on his
father’s farm until he enlisted at Souris in March, 1941. Prior to
his overseas posting, he married and had a son — Wayne Stanley.
Harold landed with C Company of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles on
Juno Beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944. He lost his life three days
later a short distance inland during the intense fighting (Pittman n.d.).

Allum Island (52 E/14) in Frances Lake southeast of
Brereton Lake was named after him in 1976.

Alward, Sapper Earl S. of Winnipeg
(154679). 9th Battalion, Canadian
Railway Troops. He died 3 November
1917 at the age of 18 and is
commemorated at Lijssenthoek Military
Cemetery in Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Alward Lake (63 K/9) east of
Tramping Lake was named after him in
2004.

Alyward, Private Frances E. of The Pas (H 42114). Royal
Canadian Ordnance Corps. He died 25 November 1944 at the age
of 29 and is commemorated at Schoonselhof Cemetery in Antwerp,
Belgium. He was the son of Nick and Emma Alyward and was
survived by his wife Pauline Alyward of Roblin, Manitoba.
Alyward Lake (64 O/5), south of Nueltin Lake was named after him
in 1975.

Amos, Lance Corporal George of Winnipeg (H 2957).
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 23
May 1944 at the age of 31 and is commemorated at the
Cassino War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Frederick
and Elizabeth B. Amos and was survived by his wife
Winifred P. Amos of Carnduff, Saskatchewan. Amos Lake
(64 K/7), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him
in 1972.

Andersen, Pilot Officer Nels P. H. of
Gladstone (C 95210). No. 408 Squadron.
He died 21 February 1945 at the age of 21
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- and is commemorated at Rheinberg War
- Cemetery in Germany. He was the
Az youngest son of Hans P. and Hulda C.

{

Anderson (née Helin) of Woodside,

Nels was born at Tyndall, Manitoba March

20, 1923. He moved with his family to the

Woodside district in 1932. Nels joined the Royal Canadian Air
Force in 1943 and served as an air gunner, being promoted to
Pilot Officer on February 20, 1945. Nels was flying in a Halifax
aircraft when it was shot down over the target during a night trip
to Worms, Germany. All members of the crew were killed
(Pittman n.d.).

Andersen Lake (64 F/3), north of Vandekerckhove Lake was

named after him in 1994.

Andersen, Flight Sergeant Paul of Winnipeg (R 208718).
No. 44 Squadron. He died 16 July 1944 at the age of 20 and
is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Octavius and Ingeborg
Andersen of Winnipeg. Andersen Narrows (64 O/15) in
Dyker Lake was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Sergeant A. Willard. of Selkirk (R 84116). No.
120 Squadron. He died 23 August 1942 at the age of 28 and
is commemorated at the Ottawa Memorial. Willard
Anderson Lake (64 B/3), south of Mynarski Lakes was
named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Gunner Albert E. of Woodlands (H 59768).
Royal Canadian Artillery. He died 8 May 1942 at the age of
19 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery
in Surrey, England. He was the son of Thomas and Edith
Anderson of Woodlands. Anderson Esker (64 1/2), east of
North Knife Lake was named after him in 1992.



Anderson, Pilot Officer Alexander J. of Minnedosa (J 90357).
No. 61 Squadron. He died 26 August 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of William and the late Jessie Anderson of
Minnedosa. Anderson Peninsula (53 M/S) in Silsby Lake was
named after him in 1985.

Anderson, Rifleman Birger G. (H 8718). Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
He died 1 August 1944 and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-
Laize Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France. Birger
Anderson Lake (64 1/3), west of Blyth Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Anderson, Private Carl I. of Lac du Bonnet (H 5922). Royal
Canadian Army Service Corps. He died 27 October 1944 at the age
of 26 and is commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War
Cemetery, Maldegem, Belgium. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ivor E. Anderson and was survived by his wife Betty Anderson of
Lac du Bonnet. Carl Anderson Island (53 M/4) in Bear Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Flying Officer Charles E. of Winnipeg (J 13450). No.
298 Squadron. He died 5 August 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Essoyes Communal Cemetery in Aube, France.
Anderson Creek (64 P/2), which flows southwest into Big Spruce
River was named after him in 1974.

Anderson, Private Edward L. of Brandon (H 59858). Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 14 September 1944 and is
commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in
Maldegem, Belgium. Edward Anderson Lake (64 H/1), south of
Billard Lake was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Pilot Officer Edward W. of Winnipeg (J 28498). No. 3
Personnel Reception Centre, RCAF, Bournemouth, England. He
died 10 September 1943 at the age of 29 and is commemorated at
Bournemouth North Cemetery in Hampshire, England. The cause
of death was listed as due to “a fall from a third floor window of a
hotel” (Allison 1991). He was the son of O. T. and Gertrude
Anderson of East Kildonan and was survived by his wife Edith
Anderson of Winnipeg and their daughter. Edward Anderson
Point (54 D/14) on Whitecap Lake was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Trooper Eric A. of St. James
- (H 102248). Calgary Regiment. He died 13
\ December 1943 at the age of 30 and is
commemorated at the Moro River Canadian
War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Oscar
and Hilda Anderson of St. James. Eric
Anderson Lake (53 N/14), north of Whitefish
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Flight Lieutenant F. Cameron of
Winnipeg (DC 3409). No. 221 Squadron. He
died 2 February 1943 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Malta Memorial. He was
the son of Frederick T. and Ethel M. Anderson
of Winnipeg. Anderson River (64 O/7), which
flows southeast into Munroe Lake was named
after him in 1989.

Anderson, Pilot Officer Frank E. of Winnipeg (J 9568). No. 459
Squadron. He died 24 July 1942 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Alamein Memorial in Egypt. He was the son
of Francis H. and Rhea E. Anderson of Kildonan. Frank Anderson
Lake (63 P/8), west of Thom Lake was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Pilot Officer Frederick of Winnipeg (J 86041). No.
138 Squadron. He died 30 March 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
The names of 20,456 Commonwealth airmen including 3000
Canadians are commemorated at this memorial alone. Frederick
Anderson Lake (64 P/2), northwest of Meades Lake was named
after Pilot Officer Anderson in 1995.

Anderson, Warrant Officer 1 Harold G. “Hal”
of Pine Falls (R 86274). No. 14 Squadron. He
died 1 April 1943 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Fort Richardson Post Cemetery,
Alaska. He was the eldest son of Alexander and
Frances M. Anderson (née Linklater) of Pine Falls.
His sister recalls (7 February 1997):

The family ... moved to Pine Falls, Manitoba in

- 1927. Harold attended school in Pine Falls. He was
known to his family as Hal and to his friends as Andy. While growing up
he was active in hockey and ball, was a loving son and brother. He helped
his father in the bakery when needed and went to work for the Manitoba
Paper Company in Pine Falls when he left school.

Harold Anderson Lake (53 M/1), south of Swampy Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Flight Lieutenant Henry T. of Winnipeg (R 39021).
No. 253 Squadron. He died 19 May 1940 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Lille Southern Cemetery in Nord, France.
Henry Anderson Peninsula (53 K/10) on Little Stull Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Sergeant Herbert L. of Matlock (R 197565). No. 34
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 19 December 1943 at
the age of 20 and is commemorated at Burnaby (Forest Lawn)
Memorial Park, British Columbia. He was the son of Herbert J. and
Ethel L. Anderson of Vancouver. Herbert Anderson Lake (54 E/9),
northeast of Fly Lake was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Private John of Selkirk (H 7144). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 21 July 1944 at the age of 24 and
is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery
in Calvados, France. He was the son of Joseph T. and Mary E.
Anderson of Selkirk and the brother of Private Vernon Anderson
(see entry). John Anderson Lake (64 J/4), northwest of Morand
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Flight Sergeant Leonard R. of Minnedosa (R 91822).
No. 101 Squadron. He died 7 December 1942 at the age of 24 and
is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Otto and Anna Anderson and was survived by his
wife Louise Anderson of Winnipeg. Anderson Hill (64 N/8),
southwest of Shannon Lake was named after him in 1989.

Anderson, Leading Aircraftman Marino Harold of Winnipeg
(R 215787). Royal Canadian Air Force. He died 26 May 1945 at
the age of 21 and is commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was the son of Olafur T. and Gertrude Anderson of
Winnipeg. Anderson Rapids (64 C/11), south of Lake Winnipeg
was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Flight Lieutenant Peter Murray of
Union Point (J 16379). No. 207 Squadron,
Distinguished Flying Cross (1943), Mentioned
in Dispatches (1944).

This officer has completed numerous sorties
including several attacks on targets in Italy. He has
always displayed great courage and skill. One
night in February, 1943 he completed a successful
attack on Lorient in difficult circumstances. Three



nights later he flew with distinction in an attack on the same target (DFC
Citation 1948).

He died 11 April 1945 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
Brussels Town Cemetery in Belgium. His sister-in-law reports that
(9 May 1995):

While attending the University of Manitoba in 1941, he joined the RCAF
and graduated as a pilot. After his first tour of operations, he received the
DFC from King George VI at Buckingham Palace. While returning from
a bombing mission on his second tour with a badly shot-up plane, his
crew bailed out to safety; Murray did not make it out of the plane.

Anderson Island (64 J/9) in Tadoule Lake was named after him in
1974. He is also honoured on NTS map 105 H, Yukon.

Anderson, Private Peter T. G. of Morris (H 200067).
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 20
July 1944 at the age of 28 and is commemorated
at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery
in Calvados, France. He was the son of Peter
and Lydia O. M. Anderson (née Ducharme) and
was survived by his wife Gladys F. B. Anderson
(née Tanner) and their son Peter Jr. Peter
Anderson Lake (64 O/12), north of Shannon
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Private Ralph G. of Winnipeg (H 62962). Toronto
Scottish Regiment. He died 18 September 1944 at the age of 19
and is commemorated at the Calais Canadian War Cemetery in
France. He was the son of Clarence E. and Olga O. Anderson of
Toronto. Ralph Anderson Lake (53 L/5), north of Bolton Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Trooper Stewart L. of Bagot (H 77432). 12th Manitoba
Dragoons. He died 19 April 1945 at the age of 25 and is commemorated
at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of
William M. and Isabella Anderson of Bagot. Stewart Anderson Lake
(53 L/6), southeast of Joint Lake was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Private Vernon of Selkirk (H 17897). Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 14 December 1943 at the age of 19
and is commemorated at the Moro River Canadian War Cemetery in
Italy. He was the son of Joseph T. and Mary E. Anderson of Selkirk and
the brother of Private John Anderson (see entry). Vernon Anderson
Lake (64 C/9), northeast of Eden Lake was named after him in 1995.

Anderson, Squadron Leader William A. of
Winnipeg (AC 1099). No. 407 Squadron,
Distinguished Flying Cross.
This officer has always shown the greatest
keenness and enthusiasm for operational flying.
On one occasion, he carried out a successful low
level attack on a well defended convoy off
Ameland, obtaining a hit on the largest vessel of
some 10,000 tons. On another occasion, he
attacked convoys at night, always at a low level,
and in the face of intense anti-aircraft fire, obtaining a hit on a 2500 ton
vessel from fifty feet. He also attacked the vessel with machine gun fire.
On another sortie Squadron Leader Anderson was detailed to illuminate,
with flares, the position of a convoy to direct a bombing force to the
attack. He skilfully accomplished his mission in the face of fire from the
ship. He assumed command of a flight in November, 1941. This officer
has at all times shown great courage (DFC Citation 1944).

He died 12 February 1942 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England. He was the son of
David W. and Anne W. Anderson of Winnipeg and was survived by
his wife Joyce H. Anderson (née Morkhill) of Winnipeg. He had
been flying missions against enemy shipping in the North Sea and
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developed a characteristic method of attack:

He dive-bombed the ship, pulled out at the height of the mast and
dropped delayed action bombs. A brilliant flash followed and
immediately afterwards a large cloud of steam and black smoke obscured
the superstructure (Winnipeg Free Press 19 February 1942).

His niece writes (5 November 2001):

Bill, as family and friends knew him, attended St. James Collegiate and
United College and spent two years at the University of Manitoba. He
loved all sports, participating in hockey, rugby, football, swimming and
skiing and was especially active in track and soccer meets. He also loved
to draw cartoons and his Flight Book as well as college books contain
some very entertaining drawings.

Bill joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in August of 1939, one month
before war broke out. Offered the choice of dropping out of the Air
Force, he elected to stay. He received his training at the Winnipeg Flying
Club, in Borden, Ontario and finally in North Sydney, Nova Scotia.

While stationed in Nova Scotia, Bill married Joyce Morkhill in 1940. Joyce
was also from Winnipeg and they were dating before he joined the RCAF.
I remember watching a home movie of their wedding after my Uncle Billy
had been sent overseas, and Joyce was so excited at seeing it, she had my
grandfather show it to us several times. They both looked so very happy.

One of the silly things I remember was the time Uncle Billy tried to teach
me how to blow my nose. Like all kids at age four or five, I kept sniffing
up instead of blowing down. Uncle Billy knelt down beside me, in his
uniform, and kept at it until I finally did.

A more serious incident occurred a few months later. We were having
Sunday dinner with my grandparents and Bill and Joyce when he got the
call to report for duty. We all clambered into my grandfather’s car to go
to Stevenson Field to see him off. My younger sister and I knew it was
serious and for once, kept very quiet. We certainly didn’t realize that we
would never see him again. Bill was killed in action over the English
Channel the day before his 24th birthday.

Bill’s brother, David, also joined the RCAF, was stationed in England,
but never saw active duty as Bill had done. David was always a bit upset
about not participating in the same way as Bill. David died in Calgary in
1999. Bill was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross in 1943. It was
awarded to his wife, Joyce, posthumously at an investiture ceremony in
the Manitoba Legislative Building on March 20, 1944.

William Anderson Lake (64 F/2), east of Wells Lake was named
after him in 1994.

Andre, Lieutenant John of Winnipeg. Royal Canadian Artillery.
He died 18 February 1943 at the age of 30 and is commemorated at
Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son
of Nate and Sara Andre and was survived by his aunt Mrs. E. L.
Casey of Minneapolis, Minnesota. Andre Lake (64 K/13),
northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Andres, Trooper David of Winnipegosis (B
144317). Sherbrooke Fusiliers. He died 13
August 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at  Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
He was the son of Johann and Maria Andres
and was survived by his wife Fern A. Andres
(née Delaney) of St. Catharines, Ontario.
Andres Lake (64 N/9), west of Turner Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Andrew, Bombardier Alfred E. of Glencairn
(H 59628). Royal Canadian Artillery. He died
16 October 1944 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian
War Cemetery in Holland. He was the eldest of
the seven children of Edwin A. and Blanche
Andrew. His sister recalls (23 January 1997):

His schooling was at a one-room schoolhouse
which continued in Parry, Saskatchewan where the



family moved in 1925. Due to several years of drought, the family
moved back to Manitoba in 1932 and settled in the Glencairn district.
The move to Manitoba was made in two horse-drawn wagons driven by
Alf and his father while his younger brother Wilf herded the cattle behind
on horseback. In 1933 he set out to find work which included riding
boxcars to the west coast looking for employment. He returned to
Manitoba and worked cutting cord wood and for farmers which earned
him five dollars a month. Coming from a musical family, Alf played the
violin and along with other members of his family, could often be found
providing the music for house parties and local school functions. In
1940, Alf volunteered to join the Royal Canadian Artillery.

His sisters and brother add (17 October 2001):

Alfred was born August 28th, 1917 on a homestead at Agardsley,
Manitoba. In 1940, he took six weeks basic training and in 1941 joined
the Armed Forces. He had one weekend at home and in March, 1941, left
for overseas. Known as “Big Andy” by his comrades and Sergeant, he
liked the army life and planned on making it his career at war’s end.

Andrew River (64 O/16), which flows east into Baralzon Lake was
named after him in 1987.

Andrews, Flying Officer Edward J. of Winnipeg (J 20403). No.
420 Squadron. He died 28 May 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Heverlee War Cemetery, Leuven, Vlaams-
Brabant, Belgium. Andrews Lake (53 M/7), north of Knee Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Andrews, Pilot Officer James W. of Blackdale (J 18204). No. 35
Squadron. He died 22 June 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Thomas W. and Mary I. Andrews of Winnipeg.
He had enlisted in 1940 while enrolled at the University of
Manitoba. Andrews Island (63 1/10) in Walker Lake was named
after him in 1988.

Andrews, Pilot Officer John F. of Transcona (41648). No. 144
Squadron, RAF. He died 13 June 1940 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Harpswell (St. Chad) Churchyard in
Lincolnshire, England. He was the son of Harold M. and Primrose
Andrews of Vancouver. Andrews Bay (64 K/16) in
Apeecheekamow Lake was named after him in 1995.

Andronyk, Lance Corporal Stephen of Roblin (H 1341). Argyle
and Sutherland Highlanders. He died 9 August 1944 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. Andronyk Lake (63 1/9), southeast of Walker
Lake was named after him in 1982.

Angus, Flying Officer Allan B. of McCreary
(40281). No. 85 Squadron, RAF, Distinguished
Flying Cross. He enlisted in August, 1937 and
was shot down 16 May 1940. He was 22 years
of age and is commemorated at Fretin
Communal Cemetery, Nord, France. He was
the son of Benjamin and Daisy Angus and was
survived by his wife Catherine J. Angus of
Kennington, Kent and their young daughter.
According to his brother (8 February 1988):
Alan ... moved with his parents to McCreary [in 1919]. He took his schooling
at Rosamond School in McCreary, following which he clerked in Kliman’s
General Store for several months. Allan always had a strong desire to become
a pilot and I recall when the government was doing an aerial survey of Clear
Lake in the Riding Mountains they landed their plane each evening on a farm
just out of McCreary and my brother would go out to the plane every day after
school and the pilots (Shields and Walker) encouraged his interest.

Due to the depression in 1936, my parents were unable to afford the fees for

pilot training so Allan wrote to the Royal Air Force in England and they
replied he would have to apply in person and pass an examination. On his
18th birthday, Allan got a ride into Winnipeg with a salesman and secured
transportation to Montreal accompanying a load of cattle.  This
transportation was arranged by the veterinarian in McCreary who also gave
Allan a letter of introduction to a veterinarian in Montreal who, in turn,
obtained passage on a grain boat to England at a cost of $25.00. Upon arrival
in England, he was advised by the Royal Air Force that examinations and
enrolment were only considered in the fall. Meantime, Allan secured work
with Rolls Royce Motors and in the fall made application with the Royal Air
Force and was accepted. He enrolled for a three year term. It was his plan
to obtain his pilot’s license and return to Canada and become a commercial
pilot. However, by the end of the three year term, Allan had become a Flying
Officer, married an English girl and had a daughter. In 1938 he decided to
continue with the Royal Air Force for another three year period.

The Winnipeg Free Press offered this retrospective in 1970:

On May 10, 1940, German Forces opened an offensive against Holland,
Belgium and France. Within six weeks these three countries had been over-
run and the British Expeditionary Force, an army of more than 350,000
men, had been driven from the continent, though it had escaped capture
through the Dunkirk evacuation which lasted from May 27 to June 4.

A little-known fact is that in those six weeks of heroic disasters, more
than 125 Canadians saw action, though no units of this country’s armed
forces had as yet been committed to battle. They were the pioneers of
Canada’s wartime effort, for they had enlisted in the Royal Air Force by
the hundreds in the immediate pre-war years. When the war broke out
there were more Canadian pilots in the RAF than in the RCAF.

The definition of an “ace” is any pilot who destroys five or more enemy
aircraft. The first two Canadian aces of the war were Manitobans flying
in France — Flying Officer Allan B. Angus of McCreary and Flight
Lieutenant Mark H. “Hilly” Brown [see entry] of Portage la Prairie.

Flying Officer Angus had a short, spectacular career with No. 85
Squadron, [a] Hurricane unit attached to the British Expeditionary Force.
He shot down his first enemy machine, a JU.88 bomber, over Armentieres
early in the morning of May 10, 1940. On this occasion the German
gunner put several bullets into his oil system and Angus had to crash-land
in a wood. On May 14 he shot down two HE111 bombers. Two days
later, however, he and another pilot ran into a force of 75 German aircraft.
In a savage dogfight, Angus managed to destroy two enemy bombers, but
he himself was shot down and killed (Halliday 1970).

Angus Island (64 J/14) in Bain Lake was named after him in 1989.

Angus, Private Benjamin N. of Angusville (H 75191). Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 24 July 1944 at the age of 30
and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son of William J. and
Martha E. Angus of Angusville. Angus Lake (62 N/15), southeast
of Swan River was named after him in 1973.

Antoniak, Private Frank E. of Volga (B 83672). Royal Canadian
Army Supply Corps. He died 27 July 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Fred and Mary Antoniak of
Volga, Manitoba. Antoniak Lake (64 O/6), south of Corbett Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Antonyszyn, Gunner Elie of Rorketon (H 614971). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 15 July 1945 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland.
He was the son of Michael and Lena Antonyszyn of Rorketon.
Antonyszyn Lake (64 P/1), southeast of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1974.



Arbour, Company Sergeant Major (Warrant
Officer 2) Abram of Winnipeg (H 19489).
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders, Military
Cross.

During the night 7th - 8th August, 1944, the
QOCH of Canada attacked and captured the town
of Fontenay de Marmion. On consolidation, “B”
Company was allotted the defence of the northern
< section of the town in the vicinity of Battalion
Headquarters. During the early hours of the morning on August 8th, the
enemy shelled and mortared the town very heavily. The Company
Commander was wounded and CSM Arbour immediately took over
command of the Company and completed reorganization of the
defensive position.
At approximately 0800 hours, an enemy counter attack in some strength
moved against “B” Company’s position. This attack was pinned down
by small arms fire and CSM Arbour personally formed and led a counter
attack force to mop up the enemy with utter disregard for personal danger
and with absolute confidence he formed a complete force of Company
Headquarters and No. 10 Platoon and under covering fire from No. 11
and 12 Platoons assaulted and killed or captured the enemy force which
threatened his Company’s position. CSM Arbour, by his speed in
handling a difficult position and superb courage, was directly responsible
for the Battalion holding and consolidating its objective (MC Citation
1944).

Born in Bender Hamlet near Narcisse, this veteran of Dieppe died
23 August 1944 at the age of 25 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
He was the son of Nathan and Etta Arbour and was survived by his
wife Clarice M. Arbour (née Horton) of Newhaven, Sussex,
England and their daughter. Arbour Lake (64 C/15), east of
Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1949 and four decades later,
his daughter brought her children to Manitoba from their home in
Texas to visit the lake named after her father.

Archer, Leading Seaman Arthur E. of
Winnipeg (2560). HMCS Fraser. The Fraser
was lost in a collision with the British cruiser
HMS Calcutta during the evacuation of France
in 1940. Leading Seaman Archer died 25 June
1940 at the age of 31 and is commemorated at
"| the Halifax Memorial. He was the son of
‘ George and Sarah Ann Archer of Winnipeg and
was survived by his wife Neva G. Archer of
Vancouver and their two children. His daughter writes (28
November 2001):
My dad was a loving husband and father to his wife Neva and his two
children Norma (six years) and Art (two years). We moved to Halifax
from Victoria so as to be nearer to him when he came home on leave. It
wasn’t easy for my mom to move to a strange city during war time with
two little ones, but this showed their love for each other. I treasure a
birthday card my dad sent me on my third birthday while away at sea.
The Navy was my dad’s life. He and his brother Fred served several
years in peace time so were well trained when the war broke out. My
uncle Fred survived the war. The one thing I regret is not knowing where
his body lies, although the sea would have most likely been his choice.
Dad’s mom and he never knew of each other’s death as there was only a
day in between. Besides his brother Fred, he left to mourn his father and
many sisters and brothers. Most of them lived in Winnipeg at this time.
Archer Creek (64 1/7), which flows north into North Knife River
was named after him in 1957.

Argo, Sergeant William of Rapid City (R 106448). No. 23
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 29 January 1943 at the
age of 20 and is commemorated at Honington (All Saints)
Churchyard in Suffolk, England. He was the son of William and
Isobel Argo of Rapid City. Argo Lake (64 O/15), east of Nueltin
Lake was named after him in 1975.

Argue, Lance Corporal Reginald G. of Moore Dale (H 17103).
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 23 May 1944
at the age of 24 and is commemorated at the Cassino War Cemetery

10

in Italy. He was the son of Robert H. and Ethel M. Argue of
Brandon. Argue Lake (52 E/14), southeast of Lac du Bonnet was
named after him in 1974.

Arksey, Pilot Officer Walter L. of Langruth
(J 89952). No. 460 Squadron. He died 11 June
1944 only two days after he received his
commission. He was 21 years of age and is
commemorated at Viroflay New Communal Cemetery,
Yvelines, France. His nephew and namesake Walter
Arksey of Kanata, Ontario has visited the site.
Pilot Officer Arksey was the third of the nine sons
of John and Maude Arksey
of Langruth. According to his brother (11 November 2001):
Walter Lynwood Arksey was born March 14, 1923. He enlisted in the
Royal Canadian Air Force in the fall of 1942 and completed one year of
training in Canada before leaving for overseas in the fall of 1943. A Pilot
Officer with the 460 (RAAF) Squadron, he went into action in May, 1944
and was reported missing June 11 that year.
Walter’s aunt Lucy (Lou) Senton of Winnipeg remembers seeing him off
on the train on October 27, 1943. She says he was a kind-hearted young
man with a good sense of humour, typical of the many bright young farm
boys who saw the armed forces as a way out of life on the prairies during
the depression. In a letter home written just weeks before his death,
Walter spoke of the sights and people of England: “It really isn’t too bad
over here,” he wrote, “but the sooner I can set foot on Canadian soil the
better” (n.d.).
Arksey Lake (64 P/15), northeast of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Armitage, Gunner George Archibald of Elva
(H 92484). Royal Canadian Artillery. He died
2 June 1943 at the age of 35 and is
commemorated at Melita Cemetery, Manitoba.
He was the son of William and Alma I
Armitage of Elva. Armitage Lake (54 D/15),
northeast of Myre Lake was named after him in
1996.

Armstrong, Sergeant Arthur Ronald of Brandon (R 291562). No.
1659 Conversion Unit, RCAF. He died 17 May 1945 at the age of
20 and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey,
England. According to his sister (8 November 1985):
My brother ... died in a plane crash over Fife, Scotland in May, 1945 and
his and the rest of the crew’s bodies (except three of the tail crew) were
never recovered. As it happened right after VE-Day, my Mom and Dad
felt their only son would be coming home. Mom never got over the
shock and wouldn’t talk about Ron after that.
Armstrong Island (64 F/3) in Vandekerckhove Lake was named
after him in 1988.

Armstrong, Private George of Winnipeg (H 6239). Winnipeg
Grenadiers. He died a prisoner of war 5 October 1942 at the age of
54 and is commemorated at the Sai Wan War Cemetery in Hong
Kong. He was the son of Creighton and Elizabeth G. Armstrong of
Fivemiletown, Northern Ireland. Armstrong Rapids (64 P/10) in
Cameron River was named after him in 1995.

Armstrong, Flight Sergeant George P. of
Portage la Prairie (R 157239). No. 142
Squadron. He died 25 November 1943 at the
age of 19 and is commemorated at Florence
War Cemetery, Italy. He was the only son of
Dr. George P. (MC, ED, MD, FACS) and Ulieta
M. Armstrong of Portage la Prairie. George
Armstrong Lake (53 K/14), west of Edmund
Lake was named after him in 1995.




Armstrong, Flying Officer John K. of
Boissevain (J 28574). No. 433 Squadron. He
died 29 July 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at the Kiel War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the second of the six children
of Roy H. and Myrtle L. Armstrong of
? Boissevain. He had completed Grade 12 at
; ‘ Boissevain Collegiate and was enrolled in the
Faculty of Agriculture at the University of

Manitoba when he enlisted. His younger sister recalls (26
November 2001):

He was someone we looked up to as he helped his father on the farm and

I remember him and his brother Laverne both away at the war. It was a

strange day when my parents heard of him “missing in action.” The next

day, my other brother (two years younger than John) was also reported

missing. Fortunately, Laverne was rescued in Burma, so you can see we

knew what war was, even as young people.

Armstrong Esker (64 N/11), north of Kasmere Lake was named
after Flying Officer Armstrong in 1989.

Armstrong, Flying Officer Oswald W. of
Rossburn (J 40427). No. 44 Squadron. He was
shot down over Germany 3 February 1945 at
the age of 22 and is commemorated at
Durnbach War Cemetery in Bavaria, Germany.
He was the third of the seven children of Walter
and Mabel Armstrong (née Fisher) of Rossburn.
His brother recalls (6 December 2001):

Oswald attended elementary schools at Ekford and Perth, Manitoba —
schools no longer in existence. He graduated from Grade 12 in 1939,
writing his final exams on Friday and going to work in the Rossburn
Branch of the Bank of Toronto on Monday. He remained in their employ
until his enlistment in the RCAF in 1942. He took navigator training at
No. 7 Air Observer School in Portage la Prairie, going overseas in
January, 1943. Oswald arrived in England in February, 1943,
approximately the same day I arrived in Algiers. He attempted to see me
in Devon where I was stationed on his first leave. Since I was already
out of the country, we never did meet in uniform.

His sister adds (19 January 1995):

From the many letters we received from my brother, we gathered he was
very lonely, like so many other young people who had never dreamed
that they would ever be so far away from home. He travelled to Scotland
to discover his roots and when he bought a bike, he explored his
neighbourhood.

He flew quite a few missions over Germany and on the night of February
2/3, his plane was shot down. No word was received of Oswald’s
whereabouts until some time in 1946 when four of the seven crew
members’ bodies were discovered in a cemetery near Karlsruhe.

And again (6 December 2001):

I was close to him as a quiet, but determined, gentle person with many
friends. His bank manager spoke glowingly of his work - both as to his
accuracy and devotion to job and relations with their customers. Oswald
was a constant reader and a loyal friend, a skier, hockey player, member
of the United Church and an active correspondent, writing home weekly.

His last latter home was addressed to his sister and was dated 2
February 1945, the day before he went missing. He told her that he
had sore knees but would not report sick because he wanted to be
home in time for her graduation from St. Boniface Hospital. His
sister adds (19 January 1995):
I was home on holidays (from Nurse’s training at St. Boniface Hospital)
just after VE-Day and witnessed my parents and all our family having a
trying time. Each Prisoner of War Camp liberated raised our hopes that
Oswald would be located and then have our hopes dashed.

Armstrong Hill (64 1/12), east of Tadoule Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Armstrong, Pilot Officer Robert H. of Winnipeg (J 92624). No.
625 Squadron. He died 23 October 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Harrogate (Stonefall) Cemetery in Yorkshire,
England. He was the son of Robert W. and Elizabeth Armstrong of
Winnipeg. Armstrong Bay (64 B/13), in the west end of Southern
Indian Lake was named after him in 1979.

Armstrong, Leading Aircraftman Ross A.
“Sandy” of Winnipeg (R 59102). No. 1 Service
Flying Training School. He died 30 October
1940 at the age of 25 and is commemorated at
Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
ninth son of William S. and Carlotta J.
Armstrong of Winnipeg. He volunteered
immediately after Britain declared war,
“hoping to compensate for the sacrifice his
oldest brother endured with the loss of a leg at age 15 during World
War [.” According to his sister (14 April 1998):
Sandy’s school years were spent at Riverview and Lord Roberts
elementary schools and Kelvin High School. He was an all-round sports
enthusiast whose forte was track and field. His inter-high school record
in the half-mile stood for many years and he was chosen to participate in
Hamilton, Ontario prior to the schoolboy games in Australia. Sandy
loved soccer and hockey and was an ardent curler at Fort Rouge Curling
Club from 1929 - 1933, once winning the Junior Championship during
that period. They were presented with the Calhoun Trophy and also, to
their amusement, with a “Calhoun” fedora. He also loved horse racing,
not so much to wager as to just watch the horses run.

Sandy found work at the Hudson’s Bay Company driving and delivering.
Then he was accepted as an apprentice electrician at City Hydro. Before
volunteering for the RCAF in 1939, one of his last jobs was on a crew
laying landing lights at Stevenson Field, later integrated into Winnipeg
Airport. Sandy was sent to Manning Pool in early 1940, then back to
Winnipeg where he and seven other young men began training on what
was familiar ground to Sandy — Stevenson Field. After preliminary
training he was assigned to Camp Borden. In the evening of October 30,
1940, Sandy was flying solo during a violent storm when his aircraft
went down. He was to have received his wings the following day.
Sandy was returned to Winnipeg by the Padre of Camp Borden and two
of his brothers. He was interred in the Armstrong family plot in
Elmwood Cemetery. He was the first casualty of many among the young
men who volunteered from the Fort Rouge area of Winnipeg. Tragically,
all of those who trained at Stevenson Field perished within one year.
Sandy, the youngest son, and the last one home with his mother was
cherished by his family and hosts of friends.

Armstrong Point (64 J/12) in Descoteaux Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Arnason, Corporal Olafur B. of Winnipegosis
(L' 1141). Saskatoon Light Infantry. He died 15
P December 1943 at the age of 25 and is
. © » | commemorated at the Moro River Canadian
o War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Kris
- and Mary Arnason and was survived by his
/ «, wife Frances J. Arnason of Vancouver.
¥ Arnason Lake (64 F/2), southeast of Wells
Lake was named after him in 1994.

Arnold, Flying Officer William B. of Winnipeg (J 27477). No. 357
Squadron. He died 20 May 1945 at the age of 32 and is
commemorated at the Sai Wan War Cemetery in Hong Kong. He was
the son of Florent G. and Edna G. Arnold of Kingston, Ontario and
was survived by his wife Catherine M. Arnold of Kingston, Ontario.
Arnold Island (63 1/7) in Molson Lake was named after him in 1995.

r

Arnold, Pilot Officer William H. of Winnipeg (J 4708). No. 10
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 27 July 1941 at the age
of 21 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in
Surrey, England. He was the son of William E. and Alice M.
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Arnold of Winnipeg. Arnold Bay (64 B/16) in Chapman Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Arthur, Able Seaman Charles H. of Winnipeg
(V 24520). HMCS Stadacona. He died 1
October 1943 at the age of 39 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was survived by his wife Leona
Arthur of Winnipeg. Arthur Lake (64 K/1),
east of Chartrand Lake was named after him in
1997.

Arthurs, Pilot Officer John W. of Sifton (J 6148).
No. 62 Squadron. He was reported missing over
Burma during a reconnaissance tour 29 April 1942.
He was 22 years of age and is commemorated at
the Singapore Memorial. He was the son of
William F. and Olga V. Arthurs of Sifton. This
student of Brandon and Wesley colleges enlisted in
1940, hoping to continue his education upon his
return.  Arthurs Lake (63 K/13), northeast of
Embury Lake was named after him in 1988.

Ash, Private William Kenneth (A 109161).
Essex Scottish Regiment. He died 19 February
1945 at the age of 27 and is commemorated at
Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in Holland.
He was the son of Edward J. and Alice A. Ash
(née May). His sister recalls (7 November 2001):

In the early years, his parents farmed in

Saskatchewan and Alberta. He was born in Percival,

Saskatchewan and moved to Winnipeg in 1926 and
would have been nine years old. They lived in central Winnipeg and he
liked fishing and baseball and was a lot of fun. There were five boys and
two girls in the family. He was the youngest boy.

He enlisted in Winnipeg and had two older brothers in the Forces, Leo
Edmund and Walter Raymond, both Engineers and at one point in the war
they were coming from Italy to Holland and just missed their brother Ken by
acouple of weeks. Had they met up with him, he may have survived the war.

In a letter from Holland to his sister he wrote:

Dear Ruth: I have received two letters from you, but I haven’t had [time]
to answer them for we have moved to a place and were told that we
would be here for some time. No fighting or even looking for a Jerry, so
I got to work and made me a home. It took me a week to do the most
important part of it, but I have the best place of them all now, and most
comfortable too. The first day there was only myself and another fellow
in it. Now there is five of us. If I had of made it bigger, there would be
more in it, but the more the merrier. At least I can sit down and write a
letter in comfort. That’s more than a lot of them can do.

I’'m glad to hear you’re feeling good and I hope it is all over by the time
you get this letter, that you are back home in the best of health. It better
be a girl too, and give her a good name, one like her mother. But you
more than likely had it named six months ago, boy or girl.

Well I’'m not going to say much more tonight for I have a lot of letters to
write. This is the first letter that I have wrote in two weeks. Some of the
letters that I have to answer are a month old. So I will close for now.
Wish the best of luck to you. Yours truly, Ken (30 January 1945).

His last letter was written only eight days before his death:

Dear Ruth: I received the telegram today, but I’'m not showing [illegible].
But nevertheless, I'm glad to hear all’s well. And I'm hoping that you
will be home by the time this letter gets there and feeling fine. I don’t
mean that you should rush things. Do what is best for you, even if it does
take a little longer.

We are doing good over here. Sometimes we have a tough break. Other
times we get it easy. Not too bad. You will be reading some big news
shortly. I hope that it will be better than I think it will. But I give Jerry
a short time, then it will be all over. So until later, I will close for now.
Yours truly, Ken (11 February 1945).
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Ash Lake (53 M/11), southwest of Ransom Lake was named after
him in 1996.

Asham, Private Gilbert G. of Crane River (H 204651). Calgary
Highlanders. He died 7 September 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at the Calais Canadian War Cemetery in France.
He was the son of John and Ida Asham of Crane River, Manitoba.
Asham Lake (64 H/6), northeast of Northern Indian Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Ashbery, Warrant Officer 2 Hedley W. H. of Winnipeg (C 97656).
Canadian Postal Corps. He died 8 February 1946 at the age of 35
and is commemorated at Beechwood Cemetery in Ottawa. He was
survived by his brother Ernest J. H. Ashbery of Basingstoke,
England. Ashbery Lake (64 N/6), southwest of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Ashley, Able Seaman Robert P. of Winnipeg (V 9615). HMCS Ottawa.
The Ottawa was escorting Convoy ON.127 in the North Atlantic
when it was struck by two torpedoes from U-91; 114 of her ship’s
company were lost. Able Seaman Ashley died 13 September 1942
at the age of 21 and is commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He
was survived by his sister Molly Ashley of Winnipeg. Ashley Lake
(64 1/4), west of North Knife Lake was named after him in 1957.

Ashley-Pryce, Private John of Virden (L 27026). Royal Canadian
Army Service Corps. He died 22 July 1943 and is commemorated
at Agira Canadian War Cemetery, Sicily. Ashley-Pryce Lake
(64 1/3), west of North Knife Lake was named after him in 1974.

Ashmall, Telegraphist Royden G. of Winnipeg
(V 24241). HMCS Racoon. The Racoon was
torpedoed and sunk by U-165 while escorting
Convoy QS.33 in the St. Lawrence River; there
were no survivors. Telegraphist Ashmall died 7
September 1942 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He
was the only son of George J. and Eliza
Ashmall of Winnipeg. According to a
childhood friend (4 May 1995):
Royden was born ... in Coventry, England. He came to Canada with his
parents ... when he was six years old. They settled in Winnipeg. Royden
had a paper route on Wellington Crescent. He then worked as a “soda
jerk” at Snell’s Drugstore on Academy Road. From Snell’s, he went to
Gutta-Percha Rubber and like many during the Depression, worked many
hours of overtime with no pay and had to fight to get supper money. After
promising his mother he would not enlist, he applied to the army and air
force and was turned down because of a childhood accident to his leg. He
was then accepted by the Royal Canadian Navy Volunteer Reserve. I first
met Royden in 1937 and my eldest son is named after him.
Ashmall Point (63 B/10), on the west shore of Lake Winnipeg was
named after him in 1970.

Ashton, Pilot Officer John B. of Winnipeg
(42552). No. 607 Squadron, RAF. He enlisted
in June, 1939 and died 17 July 1940, early in
the Battle of Britain. He was 26 years of age
and is commemorated at Hawarden (St.
Deiniol) Churchyard in Flintshire, Wales. He
was the son of Harry W. and Frances W. Ashton
of East Kildonan. Ashton Lake (64 N/16),
north of Nahili Lake was named after him in 1995.

Askew, Flight Sergeant George W. of Cartwright (R 134348). No.
419 Squadron. He died 26 July 1943 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of William R. E. and Josephine Askew



of Cartwright and the brother of Flight Sergeant John R. Askew
(next entry). Askew Lake (64 1/7), northeast of North Knife Lake
was named after him in 1974.

Askew, Flight Sergeant John R. of Cartwright (R 134417). No.
1659 Conversion Unit, RCAF. He died 28 January 1943 at the age
of 23 and is commemorated at Ripon Cemetery in Yorkshire,
England. He was the son of William R. E. and Josephine Askew of
Cartwright and the brother of Flight Sergeant George W. Askew
(previous entry). Askew Island (53 L/8) in Webber Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Askey, Pilot Officer Michael W. of Winnipeg (J 19049). No. 92
Squadron. He died 28 October 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Alamein Memorial in Egypt. A newspaper
article six months before his death indicated that:
Sergeant Michael Askey, RCAF, born in Saskatoon and son of the
Reverend William Askey, former rector of Christ Church, now a chaplain
overseas is credited with shooting down three enemy aircraft in one day,
April 20 over Tunisia. Sergeant Askey, 20 years old, left Saskatoon when
a small boy and received his education in Winnipeg where his father went
to become rector of All Saints Church. Mr. Askey was also a chaplain in
the First Great War. His son was an insurance statistician before joining
up, and volunteered for service in Tunisia last December.
As the young RCAF fighter pilot’s score became known, news [was]
received that two other Canadians were credited with two enemy planes
destroyed and one probably destroyed in earlier air battles. Askey got the
first triple off Cape Bon, a Macchi-202. He fired one burst, then saw the
plane crash on a beach. That kill came in the morning. In the afternoon
he attacked two Macchis off Pantelleria Island. The pilot of the first
plane bailed out when Askey’s bullets sprayed the cockpit and as the
second turned for an attack, Askey scored hits on the enemy’s wing and
cockpit and saw the machine dive into the sea. “I don’t think the first
pilot’s chute opened,” said Askey. “I never saw him after he jumped.”
The kills brought Askey’s score to four. His first victim was a
Messerschmitt-109 last month (Star Phoenix 27 April 1943).

Askey Lake (64 O/10), southeast of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1961.

Aspholm, Signalman Rueben L. of Flin Flon (H 38928). Royal
Canadian Corps of Signals. He died 13 February 1945 at the age of
23 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Albert and Esther Aspholm and was
survived by his wife Dorothy V. Aspholm of Elmwood. Aspholm
Lake (53 M/5), south of Hackland Lake was named after him in 1996.

Astbury, Flying Officer John W. “Jack” of
Portage la Prairie (J 21524). No. 405 Squadron.
He died 14 January 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Hanover War Cemetery
in Germany. He was the only child of
Alderman Charles B. and Catherine Astbury of
Portage la Prairie. His was the first Canadian
built Lancaster which was dubbed the “Ruhr
Express.” Astbury Lake (52 E/14), southeast of
Lac du Bonnet was named after him in 1974.

Astle, Lieutenant Sidney W. of Winnipeg. Lord Strathcona’s
Horse. He died 6 September 1943 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was
survived by his wife Elizabeth Astle of Barrie, Ontario. Astle Lake
(64 K/12), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in
1972.

Atchison, Pilot Officer John M. of Brandon (J 95411). No. 424
Squadron. He died 5 March 1945 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War Cemetery in

Brandenburg, Germany. Afchison Lake (64 O/13), east of Nueltin
Lake was named after him in 1975.

Atkins, Flight Sergeant Milton W. of Winnipeg (R 101589). No.
207 Squadron. He died 11 August 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Ernest J. and May P. Atkins of St. James. Atkins
Lake (63 ]/13), east of Wekusko Lake was named after him in 1972.

Atkinson, Sergeant Albert E. of Minnedosa
(R 134035). No. 429 Squadron. He died 14
May 1943 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at Rheinberg War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of John and Hazel H.
Atkinson of Wellington, British Columbia. His
younger sister recalls (29 November 1996):

As a teenager I remember going with him (I was 6

- 8) while he practised archery on the local rabbits.
He got parts for the bow and arrow in a kit and made them himself. He
also had a .22 rifle and shot crows and rabbits under a bounty plan to make
some money. He sang bass in the church choir and played bass horn in
the town band. He was very popular at school and was good at sports.
Before he joined the air force, he was learning to run the projector at the
local movie theatre. One night the film caught fire; he held the projector
room door shut until all the patrons were out causing him to have singed
eyebrows and hair. One member of his aircrew was a prisoner of war and
after the war came to visit my mother. He said Al stayed in the plane
until everyone else was out.

Atkinson Bay (64 P/1) in Nykolaishen Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Atkinson, Flying Officer Merle W. of Hartney
(J 8359). No. 76 Squadron. He died 1 October
1942 at the age of 20 and is commemorated at
the Kiel War Cemetery in Germany. He was the son
of John B. and Elizabeth J. Atkinson of Hartney,
Manitoba. On one of his first combat missions, he
was ordered to bail out, thus becoming a member
of the “Caterpillar Club” — those who’s lives had
been saved by the use of a Caterpillar Parachute.
His sister recalls (10 April 1995):

He was educated at Melgund rural school and Hartney High School. He
enjoyed playing softball and was a catcher for his Air Force buddies’
team while training in Regina in 1941. He was also an avid NHL fan of
Foster Hewitt’s Hockey Night in Canada. He regularly kept the stats for
all six National Hockey League teams, but the Toronto Maple Leafs were
his favourites. Even after being stationed in England, he wanted us to
send him the hockey stats.

He kept a diary of his thoughts after his first few flights. One entry
written after one of his first combat flights reads “Now I know what
it is like to be really scared.” Merle Atkinson Island (64 N/16) in
Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1995.

Atkinson, Lance Corporal Ronald E. of West
Kildonan (H 6905). Winnipeg Grenadiers,
Military Medal. He died 8 October 1943 at the
age of 32 and is commemorated at the Sai Wan
War Cemetery in Hong Kong. He was one of
the four children of William H. and Eva G.
Atkinson (née Ingrain) and was survived by his
wife Dolores M. Atkinson (née Perch) of
Winnipeg and their three children. His son
writes (October 16, 2001):

Lance Corporal Atkinson was born December 23, 1911 in Selkirk,
Manitoba. He played defence with the Selkirk Rambler Hockey Club,
champions of the Selkirk and District Hockey League 1929-30.
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There are a few letters to his wife and children, written from the prison
camp in Hong Kong in which he maintained that things were going well
and looked forward to the war ending and returning home. His last letter
was to Mr. Ralph Cappell, a member of the Home Guard in Hong Kong,
asking Ralph to write to his wife and leaving his possessions to Ralph.
Mrs. Delores Atkinson eventually married Ralph Cappell in Hong Kong
and resided there for many years.

The Globe and Mail (Wood 1991) reported that:

Harold Atkinson and his older brother Ronald said good-bye to their
family in Winnipeg ... and climbed aboard a train heading west. They
had no idea where they were going. Several recruits fled the train. About
40 tried to mutiny on the Vancouver docks.

On October 27, almost the entire contingent left Canada, still unaware of
its destination. They stopped in Pearl Harbor to refuel. Many of the
soldiers’ first and only rifle practice involved shooting at gasoline cans
tossed from the fantail of the converted troopship, Awatea. The number
of rounds fired in practice by members of the Royal Rifles averaged just
35. When they arrived in Hong Kong on November 16, 30 per cent had
never fired a single shot. Worse, the battalion’s supply ship — carrying
212 vehicles — never reached Hong Kong island. The Canadians had no
trucks, no motorcycles and virtually no artillery.

After the fall of Hong Kong, Lance Corporal Atkinson was taken
prisoner of war. Ronald Atkinson Lake (64 H/12), north of Wood
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Attridge, Private James S. of Flin Flon (L 51063). Royal
Canadian Infantry Corps. He died 2 February 1942 at the age of 23
and is commemorated at the Regina Cemetery in Saskatchewan.
He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney N. Attridge of Flin Flon.
Attridge Lake (64 F/15), west of Big Sand Lake was named after
him in 1961.

Attwood, Corporal Walter G. of Brooklands (H 37718). Royal
Canadian Army Service Corps. He died 14 November 1942 at the
age of 33 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery
in Surrey, England. He was the son of George and Ruth Attwood
and was survived by his wife Frances W. B. Attwood of Pontiac,
Michigan. Attwood Lake (64 N/16), west of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Aubin, Flight Sergeant J. G. Marcel of Carman (R 152693). No.
156 Squadron. He died 22 September 1943 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Hanover War Cemetery in Germany. Aubin
Lake (52 L/6), east of Lac du Bonnet was named after him in 1973.

The 12th Manitoba Dragoons crossing the Seine River in Staghound armoured cars
28 August 1944. Courtesy of the National Archives of Canada (PA-144143).
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Badams, Private Robert Fredrick. of
Winnipeg (H 10317). Lincoln and Welland
Regiment. He died 21 April 1945 at the age of
27 and is commemorated at the Holten
Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was
the son of Henry P. and Victoria Badams of
Winnipeg. He had been employed by
Macleod’s Limited at the time of his enlistment
and their internal newsletter recalled his years
of service there:

The cause of freedom is well served when four brothers in one family
respond to their county’s call. This thought came readily to mind when
word reached Macleod’s Limited, Winnipeg office, that Fred Badams, for
many years assistant shipper at Winnipeg, has been killed on active
service. Fred’s place as third in a family of four boys may somehow have
influenced him to join the army, though his three brothers preferred
service in the navy.

First employed by the firm in 1932 as a temporary helper in the binder
canvas factory, it was not until December, 1934 that Fred became a
“regular.” Office and warehouse associates alike admired the “calm,
even tenor of his ways;” it seemed that Fred went out of his way to be
courteous and obliging; he was a favourite of everyone.

“Taps” sounded for Robert Fred Badams on April 21st last. There had
been heavy fighting in Holland, but the fighting now was on German soil.
During an attack, Fred was up in front with the signal corps. The job of
laying wire had been completed when the enemy laid down a heavy
screen of mortar fire. Fred was killed instantly. We who knew Fred well
can say with certainty: “It is by men like these that Freedom stands” (The
Friendly Tiger June 1945).

Badams Lake (64 K/13), northeast of Lac Brochet was named after
him in 1972.

Badre, Aircraftman 2 Michael J. M. of
Winnipeg (R 119530). Photographer, RCAF.
He died 24 January 1942 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Assumption Gardens in
Winnipeg. He was the son of Philip and Najibeh
Badre of Winnipeg. Prior to the war, he had been an
accomplished writer, photographer and the editor of
St. Mary’s College newsletter in Brockville, Ontario.
Badre Lake (63 K/16), northwest of Wekusko Lake
was named after him in 1973.

Bagg, Flight Sergeant Arthur J. of The Pas
(R 106054). No. 15 Squadron. He died 8
March 1943 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Verdun-sur-Meuse (Faubourg
Pave) French National Cemetery, Meuse,
France. He was the son of Charles and Sarah G.
Bagg of The Pas. His sister recalls (3 December
2001):

Sergeant Arthur James Bagg enlisted in the RCAF in 1941 or 1942. It
was probably 1941 as he visited some of his parents’ relatives in England
after arriving there. He was killed ... during a bombing raid, presumably
over Germany. He had told us in one of his letters that his aircraft was
connected to the “Bay Line” which we took to mean a Hudson bomber
as the “Bay Line” was and still is the railway from The Pas to Churchill.
He also mentioned Robin Hood at one time which we gathered meant
Nottingham.

In a letter [which arrived] after his death, he told me that our mother was
feeling very sorry for her neighbour who had lost her son, Art’s good
chum. He told me to tell her that he didn’t have a charmed life either. I
don’t believe I showed her that letter.

After the war, my sister who had been in the Air Force (Women’s
Division) visited a chap in a Winnipeg hospital with TB. He had been a
prisoner of war for over two years. He had been a member of the crew
in which our brother had been tail gunner. He told her that Art had seen
“something” coming and told them to “get the hell out,” which they did.
But he didn’t. He was the only one who didn’t. After the war our Mother
received a ... Cross and a picture of his grave near Verdun.

Bagg Lake (64 N/16), west of Nueltin Lake was named after him
in 1961.

Bailey, Gunner Henry E. of Winnipeg (H 67408). Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 5 July 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Ernest L. and Maud E. Bailey
of Winnipeg. Bailey Bay (64 B/9) in Uhlman Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Bailey, Flight Sergeant Martin of Stockton (R
119568). No. 75 Squadron. He died 28 August
1943 at the age of 26 and is commemorated at
Durnbach War Cemetery in Bavaria, Germany.
He was the son of Reuben and Elizabeth Bailey
of Stockton, Manitoba. After attending the
University of Manitoba and obtaining his
Teaching Certificate from the Normal School
there, he taught Grades 1 to 8 in a one-room
school near Wawanesa for four years. He enlisted in 1941 and was
reported “missing presumed dead” on his third mission. Bailey
Point (64 1/4) on the south shore of Ashley Lake was named after
him in 1989.

Bailey, Able Seaman Norris B. of Pointe du Bois (V 31265).
HMCS St. Croix. The St. Croix was torpedoed and sunk by U-305
south of Iceland while escorting Convoy ON.202. Five officers and
76 men were rescued by HMS Irchen, but only one of these
survived the loss of the Ifchen two days later. See VanSickle,
Ordinary Seaman Harold A. for additional information. Able
Seaman Bailey died 20 September 1943 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He was survived by his
mother Maria J. Taitinger of Claresholm, Alberta. Bailey
Peninsula (53 M/5) in Utik Lake was named after him in 1996.

Bailey, Pilot Officer Russell Norman of
Winnipeg (J 9880). No. 3 Personnel Reception
Centre, RCAF. He died 6 June 1942 at the age
of 23 and is commemorated at Bournemouth
North Cemetery in Hampshire, England. He
was the son of George and Lillian Bailey of
Winnipeg. Bailey Island (64 F/3) in Goldsand
Lake was named after him in 1988.

Bailie, Private Thomas F. of Winnipeg (H 103063). 48th
Highlanders of Canada. He died 4 September 1944 at the age of 21
and is commemorated at Montecchio War Cemetery in Italy. He
was the son of Thomas and Olive M. Bailie of Winnipeg. Bailie
Lake (64 H/4), northeast of Gauer Lake was named after him in
1995.

Baillie, Flight Sergeant John R. of Winnipeg (R 74696). No. 405
Squadron. He died 9 September 1942 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
Baillie Peninsula (54 E/2) in Long Lake was named after him in
1995.

Bain, Lieutenant Douglas M. of Winnipeg (O 3670). Steamship
Empire Wave. He died 1 October 1941 at the age of 29 and is
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commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He was the son of
Archibald D. and Lillie F. Bain of Winnipeg. Bain Lake (64 J/14),
northwest of Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1957.

Bain, Corporal Grigor E. of Winnipeg (H 36944). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 23 July 1944 at the age of 20 and
is commemorated at the Bayeux War Cemetery in Calvados,
France. He was the son of Major Grigor E. (ED) and Barbara D. J.
A. Bain of Winnipeg. A native of Portage la Prairie, he had
represented that city for many years at the Manitoba junior golf
championships. Bain Bay (64 P/15) in Rankmore Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Baird, Flight Sergeant Gordon D. R. of Shoal
Lake (R 95331). No. 111 Squadron. He died 16
July 1942 at the age of 22 and is commemorated
at the Ottawa Memorial. He was the brother of
Warrant Officer Nelson Baird (see entry) and
the son of James H. and Sarah A. Baird of
Winnipeg. He was survived by his wife of nine
months Mona Baird (née Dott) of Norwood.
Baird Bay (64 C/8) in Granville Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Baird, Flying Officer Jack D. of Winnipeg
(J44950). No. 6 Operational Training Unit, RCAF.
He died 6 December 1944 at the age of 20 and
is commemorated at Blacon Cemetery in Cheshire,
England. He was the son of Samuel G. and Elsie
K. Baird of Winnipeg. Baird Lake (64 O/8),
southeast of Nueltin Lake was named after him
in 1961.

Baird, Warrant Officer 2 Nelson G. of Shoal Lake (R 191011). No.
408 Squadron. He died 7 March 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Kiel War Cemetery in Germany. He was the
son of James H. and Sarah A. Baird of Winnipeg and the brother of
Flight Sergeant Gordon Baird (see entry). Previously shot down
over France, he had managed to bail out safely and return to
England. At the time of his death, he was attempting to log as many
missions as possible so that he could get a leave back to Winnipeg
to marry his fiancée Peggy Warren. Baird Island (64 C/8) in
Granville Lake was named after him in 1995.

Baker, Flying Officer Henry D. of Neepawa
(J 15823). No. 418 Squadron. He died 9 April
1943 at the age of 24 and is commemorated at
St. Andre-de-L’Eure Communal Cemetery,
Eure, France. He was the son of George A. and
Mary R. Baker of Neepawa and was survived
by his wife Julia Baker.

Henry was born March 5, 1919 in the Springhill
district. He attended school there, completing his

Grade 11 at the Neepawa Collegiate. In his last ten years at home, he
participated in a Diesel Engineering correspondence course, completing
his practical training at Chicago, Illinois. He also farmed in the area until
he joined the Royal Canadian Air Force at Calgary in July, 1940. He
trained in Toronto and Camp Borden, returning to Calgary to complete a
Wireless Operator course. He graduated from the Bombing and Gunnery
School at Macdonald in August, 1941. Henry received his Pilot Officer’s
commission in August, 1942. Henry served in Great Britain and over
continental Europe. He married Julie Wilkinson from Surrey, England on
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March 23, 1943. She was serving in the MT Section of the Royal Air
Force in England. Henry was flying on Boston aircraft No. 8325 during
an intruder operation over the Melun/Bretigny area of France and was
never heard from again (Pittman n.d.).

Baker Peninsula (64 P/2) on the north shore of Thuykay Lake was
named after him in 1985.

7 Baker, Flying Officer Herbert Allan of Carman
(J 25280). No. 12 Operational Training Unit,
RCAF. He died 29 January 1944 at the age of
27 and is commemorated at Botley Cemetery in
Oxfordshire, England. His sister visited the
grave in 1968 and again in 1981. He was the
seventh of the nine children of Mr. and Mrs.
William Baker of Graysville. According to his
sister (19 February 1996):

Allan was very interested in farming, which he was doing with his aged

father and brother seven years younger. All letters home inquired of his
pigs, what was happening with the sheep, the colour of the new colt and
to sell or fatten the bull.

In some of the many letters home from various parts of England and
Scotland he wrote:

* The blackouts make it difficult to find your way in a strange place, with
approximately the light of a match. It’s certainly a black looking world
at night when up in the air.

* Recently took a course on finding, flying and landing on a beam. It is
certainly marvellous! You find an airport, come in and land without
seeing ground, lights or anything else. Night flying here is a cinch, so
many aids to navigation, almost impossible to lose yourself.

* A wonderful sight to see the big formations of bombers going and
coming from their raids.

o Officers lack for nothing, however, in the ranks it could be different.
Better food than at a restaurant. The food is really good and plentiful.
Nice fresh vegetables and fruit which you can practically pick and eat.
The bread is quite dark.

e Dinners are late, so not much time to take in a dance or show as
transportation stops at 10:30 PM.

Baker Island (53 L/5) in Bolton Lake was named after him in 1995.

Baldock, Private John L. of Balmoral
(H 103599). Seaforth Highlanders of Canada.
He died 10 December 1943 at the age of 20 and
is commemorated at the Moro River Canadian
War Cemetery in Italy. He was the third of the
10 children of George P. and Lottie E. Baldock
of Balmoral. Baldock Island (64 H/11) in
Hibbert Lake was named after him in 1995.

Ballantyne, Trooper Lochart of East St. Paul (H 63987). Fort Garry
Horse. He died 11 June 1944 at the age of 27 and is commemorated
at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France. He
was the son of John and Eleanor Ballantyne and was survived by his
wife Agnes Ballantyne of Ayr, Scotland. Ballantyne Lake (64 N/15),
west of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Baller, Lieutenant Christopher F. of Winnipeg. Royal Montreal
Regiment. He died 5 July 1943 at the age of 36 and is commemorated
at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son
of Christopher J. and Mary E. Baller of Winnipeg. Baller Lake
(53 F/13), southeast of Angling Lake was named after him in 1996.



Balloch, Flying Officer James H. of Winnipeg
(J23131). No. 427 Squadron. His aircraft was
shot down over Dusseldorf on the return flight
from a bombing raid over Kassel, Germany. He
died 22 October 1943 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Mrs.
Matthew Balloch of Vancouver. This native of
Manchester, England immigrated to Canada
with his family shortly after the First World War. Balloch Lake
(63 K/16), west of Wekusko Lake was named after him in 1973.

Bambridge, Flight Sergeant James H. of
Coulter (R 147187). No. 619 Squadron. He
died 9 June 1943 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of George H.
J. and Alice B. Bambridge of Coulter,
Manitoba.  Bambridge Lake (64 O/7),
southeast of Nueltin Lake was named after him
in 1975.

Bangle, Lance Corporal Clarence F. of
Walkerburn (H 17778). Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 23 May 1944
at the age of 21 and is commemorated at the
Cassino War Cemetery in Italy. He was the
fourth of the 10 children of Rexford E. and
Mary J. Bangle (née Laroque) of Walkerburn.
His younger brother recalls that (10 May 1999):

He was a typical farm boy enjoying animals, especially horses and
playing with his siblings climbing trees, drowning gophers, looking for
duck eggs etc. Clarence got his education in a one-room schoolhouse [at]
Grand Narrows. For the most part, he walked the two and a half miles to
school. His early teen years were spent helping his father on the farm or
in a bush camp in winter. He was particularly close to his brother Leo,
next in line on the family tree. Clarence and Leo enlisted in the Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. Shortly after his father’s death in
1942, Clarence was sent overseas.

Bangle Lake (64 O/10), northwest of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1975.

Barakovich, Sapper Stephen of Woodridge (H 36456). Royal
Canadian Engineers. He died 8 August 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Joseph and Agatha
Barakovich of Montreal. Barakovich Lake (64 N/2), southwest of
Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Baraskewich, Lance Corporal Mike of Foxwarren (H 41707).
Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 5 July 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Wasyl and Eva Baraskewick
(sp.) of Foxwarren. Baraskewich Lake (64 1/6), northwest of North
Knife Lake was named after him in 1974.

Barbe, Flight Sergeant Maurice J. of Flin Flon (R 110597). No.
50 Squadron. He died 27 January 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Lincoln (Newport) Cemetery in Lincolnshire,
England. Barbe Lake (63 K/6), south of Egg Lake was named after
him in 1983.

Barber, Flying Officer Herbert B. of Carberry
(J 5686). No. 83 Squadron. He died 26 July
1942 at the age of 24 and is commemorated at
the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was one of the two children of Boyd E. and
Adelaide V. Barber (née Dingle), the stepson of
Isabel MacKay and the husband of Margaret
Barber (née Miller) of Toronto. His sister
recalls (16 January 1998):

Herb was raised by his paternal grandmother (who was the sister of M.

K. Boyd, deputy during some years of a large Manitoba constituency to
the Federal Parliament in Ottawa and sister also of W. J. Boyd,
industrialist, who built one of the first “sky-scrapers” on Portage Avenue.
It is still there and named now (I believe) the Boyd Medical Centre.

Despite these more prosperous situations, our small family, which moved
to Winnipeg when Herb was 10 years old with our father and step-mother
(born Isabel MacKay of Kenton, Manitoba), suffered difficulties during
the depression. But we both had the advantage of well-staffed, well-
disciplined Winnipeg schools and High Schools (Daniel McIntyre).

Herb completed first year at the University of Manitoba, then went alone
to Toronto where he found employment with Ford, before enlisting in the
Air Force (I think in 1940; I do not know the date). Prior to going
overseas, he married Margaret Miller of Toronto (who much later
married M. E. Gostlin of Blenheim, Ontario).

We saw Herb for the last time at his departure; I was in Montreal at
McGill University. Margaret accompanied him to Halifax. He had no
time to return on leave; he was announced “missing” on July 15, 1942.
He remained and still remains very present to those close to him.

Barber Island (53 E/13) in Stevenson Lake was named after him in
1995.

Barbour, Private Victor of Poplar Point (H 65062). Royal
Canadian Army Service Corps. He died 20 October 1944 at the age
of 25 and is commemorated at the Groesbeek Memorial in Holland.
He was the son of Andrew and Anna Barbour of Poplar Point.
Barbour Lake (52 E/14), southeast of Lac du Bonnet was named
after him in 1974.

Barclay, Flying Officer Arnold S. of Tyndall (J 24738). No. 640
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 20 February 1944 at the
age of 21 and is commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War
Cemetery in Brandenburg, Germany. He was survived by a son,
lan. Barclay Lake (52 L/6), east of Lac du Bonnet was named after
him in 1973.

Barclay, Flight Sergeant Philip G. of Winnipeg
(R 80160). No. 22 Operational Training Unit,
RCAF. He died 31 May 1942 at the age of 21
and is commemorated at Rheinberg War
Cemetery in Germany. He was the only child
of Philip G. and Mary H. Barclay of Winnipeg.
Barclay Island (64 C/5) in Kamuchawie Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Baril, Flight Sergeant Joseph A. Roger of St. Boniface (R 287567).
No. 354 Squadron. He died 22 April 1945 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at the Singapore Memorial. He was the son of
Joseph T. and Anna E. Baril (née Gendreau) of Norwood.
According to his sister (21 July 1992):
Roger was born and lived in St. Boniface until he enlisted in the Air
Force. He was educated at Provencher School and grew up during the
depression. He is remembered as a happy, calm, easy-going boy. The
family had a big, mongrel dog named Buster. It soon became apparent
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that he was Roger’s dog. He would hitch the dog to a child’s wagon in
summer or a sled in winter and in this manner, he delivered newspapers
and groceries for a local grocery store.

As a teenager, he became a great swimmer. He loved to swim from
Provencher Bridge to Norwood Bridge and back. Yet he died by
drowning. He worked at MacDonald Aircraft along with his sister
Lucille. Without telling anyone, he left during lunch hour one day, and
when he returned he had enlisted. He trained at Macdonald near Portage.
He was sent to England and on to India.

The plane in which he flew, a Liberator, was hit by anti-aircraft fire and
came down in the Bay of Bengal. It broke in two and went down rapidly.
Five crew members escaped and five died. Roger, a rear gunner, did not
make it out of the plane. Flight Sergeant Roger Baril died at sea on April
22nd, 1945. He would have been 20 years old that coming September.
So young to die!

Baril Lake (63 ]/3), east of South Moose Lake was named after him
in 1973.

Barker, Flying Officer Gerald L. of The Pas (J 20378). No. 458
Squadron. He died 22 July 1943 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at the Malta Memorial. He was the son of Henry
E. and Mary Barker and was survived by his wife Shirley O. Barker
of Niagara Falls, New York. Barker Lake (63 B/6), northeast of
Waterhen Lake was named after him in 1969.

Barker, Warrant Officer 2 James M. of Holland, Manitoba
(R 253004). No. 406 Squadron. He died 9 August 1945 at the age
of 21 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in
Surrey, England. He was one of the seven children of James N. and
Margaret E. Barker of Glenboro and was survived by his wife Mary
Barker (née Elchuk) of Toronto and their son whom he never saw.
Barker Island (63 N/13) in Sisipuk Lake was named after him in
1995.

Barker, Licutenant Reginald D. of Winnipeg. Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 8 June 1944 at the age of 36 and is
commemorated at the Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of George W. and Eva Barker of
Toronto. Barker Bay (64 H/6) in Northern Indian Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Barker, Lieutenant Colonel William G. “Billy”
of Winnipeg. No. 201 Squadron, Royal Air
Force, Mentioned in Dispatches, Distinguished
Service Order and Bar, Military Cross and Two
Bars, Croix de Guerre (France), Silver Medal for
Military Valour (Italy), Victoria Cross.

For conspicuous gallantry in action. He flew at a
height of 500 feet over the enemy’s lines and
brought back most valuable information. On
another occasion, after driving off two hostile machines, he carried out
an excellent photographic reconnaissance (Military Cross Citation
1917).

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He has done continuous
good work in co-operation with the artillery and has carried out
successful reconnaissances under most difficult and dangerous
conditions (Bar to Military Cross 1917).

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. When on scouting and
patrol work, he has on five different occasions brought down and
destroyed five enemy aeroplanes and two balloons, though on two of
these occasions he was attacked by superior numbers. On each occasion,
the hostile machines were observed to crash to earth, the wreckage
bursting into flames. His splendid example of fearlessness and
magnificent leadership have been of inestimable value to his squadron
(Distinguished Service Order 1918).

18

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. When leading patrols,
he on one occasion attacked eight hostile machines, himself shooting
down two, and on another occasion seven, one of which he shot down.
In two months he himself destroyed four enemy machines and drove
down one and burned two balloons (Second Bar to Military Cross
1918).

A highly distinguished patrol leader whose courage, resource and
determination has set a fine example to those around him. Up to the
20th July, 1918, he had destroyed thirty-three enemy aircraft —
twenty-one of these since the date of the last award (Second Bar to
the Military Cross) was conferred on him. Major Barker has
frequently led the formation against greatly superior numbers of the
enemy with conspicuous success (Bar to the Distinguished Service
Order 1918).

On the morning of the 27th October, 1918, this officer observed an
enemy two-seater over the Foret de Mormal. He attacked this
machine and after a short burst, it broke up in the air. At the same
time a Fokker biplane attacked him, and he was wounded in the right
thigh, but managed, despite this, to shoot down the enemy aeroplane
in flames.

He then found himself in the middle of a large formation of Fokkers who
attacked him from all directions, and was again severely wounded in the
left thigh, but succeeded in driving down two of the enemy in a spin.
He lost consciousness after that and his machine fell out of control. On
recovery, he found himself being again attacked heavily by a large
formation, and singling out one machine he deliberately charged and
drove it down in flames.

During this fight, his left elbow was shattered and he again fainted and on
regaining consciousness he found himself still being attacked, but
notwithstanding that he was now severely wounded in both legs and his left
arm shattered, he dived on the nearest machine and shot it down in flames.
Being greatly exhausted, he dived out of the fight to regain our lines, but
was met by another formation which attacked and endeavoured to cut
him off, but after a hard fight he succeeded in breaking up this formation
and reached our lines where he crashed on landing.

This combat, in which Major Barker destroyed four enemy machines (three
of them in flames), brought his total successes to fifty enemy machines
destroyed and is a notable example of the exceptional bravery and
disregard of danger which this very gallant officer has always displayed
throughout his distinguished career (Victoria Cross Citation 1918).

He is recognized as the most decorated serviceman of the First
World War anywhere in the world. Barker survived the war and
together with Billy Bishop, formed the Bishop and Barker
Company. He was the first president of the Toronto Maple Leafs,
installed in 1924 and was also the first acting director of the Royal
Canadian Air Force at its founding in 1924. He was killed in a
flying accident in 1930 at the age of 35 and is commemorated at the
Mount Pleasant Cemetery in Toronto. Billy Bishop once
characterized him as “the greatest fighter pilot the world has ever
known.” Billy Barker Lake (63 P/9), north of Cauchon Lake was
named after him in 2001.

Barkman, Private George R. of Steinbach (H 42309). Canadian
Provost Corps. He died 23 February 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of J. E. and Anna Barkman of Hochstadt,
Manitoba. Barkman Lake (63 P/12), southeast of Thompson was
named after him in 1961.

Barlow, Trooper Charles Elmer of Fisher
Branch (H 77670). 12th Manitoba Dragoons.
He died 5 March 1945 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of
Charles A. and Grace Barlow of Fisher Branch
and was survived by his wife Alice A. Barlow
(née Withoff) and their three week-old daughter.



He was killed the day before he was to return to England on leave to
see his daughter for the first time. Barlow Island (64 N/1) in
Egenolf Lake was named after him in 1995.

Barlow, Flying Officer Percy of Souris (J 39368). No. 61
Squadron. He died 17 December 1944 at the age of 35 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery in Bavaria, Germany.
He was the son of Thomas J. and Mary A. Barlow of Souris.
Barlow Bay (53 M/12) on the southwest side of High Hill Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Barlow, Warrant Officer 1 Thomas of Winnipeg (R 91649). No.
152 Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 17 February 1944
at the age of 33 and is commemorated at Rawalpindi War
Cemetery, Pakistan. He was the son of James and Sarah Barlow
and was survived by his wife Kathleen H. Barlow. Barlow Lake
(64 B/13), west of Southern Indian Lake was named after him in
1958.

Barnes, Warrant Officer 2 Arthur J. G. of
Winnipeg (R 157147). No. 138 Squadron. He
died 28 April 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Walter
George and Bessie Barnes of Victoria, British
Columbia. His sister recalls (7 November
2001):

Arthur and his sisters, Evelyn and Doris, enjoyed a happy childhood
growing up in St. James, a suburb of Winnipeg surrounded by prairies,
woods, dairy farms and goat farms. Arthur’s parents emigrated from the
English counties of Devon and Surrey in the early 1900s. They settled in
Winnipeg along with accompanying brothers and sisters and formed a
happy, close knit family in their newly-adopted country.

Arthur received his early and high school education at Britannia
Elementary School and Linwood Collegiate in St. James. He was fun
loving, quiet, sociable and enjoyed various sports with his close boyhood
friends. The Barnes family had a cross-border collie named Buster.
During the winter months, Arthur would hitch Buster to a small sleigh
and race up and down frozen, snow-covered Roseberry Street in St.
James. The picture of this excited teenage boy, the eager, barking Buster
and the flying snow was a sight to behold! While growing up, Arthur
attended St. James Anglican Church and enjoyed various activities in the
church, Wolf Cubs, Scouts and Venturers.

After graduating from high school and technical school, Arthur was
employed by the T. Eaton Company, the largest retail department store in
Winnipeg. He enjoyed working there until his enlistment in the Royal
Canadian Air Force on 20 February 1942. Sister Evelyn also heeded the
call to enlist in the RCAF, Women’s Division. Sister Doris was
employed as a stenographer at RCAF No. 8 Service and Repair Depot in
Winnipeg. Father George who served as a member of the local Home
Guard was a World War I veteran of the Battle of the Somme and Vimy
Ridge.

In Canada, Arthur trained at various Bombing and Gunnery schools in
Manitoba and Alberta before graduating as a bomb aimer from No. 5
AOS Station at Winnipeg. He departed from Halifax 18 April 1943 and
continued Advanced Operational Training in the United Kingdom.
Subsequently, Arthur joined up with an aircrew whose members were of
British, Australian and Canadian origin — a truly Commonwealth crew.

Arthur was taken on strength No. 138 RAF Squadron on 8 February
1944. Squadrons 138 and 161 operated out of Tempsford, Bedfordshire.
These were designated SOE (Special Operations Executive) Squadrons
or “Ghost Squadrons.” Special duties involved dropping SOE or SIS
agents by parachute as well as arms containers to the Underground
fighters in France, the Low Countries and Belgium. The two squadrons

engaged in night bombing when not on Special Duties. The seven-
member crew Halifax II was the principal heavy aircraft flown by No.
138 Squadron during 1944.

Arthur flew 12 operational flights as a bomb aimer with this squadron.
On 27 April 1944, his final mission before being “spelled,” Arthur’s crew
took off flying RAF Halifax LL356. The crew joined three other
Halifaxes on Operation Code OSRIC 59 to perform supply drops over
Belgium. Heavy flak was encountered over German-occupied Belgium
and only three aircraft (two damaged by flak) returned to base. Arthur’s
aircraft went missing over the North Sea. The body of his pilot, Flight
Sergeant George Williamson (RAAF) was recovered after two months,
washed up on North Beach of Terschelling Island off the Netherlands
coast. The bodies of the remaining crew were never recovered.

Barnes Bay (64 C/3) in McKnight Lake was named after him in
1993.

Barnes, Private Earl R. of Medora (H 65994). Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 13 October 1943 at the age of 23
and is commemorated at the Moro River Canadian War Cemetery
in Italy. He was the son of Horace H. and Helena M. Barnes of
Medora. Barnes Island (64 N/15) in Goose Lake was named after
him in 1989.

Barnett, Trooper Alfred Thomas of Winnipeg
(H 100160). Lord Strathcona’s Horse. He died
23 September 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Cesena War Cemetery in
Italy. He was the son of Alfred and Kathleen
Barnett of Winnipeg. He had been employed as
an office boy at the time of his enlistment.
Barnett Lake (63 N/12), south of Sisipuk Lake
was named after him in 1972.

Barnett, Flight Sergeant Joseph Roy of
Winnipeg (R 101691). No. 1 Air Observers
School. He died 14 January 1943 at the age of
21 and is commemorated at the Ottawa
Memorial. He was the son of Arthur J. and Myra
C. Barnett of St. James. He enlisted in the
RCAF 17 May 1941 and was posted to No. 1 Air
Observers School at Malton, Ontario the
following year. It was during a navigational
training exercise that his Anson aircraft failed to return to base. Roy
and three other members of the crew were killed (Pittman n.d.).
Barnett Island (64 1/12) in Jamie Lake was named after him in 1995.

Barnson, Leading Aircraftman Arthur T. of Selkirk (R 91572).
No. 1691 Meteorological Flight. He died 3 December 1943 at the
age of 21 and is commemorated at Harrow Cemetery in Middlesex,
England. He was the son of Paul and Elizabeth Barnson of Selkirk.
His brother recalls (16 December 1994):

He resided in Selkirk, Manitoba, attending the Selkirk schools,
completing his Grade 12. During his growing-up years he enjoyed
hockey, horse back riding, hunting and attended the Rangers at Selkirk
United Church. His main goal after graduation was to join the RCMP,
however his chest measurements were not quite sufficient and he was
turned down. This was December 27, 1940. Arthur joined the RCAF in
January of 1941. While in Canada, he served at Brandon Manning
Depot, Mossbank, Saskatchewan [and] Paulson Bombing and Gunnery
School, Manitoba. Arthur was then sent overseas in March of 1943. He
was reported missing an was later reclassified as killed December 3, 1943.

Barnson Lake (64 G/14), east of Big Sand Lake was named after
him in 1994.
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Baroni, Sergeant Raymond J. of Neepawa
(R 196074). No. 9 Squadron. He died 16
December 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War
Cemetery in Brandenburg, Germany. He was
the youngest of the eight children of Michael
and Marie Baroni of Glendale, California. His
sister recalls him as a “grand chap, badly
missed by many. [His] mother visited his grave
in East Germany” (18 October 2001).

He was born at Winnipeg, Manitoba, December 6, 1922. Raymond’s
family moved to Neepawa in 1928. He attended school there until he
returned to Winnipeg to continue his education at St. Paul’s College.
Raymond enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1942, training as
an Air Gunner. He was sent overseas in June, 1943 (Pittman n.d.).

Baroni Lake (64 P/14), northeast of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Barr, Sergeant Henry C. “Ray” of Winnipeg (R 291559). No. 5
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 10 January 1945 at the
age of 20 and is commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was the son of Henry and Caroline Barr of
Winnipeg. Barr Lake (64 P/3), southeast of Nejanilini Lake was
named after him in 1974.

Barre, Rifleman Aurele E. of McCreary
(H 102948). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died
27 September 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Calais Canadian War
Cemetery in France. He was the son of Henri
and Amanda Barre of McCreary. According to
his niece (11 June 1987):

Aurele was born ... in Hearst, Ontario. The family
moved to Rosetown, Saskatchewan when he was a
year old where his father worked for a farmer. From there, when Aurele
was six years old, they moved to McCreary, Manitoba. He completed
Grade 9 and because jobs were scarce he worked with his father doing
various jobs such as cutting cordwood and harvesting for farmers. In
1942 he joined the army.

His sister adds:

Aurele was employed mainly as a farm labourer and for a short period of
time he delivered mail. He was well known for his quiet personality and
his consideration of others. Aurele trained in Canada prior to his posting
to England in May, 1943. He transferred to the Royal Winnipeg Rifles,
landing with “C” Company of that regiment on Juno Beach, D-Day, June
6, 1944. It was during the advanced battles in France that Aurele lost his
life. He had a sister Bernice serving with the Women’s Auxiliary Air
Force and a brother Maurice serving overseas (Pittman n.d.).

Barre Creek (62 P/1), which flows west into Lake Winnipeg was
named after him in 1982.

Barré, Private Leonard M. “Peter” of
Belleview (H 87641). Royal Canadian Army
Service Corps. He died 9 May 1945 at the age
of 30 and is commemorated at the Holten
Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. Barré
Lake (64 H/2), east of Fidler Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Barrett, Rifleman Arthur E. of Portage la Prairie (H 17445).
Regina Rifle Regiment. He died 9 June 1944 at the age of 21 and
is commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was one of the 12 children of Reginald B.
and Edith E. Barrett of Portage la Prairie. A newspaper account
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(n.d.) indicated that:
Mrs. Reg Barrett received word Saturday that her son, Rifleman Arthur E.
Barrett, had been killed in action June 9 in France. Born in Portage 21 years
ago, Arthur Barrett received his education in the public schools and collegiate
here. Enlisting in Winnipeg in 1940, he went overseas the following year.
He was attached to the Regina Rifles. Previous to his enlistment, he was
employed with his father the late Reg Barrett in the shoe-repair business.

Barrett Lake (64 K/11), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Barrett, Flight Sergeant Martin of Winnipeg (R 135579). No. 49
Squadron. He died 9 July 1943 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at Schoonselhof Cemetery, Antwerp, Belgium. He
was the son of Michael J. and Anna Barrett of Winnipeg. Barrett
Island (64 F/2) in Thomsen Lake was named after him in 1994.

Barrett, Private Wilfred P. of Brandon
(H 6463). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 25
December 1941 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at the Sai Wan Memorial in
Hong Kong. Shortly thereafter, the London
Times (n.d.) reported that:

... [t]he heroic defence of Hong Kong was not only

beyond price as an inspiring example of valour and

devotion; it also gained a footing in precious time,

and, whether or not it may prove to have rivalled in that respect the decisive
achievement of our forces in Crete, the invader would have gained vital
days if it had been decided to yield the colony without a struggle.

According to his brother (24 April 1994):

Wilfred Barrett was born ... in the Village of Lenore, Manitoba.
Commencing his schooling at the age of six years in the Village of Rapid
City, Manitoba and graduating from Grade 11 from Miniota, the family
having moved to Miniota as his father had taken a job as section foreman
on the CPR railway. During the years between leaving school and
joining the services, he worked on farms in the area and in 1939 went to
work on the CNR. Wilfred was an excellent hockey player and baseball
pitcher for the Village of Miniota.

In September of 1939, Wilfred enlisted in the Canadian Army, joining the
Winnipeg Grenadiers. In February, 1940 they were sent to Jamaica for
garrison duty and some training. He returned home for a short leave prior
to his being sent to Hong Kong where he was killed in action on
Christmas Day, 1941. There is no record of his body being recovered for
burial but his name appears on the memorial in Hong Kong.

He was survived by his wife Marie Barrett (née McPherson) of
Winnipeg. Barrett Bay (63 N/3) in Kississing Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Barron, Private Oliver A. of Winnipeg (H 20873). Winnipeg
Grenadiers. He died 19 December 1941 and is commemorated at
the Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. Barron Lake (63 K/16),
west of Wekusko Lake was named after him in 1973.

Barron, Flight Sergeant Percival E. of
Mafeking (R 107770). No. 420 Squadron. He
died 29 March 1943 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of Oliver
and Mary R. Barron (née Thorne) of Mafeking,
Manitoba. According to his brother (20 March
1996), before the war he:

... worked as a guide at a resort near Flin Flon where he met interesting
people and especially one gentleman who was soon to make an impact on
his life. Percy’s dad — Oliver Barron who could not read or write, joined
the army during World War I and was decorated in France for “Bravery
on the Battle Field” by King George V. Four brothers joined the Service
during World War II. Alex Baron to the Army, Dave to the Navy, Percy



to the Air Force and Phil to the Navy.

Percy was determined to be part of an aircrew in the RCAF, but was
rejected because of his Grade 6 education, but this desirous man would
not be beaten. He referred his problem to his friend he had met while
guiding at Beaver Lake, who was a teacher at the University of
Saskatchewan, and soon received some sort of credentials also advising
him to go to a recruiting depot in Regina, where he was accepted. From
then on he worked diligently for his qualification as an air gunner.

My brother spent his final leave in Canada with me in late August of
1942. We spent several days in Mafeking with our folks. We also hiked
the Porcupine Mountains, the Steep Rock River, Red Deer River, the
Blue Berry Plains and Dawson Bay where we worked together for Glen
Burrel’s fishing and logging operations. On the last day of our leave
Percy brought down a beautiful five point white-tailed deer; that rack is
still proudly displayed in my home.

I always remember the pledge we made before we last parted, he for
Britain, and me back to the west coast: “Bear in mind that if anything
should happen to either of us, we are not to grieve but the remainder of
us is to have a celebration.” When I received the news in the form of a
telegram, I contacted brother Phil who was in Esquimalt, BC on HMCS
Naden I and celebrate we did. Percy’s wish was fulfilled and I pray with
confidence that the Great Spirit will watch and guide my special Métis
brother in a new world.

Barron Island (63 1/4) in the Nelson River was named after him in
1995.

Barske, Flight Sergeant Paul J. of Whitemouth (R 157138). No.
428 Squadron. He died 26 November 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery in Bavaria, Germany.
Barske Lake (52 L/5), southeast of Lac du Bonnet was named after
him in 1973.

Barthelette, Gunner George of Marchand (H 100346). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 1 October 1943 at the age of 36 and is
commemorated at Bari War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of
Frank and Lucie Barthelette and was survived by his wife Rose
Barthelette of Fort Garry. Barthelette Lake (64 N/1), southwest of
Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Bartko, Private Peter of Winnipeg (H 20387). 1st Canadian
Parachute Battalion. He died 2 August 1944 and is commemorated
at Ranville War Cemetery, Calvados, France. Bartko Creek
(64 N/7), which flows northeast into MacMillan Lake southwest of
Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Bartlett, Gunner Joseph of Winnipeg (H 5001). Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 30 November 1939 at the age of 31 and is
commemorated at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bartlett of Carrick, Manitoba. Bartlett
Island (64 C/8) in Granville Lake was named after him in 1995.

Baskerville, Rifleman Ernest C. of Mayfield
(H 1797). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June
1944 at the age of 21 and is commemorated at
Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Adrian E.
and Delia A. Baskerville of Gladstone. It was
later discovered that he had been one of 34
Manitoba soldiers who had been executed while
a prisoner of war. A newspaper account (n.d.)
written during the subsequent trial indicated that:
Eight members of the North Nova Scotia Highlanders of Amherst and
Truro were mowed down in cold blood by German guards with automatic
weapons after their capture at Authie, France, June 7, 1944, a Canadian
eye-witness told the military court trying SS Major-General Kurt Meyer
Wednesday on war crimes charges. The witness called by the
prosecution was Sergeant William McKay of Toney River, Nova Scotia
who gave details of the mass shooting.

McKay was wounded twice in the Authie Battle which occurred while
the Canadians were fighting toward Caen, Normandy. He was taken to
the village by a German guard and was left unguarded in a doorway for
five minutes. A short distance down the street he saw Corporal Thomas

R. Davidson and seven North Novas who were prisoners. “The first
thing, I heard firing and saw our boys tipping over in the road,” McKay
said. “I could see the guns of two German guards firing.”

As the trial completed its third day, Private George P. Talbot of Truro,
Nova Scotia described how a stretcher-bearer who had been attending
wounded men was forced to join the marching prisoners. At one
moment, the stretcher-bearer’s shadow moved along the road behind his,
Talbot said. Then there was a burst of gun fire and it was gone.

An affidavit by Captain J. A. Trainor of Truro, second in command of A
Company of the North Novas who was another Canadian captured at
Authie, described how “I saw a number of Germans going around the
area shooting our wounded lying on the ground.” Sergeant Dudka of
Stellaston, Nova Scotia described to the Canadian military court the
slaying of Private J. Metcalfe of Buron, where the Canadians’ captors
searched them, then stood them with their faces to the wall. “I heard a
commotion and as I turned around I saw a guard pulling on Metcalfe’s
pocket,” Sergeant Dudka said. “He then let go of the pocket and
Metcalfe stumbled forward and the guard fired approximately four shots
at him. Metcalfe dropped ten feet away from the guard. He had been hit
twice in the right side. The guard let him lie there for 20 minutes.
Metcalfe moved. The guard then emptied the remainder of the magazine
of his machine-gun — about 15 rounds — into Metcalfe.”

His brother recalls (5 November 2001):

Ernie, as he was affectionately called, was born in Hazlet, Saskatchewan.
In the early thirties, his family farm became part of the big dustbowl.
Crops dried up and with no feed for the cattle, the family moved to
Mayfield, Manitoba in hopes of a better life. Ernie loved farming and
even if the work was hard, especially during seeding and harvesting, he
always found time to repair the automobile used in summer months. He
also liked to fix any machinery that had broken down.

Arnie had a trapline in winter and earned a few extra dollars to spend,
as money was scarce in the thirties. Hunting deer in the fall was not
just a sport but also a necessity. Ernie was an excellent shot and always
got his deer to add to the family larder for the long winter months.
Ernie was a happy person with a contagious smile. He was always a
popular part of any group. He is sadly missed by his loving family and
friends.

Baskerville Lake (64 P/10), east of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Baskerville, Flight Lieutenant John E. of Winnipeg (37537). No.
51 Squadron, RAF. Enlisting in November, 1935, he participated
on the first RAF attack on a land target — Hornum on Sylt Island
(Allison 1978). He died 19 March 1940 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Kiel War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of William F. and Minnie M. Baskerville of Winnipeg and
was survived by his wife Jane B. Baskerville of Winnipeg.
Baskerville Island (53 K/6) in Sharpe Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Bassett, Lance Corporal Richard of Badger (H
102368). Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.
He died 23 October 1944 at the age of 23 and
is commemorated at Bergen-op-Zoom
Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was
the son of Edward and Lillian M. Bassett of
Badger, Manitoba. Bassett Lake 64 N/14),
west of Nueltin Lake was named after him in
1972.

Bastable, Sergeant Gerald of St. James (H
16547). 12th Manitoba Dragoons. He died 14
August 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at  Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
He was the son of Dennis and Elizabeth
Bastable and was survived by his wife Myrtle
Bastable of Aldershot, Hampshire, England.
Bastable Lake (54 C/6), southwest of York
Factory was named after him in 1964.
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Bate, Flying Officer Arthur J. of Transcona (J 36280). No. 101
Squadron. He died 6 November 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of Arthur T. and Eva M. Bate of
Transcona. Bate Lake (52 L/6), east of Lac du Bonnet was named
after him in 1973.

Bate, Leading Aircraftman Thomas C. of Oakville (R 56779). No.
8 Repair Depot, RCAF. He died 26 January 1942 at the age of 41
and is commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was
the son of Thomas and Ruth E. Bate of Oakville and was survived
by his wife Mable Bate of Winnipeg. Bate Island (64 O/1) in Glass
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bateman, Warrant Officer 2 John H. of Baldur (R 103889). No.
32 Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 19 September 1943
at the age of 20 and is commemorated at the Ottawa Memorial. He
was the son of Sydney and Margaret Bateman of Innisfail, Alberta.
Bateman Island (53 K/11) in Edmund Lake was named after him
in 1996.

Bateman, Sergeant John T. of Winnipeg (H 37667). Royal
Canadian Army Service Corps. He died 8 February 1945 at the age
of 28 and is commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of William and Eileen
Bateman and was survived by his wife Olive P. Bateman of New
Westminster, British Columbia. Bateman Lake (64 1/11),
northwest of North Knife Lake was named after him in 1974.

Batters, Flight Sergeant Harold Mark of
Portage la Prairie (R 95487). No. 401
Squadron. He died 4 December 1942 at the age
of 24 and is commemorated at Longuenesse (St.
Omer) Souvenir Cemetery, Pas de Calais,
France. He was the son of Harold E. and
Rowena Batters of Portage la Prairie. Before
enlisting, he was keenly interested in raising
pure-bred cattle. He took an active part in the
Boys’ Cattle Club of Portage as well as the Seed Grain Club. He
won first prize in judging competitions at Portage, Carman and
Brandon exhibitions. Batters Lake (63 K/13), southwest of
Wabishkok Lake was named after him in 1988.

Baumann, Rifleman Jacob L. of St. Boniface
(H 16033). Regina Rifle Regiment. He died 13 August
1944 at the age of 25 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery
in Calvados, France. His sister visited his grave
in 1945. He was the son of Jacob and Helen
Baumann and was survived by his wife
Florence L. Baumann (née Blair) of Prince
Rupert, British Columbia and their two young
children. His sister writes (7 July 1999):

Jacob was born in Plum Coulee. He attended school there and when we
moved to Winnipeg he attended high school at Provencher School, St.
Boniface. He joined the PPCLI and married Florence Blair. They had
two children Elizabeth and Jacob. He was posted overseas and was
injured by an exploding “field stove.” After hospitalization he was
posted to [the] Regina Rifles as a medical assistant.

We received a letter from Padre Jamieson who was present when Jacob
was killed. He said Jacob had accompanied him on a trip to “No Man’s
Land” to care and administer to wounded men. They waited for an
ambulance when another shell hit them and Jacob apparently was hit in
the abdomen. He died on the way to hospital. The Padre said Jacob had
always been ready to help, he was gentle and patient with the wounded,
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he had courage and always put himself out for others. He appeared to be
ready to meet his Maker.

Baumann Lake (64 K/14), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Baumgarten, Flying Officer Raymond L. of
Portage la Prairie (J 14523). No. 428
Squadron. He died 13 May 1943 at the age of
23 and is commemorated at Weerselo
(Deurningen) Roman Catholic Cemetery,
Holland. He was the youngest of the four
children of William and Maria Baumgarten
(née Lamport) of Portage la Prairie. His cousin
writes (26 November 2001):

Raymond was ... born November 29, 1919 at Melita, Manitoba. His
family and he moved to Portage la Prairie in 1934 where he continued to
farm (about 11 miles north) with his father. He signed up with the RCAF
during World War II.  Enthusiasm and adventure called this tall,
handsome prairie boy to fight for his country. His plane and crew were
shot down over Holland. No remains were ever recovered.

Baumgarten Lake (64 O/14), east of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1975.

Baxter, Rifleman Clifford H. of Winnipeg (H 40802). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 12 October 1944 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in
Belgium. He was the son of William H. and Ethel M. Baxter of
Winnipeg. Baxter Lake (63 J/16), east of Setting Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Baxter, Private Donald of Winnipeg (H 40770). Lake Superior
Regiment. He died 6 August 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of William H. and Ethel M.
Baxter. Baxter Island (664 O/2) in Brownstone Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Bayer, Flying Officer Edward G. “Jerry” of
St. Andrews (J 27270). No. 1667 Conversion
Unit, RCAF. He died 7 March 1944 at the age
of 20 and is commemorated at Harrogate
(Stonefall) Cemetery in Yorkshire, England.
He was the son of Granville L. and Anne F.
Bayer. His sister recalls her impressions of his
brief military career (17 January 1997):

As the War changed lives and plans in every household, “Jer” decided
that money to supplement the family income and forward my education
was more important for him than college, so he tabled his dreams for
later. After passing his Grade 11 exams, he bought six shirts which he
would wash and iron for each day, and acquired [a] position as messenger
with the Dominion bank in Winnipeg at a salary of $400.00 per annum.

Following Mother’s precedent, Jer boarded in town during the week,
coming home to help with chores most week-ends. He joined the Young
People’s Association at St. Mark’s Church in St. Vital and began to have
his own life, which might have been a thousand miles away as far as his
bereft sister was concerned.

For his mother, this time was infinitely precious. She was boarding then
at Mrs. Nixon’s, right at Portage and Main, where the old Queen’s Hotel
used to be. They could take the bus back to town late Sunday afternoon,
and spend an evening together. During the week they could go to a show,
have coffee at Child’s just downstairs from Mrs. Nixon’s or go to
Moore’s or Picardy’s. They could not afford luxuries, but those brief
interludes with her grown and gorgeous son gave my mother her happiest
hours in all the bleak years she endured.

The bells of hell were ringing now, and heard throughout the world.



Inevitably, this even-tempered, peaceable, good-humoured lad reached
eighteen and, with legions of his contemporaries, enlisted. He was
dashing in the uniform of the Royal Canadian Air Force. He loved to fly,
and his whole face shone with the joy of adventure.

With a sense of the righteousness of their cause, and with decisions all
made for them, these bright young heroes lived intensely, many of them
still thinking of war as hand-to-hand battle with the traditional enemies
of their fathers rather than the impending annihilation, devastation
unimagined. As the truth began to dawn, they tried to tell us about it, but
words were thin and weak. His final letter said again how he hated
bombing missions. And then there were no more words.

The war in the air had turned in favour of the Allies by spring of 1944
and the skies were thick with fighters and bombers on the dark night of
March the seventh. Returning from a raid over Berlin, Flying Officer
Bayer’s hulking Lancaster was in collision with another plane over the
English Channel; both aircraft were demolished and all aboard were
killed.

There were no answers to the anguished questions, only pathetic
souvenirs — a packet of letters, a blood-stiff glove, two halves of a pipe.
Perhaps in precognition I had written some lines of poetry, and when the
same “they” who wired messages of death let us have fifty letters incised
on the gravestone in the Military Cemetery at Harrogate in Yorkshire, we
sent: “He has flown as only the young can fly, who have Homecoming in
their eyes.”

In a letter home which he never mailed he said “ I loathe bombing
cities. In Dresden last night I knew there were people praying in
the cathedral.” Bayer Lake (64 H/4), north of Gauer Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Bayne, Private George of Winnipeg (H 19553). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 19 August 1942 at the age of 35
and is commemorated at Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery in Seine-
Maritime, France. He was the son of George P. and Katherine
Bayne and was survived by his wife Natalie “Nell” Bayne of
Winnipeg. Bayne Lake (52 L/6), southeast of Bird Lake was
named after him in 1982.

Bazinet, Private Henry J. P. of Deerhorn
(H 6878). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died a
prisoner of war 12 June 1945 and is
commemorated at the Yokohama War Cemetery
in Japan. Bazinet Lake (63 K/12), southeast of
Manistikwan Lake was named after him in
1984.

Bazzlo, Private Mike of Winnipeg (H 16621). Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 8 December 1943 and is
commemorated at the Moro River Canadian War Cemetery in Italy.
Bazzlo Lake (63 ]/13), northeast of Wekusko Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Beach, Warrant Officer 1 Roy B. of Winnipeg (R 162352). No. 427
Squadron. He died 31 March 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at the Hanover War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of Nathaniel B. and Florence M. Beach of Toronto. Beach
Island (63 P/4) in Sipiwesk Lake was named after him in 1995.

Beardy, Gunner Rose of Cross Lake (H 101785). Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 30 July 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Abraham and Madeline
Beardy (née Ross) of Cross Lake. Beardy Creek (62 O/9), which
flows northwest into Lake St. Martin was named after him in 1972.

Beaton, Flying Officer Alexander F. of Hartney (J 13842). No.
428 Squadron. He died 28 May 1943 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He had partially completed his third tour of duty. He was the son
of Norman and Mary Beaton of Brandon. Beaton Lake (64 O/6),
southeast of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1975.

Beaton, Flying Officer Herbert J. of Shoal Lake (J 42250). No. 431
Squadron. He died 5 March 1945 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Hanover War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of Alex and Ada M. Beaton of Shoal Lake. Having no known
living relatives, a commemorative certificate was issued to the Town
of Shoal Lake and was placed alongside a plaque and clock which had
been donated to the town by Flying Officer Beaton’s mother. Beaton
Island (64 C/16) in Barrington Lake was named after him in 1995.

Beattie, Flying Officer Hugh Donald of
Winnipeg (J 10119). No. 405 Squadron. He
was presumed dead 14 May 1943 at the age of
21 and is commemorated at Oud Avereest
General Cemetery in Holland. He was the son
of Hugh D. and Margaret J. Beattie of Winnipeg.
Prior to enlisting, he had been employed by the
Sovereign Life Assurance Company. A
newspaper obituary (n.d.) added that:

Flying Officer Beattie was born in ElImwood 21 years ago, and attended
Lord Selkirk and St. John’s technical high schools. He was a member of
King Memorial church and the Boys’ Brigade. He was an enthusiastic
curler and a member of the Elmwood Junior Curling Club.

His sister-in-law recalls (20 February 1995):

Don was very close to his family and they were very proud of him. He
was very articulate and his log book and diary — which I have — are very
clear and concise in all his phases of his training and sorties up till the
day before he died. He was a good looking, pleasant, kind, thoughtful
young man with a wonderful smile.

Beattie Lake (64 F/6), north of Wells Lake was named after him in
1994.

8| Beatty, Warrant Officer 2 Donald Lyall
{ “Terry” of Souris (R 124012). No. 426

Squadron. He died 26 May 1943 at the age of
24 and is commemorated at Brussels Town
Cemetery in Belgium. He was the youngest of
the four sons of John W. and Sarah Beatty of
Souris. His cousin recalls (23 April 1995):

Terry’s  family moved [from Carlyle,

Saskatchewan] to Souris where his father farmed
and also was employed by the CPR. Had Terry survived I'm sure he
would have entered the Ministry because that was one of his main
interests.

Beatty Island (63 1/7) in Molson Lake was named after him in 1995.

Beatty, Flight Sergeant James M. of Winnipeg
(R 152879). No. 1663 Conversion Unit, RCAF.
He died 2 December 1943 at the age of 20 and
is commemorated at Harrogate (Stonefall)
Cemetery in Yorkshire, England. He was the
son of Walter M. and Verna E. Beatty of
Winnipeg. Beatty Bay (53 L/6) in Joint Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Beauchamp, Sapper Aime of Winnipeg (H 2949). Royal Canadian
Engineers. He died 23 February 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Joseph and Philomene Beauchamp of
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Fort Garry. Beauchamp Creek (64 1/1), which flows north into
South Knife Lake was named after him in 1974.

Beaudry, Corporal Henry J. of Ashern (H 46176). Lake Superior
Regiment. He died 15 April 1945 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland.
He was the son of W. C. and Annie Beaudry of Ashern. Beaudry
Lake (63 N/4), southwest of Kississing Lake was named after him
in 1982.

Beaulieu, Private Laurent T. J. of St. Leon (H 10902). Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 23 November 1944 at the age
of 22 and is commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of Aurele and Malvina
Beaulieu of St. Leon. Beaulieu Lake (64 N/6), southwest of
Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Bebee, Rifleman Charles Wesley of Winnipeg
(H 7173). Regina Rifle Regiment. He died 9
June 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son
of Charles W. and Elizabeth Bebee of Winnipeg.
His brother recalls (26 November 2001):

He was my older brother by seven years. My
memories of Wesley consist of those you would
expect to have of an older brother. I recall he liked to hunt, deer mostly,
and I remember he played the violin. Then there were the cars — there
always seemed to be a lot of old cars around the house on Martin Avenue
in Elmwood. I also have the letters he wrote my mother to remember him
by. The letters, torn, tattered, yellowing with age, some with pages
missing, were written while Wesley was overseas, mostly dated in the last
few months of 1943. These letters reflect his hopes, his needs, his fears.

He hoped that he would see his family again and asks endless questions
about those at home. He was constantly reassuring “Ma” that he was fine
and “not to worry about me,” he wrote, “because I am OK.” He wrote
on October 30, 1943: “Well it will soon be Christmas. I sure wish I could
be home for it but I can’t. So I'll have to do my best over here.”

He often wrote a note of thanks for the goods he would receive — shoes,
candy, chocolates, and ah yes, the cigarettes. Small pleasures sent by
loved ones — Ma, our sisters Lil, Bella, Bessie, our brother Andy and our
Uncle Willie. Then there was the fear — not for himself — but for his
younger brother. He wrote in one letter: “so Dib (my nickname) went
and joined the army, well all I can say is he is a darn fool” — a fear
expressed as only an older brother could!

Bebee Lake (64 K/7), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Becker, Craftsman Albert C. of East Kildonan (H 2622). Royal
Canadian Corps of Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. He died
18 June 1944 at the age of 25 and is commemorated at Chingford
Mount Cemetery in Essex, England. He was the son of Walter K.
A. and Mary C. Becker of East Kildonan. Becker Lake (64 1/4),
west of North Knife Lake was named after him in 1974.

Beech, Pilot Officer Gerard M. of Baldur (J 9160). No. 9 Squadron.
He died 29 July 1942 at the age of 24 and is commemorated at
Becklingen War Cemetery in Germany. He was the brother of Pilot
Officer William L. Beech (see next entry). Beech Lake (64 N/4), east
of Quasso Lake was named after him in 1995.

Beech, Pilot Officer William L. of Baldur (87448). No. 234
Squadron, RAF. He enlisted in September, 1939 and died 16
January 1941. He was 20 years of age and is commemorated at St.
Eval Churchyard in Cornwall, England. He was the brother of Pilot
Officer Gerard M. Beech (see previous entry) and was survived by
his wife of 16 days. Beech Point (64 1/14) in the Wolverine River
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was named after him in 1995.

Beitz, Private Fredrich (H 204105). Princess Patricia’s Canadian
Light Infantry. He died 24 May 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Cassino War Cemetery in Italy. He was the
son of Reinhardt and Susan Beitz of Winnipeg. Beitz Lake (64 1/9),
northeast of North Knife Lake was named after him in 1974.

Selkirk (H 20283). Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders. He died 19 August 1942 at the
age of 22 and is commemorated at St. Sever
Cemetery Extension, Rouen, Seine-Maritime,
France. He was the fourth of the nine children
of Alphonse and Valerie Bélanger (née Bedard)
of Selkirk. Participating in the Dieppe Raid in
1942, his parents were notified of his death
three months later. Bélanger Lake (52 E/14), southeast of Lac du
Bonnet was named after him in 1974.

Bélanger, Private Charles J. of Selkirk (H
22977). Lake Superior Regiment. He died 26
April 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Holten Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of
George and Constance Bélanger of Selkirk.
His sister recalls (29 November 2001):

Charlie was born in Selkirk, the sixth child in a
family of eleven. After graduating from high
school, he was employed by the Manitoba Steel Foundries. He was
recruited by the Canadian Army and went overseas to serve his country.
Upon returning to Canada, it was his intention to enter the holy
priesthood, but he lost his life in a crossfire at the Kusten Canal in
Holland just six days before the end of the war. His older brother Noel
served with the Royal Canadian Navy while his younger brother
Edward served with the Royal Canadian Air Force. Two of Charlie’s
sisters, Margaret and Georgiana, visited his grave in Holland and
returned with memorial pictures.

The family continues to hold memorial services for him on April
26. Bélanger Bay (64 1/7) in Prosnyck Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Belanger, Sergeant Joseph of Transcona
(H 17835). 1st Canadian Special Services
Battalion. He died 16 September 1944 at the
age of 25 and is commemorated at Mazargues
War Cemetery, Marseilles, Bouches-du-Rhone,
France. He was the son of Joseph E. and of
Angelina Belanger of Transcona. Prior to
enlisting, he had been the principal of La
Fortune School at Woodridge, Manitoba.
Belanger Island (64 O/9) in Connolly Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Belfie, Sergeant Frank C. of Winnipeg (H 19803). West Nova
Scotia Highlanders. He died 17 December 1943 at the age of 24 and
is commemorated at the Moro River Canadian War Cemetery in Italy.
He was the son of Arthur M. and Lydia Belfie and was survived by
his wife Margaret K. Belfie of Sutton, Surrey, England. Belfie Lake
(64 K/13), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Bell, Trooper Adam Stewart of Oak Lake (H 246). Royal
Canadian Armoured Corps. He died 6 September 1944 at the age
of 39 and is commemorated at Oak Lake Cemetery, Manitoba. He
was the son of Catherine Bell of Oak Lake. Bell Bay (64 F/6) in
Wells Lake was named after him in 1994,



Bell, Sergeant Alvin of Gilbert Plains (M 45527). South Alberta
Tank Regiment. He died 21 August 1944 at the age of 32 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of William A. and Rose A. Bell
and was survived by his wife of two months Lilian Bell of Leeds,
Yorkshire, England and their unborn son. Near the end of the war,
Mrs. Bell immigrated to Canada and settled at Gilbert Plains. Alvin
Bell Lake (53 M/11), south of Ransom Lake was named after
Sergeant Bell in 1996.

Bell, Flying Officer David of Winnipeg (J 35329). No. 429

Squadron, Distinguished Flying Cross.
In October, 1944, Flying Officer Bell was the captain and pilot of an
aircraft detailed to attack Cologne. It was his first mission as captain. In
the bombing run, considerable anti-aircraft fire was encountered and the
aircraft was hit. The flight engineer was wounded. Flying Officer Bell
promptly directed another member of the crew to render first aid to his
injured comrade. Almost as the bombs were released, the aircraft was
again hit. The port aileron was broken in half and it became exceedingly
difficult to keep the aircraft on an even keel, but displaying the greatest
determination, Flying Officer Bell flew the badly damaged aircraft to the
nearest available airfield in this country where he effected a masterly
landing. This officer displayed great tenacity and devotion to duty in
trying circumstances (DFC Citation 1946).

He died 30 November 1944 at the age of 28 and is commemorated
at Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England. He was the son of
William and Annie Bell of Winnipeg and was survived by his wife
Barbara Bell. Bell Island (64 G/12) in Denison Lake was named
after him in 1986.

Bell, Private Everett of Winnipeg (H 56362). Canadian Forestry
Corps. He died 27 January 1942 and is commemorated at
Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey, England. Bell Rapids
(64 1/12) in the Stanley River was named after him in 1995.

Bell, Private Gordon of Winnipeg (H 6298).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 6 June 1945 at
the age of 25 and is commemorated at the
Yokohama War Cemetery in Japan. He was the
son of William and Rachel E. Bell of Winnipeg.
His sister recalls that (6 February 1995):
“Dufferin School on Logan Avenue was the
school he went to; his special interests were
church plays [at] St. Andrew’s Church, music
[and] entertaining people.” Bell Peninsula (53 M/1) in Semmens
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bell, Lieutenant Colonel John K. of Winnipeg. Royal Winnipeg
Rifles. He died 17 September 1942 at the age of 56 and is
commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was
survived by his wife Georgina Bell of Winnipeg. John Bell Lake
(63 N/15), east of Highrock Lake was named after him in 1996.

Bell, Private Tom F. of Inglis (H 10112). Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders. He died 21 July 1944 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Michael and Emma T. Bell of
Inglis. Bell Hill (63 N/4), west of Kississing Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Bellamy, Pilot Officer John A. of Winnipeg (J 95238). No. 424
Squadron. He died 7 March 1945 at the age of 31 and is
commemorated at Rheinberg War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of George O. and Catherine R. Bellamy and was survived
by his wife Verne E. Bellamy of Vancouver. Bellamy Lake (64 P/4),
south of Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1978.

\ Bellingham, Flying Officer Adam S. of
Winnipeg (J 8657). No. 420 Squadron. He
died 24 July 1943 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at the Malta Memorial. He was
the son of Adam S. and Margaret P. Bellingham
and was survived by his wife Jona I.
Bellingham  of  Fairbury, = Nebraska.
Bellingham Lake (64 N/9), southwest of
Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Belsham, Gunner Douglas J. of Winnipeg (H 35232). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 6 October 1940 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at St. John’s Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick O. Belsham of Winnipeg. Belsham
Lake (64 J/14), northwest of Tadoule Lake was named after him in
1972.

Beltz, Corporal Charles M. of Winnipeg
(H 20648). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 19
December 1941 during the final days of the
defence of Hong Kong and is commemorated at
the Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. Beltz
Lake (63 K/16), northwest of Wekusko Lake
was named after him in 1973.

Belyea, Pilot Officer Alan C. of Winnipeg (J 86414). No. 103
Squadron. He died 31 March 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Hanover War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of Daniel A. and of Gladys E. Belyea of Vancouver. Belyea
Lake (64 H/3), west of Settee Lake was named after him in 1995.

~] Belyea, Corporal Graham S. of Winnipeg (H
2832). Canadian Army Corps of Military Staff
Clerks. He died 1 May 1941 at the age of 20
and is commemorated at the Halifax Memorial.
He was the son of Daniel A. and Gladys Belyea
of Winnipeg and was survived by his wife
Helen Belyea of Ste. Anne, Manitoba. Belyea
Island (63 N/3) in Kississing Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Benedictson, Private Allan F. I. of Riverton (H 23504). Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 1 May 1945 at the age of 20
and is commemorated at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of F. Valdimar and Kristin S. Benedictson
of Riverton, Manitoba. His high school teacher (Bend 1982)
recalls:

I had just started as a member of a four person staff at Teulon Collegiate.
The day was over and as I was preparing to leave, a clean cut, light-haired
boy appeared at the class room door. “Sir, my name is Allan
Benedictson. I came from Riverton. Is it possible to take Grades 9, 10
and 11 French in one year?” he asked. “Possible but not probable. Why
would you want to do that?” I replied. “I want to go to University and I
have to get French before I can be admitted. Will you teach me?” “Yes,”
I'said. “How much?” “Twenty-five dollars at Christmas and twenty-five
at Easter; if you don’t pass you get your money back,” I said. “When do
I start?” “Tomorrow night at 8 o’clock at my house.”

For two nights a week the boy turned up never late once. Actually, our
gate made a slight noise when it opened. If you looked at the clock when
you heard the gate, the hands would show within one minute of eight.
One Friday night a few weeks later, the late Mr. Walter Griffin Sr. showed
up at the house. “I've just finished digging up some potatoes and they’re
lying on the ground. Do you think you could get some boys to come with
you to pick them tomorrow?” he asked.

I rounded up Allan and three other boys and we reported for work. Mr.
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Griffin’s “some potatoes” was the understatement of the year. They
seemed to be everywhere. We started to pick but three of the boys quit
at noon leaving only Allan and myself. Never before or since have I seen
his equal as a potato picker. He fastened the pail to his belt and appeared
to be on all fours as he went down the rows. Working as fast as I could,
there was no way I could keep up. All afternoon he picked a row and a
half to my one. Iknow one thing; when we finished the job that night I
didn’t care if I ever saw another potato as long as I lived!

The last French lesson before Christmas, Allan handed me a check for
$25. “Is this money put up by your parents because the cost of sending
you here to school is considerable,” I asked. “No sir, this is my own
money. In the summer I mend nets. It is piece work and I am the only
boy. The rest are all women. I can make pretty good money because I
can mend net as fast as any woman there and faster than most of them,”
he replied. I immediately remembered the potato patch and I knew he
was telling the truth. “You can keep your money. I stated a fee because
I wanted to make sure you were serious and would not be a waste of my
time,” I said. “No, a deal is a deal,” he said. “If that is the way you feel
we will split the difference and you have now paid in full,” I answered.
It can be truly said that I have never worked with a finer one than Allan
Benedictson, late of Riverton. He was one of many of that generation
who gave everything they had for those they left behind.

Benedictson Lake (63 K/16), northwest of Wekusko Lake was
named after him in 1973.

Benham, Lieutenant John W. of Winnipeg.
Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 at
the age of 31 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery
in Calvados, France. He was the son of Alfred
W. and Grace M. Benham of Winnipeg and was
survived by his wife Millicent Benham.
Benham Lake (64 N/12), southwest of Nueltin
Lake was named after him in 1972.

Benn, Rifleman Stanley C. of Isabella (H 41972).
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. He died
22 August 1942 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. Born at Uno,
Manitoba 9 December 1918, he was survived
by his parents Thomas H. and Unice Benn (née
McKay) of Isabella, Manitoba. His sister
recalls (8 December 2001):

I was five months old when he went to war. Then when I was two, he
came back for Christmas — he’d bought me a doll and doll clothes. That
was his last visit. He always liked riding horses and went with dad to cut
and saw wood. Dad told me that he always carried me around; he looked
after me when I was outside. He really favoured me a lot. When my
brother left after Christmas, I cried and cried and Mom and Dad had a
hard time stopping me. Dad gave me all of Stanley’s things after that.
He wasn’t feeling well and told [me] to take over. My favourite big
brother.

Benn Lake (63 K/13), east of Embury Lake was named after him
in 1984.

Bennett, Lieutenant Dennis B. of Winnipeg. Royal Winnipeg
Rifles. He died 14 September 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Calais Canadian War Cemetery in France.
He was survived by his step-mother Edith M. Bennett and by his
aunt Mrs. W. A. Hutchings of Worthing, Sussex, England. Bennett
Bay (64 1/10) in Lovat Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bennett, Flying Officer Donald E. of Dunrea (J 12978). No. 420
Squadron. He died 5 March 1943 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of George S. and Sadie E. Bennett of
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Evansburg, Alberta. His sister recalls (21

November 2001):

During the early 1930s, Donald was one of the
many unemployed who rode the freights looking
for work. One of his letters, written November 5,
1934 describes this adventure. It is most interesting,
humorous and revealing of those times. He
obtained harvest work for $20.00 per month

4 . followed by winter employment on a farm. He had
room and board ($5.00 per month) from the farmer and $5.00 per month
from the government. Don later farmed rented land at Stoughton,
Saskatchewan and Dunrea, Manitoba. He took time off one winter to
attend Agricultural College at Vermilion, Alberta. He completed two
years in one as well as being editor of their 1938 Year Book. His letters
from overseas consisted mostly of the interesting things he saw in his
travels around England and Scotland whenever he had leave.

Bennett Island (64 H/4) in Gauer Lake was named after him in
1995.

Bennett, Flying Officer Donald H. of Stony
Mountain (J 37881). No. 166 Squadron. He
died 31 December 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Nederweert War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the only son of George
Howard and Eileen Bennett of Stony Mountain.
His nephew writes (13 November 2001):

Don flew 33 missions into the heart of Germany
beginning September 30, 1944. A superb, all-
round athlete who represented Stony Mountain in many athletic events
(track, hockey, baseball), Don was close to his sister Gwen, also a gifted
athlete (he addressed some of his letters to her to “Fleet Foot™) and he
wrote her frequently.

Awaiting assignments in England in February, 1944, Don frequently
flashed his sense of humour and wrote: “It’s tough being an officer,
though. We are stuck away in a room all by ourselves and I’ve been
having quite a conversation with the light bulbs and arguments with the
doorknobs. The last statement is true, anyway, for the doors stick.”

In early October, 1944, Don revealed his prairie hockey roots, writing:
“One can’t do much around here for we are on duty all the time, liable to
be called out at any time. However, I have taken chances and toured into
Grimsby a couple of times. They have a rink in town and I believe we
shall be getting some hockey hours in, but I haven’t had a skate as yet.”

In late October, 1944, Don wrote reassuringly of his bombing
assignments: “Yeah, we’re on another ‘do’ tonight. This will be number
seven, the number is getting higher, eh? Hope I can or we can keep it up.
Since I wrote last we’ve done a couple on Duisberg, on Willemshaven
and Essen. I really can’t say much about them, everything happens so
darned fast but they don’t seem bad anyway. The only excitement is
around the target and we don’t stay there any longer than we have to.”
In December, 1944, Don wrote, fatefully: “Well Sis, twenty-two trips in
now so your finger-crossing must be helping us. Only eight more and
that isn’t very long to keep ‘em crossed is it? Keep ‘em crossed.”

Bennett Peninsula (64 P/7) in Wallbridge Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Bennett, Squadron Leader Gordon E. of St.
Boniface (J 15248). No. 405 Squadron,
Distinguished Flying Cross and the
Distinguished Service Order.

As captain of aircraft, Squadron Leader Bennett
has taken part in a very large number of sorties
during which he has successfully attacked such
targets as Berlin, Mannheim and Munich. He has
displayed skill of a high order whilst his
unconquerable spirit of determination and
contempt for danger have been a notable feature of his efforts throughout.
Squadron Leader Bennett has rendered valuable service (DSO Citation
1949).



The actual mission for which he was awarded the DFC was
described in a newspaper article (n.d.):

The four-motored bomber, previously damaged by flak, was struck by
eight incendiaries from another Allied aircraft flying at a higher altitude,
just as the bombs were dropped. The blaze took 15 minutes to
extinguish. The bomber then flew through dense, freezing clouds.
Limping home with holes in the aircraft large enough to fall through,
minus lights, petrol gauges, electric system, heat or hydraulics, Bennett
set the Halifax down on an aerodrome in southern England.

He died 25 May 1944 at the age of 24 and is commemorated at
Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was the
son of George V. and Clara Bennett (née Whyman) of Winnipeg
and was survived by his wife Nancy F. Bennett (née Ferguson) of
Winnipeg. In a letter home to his sister he wrote:

Dear Ida: Just a few lines to thank you for the parcel. It sure was good
of you to send it. How do you like married life? I am glad to hear that
you finally got him. Poor Bill ... it was a long, hard fight. He did his
best, but I guess that he was no match against you. Well being a married
man myself I can of course sympathise with Bill. But all kidding aside,
I 'know that you will be very happy. My only wish is that I was home and
we could all get together; it sure would be some size of a family.

The razor blades you sent me are very important. Tell my friends that
when they write me to put one razor blade in each envelope. I am going
to remind the Mrs. to do so. It has been a very bad day today. I just got
my fire going and my room is starting to warm up. I just came back from
leave. The fellow that is supposed to clean up after me has neglected to
do so and my joint was in a mess. I am finally getting settled down.

I am going on to a new type of plane. She looks like a honey. I don’t
think I will be leaving this station though. Give my regards to all the
gang at work. Also tell old man Macken. Tell Bill that I will drop him a
“hair raising” letter one of these days. I'll title it A Canuck in the RAF.
I am keeping a diary. She sure is going to be kept right to the facts. I met
all our aunties and cousins, so I guess that is all the news for now. Love
and kisses, Gordon (6 December 1941).

His brother recalls (21 November 2001):

As a pre-schooler, Gordon enjoyed one of the early cowboy movie stars,
Ken Maynard. At Christmas, he was given a grey-coloured toy horse (the
same colour as Ken Maynard’s horse) which was mounted on four
wheels and he would tow the thing around the house for hours. As he
grew up, he would play football with others, using frozen cabbage heads,
turnips etc., as in those days no one had the money to buy things like a
football. He had a good circle of friends and they would get together and
cycle out to the open fields to pick crocuses in the spring, tiger lilies and
other flowers in the summer. They would lay on their backs in the grass
and watch the clouds gather and dissipate and guess what some clouds
would represent such as elephants, horses, airplanes etc.

He went to some of the air shows at Stevenson airfield where he got a
bang out of a number of small aircraft attempting to break released
balloons with the tips of their propellers. He also thought it was really
something to see an all-metal Ford tri-motor cabin aircraft do a loop. As
he lived close to the Red River, he watched the airport from the foot of
Brandon Avenue and the aircraft coming and going. There were the
single pusher engine flying boats used to patrol the northern areas and
single engine and tri-motor Fokker aircraft on floats.

For several years in a row, Gordon and I received a hockey stick and puck
for Christmas. For a number of weeks before Christmas, we would cut
kindling and hide it so we could start a fire in the kitchen cook stove to
keep warm while we opened the few gifts we received. However, with
the hockey sticks we would be out on the street at 2 AM Christmas
morning playing hockey under the street lamps.

Gordon had a black cocker spaniel which he named Trixie. They would go
to the Norwood Golf Course and Trixie would hide in some of the small
bushes and when a golf ball came her way she would run out and retrieve
it. Gordon would wait a week or two and then sell the balls to the golfers.
‘When Gordon was overseas during the war, Trixie was ill from old age but
Mother would not put her down, as she was apprehensive that it might affect
Gordon. Soon after Gordon was killed on active duty, Trixie passed away.

Gordon Bennett Lake (53 N/4), east of Fish Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Bennett, Private Ruben R. of McCreary (H
8957). Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. He died 23 May 1944 and is
commemorated at the Cassino War Cemetery in
Italy. He was the son of Chester and Martha
Bennett of McCreary. Bennett Point (64 N/7)
in Watkins Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bennett, Flying Officer Stanley A. of Winnipeg (164183). Royal
Air Force. He died 2 August 1945 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Ramleh War Cemetery, Isracl. Bennett Rapids
(64 1/16) in the Lavallée Channel was named after him in 1995.

Bennett, Pilot Officer William J. B. of Holland, Manitoba
(R 137695). No. 22 Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 6
October 1942 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at Birmingham
(Witton) Cemetery, Warwickshire, England. Bennett Hill (64 O/13),
east of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1996.

Benoit, Private Daniel N. of Winnipeg (H 20737). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 19 August 1942 at the age of 20
and is commemorated at Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery in Seine-
Maritime, France. He was the son of David W. and Maria Benoit
of Winnipeg. Benoit Lake (64 J/1), south of Tadoule Lake was
named after him in 1975.

Benson, Flight Lieutenant Ivor B.
“Benny” of La Riviere (J 27009). No. 429
Squadron. He died 25 February 1945 at the age
of 27 and is commemorated at the Runnymede
Memorial in Surrey, England. He was the
eldest of the six children of Swan D. and Elinor
Benson and was survived by his wife Anne
Benson (née MacDonald) of Winnipeg. He was
reported missing in action on his second last
mission before coming home on furlough. Benson Island (63 P/2)
in Cotton Lake was named after him in 1995.

Benson, Sergeant Johann A. of Stonewall (R 106241). No. 8 Air
Observer School. He died 11 August 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of Johann and Minnie H. L. Benson of Norwood. Benson
Point (64 F/8) in Cline Lake was named after him in 1995.

Benton, Private Roger A. of Minnedosa (436215). “A” Company,
4th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment.). He
died 13 June 1916 at the age of 28 and is commemorated at Ypres
(Menin Gate) Memorial, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. He was
the son of James A. and Hannah Benton (née Debnam) of Innisfail,
Alberta. He had been employed as a grain dealer at the time of his
enlistment in Edmonton in January, 1915. Benton Lake (53 M/12),
south of Split Lake was named after this World War I casualty in 1985.

Benville, Flying Officer Lawrence J. of Winnipeg (J 40216). No.
408 Squadron. He died 5 January 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Sage War Cemetery in Germany. He was the
son of John and Violet Benville and was survived by his wife
Margaret D. Benville. Benville Lake (64 P/2), southeast of
Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1974.

Benzie, Pilot Officer John of Winnipeg (42185). No. 242
Squadron, RAF. Pilot Officer Benzie died 7 September 1940 at the
age of 25 and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of John and Agnes Benzie of
Winnipeg. After the war, his mother learned of the plan to use the
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names of decorated servicemen for
geographical features in Canada. She wrote a
letter to the Geographic Board of Canada which
read in part (12 January 1953):

I just want to draw your attention to my son, the late
Pilot Officer Jack Benzie of the 242 fighter
squadron — all Canadians of the RAF. The reason
he joined the RAF: When he left school there was
no work, so he joined the PPCLI. After he was
through there, there still was no work. He thought

if he could be a flier, he could come back and fly north to the mines, but
the war came and he had to fight in the Old Country. He had to pay all
his own expenses going to England and [it] was not an easy matter to get
into the RAF those days. He was a Manitoba Marksman and he put eight
months in the Camerons and five years in the Camerons Cadets. He is
remembered in Westminster Abbey and his name is on the Honour Roll
there. And if he is worth remembering there, he is worth remembering in
his native land, as I say:
He is a lad without a grave,
and was blown to pieces
That the world might be saved.

I will give you one little incident that he came through. Coming from
France, he was all alone and three planes attacked him. He shot one
Messerschmitt down but the other two shot him. His plane went on fire and
he was shot in the leg, but he came down in his parachute — he was 800 feet
up at the time. When he landed, the Frenchmen kicked him and clubbed
him, but a “Civilian” came along and told them that he was a British Officer,
so after that, they could not do enough for him. He came back with the bunch
from Dunkirk. I am his Mother, and as I say he has no Grave. Gentlemen,
think it over. All his history is in Ottawa. The Canadian government
recognizes him although he was in the Royal Air Force. Yours sincerely,
Agnes Benzie. PS. He was two months in Southport Hospital with his leg.
Then he went back fighting and was killed in the Battle of Britain.

As recently as 25 years after the war, it was lamented that “few
Canadians remember the CAN-RAF boys today” (Halliday 1970),
but they have not been forgotten overseas. A woman in England
wrote a letter to the editor of the Winnipeg Free Press:

This year [1990] sees the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Britain and
various museums all over Britain are organizing displays to
commemorate this event and these displays are being organized by
people who are dedicated and giving their spare time voluntarily.

I am enclosing some photos of a young pilot who fought in the Battle of
Britain and was killed on active service. He was Pilot Officer John
Benzie, a Canadian. One of the photos is of him standing with his mates
taking a breather after the battle had begun. They are all Canadians of
242 Squadron based at Cottishall, Norfolk, England and these brave lads
were led by the famous legless ace pilot Sir Douglas Bader.

Pilot Officer Benzie came from Winnipeg. His parents originally
emigrated from Scotland to Canada. When John was young, his ambition
was to learn to fly and become a bush pilot. However, three years after
leaving school, he joined the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.
Then in February, 1939 he worked his way to England where he joined
the RAF and got his wings in July, 1939.

At the outbreak of war, he was sent to France and on May 23, 1940 he
shot down a German Messerschmitt 109 fighter plane. Later that same
day, he too was unfortunately shot down. He managed to bail out despite
being injured in both legs and when he landed, he was nearly killed by
the French who took him to be German because of the short haircut.
Indeed they took all flyers to be the enemy. He had landed just south of
Dunkirk and hitched a lift on a lorry to that town where the British were
evacuating their troops from the beaches. Back in Britain, he was sent to
a hospital in Torquay, Devon to recover from his wounds before returning
to his squadron.

The 7th of September 1940 was the fateful day that John Benzie flew
with Douglas Bader to fight the enemy and never returned. Thirty-six
years later to the day, on September 7, 1976 his remains were found in
his partly buried Hurricane aircraft where it had crashed and his remains
are now buried in a military cemetery in England.
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My friends and I will never forget those brave men who fought against
such odds. We owe them so much, which is why we are giving our
services to the [British] museums voluntarily as a tribute to them. We are
trying to gather together photos of pilots and aircrew who took part in the
Battle of Britain to be put on display for creation of a national archive
(Miss W. English, Slough, Berkshire 1990).
It has been estimated that over 2000 Canadians joined the RAF at
the beginning of the war and between 1943 and 1945 “colonials”
comprised as much as one-third of that force (Allison 1978).
Benzie Lake (64 C/3), southwest of Granville Lake was named
after Pilot Officer Benzie in 1953.

Bergquist, Flight Sergeant Edwin R. of MacGregor (R 95456).
No. 83 Squadron. He died 13 October 1942 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
Bergquist Lake (64 J/15), northwest of Tadoule Lake was named
after him in 1975.

Berlin, Sergeant Yale of Winnipeg (H 13114). Royal Canadian
Engineers. He died 21 August 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Ancona War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son
of Meyer M. and Lily Berlin of Winnipeg. Berlin Lake (64 K/11),
northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Bernard, Private Emile Y. of Ste. Rose du Lac
(H 1534). Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders.
He died 2 August 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at  Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
He was the son of Jules and Marie Bernard (née
Dumas), and was survived by his wife Sarah M.
Bernard (née Spence) of Ste. Rose du Lac and
their two daughters. Bernard Island (64 C/12)
in Laurie Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bernath, Private Frank (H 9616). Princess Patricia’s Canadian
Light Infantry. He died 29 March 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Moro River Canadian War Cemetery in Italy.
He was the son of John and Mary Bernath of Stratton, Ontario.
Bernath Lake (64 O/5), northwest of Blackfish Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Berrisford, Ordinary Seaman Gordon H. of
Selkirk (V 42923). HMCS St. Croix. The St.
Croix was torpedoed and sunk by U-305 south
of Iceland while escorting Convoy ON.202.
Five officers and 76 men were rescued by HMS
Itchen, but only one of these survived the loss
of the Itchen two days later. See VanSickle,
Ordinary Seaman Harold A. for additional
information. Ordinary Seaman Berrisford died
20 September 1943 at the age of 19 and is commemorated at the
Halifax Memorial. He was the son of William and Gladys
Berrisford of Selkirk. Berrisford Lake (64 F/6), northwest of Wells
Lake was named after him in 1994.

Berry, Pilot Officer John L. of Roland (J 90142).
No. 424 Squadron. He died 31 March 1944 at
the age of 21 and is commemorated at
Durnbach War Cemetery in Bavaria, Germany.
His sister and nephew visited the grave in 1975.
It was his third operational mission. He was the
son of John A. and Ellen 1. Berry of Carman,
Manitoba. Berry Rapids (64 P/11) in the
Cameron River were named after him in 1995.




Berry, Sergeant Wallace Llewellyn of Virden
(R 59127). No. 35 Squadron. He died 15
August 1941 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Reichswald Forest War
Cemetery, Germany. He was the youngest son
of Lewis D. and Philipena L. Berry (née Brill)
of Virden. Prior to enlistment, he enjoyed
hunting, boxing and hockey. He took
considerable pleasure in writing poetry,
composing the following while en route to Toronto where he hoped
to become a pilot:

An Airman’s Hymn

When the last long flight is over
And the happy landing’s past
When my altimeter tells me
That the crack-up’s come at last
I’ll swing her nose for the ceiling
And I'll give my crate the gun
I’ll open her up and let her zoom
For the airport of the sun.
Then the great God of flying men
Will smile on me — sort of slow
As I stow my crate in the hangar
On the field where flyers go.
Then I'1l look upon His face
The Almighty Flying Boss
Whose wing spread fills the heavens
From Orion to the Cross.

Berry Peninsula (63 1/2) in Mishepowistik Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Berzenski, Lance Corporal George of Russell
(H 6700). Winnipeg Grenadiers, Mentioned in
Dispatches. He died a prisoner of war 26
August 1942 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at the Sai Wan War Cemetery in
Hong Kong. His death and that of three other
Grenadiers sparked a war crimes investigation
after the war. It was determined that he had
been executed after trying to escape. Nine of
the ten Japanese military personnel involved were found guilty.
See Payne, Sergeant John O. for additional details. He was the son
of Mr. and Mrs. John Berzenski and was survived by his wife
Louise M. Berzenski of Fort St. John, British Columbia and their
two children. At the time of his enlistment, he had been employed
as a mechanic. Berzenski Lake (64 F/3), north of Vandekerckhove
Lake was named after him in 1994.

Best, Flight Lieutenant John D. of Winnipeg (J
11043). No. 1666 Operational Training Unit,
RCAF. He died 11 July 1944 and is
commemorated at Harrogate (Stonefall)
Cemetery in Yorkshire, England. Best Island
(64 O/1) in Munroe Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Bestick, Sergeant Frank F. of Selkirk (580598). No. 38 Squadron,
RAF. He enlisted in January, 1939 and died 12 April 1940. He was
21 years of age and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial
in Surrey, England. Bestick Lake (64 F/16), northwest of Kustra
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bettess, Able Seaman Edward of Winnipeg (V 24438). HMCS
Louisburg. The Louisburg was attacked by Italian aircraft and sank
east of Oran while escorting a convoy from Gibraltar to Bone,

Algeria; 38 of her ship’s company were lost. Able Seaman Bettess
died 6 February 1943 at the age of 21 and is commemorated at the
Halifax Memorial. He was the son of George B. and Selena M.
Bettess of Winnipeg. Bettess Lake (64 N/13), west of Nueltin Lake
was named after him in 1972.

Betts, Flight Sergeant Norman Garnett of
Winnipeg (R 134551). No. 434 Squadron. He
died 23 August 1943 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at Heverlee War Cemetery,
Leuven, Vlaams-Brabant, Belgium. It was his
first operational mission. He was the son of
George H. and Kathleen M. Betts of Winnipeg.
Prior to enlisting in 1941, he was employed by
the Canadian Pacific Express Company. He
was well known in amateur hockey circles with the local junior
teams, the Fort William seniors, and playing professionally for
Kansas City in the American Association Hockey league. Fifty-two
years after his death, his sister received a letter from a man in
Belgium:
Dear Mrs. Elliot: Firstly I must apologize for writing out of the blue like
this, I hope you do not mind too much. I was given your address by your
friend ... from whom I received a letter yesterday. Iread in her letter that
you also would like to take part in helping me collect the information for
my research. In the spring of this year, I had placed a message in a local
newspaper of the town Winnipeg via the mayor, with the hope to get in
touch with the next-of-kin of the late Flight Sergeant Norman Garnett
Betts, your brother who sadly was killed in action in my country during
the Second World War.

About one year ago, I started with my research on the fate of Royal Air
Force bombers’ crews, shot down over the Limburg area, a province in
the northeast part of Belgium, during the five years of German
occupation. I believe the casualties were heavy as the path of the
bombers was directly in the line of the Ruhr area and consequently very
heavily defended. Almost three hundred bombers of the Royal Air Force
crashed in our province and many young airmen died in atrocious
circumstances during the dangerous operational sorties.

Today, at least four War Cemeteries of the British Commonwealth are the
last sleeping witnesses of the hard air-strikes which took place every
night in the dark sky of the province of Limburg. So many books were
written about the actions of the ground forces and last year we celebrated
here in Belgium the fiftieth anniversary of the liberation by the Allied
ground troops. It seems that the nocturnal air war between the Royal Air
Force nightbombers and the German nightfighters is nearly forgotten
here in Belgium. A lot of families in the Commonwealth countries lost
their sons, brothers, fathers, husbands, cousins and other relatives in their
fight against Nazism in Europe. Perhaps the only cold comfort that many
descendants ever had was to know that their beloved member of the
family was buried in friendly ground where they still rest today!

As you probably know, the intention of my research is to write a book
who gives a detailed view on each bomber and crew that was brought
down in the province of Limburg. Every crash is another story with
different young men — mostly volunteers — in the leading parts. These
brave young people, who mostly did not possess a driving license but
were qualified to fly a twin- or four-engined bomber, took great risks
every night to liberate us from the German occupation. I think that it is
the obligation for my generation to remember the sacrifices of all that
young airmen who took off during the war and came never back home.
They gave their lives for the peace and freedom that we have today (29
November 1995).

Betts Island (64 P/13) in Baralzon Lake was named after Flight
Sergeant Betts in 1987.

Betts, Leading Seaman Roy H. of Pine Falls (V 704). HMCS
Haida. He died 6 August 1944 at the age of 30 and is
commemorated at Plymouth (Weston Mill) Cemetery in Devon,
England. He was the son of Thomas and Maria Betts. Betts Lake
(64 1/13), northwest of North Knife Lake was named after him in
1974.

29



Beverley, Sergeant George of Winnipeg (R 116049). No. 113
Squadron. He died 26 February 1943 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of George G. and Christina Beverley of Winnipeg and was
survived by his wife Pearl E. Beverley of Winnipeg. Beverley Lake
(53 L/11), west of Gods Lake was named after him in 1983.

Beyak, Flying Officer Alexander E. of Winnipegosis (J 14791).
No. 429 Squadron. He died 22 October 1943 at the age of 20 and
is commemorated at Schoonselhof Cemetery, Antwerp, Belgium.
He was the son of Mrs. Nellie Beyak. Beyak Lake (52 E/14),
southeast of Lac du Bonnet was named after him in 1974.

Beyak, Private John D. of Winnipegosis (H 510513). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 19 September 1945 at the age of 28 and
is commemorated at Winnipegosis Greek Catholic Cemetery. He
was the son of Dmetro and Pauline Beyak of Winnipegosis. Beyak
Island (64 O/12) in Shannon Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bialoskorski, Private Henry of St. Vital (H 43637). Lake Superior
Motor Regiment. He died 22 April 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland.
He was the son of Stanley and Helen Bialoskorski of Winnipeg.
Bialoskorski Lake (64 1/2), east of North Knife Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Bickford, Rifleman Cyril E. of Sydney (H 1478). Regina Rifle
Regiment. He died 11 November 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Samuel N. and Lottie G. Bickford of
Sydney, Manitoba. Bickford Lake (64 1/5), southeast of Tadoule
Lake was named after him in 1974.

Bidochka, Gunner Frederick of Rossburn (H 67083). Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 20 July 1944 at the age of 22 and is commemorated
at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
He was the son of Nick and Kate Bidochka and was survived by his
wife Jessie Bidochka (née Robertson) of Paisley, Scotland. He was the
brother of Lance Corporal Michael Bidochka (next entry). Bidochka
Island (63 N/7) in Guthrie Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bidochka, Lance Corporal Michael of Rossburn (H 41516). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 11 October 1944 and is commemorated
at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in Belgium. He was the
son of Nick and Kate Bidochka and the brother of Gunner Frederick
Bidochka (previous entry). Bidochka Lake (62 N/15), southeast of
Swan River was named after him in 1973.

Bieber, Stores Petty Officer Edgar E. of Winnipeg (V 9844).
HMCS Athabaskan. The Athabaskan was sunk by a torpedo from
a German destroyer while operating in the English Channel. Her
captain and 128 men were lost, 83 taken prisoner and 44 men
rescued by HMCS Haida. Petty Officer Bieber died 29 April 1944
at the age of 27 and is commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He
was the son of Andrew P. and Caroline Bieber of Winnipeg. Bieber
River (64 A/16), which flows southeast into Assaikwatamo River
was named after him in 1963.

Bieber, Flying Officer Wilbert J. “Bert” of
Miniota (J 21271). No. 4 Wireless School,
RCAF. He died 7 August 1943 at the age of 22
and is commemorated at Miniota Cemetery in
Manitoba. He was the son of Phillip and
Suzanne Bieber of Rosetown, Saskatchewan.
His obituary (n.d.) read:
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The tragedy of war occurred on the Saturday previous whilst on flying
duties from No. 4 Wireless

School at Brantford, Ontario, and the Yale training plane piloted by F/O
Bert Bieber was scheduled to go on a flight with the Burch flying
squadron failed to show up and fears were entertained that something had
happened. Later the report came in that there had been a plane crash four
miles south of Burford village. This was the missing plane. The pilot
and his mechanic were badly smashed up.

The body arrived by train on Wednesday afternoon and was escorted by
Flying Officer Gagnon of the same squadron and one of Bert’s friends, and
he spoke very highly of that boy we knew so well and thought so much of.
His brother officers will miss Bert very much. His devotion to duty, his
congenial company and consideration for the safety of all those he came in
contact with in the course of duty, will always remain in their thoughts.

Bieber Lake (53 E/3), southwest of Island Lake was named after
him in 1978.

Biebrick, Private Clarence D. of Whitemouth (H 1689). North
Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment. He died 17 September 1944 at
the age of 19 and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son of
William and Emily Biebrick of Winnipeg. Biebrick Island (63 K/16)
in Woosey Lake was named after him in 1973.

Biehl, Sergeant William M. of Morden (622666). No. 78 Squadron,
RAF. He died 13 June 1944 at the age of 26 and is commemorated
at Poix-de-Picardie Churchyard, Somme, France. He had:
... enlisted in July, 1938 as groundcrew ... and remustered to aircrew as a
wireless operator-air gunner in 1942. During an air raid in London, he
was commended for his action in rescuing people who were buried in the
rubble. He completed 28 operations [and] on the next mission to support
the D-Day landings, they were shot down over Amiens (Allison 1978).

Biehl Lake (64 1/5), northwest of Sprott Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Biggerstaff, Pilot Officer Richard A. of
Brandon (J 95425). No. 426 Squadron. He
died 5 March 1945 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at Harrogate (Stonefall)
Cemetery in Yorkshire, England. He was the
son of Richard W. and Helen A. Biggerstaff
(née Redman) of Brandon. He had tried to
enlist in 1942, but was turned away because he
was too young. Biggerstaff Lake (64 P/5), south of Nejanilini Lake
was named after him in 1974.

Bignell, Private Peter of The Pas (H 102853). Seaforth
Highlanders of Canada. He died 9 December 1944 and is
commemorated at Ravenna War Cemetery in Italy. Bignell Island
(64 O/5) in Shannon Lake was named after him in 1975.

Bigurski, Rifleman Walter J. of St. Germain (H 42175). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 3 January 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of John and Mary Bigurski of St.
Germain, Manitoba. Bigurski Lake (52 E/14), southeast of Lac du
Bonnet was named after him in 1974.

Bill, Flying Officer Victor E. of Winnipeg
(J 6683). No. 10 Squadron. He died 4
September 1943 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Ottawa Memorial. He
was the son of Thomas and Isabelle Bill and the
husband of Winnifred Bill. Bill Lake (64 H/10),
west of Buckland Lake was named after him in
1995.



Billing, Flight Sergeant James W. of Winnipeg (R 110092). No. 427
Squadron. He died 2 March 1943 at the age of 22 and is commemorated
at Feltwell (St. Nicholas) Churchyard in Norfolk, England. He was the
son of Ernest A. and Gertrude Billing of Vancouver. Billing Lake
(64 O/5), west of Booth Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bilodeau, Gunner Robert J. of Winnipeg (H 16308).
Royal Canadian Artillery. He died 21 February
1945 at the age of 21 and is commemorated at
the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was shipped overseas in 1940 and
landed in France on D-Day, later fighting in
Belgium and Germany. In a letter home he wrote:

Dear Mrs. Benjamin: Well it’s been a long time

before I have wrote to you which I am very sorry for
not doing, but there really isn’t very much to talk about, but we shall try
and give you a bit of news.

When we arrived over here we had our landing leave. Some of us went
to England and some went to Scotland. Four of us boys went to
Edinburgh, Scotland and we had a wail of a time. We went to dances and
met some very nice girls who took us to some very nice places. The
people in Scotland are very friendly to the boys. We had a very nice
house to stay at but I don’t think you can beat good old Canada.

We have had a little snow over here but not much to talk about. We had
a very nice Christmas, that is, as good as you can expect, but the New
Year was pretty quiet. We have a very good camp but there [aren’t] very
many places to go. Say Mrs. Benjamin, there is a fellow over here that
asked me to say hello to your husband. His name is Bombardier Harris.
He says he knows Captain Benjamin. Well I don’t think there is much
more to talk about. You know I'm not very good at writing letters and I
do hope that the family is feeling fine and in good health, so guess that
will be all for now. Maybe we will have more to say next time. Goodbye
and good luck. Yours truly, Bob Bilodeau (23 January 1942).

Bilodeau Lake (54 C/2), southwest of York Factory was named
after him in 1964.

Bingham, Flying Officer Clifford M. of
Winnipeg (J 22033). No. 10 Operational
Training Unit, RCAF. He died 20 June 1943 at
the age of 22 and is commemorated at the
Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England. He
was the son of Lieutenant Colonel William J.
and Olive Bingham of Winnipeg, and was
survived by a younger brother Bill and sister,
Jean. His sister recalls (n.d.):

Clifford’s father, Colonel Bingham of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, left for
overseas in 1941. Clifford, like all his young Winnipeg friends, volunteered
as war broke out. He was just 19. He flew in No. 10 Operational Training
Unit (OTU) as part of Coastal Command squadron stationed in St. Eval,
Cornwall where he took part in the Battle of the Atlantic, fighting the deadly
German U-boats that sank so many allied ships, killing so many thousands,
and threatening to starve England into defeat.

Coastal Command’s theatre of operations stretched over an immense
area, from far out in the Atlantic, over to the Norwegian coast, and south
to the Bay of Biscay off the coast of Spain. Clifford had been in England
barely two months when he was killed. He was shot down by anti-
aircraft fire while attacking a U-boat in the Bay of Biscay on June 20,
1943 at the very peak of the battle to defeat the U-boat menace. He was
piloting an Armstrong Whitworth Whitley bomber, flying with a crew of
five other brave young men. Their names, to be read forever alongside
Clifford’s in the St. Eval Parish Church Book of Remembrance, are
Flying Officer Archibald B. C. Durnell, Pilot Officer Frederick W.
Tomlins, Flight Sergeant Harry Martin, Sergeant Walter Ettle and
Sergeant Robert W. Warhurst.

Clifford had arrived safely in April, 1943, and father and son were able
to meet in Kew in lilac time where they shared a few precious days
together. Two months later Colonel Bingham received news from
Clifford’s Wing Commander that Clifford’s crew had been lost in the sea.
He is as missed today as that day.

Bingham Lake (64 N/9), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Birch, Lance Corporal W. J. Thomas of
Franklin (H 41463). Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
He died 6 June 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son
of Joseph and Miriam Birch of Neepawa. He
had been born in the Rural Municipality of
Rosedale 14 September 1918, receiving his
education at Eden and enlisting in 1942. He
worked on farms prior to joining the Royal Winnipeg Rifles at
Winnipeg in October, 1940, training at Winnipeg, Shilo and Debert,
Nova Scotia. He was killed in the D-Day landings in Normandy
(Pittman n.d.). Birch Peninsula (53 L/6) in Joint Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Bird, Company Sergeant Major William E. of East Kildonan
(H40503). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 25 September 1944 and is
commemorated at the Calais Canadian War Cemetery in France.
He was survived by his wife Catherine Bird of Winnipeg. Bird
Island (64 H/6) in Northern Indian Lake was named after him in 1995.

Birkett, Licutenant George A. of Winnipeg.
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 19 December
1941 at the age of 34 and is commemorated at
the Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. He was
the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Allan Birkett of
St. Vital. He was survived by his wife and two
daughters in Vancouver. When the surviving
Grenadiers returned to Winnipeg several years
later, his family learned of his fate through a
newspaper account (14 September 1945):
Captain G. A. Birkett, Winnipeg, died alone on a pillbox on Jardine’s
Hill, December 19, 1941, in a successful effort to allow the remnants of
his platoon to escape to safety. Though severely wounded in the leg, the
Winnipeg officer refused treatment and grabbing two Bren guns took his
stand in an evacuated Japanese position to fight off the attack while his

men made their way back to the main company located in a different
area in the Jardines sector.

Leonard Mulvaney of 79 Morley Avenue, Winnipeg, a member of
Birkett’s platoon, told of Birkett’s death yesterday, shortly after his
arrival from Niigata camp in northern Japan, with two other
Manitobans, Joseph Campbell of Mafeking and James Downie of 443
Banning Street, Winnipeg. Mulvaney termed Captain Birkett “one of
the bravest men I have ever seen. He was always right in the lead and
saved all our lives.”

On December 19, Birkett’s platoon was scheduled for a special raid on
Lami Island. “But,” said Mulvaney, “the Japanese saved us the trouble
and came over to us instead. From early that morning we fought
without a break, defending the Jardines while the Japanese crept around
our flanks and poured sniper fire into our ranks.” In an effort to
discover the position of the flank, Birkett’s platoon was ordered to
investigate the shallow hills nearby. Taking one section at a time,
Birkett led the men over exposed ground, then returned for the next
group. Finally, all sections commenced an advance [to] where the
Japanese were believed to be. A volley of rifle and machine gun fire
cut the ranks and Captain Birkett ordered the men to take refuge in a
pillbox.

“He stood beside me and I could see the blood running down his legs. I
asked him to let me treat him, but he told me not to bother, to look after
the other men first.” A blast from a mortar shell knocked Mulvaney out
of the pillbox and when he got back Birkett ordered the men to retire
while he remained to cover the retreat. “The last we saw of him,”
Mulvaney tells, “he was standing on top of the pillbox firing a Bren gun
at the approaching Japanese.” Mulvaney declared that Birkett was one of
the strict disciplinarians of the regiment and because of that was not as
popular as some of the others. “But after what he did, we know just how
great a man he was.”
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Mulvaney learned Japanese during his stay at the camp at Niigata, which
made his life slightly easier for him, but though he looks tanned and well
he is still very weak. He is wondering also as to the fate of his twin
brother Tom whom he last saw in Hong Kong. “I carried him into the
hospital,” said Mulvaney, “ and have never seen him since. I asked the
Red Cross and the camp officials but though they have him on the
nominal roll they don’t appear to know where he is.”
The treatment at Niigata camp was on a par with the others. The
Japanese stole the Red Cross rations and beat and cursed the prisoners.
“They had two prisoners, one a Canadian, the other a US marine out in a
blizzard.” Mulvaney related. “They had nothing on but shorts and were
forced to stand with their hands behind their backs from early morning.
When released, the marine was unable to make his hut and collapsed.
They smashed his head in with a rifle butt.” The Canadian got as far as
Mulvaney’s hut but dropped to the floor exhausted and died in a few
hours.
Upon his return to Canada, Captain Njall O. Bardal recommended
both Lieutenant Birkett and Sergeant Major John Osborn for
decorations and Birkett for a posthumous promotion. Osborn
received the Victoria Cross; why Birkett received neither the
promotion to captain nor an award is unknown. Birkett Lake
(64 H/13), northeast of Southern Indian Lake was named after him
in 1963.

Birkinshaw, Flying Officer Leonard W. of Rapid City (J 8038).
No. 407 Squadron. He died 20 January 1943 at the age of 29
and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey,
England. He was the son of William E. and Ann R.
Birkinshaw of Rapid City and was survived by his wife
Dorothy B. Birkinshaw (née McQuinn) of Rapid City.
Birkinshaw Lake (53 E/7), south of Island Lake was named
after him in 1973.

Birnie, Trooper William M. of Reston
(H 103477). Fort Garry Horse. He died 8
August 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at  Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
He was the eldest child of William and Mary
Birnie of Ewart, Manitoba. A brother recalls
(13 November 2001):

“Gregor” grew up very involved in those social activities that typified
the life style of our local community; and in local team sports —
especially softball. Some may remember him as a Bridge player of some
ability. He was a cheerful, versatile worker, proud of a job well done, a
competent farmer, a good neighbour, respected and remembered. Sorely
missed, his siblings each and together have many fond memories of the
time shared with him.

Birnie Lake (64 H/16), southwest of Condie Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Birston, Rifleman Hilliard J. H. of Selkirk (H 10721). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 and is commemorated at
Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France. He
was survived by his wife Mary Birston of Selkirk. Birston Lake
(64 P/9), east of Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1974.

Bishoff, Rifleman Emanuel of West Kildonan
(H 1463). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8
June 1944 at the age of 18 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son
of Emanuel and Katherine Bishoff of Arborg,
Manitoba. His sister recalls (9 November 2001):

Emanuel joined the army in the fall of 1943 at the
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age of 17; our parents didn’t know where he was.

He wanted to go overseas to help his two older brothers who were over
there from the beginning.

Emanuel was up to pranks in grade school — crawling out of the
classroom on his stomach or calling his teacher by her nickname
“Muzzy.” He came home for Easter in 1944. We had a great time. He
loved to sing and his favourite was Put Your Arms Around Me Honey. He
turned 18 on May 31 and was sent over to Normandy where he was taken
prisoner with 18 other soldiers and put in front of a firing squad.

Bishoff Lake (52 E/14), southeast of Lac du Bonnet was named
after him in 1974.

Bishop, Colonel Clarence V. of Winnipeg. Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 1 December 1945 at the age of 55 and is
commemorated at Royal Oak Burial Park in Victoria, British
Columbia. He was survived by his wife Lilian H. Bishop of

Victoria. Bishop Bay (53 L/5) in Bolton Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Bishop, Pilot Officer Denis C. “Dinty” of
Winnipeg (J 25805). No. 15 Elementary
Flying Training School. He died 27
October 1943 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at St. John’s Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was the son of Jack and
Molly Bishop of Winnipeg and was
survived by his wife Bernice N. Bishop
(née Sherk) of Regina and their two year-
old daughter Judy. He attended Machray School and St. John’s
Technical School. Previous to enlistment with the RCAF in 1942,
he worked as an apprentice in the composing room of the Winnipeg
Free Press. His sister recalls (26 October 2001):
He was a great brother, although seven years older, we got along very
well. He was always busy and on-the-go. He loved the piano and played
for his own pleasure. He loved photography and was interested in every
facet. He took pictures of everything and everyone. Then he would
develop, print and enlarge his pictures — always striving to do better. He
loved flying most of all and was so proud to be a pilot. We still miss him.

Bishop Island (64 J/16) in Overby Lake was named after him in
1989.

Bissett, Squadron Leader Jack M. of St. Vital (J 16991). No. 427

Squadron, Distinguished Flying Medal.
[He] has displayed great courage and determination to accomplish his
tasks successfully. He has taken part in many sorties including attacks on
various targets in the well defended Ruhr area. A fearless captain, his
fine example has proved inspiring. [He is] one of the keenest captains in
the squadron and has always shown the greatest courage and
determination throughout his tour, in the course of which he has attacked
some of the most heavily defended areas in Germany. He has always set
an example to those who worked with him, and is a real asset to the
squadron (DFM Citation 1943).

He died 31 March 1944 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
Rheinberg War Cemetery in Germany. He was the son of Norman
and Caroline Bissett (née Montgomery) of St. Vital. Bissett Lake
(64 A/9), north of Waskaiowaka Lake was named after him in 1950.

Bissett, Lieutenant Commander John E. of Winnipeg (O 6680).
HMCS Athabaskan. He died 18 March 1944 at the age of 53 and
is commemorated at Mount Royal Cemetery in Montreal. He was
survived by his sister Florence A. Bissett of Winnipeg, who, like
her brother, practised law in Manitoba. Upon her death in 1987 she
bequeathed her estate to the Winnipeg Foundation to create a fund
in memory of her brother. She directed that 50% of the fund was to
be used to provide assistance to law students.



The late John Edwin Bissett was born in Montreal in 1890, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. E. H. Bissett, who moved thereafter to Winnipeg, where he
attended Winnipeg public schools and Winnipeg Collegiate. After
receiving a degree in Arts and Science from McGill University, Mr.
Bissett commenced the study of law in Manitoba, articling with S. E.
Richards, later Mr. Justice Richards. From 1917 to 1919, he served as a
sub-lieutenant in the Royal Navy on minesweepers operating out of
southern British ports. He then returned to Winnipeg and completed his
law course and was called to the Bar.

For some years, he practised with the firm of McWilliams, Gunn,
Honeyman, Allan and Bissett and later conducted his own practice until
1941, when he enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy as a Lieutenant
Commander and was attached to Naval Headquarters in Ottawa where he
died in 1944 (Headnotes and Footnotes 1988).

Bissett Island (64 C/8) in Granville Lake was named after him in
1979.

Bissonnette, Sergeant Guy A. R. of Lorette
(R 91666). No. 78 Squadron. He died 26 July
1942 at the age of 21 and is commemorated at
the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was survived by his mother Rosa
Bissonnette of Norwood Grove. The RCAF
Padre, Squadron Leader Ernest Stanston wrote
to his mother shortly afterwards:

I am sure you will be glad to know I visited him a few days before he took
off. He was in good spirits, brave, hardworking and happy to have a place
in the defence of those ideals dear to the heart of us all. His life was lived
on a high plane and was a credit to those who loved him. He was a grand
lad and I always enjoyed visiting him with his comrades (30 July 1942).

Bissonnette Lake (64 F/9) on the Katimiwi River, northeast of
Jordan Lake was named after him in 1986.

Bjarnason, Warrant Officer 2 Albert Lloyd of
Langruth (R 100110). No. 424 Squadron. He
died 29 July 1943 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Enfidaville War Cemetery in
Tunisia. He was the son of Eyjolfur and
Margaret Bjarnason of Portage la Prairie.
According to his brother (8 March 1995):

Lloyd grew up on a farm, first of all near Froude,

Saskatchewan and later moving to another farm at
Griffin, Saskatchewan. He took his schooling at St. ElImo School, a one-
room country school and finished his Grade 11. In 1937, he moved with
his parents to a farm at Langruth, Manitoba where he worked on the farm
and did commercial fishing on Lake Manitoba during the winter.

In April, 1941 he joined the RCAF [and] went overseas in the winter of
1942. His squadron made 23 bombing trips over Germany. In May, 1943
the unit was sent to Libya, North Africa. On July 23, 1943 his plane
crashed into a hangar as they were taking off and all the crew were killed.

Bjarnason Lake (64 H/16), southwest of Condie Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Bjornson, Lance Corporal Baldur H. of
Winnipeg (H 7026). Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders. He died 1 October 1944 at the age
of 32 and is commemorated at Bergen-op-Zoom
Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was
one of the six children of Brunjolfur and Maria
Bjornson of Gimli. Bjornson Lake (63 1/15),
east of Cross Lake was named after him in 1972.

Bjornson, Private Joel T. of Winnipeg (K 85316). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 18 September 1944 at
the age of 25 and is commemorated at Coriano Ridge War

Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Herman and Freda Bjornson
of Winnipeg. Bjornson Island (53 L/13) in Oxford Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Black, Flying Officer Angus J. of Carman (J 24704). No. 57
Squadron. He died 22 June 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Bergen-op-Zoom War Cemetery, Holland.
Black Bay (64 F/1) on the northwest shore of Melvin Lake was
named after him in 1989.

Black, Private Douglas A. of Brandon (H 17223). Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 8 August 1944 at the age of 32
and is commemorated at Florence War Cemetery, Italy. He was the
son of Hugh A. and Agnes M. Black of Vancouver. Black Esker
(63 1/1), north of Little Bolton Lake was named after him in 1995.

Black, Private Gervase E. of Winnipeg (H 63909). Loyal
Edmonton Regiment. He died 20 September 1944 at the age of 25
and is commemorated at Coriano Ridge War Cemetery in Italy. He
was the son of William A. and Frances W. Black and was survived
by his wife Dorothy I. Black of Burnaby, British Columbia and
their son. Black Hill (64 A/4), northwest of Rock Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Black, Second Lieutenant Gilford N. of High
Bluff (O 670709). No. 551 Bomber Squadron.
He died 26 September 1943. He had come to
Manitoba from Iowa with his family when he
was two years old. Upon the outbreak of war, he
returned and became a navigator with the U. S.
Army Corps. He was survived by his mother Mrs.
May Black. Gilford Black Lake (63 N/4), west of
Kississing Lake was named after him in 1996.

Black, Lieutenant James W. of Winnipeg.
Lord Strathcona’s Horse. He died 30 May 1944
at the age of 24 and was commemorated at the
Cassino War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son
of James W. and Annie M. Black and was
survived by his wife Dorothy M. Black of
Winnipeg. Black Rapids (64 1/15) in the Seal
River was named after him in 1995.

Black, Warrant Officer 2 Roland E. of Winnipeg (R 123878). No.
103 Squadron. He died 2 December 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War Cemetery in
Brandenburg, Germany. He was the son of John and Georgina
Black of Vancouver. Black Peninsula (64 O/10) in Kapusta Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Black, Lieutenant Thomas Stewart of Winnipeg. Royal Winnipeg
Rifles. He died 7 April 1945 at the age of 27 and is commemorated
at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was the son
of William S. and Ida E. Black and was survived by his wife Elsie
O. Black of Winnipeg. Stewart Black Peninsula (53 E/16) in
McGowan Lake was named after him in 1995.

Black, Corporal Walter A. of Russell (SH 800223).
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He
died 14 November 1951 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the United Nations Cemetery
in Pusan, South Korea. Walter Black Lake
(53 M/10), southwest of Stupart Lake was
named after this Korean War casualty in 1998.

33



Blackford, Lieutenant James E. of Winnipeg. Winnipeg
Grenadiers. He died 1 September 1944 and the age of 39 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was
survived by his wife Agnes Blackford of Winnipeg. Blackford
Lake (53 K/11), southeast of Edmund Lake was named after him in
1996.

Blacklock, Private Archibald A. (H 22342). Rocky Mountain
Rangers. He died 15 March 1945 at the age of 36 and is

commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of George and Emma Blacklock and was
survived by his wife Mary Blacklock of Fort William, Ontario.
Blacklock Lake (53 M/14), south of Hubley Lake was named after
him in 1996.

Blackstock, Lance Sergeant Ernest David of
Brooklands (H 3650). Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 25 August 1944 at the age of
25 and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-
Laize Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados,
France. He was the son of William and Helen
Blackstock of Brooklands and was survived by
his wife Doris I. Blackstock. Blackstock Lake
(64 H/7), northeast of Gauer Lake was named
after him in 1963.

Blackwell, Sergeant Henry W. of Neepawa (R
80013). No. 19 Operational Training Unit,
RCAF. He died 26 November 1941 at the age
of 28 and is commemorated at Kinloss Abbey
Burial Ground, Moray, Scotland. According to
his brother (26 January 1998):

Unfortunately, his duty in the forces was
terminated on a return flight over Europe from a
bombing sortie. His airplane was shot down as he
was nearing Scotland. His crew escaped by
parachuting. Henry tried to bring his bomber
down, but was unable to make it. Evidence of burning was found on
some of his effects. He was buried at Kinloss Abbey Military Cemetery
where his body remains. This is a beautiful but sad place. His name and
data have been inscribed on the Blackwell family plot grave stone in the
Neepawa Cemetery. Thank you again for naming a lake in northern
Manitoba in his name — a permanent memorial for a promising life taken
far too soon. We are proud of his endeavours to bring peace to a troubled
world.

Blackwell Lake (64 H/9), northwest of Freeman Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Blackwood, Leading Aircraftman James R. of
Basswood (R 116449). No. 14 Elementary
Flying Training School. He died 25 September
1941 at the age of 19 and is commemorated at
Basswood Cemetery. He was the only son of
Robert R. and Nellie Blackwood of Basswood,
Manitoba. His cousin recalls (28 November
2001):

Jimmie received his education at Basswood
Consolidated School. He joined the RCAF on July
14, 1941 in Winnipeg and trained at Brandon, Regina and Portage la
Prairie. Jimmie and LAC Leslie J. Kane from Oakland, California were
both killed in a flying accident while undergoing training at No. 14 EFTS
at Portage la Prairie. They were both on routine solo flights when the
accident occurred. The two Tiger Moths they were piloting were in mid-
air collision before they crashed one mile east of Newton, Manitoba.
Jimmie was the first fatality of the Basswood area during World War II.
A military funeral was held at Basswood with the guard of honour from
Rivers.

Blackwood Lake (53 M/9), northeast of Oxford Lake was named
after him in 1985.

Blair, Rifleman Fred W. of Winnipeg (H 40969). Royal Winnipeg
Rifles. He died 23 August 1943 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Rochdale Cemetery in Lancashire, England. He
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was the son of Arthur J. and Priscilla A. Blair
and was survived by his wife of ten months
Margaret E. Blair (née Martin) of Rochdale,
Lancashire, England. Their daughter was born
the following spring. According to his widow (31
March 1998):
I am not aware of the exact area in England or
Scotland my first husband was in when he was
killed; all T know is that they were using live
ammunition on manoeuvres resulting in his death.
He is buried in my home town of Rochdale. My daughter and I left
Southampton, England on January 13, 1947 on the Aquitania and arrived
in Halifax, Nova Scotia on January 21, 1947. I was receiving [a] War
‘Widows Pension until I [re]married.
Blair Island (63 K/16), in Loonhead Lake was named after him in
1973.

Blair, Private Reginald R. of Winnipeg (H 16196).
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He
died 20 December 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Ravenna War Cemetery in
Italy. He was the son of James J. and Flora
Blair of Georgetown, Ontario and was survived
by his wife Nancy F. Blair of Lancing, Sussex
and their 20 month-old son. His wife writes
(8 November 2001):

He was born in Georgetown, Ontario on 17 March 1924. He joined the
PPCLI in 1939 under the care of a Captain Leach. He trained in
Manitoba and was posted to England early in 1940. We met in Brighton
later that year. Soon, he was sent elsewhere in England, but was posted
back to Brighton where we met again at the end of 1941. We married late
in 1942 and our son was born in April, 1943, two months prematurely.
He was given embarkation leave at that time. If our son had not been
premature, he would never have seen his son, as my husband was killed
just over a year and a half later. My son and I were in Canada at the time
of his death, living with my husband’s parents. I returned to England at
the end of the war with my son.

Blair Bay (64 P/3) in Hoguycho Lake was named after him in 1996.

Blair, Warrant Officer 2 William of Meadows (R 119545). No.
1659 Conversion Unit, RCAF. He died 28 May 1944 at the age of
30 and is commemorated at Stoneykirk Cemetery, Wigtownshire,
Scotland. He was the son of Robert and Mary Blair of Meadows,
Manitoba. Blair Lake (53 M/6), north of Oxford Lake was named
after him in 1985.

Blakely, Private Albert E. “Bert” of Grandview (151543). 43rd
Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Manitoba Regiment). He died 21
September 1916 at the age of 19 and is commemorated at the Vimy
Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. He was the son of Robert and
Matilda Blakely of Grandview.

Blakely Lake (64 G/5), southeast of Hurst Lake was named after
him in 2001.

Blamey, Warrant Officer 2 Claude C. of Winnipeg (R 97675). No.
200 Squadron. He died 6 January 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Fajara War Cemetery, Gambia. He was the son
of Urban C. and Kathrine M. Blamey of Vancouver. Blamey Lake
(53 K/4), west of Red Sucker Lake was named after him in 1995.

Blanchard, Private Robert of Winnipeg
(H 77586). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 23
\ December 1941 and is commemorated at the
Sai Wan War Cemetery in Hong Kong.
Blanchard Lake (64 O/1), east of Munroe Lake
was named after him in 1975.




Blank, Rifleman Elmer W. of Lac du Bonnet
(E 30291). Royal Rifles of Canada. He died 28
January 1945 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Yokohama War Cemetery
in Japan. He was the son of Herbert and Martha
Blank of Winnipeg. Rifleman Blank died a
prisoner of war after the fall of Hong Kong.
Prisoners at the Niigata Camp north of Tokyo
were greeted by the camp commander whom the
inmates nicknamed “Bluebeard:”

You are my slaves. You are descendants of the Anglo-Saxon piracy that
we are fighting today. You are here to work, and you shall work until you
die and be glad to. If you prove to be willing workers we will send you
home when the war comes to an end. That will be when the Americans
on their hands and knees are begging for mercy. It will be the year 1950.
Though you are sick in body and mind, your hands belong to me (The
Winnipeg Tribune 14 September 1945).

Blank Island (62 O/13) in the Waterhen River was named after him

in 1981.

Blatt, Private Louis of Winnipeg (H 36824).
North Shore (New Brunswick) Regiment. He
died 8 August 1944 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery
in Calvados, France. His brother writes (26
August 1997):

I am told that a new museum has been built in
Winnipeg ... and that a part of the museum will
have memorabilia of the Jewish Orphanage. My
brother Louis and myself and two other[s] were there also. I feel that the
museum should have the original [commemorative] certificate you sent
to be hung up there.

Blatt Lake (64 K/5), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after
him in 1972.Blaydes, Pilot Officer Herbert I. of Winnipeg (J
88416). No. 9 Squadron. He died 25 June 1944 at the age of 28
and is commemorated at Coulonvillers Communal Cemetery,
Somme, France. He was the only child of Herbert I. and Claudia
Blaydes (née Jenkins) and was survived by his wife Marguerite M.
Blaydes (née Thompson) of St. James and their four month-old
daughter. His daughter (6 April 1998) describes him as an:

... honours student who graduated from Kelvin Collegiate in Winnipeg
[and] worked in [an] office at Winnipeg Electric. After completing a
business course, he enlisted in the RCAF and trained as a navigator in
Edmonton, Alberta.

Blaydes Lake (64 J/10), west of Tadoule Lake was named after
him in 1975.
:

Blenkhorn, Sergeant Charles R. S. of St. Vital
(R 123873). No. 22 Operational Training Unit,
RCAF. He died 4 May 1943 at the age of 22
and is commemorated at Stratford-upon-Avon
Cemetery in Warwickshire, England. He was
the son of Clifford S. and Eva M. Blenkhorn of
St. Vital. Blenkhorn Lake (64 1/13), northwest
of Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1975.

Blevins, Flight Lieutenant Kenneth J. of Winnipeg (J 11762).
No. 436 Squadron. He died 11 October 1945 at the age of 31 and
is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of James A. and Beulah B. Blevins and
was survived by his wife Asta M. Blevins of Winnipeg. Blevins
Lake (64 O/15), east of Nueltin Lake was named after him in
1961.

Blue, Rifleman Norman of Winnipeg (H 10934). Royal Winnipeg
Rifles. He died 5 July 1944 at the age of 18 and is commemorated
at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France. He

was the son of Peter W. and Marguerite M. Blue of Fort Garry.
Blue Island (63 N/13) in Sisipuk Lake was named after him in
1995.

Blueman, Corporal Henry K. of Flin Flon (H 6379). Winnipeg
Grenadiers. He died a prisoner of war 19 January 1945 at the age
of 28 and is commemorated at the Yokohama War Cemetery in
Japan. He was the son of William and Mary Blueman and was
survived by his wife Martha B. Blueman of Flin Flon. Blueman
Lake (64 C/5), southeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in
1973.

Blyth, Pilot Officer Colin J. of Winnipeg (J 89962). No. 405
Squadron. He died 29 July 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Norre Havrvig Churchyard in Denmark. He was
the son of Frederick and Emily Blyth of Winnipeg. According to
his brother (23 January 1997):
[The] family immigrated to Winnipeg from Norwich, England in 1924.
He was educated at La Vérendrye, Earl Grey and Kelvin High Schools.
He was a member of All Saints Church Choir as a soprano and later as a
tenor.

Blyth Island (64 C/4) in McCallum Lake was named after him in
1995.

Blyth, Ordinary Seaman John M. of Winnipeg (V 9799). HMCS
Otter. The Otter was destroyed by an accidental explosion and fire
off Halifax. Two officers and 17 men were lost. Ordinary Seaman
Blyth died 26 March 1941 at the age of 18 and is commemorated at
Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. John
S. Blyth of Winnipeg. According to his brother (13 February 1996):

Jack attended Centennial School in West Kildonan from Grade 1 to
Grade 9. He was a good speed skater and went into a lot of competitions
and won a few awards for his school. He was also a great model airplane
builder; there were planes hanging from the ceiling in our bedroom so
you could see nothing but planes. These were planes with gas motors in
them and some of the planes had a wing span of six feet or better. Then
he would take them out and fly them and crash them and go back and
make another. This was his hobby.

He joined the RCNVR in 1940. He served some time in Winnipeg and
then was sent to Halifax that same year. This was pretty much Jack’s life
— school and building airplanes. He never worked at a job for anyone.
He came right out of school into the Navy. Jack never had much of a
chance to see life as an adult. He was taken away of the age [of] 18.

Blyth Lake (64 1/3), west of North Knife Lake was named after him in 1957.

Boak, Private William of Portage la Prairie
(H 17810). Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. He died 20 July 1942 at the age of 23
and is commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son
of Mike and Mary Boak of Portage la Prairie.
Boak Lake (64 K/14), northeast of Lac Brochet
was named after him in 1972.

Boal, Private Hugh (H 19475). Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders. He died 19 August 1942 and is commemorated at
Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery in Seine-Maritime, France. He
was survived by his sister Bella Boal of Ballymena, Antrim,
Northern Ireland. Boal Lake (64 N/16), west of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Boatfield, Trooper Jack of Winnipeg (H 77433). 12th Manitoba
Dragoons. He died 10 October 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in
Belgium. He was the son of William and Edith Boatfield of
Napinka, Manitoba. Boatfield Lake (52 1/6), southeast of Lac du
Bonnet was named after him in 1973.
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Bocking, Warrant Officer 2 Stanley of
Winnipeg (R 71058). No. 87 Squadron. He
died 30 July 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Colerne (St. John The
Baptist) Churchyard in Wiltshire, England. He
was the son of Alfred L. and Agnes Bocking of
Winnipeg and was survived by his wife Nettie
Bocking of Calgary. According to his brother
(6 January 1995):

Stan was my only and younger sibling. He was born in Winnipeg and
attended public schools in Winnipeg — the old Tache School in Norwood
and Norwood Collegiate. In 1938-39 he was attending United College.
On the outbreak of war he joined the RCAF as a pilot (I believe he trained
at Summerside, PEI). At the time, I was commanding an RAF squadron
in the Middle East. At the time of his death Stan was serving with 87
(United Provinces) Squadron, RAF based in central England (Middle
Wallop) [flying] Hurricane 2c¢’s.

Just after Stan’s death I spoke with his wingman on his final operation.
He advised me that he and Stan were returning to base after a night sweep
(train busting) over Europe. Nearing their home base, he advised Stan
that his (Stan’s) aircraft appeared to be on fire. The fire increased and his
wing man urgently told Stan to use his parachute. But they were too low
and Stan’s aircraft crashed in flames killing him instantly.

Bocking Lake (64 1/14), north of North Knife Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Bodkin, Pilot Officer Alvin G. of Napinka
(J 45826). Royal Canadian Air Force. He died
7 October 1944 at the age of 35 and is
commemorated at Napinka Cemetery. He was
the son of Frank G. and Henrietta Bodkin and
was survived by his wife Hilda Bodkin (née
Ward) of Toronto and their unborn daughter.
According to a cousin (28 April 1995), he was
born in:

... Harriston, Ontario. [His] mother died in 1909. His grandmother
Margaret Bodkin of Napinka raised Alvin from two months of age until
he finished school. After finishing school, he went to Regina,
Saskatchewan where his father was, got a job with the Bank of
Commerce, worked there, then transferred to Winnipeg where he lived
with his wife Hilda (Ward). He joined the RCAF in Winnipeg, I think
around 1941 or 42. Was stationed in Abbottsford, BC at the time of his
death. Alvin died of a heart attack due to very high altitude while on a
training exercise. Alvin loved music from a very early age, was an
excellent pianist, also played other instruments.

Bodkin Lake (53 M/11), southeast of Ransom Lake was named
after him in 1996.

Bodley, Flight Sergeant William of Winnipeg (R 92475). No. 100
Squadron. He died 11 April 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Rheinberg War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of George and Ada Bodley of Vancouver. Bodley Lake
(64 O/2), southwest of Munroe Lake was named after him in 1995.

Boehmer, Private Roy D. of Winnipeg (H 20102). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 19 August 1941 at the age of 25
and is commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was
survived by his wife Phyllis Boehmer of St. Boniface. Just prior to
the war, he had gained something of a reputation as a boxer, having
entered the Saskatchewan amateur championships in the
heavyweight division. Boehmer Lake (63 P/2), west of Cotton
Lake was named after him in 1996.

Bohémier, Pilot Officer Joseph Eloi of Ste. Anne (J 93491). No. 441
Squadron. He was reported missing 23 January 1945 while in action
near Iceland and was presumed dead two years later. He was 26
years of age and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
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Surrey, England. He was the son of Jean M. and
Florida Bohémier (née Leclair) and was survived
by his wife Gilberte Bohémier (née Gagnon) of
Montreal. His sister recalls that (10 February 1997):

He graduated from Ste. Anne Collegiate, [was]
called to do military training in the army and when
this was completed [he] joined the air force and
trained as a pilot. He completed his operations over
Germany and was due back in Canada. Instead, his
wife received the sad message he was missing in
action.

Hobbies included playing the clarinet, guitar and piano accordion. He
was also a member of the school orchestra with his two brothers. He
enjoyed art, especially doing water colour paintings. In sports he was
keen on playing hockey, softball, swimming and even horseback riding.
His family felt they had been blessed by his presence as [he was]
loveable, courageous and very popular with all who knew him.

He loved animals around the farm. His favourite was his dog “Buster,”
a German Shepherd that was raised from a pup. Buster helped Eloi round
up the cows. Told to get the cows, Buster would do just that. Told that
one was missing, Buster rounded that one up too. Buster knew when Eloi
was coming home on leave; all of a sudden he was scratching at the door
begging to be let out. He knew Eloi was at the highway a good distance
from the farm. Buster was also eager to carry home Eloi’s schoolbooks
but he had to rest a few times for the books were heavy and it was a long
way to the farm.

His life was not measured by the years he lived, but by the cheer and love he
radiated. He therefore accomplished his noble task with courage and bravery.
We loved him dearly. No life is truly great that is not useful to mankind.

Bohémier Lake (63 K/16), west of Wekusko Lake was named after
him in 1973.

Falls (R 101506). No. 1 Operational Training
Unit, RCAF. He died 19 September 1943 at the
age of 34 and is commemorated at Thornaby-on-
Tees Cemetery in Yorkshire, England. He and
Flight Sergeant F. J. V. McGrath, RAAF were
killed when their aircraft crashed near Topcliffe
in Yorkshire. He was survived by his wife Annette
Boisvert. Boisvert Lake (64 F/2), northeast of
Dunsheath Lake was named after him in 1980.

_“7-'—1__, Boisvert, Warrant Officer 2 J. G. Louis of Pine

Boisvert, Gunner Maurice (H 24135). Royal Canadian Artillery.
He died 1 August 1944 and is commemorated at Brookwood
Military Cemetery in Surrey, England. Boisvert Island (54 D/6) in
Stephens Lake was named after him in 1996.

- Bojarski, Rifleman Charles R. of Brandon
(H 14413). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 15
August 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at  Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
He was the son of John and Antonia Bojarski of
Brandon. Bojarski Lake (64 1/6), southwest of
Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1975.

Boles, Pilot Officer William Harold of
Deloraine (J 18781). No. 426 Squadron. He
died 27 November 1943 at the age of 30 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Mr. and
Mrs. H. G. Boles and was survived by his wife
Margaret A. Boles (née Gage) of Medora,
Manitoba and their two daughters Barbara and
Sandra. His sister recalls (27 November 2001):




Harold played hockey, sang in the choir, loved music and was an
excellent pianist. Prior to joining the RCAF in 1941, he worked for the
Municipality and was the pianist in an orchestra which played at the local
dances. When he was stationed “somewhere in England,” he and some
of his crew saw a field of corn. They asked the farmer if they could have
some as they really wanted a “corn feed.” The farmer told them it was
feed for his animals but that they could have some of it if they really
wanted to. They decided to take some and cook it and even though it
tasted terrible, it reminded them of home.

In a letter to his sisters, he refers to his brothers-in-law who were
avid duck hunters: “Glad to hear the shooting was so good,” he
wrote. “As far as I am concerned, I wouldn’t mind helping with the
eating but there is altogether too much shooting going on over here
to enjoy it too much” (9 November 1943). In his last letter home to
his mother he wrote:
The mail hasn’t been too bad lately, but I can never have too many letters.
It’s nearly a year since I last was in Deloraine and it seems longer.
Sometimes I wonder if it’s all a dream or not. Often I'm afraid that
Barbara will be grown up before I see her again and I sure would like to
see Baby Sandy before she gets too big (1 August 1943).

Boles Lake (64 O/15), east of Nueltin Lake was named after him in
1975.

Bollert, Aircraftman 1 Frank D. of Winnipeg (R 134422). No. 120
Recce Squadron. He died 20 June 1942 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of Ernest B. and Elsie Bollert of Winnipeg. Bollert Lake
(64 P/11), east of Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1974.

Bondoluk, Private Alexander of Oak Point (H 65409). 4th
Canadian Armoured Division. He died 19 November 1944 at the
age of 29 and is commemorated at Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of Alexander and Maria
Bondoluk of Winnipeg. Bondoluk Lake (64 1/5), southwest of
Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1975.

Bonner, Flying Officer Murray W. of Miniota
(J 21902). No. 1663 Conversion Unit, RCAF.
He died 19 August 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Harrogate (Stonefall)
Cemetery in Yorkshire, England. He was the son
of James W. and Janet Eliza Bonner of Miniota.
His sister recalls (21 November 2001):

He was born in a farm home in Miniota, Manitoba,

the second of five children, three boys and two girls.
He completed Grade 12 at Miniota and worked on the home farm before
joining the air force. He trained at High River, Alberta and graduated as
a pilot at Dauphin, Manitoba.

He did really well at school and school sports, mainly softball (pitcher)
and hockey. He had a great love of farming and his ponies, spending
many happy hours riding. His plan was to attend University after the war
and study Agriculture. A commemorative plaque is in the family plot in
the Miniota Cemetery overlooking the Assiniboine Valley.

Bonner Lake (64 F/3), northeast of Goldsand Lake was named
after him in 1994.

Book, Flying Officer Archibald N. of
Winnipeg (J 23434). No. 304 Operational
Training Unit, RCAF. He died 1 January 1944
at the age of 24 and is commemorated at
Kilarrow New Parish Churchyard, Isle Of Islay,
Argyllshire, Scotland. He was the son of
Archibald B. and Gertrude N. Book and was
survived by his wife Fleur-ange Book (née
Gauthier) of Montreal. He was flying a bomber

over the Hebrides when the engines failed. He ordered the crew to
bail out, but stayed on board to ensure that the aircraft would not hit
any populated places. According to his brother (17 June 1997):

Archibald Neville Book was born in Winnipeg on March 16th, 1919.
Growing up in Winnipeg, he took part in various sports, particularly
tennis, hockey and canoeing. He was active in Scouting, from Cubs
through Rovers and as an assistant Cub Master. In Rovers, his interest in
canoe-building was whetted. Eventually, he was taking weekend and
longer trips, both in the St. Alban’s Rover Crew’s canoes which he had
helped build, and in his own home-made kayak.

At that point, having gone through Riverview Elementary, Lord Roberts
Junior High and Kelvin High Schools and having taken a successful year
at United College in the University of Manitoba, he decided business was
more to his interest and enrolled at Success Business College. From
there he got a job with Canadian Industries Limited, whose offices were
in northwest Winnipeg. While with CIL, he took flying lessons with the
Winnipeg Flying Club, gaining his commercial licence in 1941. In the
same year, he put in his stint in the Army camp at Portage la Prairie. This
decided him to join the air force, which he did in January, 1942.

While training at Summerside, PEI, he met and married Fleur-ange Gauthier
who was in the Women’s Division of the air force. Shortly after the
wedding he was sent to Britain, but his wife was not; there were no children.

Book Lake (64 O/8), southwest of Nejanilini Lake was named after
him in 1975.

Boon, Bombardier Richard of Winnipeg (P 9869). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 23 January 1944 at the age of 45 and
is commemorated at Harrowsmith Cemetery in Ontario. He was
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Abram Boon of Oldham, Lancashire and
was survived by his wife Sarah C. Boon of Hartington. Boon Lake
(52 L/3), southeast of Lac du Bonnet was named after him in 1973.

Booth, Flying Officer James R. of Winnipeg (J 22097). No. 115
Squadron. He died 28 January 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of James A. W. and Sadie K. Booth of Winnipeg.
Booth Bay (64 1/2) in Halldorson Lake was named after him in 1995.

Booth, Pilot Officer Robert A. of Winnipeg (C 19795). No. 405
Squadron, Croix de Guerre avec Palme (Belgium). He died 28
April 1944 at the age of 26 and is commemorated at Webbekom
Churchyard, Diest, Vlaams-Brabant, Belgium. He was the son of
Frederick R. and Emma Booth of Winnipeg. Booth Lake (64 O/5),
south of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1961.

Borkowsky, Flight Sergeant Edward of Russell (R 189482). No.
78 Squadron. He died 6 October 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of Louis and Mary Borkofsky (sp.) of
Russell. Borkowsky Lake (64 C/3), east of Russell Lake was
named after him in 1993.

Borne, Rifleman Cecil M. of Oak Lake
(H 42243). Regina Rifle Regiment. He died 9
June 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son
of Lorenzo A. and Laura R. Borne of Oak Lake,
Manitoba. His chaplain wrote to Mrs. Borne
shortly after his death:

Dear Mrs. Borne: I am your son’s padre. I am writing to confirm the
report which you have already received of his death and to express my
sincere sympathy. I deeply regret that I am not personally acquainted
with you. An expression of sympathy from a stranger is always so cold.
However, I knew “Cec” so well that I am certain that he has mentioned
me in his letters. I share with you a great personal loss in his death,
though I am at a loss to know what to say to you.

I think that you would prefer that I should tell you exactly how he met his
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death. It happened on the night of 8 — 9 June, when our position was
attacked by a Panzer Division, and we were subjected to the full force of the
fire from enemy tanks. “Cec” was on the outer defences guarding the road
to our Headquarters. The tanks over-ran his position and although he and
his pals fought it out to the last, it was a hopeless struggle and Cec was
among the ones that lost their lives. Small comfort though it be, Cec could
not have suffered, for his death was instantaneous. I attended to his burial
myself and he lies in the courtyard of a French house, with a number of his
comrades. Later on, all the Canadians who fall on active service in France
will be buried in a central cemetery and you will be informed of its location.
I was very well acquainted with Cec and his platoon. Many a time [ have
ridden with them on their carriers, chatted with them in their billets and
talked over a cup of tea and a cigarette seated around a fire when we have
been out on schemes. There is so little that I can say. Letters are most
inadequate to convey our feelings on occasions such as this. I do hope
that the kindly help of bosom friends may ease the burden for you, the
way in which the comradeship which has grown up amongst us here
holds us all in its firm grip these days. And we are finding, and I know
that you do too, that our simple Christian faith brings comfort and
strength as nothing else can.

I do hope that you will feel free to write to me if there is anything at
all which I can do to help you out. There may be many questions that
you would like to ask, things which I have overlooked in our present
rush. If you will let me know, I shall be only too glad to answer. With
kindest regards, Very sincerely, Graham M. Jamieson (26 June 1944).

Borne Lake (63 K/12), southwest of Manistikwan Lake was named

after him in 1984.

Boroski, Sergeant Frank of Rockwood (R 67510). No. 139
Squadron. He died 2 June 1941 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
Boroski Lake (64 1/8), northeast of North Knife Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Bostrom, Lance Corporal George of Winnipeg (H 19511).
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 4 August 1944 at the
age of 27 and is commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Frank O. Bostrom of Winnipeg and was survived by his wife Emilie
Bostrom of Winnipeg. Bostrom Island (52 L/3) in Crowduck Lake
was named after him in 1973.

Boswell, Private Ernest A. of Roblin (H 6063).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died a prisoner of war
29 November 1943 at the age of 30 and is
commemorated at the Sai Wan War Cemetery in
Hong Kong. He was survived by his wife Agnes
Boswell of Roblin, Manitoba and their two
children. Born in London, England, he lost his
father in World War I and when his mother
remarried, he was sent to an orphanage in
Canada at the age of 12. He enlisted in
September, 1939 and served in the West Indies for 16 months before
going to the Orient. Boswell Lake (63 1/16), northeast of Cross Lake
was named after him in 1973.

Botterill, Flight Sergeant Harold W. of Winnipeg (R 196196). No.
424 Squadron. He died 1 November 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Nederweert War Cemetery in Holland. He was
the son of George F. and Sarah H. Botterill of Los Angeles,
California. Botterill Lake (63 P/15), southeast of Witchai Lake was
named after him in 1996.

Botting, Pilot Officer Ross M. of Stonewall (J
92204). No. 355 Squadron. He died 19 March
1945 at the age of 22 and is commemorated at
the Singapore Memorial. He was the son of
Ross and Ellen Botting of Winnipeg. Botting
Lake (64 N/9), southwest of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.
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Bouchard, Corporal Louis J. of Vassar, Manitoba (H 26762). Fort
Garry Horse. He died 15 August 1944 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
He was the brother of Rifleman Zepherin Bouchard (next entry).
Bouchard Lake (54 B/7), northeast of Shamattawa was named after
him in 1964.

Bouchard, Rifleman Zepherin H. of Vassar (H 103483). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 4 July 1944 and is commemorated at
Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France. He
was the brother of Corporal Louis Bouchard (previous entry).
Bouchard Island (53 E/16), west of Grand Island in Island Lake
was named after him in 1983.

Boulton, Flying Officer Clive A. of Russell (J 85059). No. 405
Squadron. He died 15 March 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Hanover War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of Laurence C. and Jennie D. Boulton of Vancouver.
Boulton Island (63 N/5) in Kipahigan Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Boulton, Private Wilbert R. of Morden (H 95593). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 23 July 1943 at the age of
24 and is commemorated at Agira Canadian War Cemetery, Sicily. He
was the son of Albert and Harriet C. Boulton of Morden. Boulton Lake
(52 L/11), northwest of Black Lake was named after him in 1982.

Bounting, Private Harvey F. of Gladstone
(H 10279). Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.
He died 11 November 1944 at the age of 27 and
is commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian
War Cemetery in Holland. He was the second
of the seven children of Jay S. and Annie C.
Bounting of Senlac, Saskatchewan. According
to his sister-in-law (28 December 1997):

... he grew up on the family farm and took his schooling at Penile — a
country school. He quit school at an early age, taking work where he
could find it, as a farm hand on neighbouring farms and as far away as it
was necessary to go. He was a good-natured fellow who liked to dance
and took a lot of enjoyment in fixing the old cars of the time. Getting an
old car or a stalled one to run again was his pride and joy. His travelling,
looking for work, took him eventually to Manitoba where he joined the
army at Camp Shilo in 1941. After his training, he was sent overseas and
very soon to the front lines. He was wounded once and returned to
England to recover. While there, he had a brief reunion with his brother
Lawrence, also serving in the army. After a short recovery period, he
again returned to the front lines in Holland and was killed in action.

Bounting Lake (64 P/9), east of Nejanilini Lake was named after
him in 1974.

Boutilier, Bombardier Robert C. of St. Boniface (H 3657). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 31 August 1944 and is commemorated
at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey, England. Boutilier Lake
(63 O/4), north of Wekusko Lake was named after him in 1970.

Bower, Flying Officer William Richardson
“Richard” of Union Point (J 8763). No. 14
Squadron. He died 23 November 1942 at the
age of 31 and is commemorated at the Suez War
Memorial Cemetery, Egypt. He was the son of
William E. and Viola A. Bower of Union Point.
His brother recalls (20 December 2001):
William Richardson (Richard) Bower enlisted in
the RCAF in May, 1941. He trained as a pilot in
Canada and was graduated with a commission as a Pilot Officer. On




completion of operational training in the United Kingdom, he was posted
to North Africa. He, with his crew, flew a Blenheim aircraft to North
Africa in July, 1942 and was posted to RAF No. 14 Squadron equipped
with Marauder B26 aircraft. After several bombing operations, Flying
Officer Bower lost his life on November 23 while on low level bombing
practice due to the malfunctioning of the flying controls on the tail
section. Richard and his crew were killed.

Richard was survived by his father and Mother, sister Beth and brother
Donald. In 1983, I was pleasantly surprised to learn that a creek in
northern Manitoba had been named after Flying Officer William R. Bower.
This does seem a suitable marker for Richard as his home at Union Point
was on the Red River and he spent time along the banks of that river.

Bower Creek (64 1/7), which flows southeast into North Knife
River was named after him in 1974.

Bowes, Private David W. of Winnipeg (H 6752).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 27 February
1944 at the age of 24 and is commemorated at
the Yokohama War Cemetery in Japan. He was
taken prisoner of war after the fall of Hong
Kong. He was survived by his mother Mary
Bowes of Winnipeg. According to his sister
(29 October 2001):

Private David William Bowes was the second son of John and Mary Ann
Bowes. He arrived with our parents from England in 1925 and settled
near Balmoral, Manitoba. He worked on the farm and was a great help
to my mother who had seven other children to look after. When the war
came along, he joined the Winnipeg Grenadiers, was captured and
interned. From all reports, he was very ill and had little or no food. He
died in 1944.

Bowes Lake (64 N/16), west of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Bowes, Flying Officer Donald S. of Winnipeg
(J 37559). No. 419 Squadron. He died 31
March 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Becklingen War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of Victor A. and
Elizabeth S. M. Bowes of Winnipeg. Bowes
Creek (64 G/11), which flows south into
Sanderson Lake was named after him in 1986.

Bowles, Private Irvine H. of Treherne
(K 59182). Perth Regiment. He died 26 May
1944 at the age of 31 and is commemorated at
the Cassino War Cemetery in Italy. He was the
son of Arthur and Jennie Bowles, and was
survived by his wife Deborah M. Bowles (née
Hamilton) of Port Alberni, British Columbia
and their three children aged 11, 9 and 6. His
son writes (30 October 2001):

When Dad was growing up, things were pretty rough; money was scarce.
Pinkerton District was an active community — dances, picnics, curling and
hockey. Dad and Mom were married in 1932. We moved to Port Alberni on
Vancouver Island in 1937 where Dad worked in a sawmill. We moved to
Vancouver in 1940 where Dad worked at Dominion Bridge. In 1942, Dad
volunteered for the Army. This was part of the last letter we had from Dad:

Dear Ken, Jean and Bill: And how are my little darlings getting along?
Ken, are you helping Mother to do her work? Jeanie, are you washing the
dishes for Mother? And Billie, wild man, are [you] bringing in the wood?
How is our dog getting along, Billie? Well kids, I was out to see Uncle
Howard today and he wants to know if you are all going to school. So I
told him that you would all be going. Well, be good kids and help Mother,
and I will soon be home again. Lots of love, Dad (n.d.).

Bowles Lake (64 G/5), southwest of Hurst Lake was named after
him in 1996.

Bowman, Captain Allan S. of Winnipeg.
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 19 December
1941 at the age of 35 and is commemorated at
the Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. He was
the son of Edward A. and Lily S. Bowman and
was survived by his wife Margaret A. Bowman
of Winnipeg. Bowman Island (64 O/4) in
Blackfish Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bowman, Trooper George of Winnipeg (H 55). Lord Strathcona’s
Horse. He died 15 April 1945 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of William and Marjorie A. Bowman of
Winnipeg. Bowman Creek (53 M/6), which flows northeast into
Gowan River was named after him in 1985.

Boyd, Ordinary Seaman Barney W. of
Winnipeg (V 34758). HMCS St. Hyacinthe.
He died 3 March 1943 at the age of 18 and is
commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was survived by his mother
Ethel M. Boyd of Winnipeg. According to his
sister (12 April 1995):

My brother lived all his short life at 363 Ainslie Street, Sturgeon Creek. He
joined the Navy on his 18th birthday (April 14, 1942) and died March 3, 1943.
He went east with his group in August, 1942 and was training in Saint-
Hyacinthe, Quebec when an outbreak of scarlet fever hit the barracks in
December and he died from complications resulting from the disease in
March. He was buried with Navy honours from Holy Trinity Church in
Winnipeg (then the “Navy” church) and rests in the military plot in
Elmwood Cemetery. A short, happy life — always loved and remembered
by me.

Boyd Bay (63 N/2) in Batty Lake was named after him in 1995.

Boyd, Lance Corporal David V. of Winnipeg
(6056). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died during
the final days of the defence of Hong Kong — 22
December 1941 - and is commemorated at the
Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. Boyd Creek
(64 G/15), which flows northeast into South
Seal River was named after him in 1986.

Boyd, Leading Stores Assistant Harold K. of
Winnipeg (V 37248). HMCS Mahone. He died
9 October 1945 at the age of 34 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in
Winnipeg. Prior to enlisting, he had been
employed by the Winnipeg Tribune in the
advertising department for 16 years. He was
survived by two sisters Mrs. Ralph “Babe”
Morrison of Winnipeg and Mrs. Edith Kelly of
Giroux and a brother, Gordon, of Winnipeg. He wrote several
letters home to his sister:

Dear Babe and Ralph: Many thanks for the parcel; I'm sure sorry to put
you to all that trouble. So you are getting all wet these days, eh? You
should come to a good part of the world where they have all the sunshine
your heart desires. We sure have had nice weather here. Surprised that
you were worried about me getting the parcel as I thought from the
amount of postage on it, they sent a man down to deliver it personally. I
haven’t much news as we are doing nothing apart from study. It sure is
a lot of work — not so hard, but an awful lot of detail.

Had a letter from Alice. She enclosed $1 for cigarettes. I thought that was
very nice of her, though she didn’t mention Gordon at all. T wonder if he
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knows? What was wrong with Donnie [his nephew]? Is he OK again?
Can’t figure out what is wrong with Edith. I wrote her just as soon as I
arrived, but haven’t had any word from her. Guess she will write in time.

Well, just finished supper and guess it is time to get down to study again.
Hope all is going well with all. Thaven’t heard or had time to see George
Gibson, but no doubt will in time. Still lots of talk of us going East after
our exams, but only talk, so I'm not getting excited yet. Hope you find
time to write again soon — and lots. Best love to Donnie, Bernice and
Jean and everything that is good for you two. Best Love, Harold, HMCS
Naden, Esquimalt (n.d.).

In a later letter from Halifax he wrote in part:

Dear Babe and Ralph: Well, here is your young brother in the far away City
of Halifax and I sure as hell wish it were far, far away from me. The Navy
life is OK, but the City of Halifax is nothing but a dirty hole. It’s so bad
I’'m afraid to go out at nights and that must be bad. In fact, there doesn’t
seem to be anything to go out for. I had a hard time finding a room, but
have a rather clean one now. It costs $40 without meals and would be
worth about $10 in Winnipeg. Anyway, I’'m glad to have the chance to see
it and I'm ready to leave any time I can get a ship. I don’t know when
though, maybe soon. There is plenty for me to learn, it is just a question
whether I could learn it on board or have to know it all before. I think I
know enough now to get along, but maybe the Navy doesn’t (n.d.).

Soon afterwards, his body was found floating in Halifax Harbour.
Boyd Point (63 1/7) in Molson Lake was named after him in 1995.

. Boyd, Flight Sergeant Jack M. of Fairfax
(R 59286). No. 77 Squadron. He died 31
October 1941 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Kiel War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of Irvine W. and
Isabel M. Boyd of Fairfax. Boyd Island (53 E/16),
southwest of Loonfoot Island in Island Lake
was named after him in 1984.

Boyer, Private Alvin B. E. of Winnipeg
(H 195217). Royal Canadian Regiment. He
died 5 January 1945 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Argenta Gap War Cemetery,
Italy. He was the son of Joseph and Lenna
Boyer and was survived by his wife H. A.
Caroline Boyer of Winnipeg. She recalls
(2 April 1998):

He was six feet, four inches tall and so very proud
of his uniform and all it meant. He was a very
active, hard-working person, always ready to reach out with a helping
hand and he had a smile for one and all — very caring and thoughtful.

Boyer Lake (64 N/7), east of Topp Lake was named after him in 1995.

Boyle, Private Arthur W. of Winnipeg (H 71089). Royal Canadian
Infantry Corps. He died 1 January 1943 at the age of 30 and is
commemorated at St. James Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of Henry R. and Martha Boyle and was survived by his wife
Edna Boyle of Winnipeg. Boyle Lake (64 F/3), northeast of
Goldsand Lake was named after him in 1994.

Boyle, Sergeant James A. of Winnipeg (H 19966). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 5 October 1944 at the age of 25 and
is commemorated at Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of Reginald C. and Helga C. Hughes of
Vancouver. Boyle Bay (63 N/6) in Girouard Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Boyle, Corporal Peter M. (H 20075). Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders. He died 7 December 1941 and is commemorated at
Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey, England. Boyle Island
(64 P/12) in Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1995.
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Bozak, Private Harry G. of Winnipeg
(H 18546). Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.
He died 30 March 1945 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of John
and Anne Bozak of Winnipeg. His niece writes
(22 December 2001):

The family was as close as any family in those
days; they worked hard to put food on the table.
My Mom and Harry, being the youngest, were always in trouble. He,
from what I understand, was a very caring and helpful son who loved life.
He would have done anything for his family. He loved children and
knew my sister (Mary’s first-born) only a short time before he was killed.
He had a great laugh and was so kind. Mom said he laughed, joked and
had a great time at family functions such as Christmas time.

He also had a girlfriend named Lilly. I only learned about her from
reading his letters. As I read the letters though, I felt his loneliness at
times when he’d say to Mary (his sister) to kiss Snooksie (a nickname for
my sister Marilyn) goodnight for him and that he wishes he was home to
play with her. He said “I hope she doesn’t forget me.”

His Mum ... worked in a drug store on Selkirk Avenue and her job was
reading tea leaves. But then she read her own one day and saw that Death
would come to her own son overseas. She never read again.

In one of his last letters home to his sister he wrote in part:

Dear Mary: This is your little brother Harry writing you a few lines,
letting you know that everything is fine. I guess you’re wondering why
I didn’t write you a letter letting you know that I have been wounded. I
wrote a letter to Olga telling her all about it, and was to tell Dad and you
not to mention anything about it to Mom because you know what will
happen if she found out. She’ll cry and worry her head off and I know
that she won’t sleep at night. So please don’t say a word to her. I'm
doing fine now and I’'m starting to walk. I'm still weak in the knees; that
is because I have been laying in bed for 16 days — anybody laying that
long is bound to have stiff legs. Mary, I wouldn’t worry if I were you
because everything will be ok. If you want to know where I got hit, well
it was somewhere in Belgium if it makes you feel better.

Well anyway, how is everything by you and Snooksie, how is she getting
along? Ireally miss her. She was a lot of fun to play with. Dad is going to
feel pretty bad when he hears about me, but don’t worry, I'll be back home
all in one piece. Well anyway, I’ll be good as new in a week’s time. If I had
a letter from you, I would write more in my letters, but I guess I'll get my
letters pretty soon. So long for now. Love, Harry (26 September 1944).

Bozak Lake (64 1/10), northeast of North Knife Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Brad, Pilot Officer Harold A. of Isabella
(J 88650). No. 106 Squadron. He died 27 April
1944 at the age of 20 and is commemorated at
Durnbach War Cemetery in Bavaria, Germany.
He was the son of Alva E. and Marion M. Brad
of Isabella. Brad Lake (52 M/12), northeast of
Sasaginnigak Lake was named after him in
1980.

Braden, Sergeant Alvin J. of Portage la Prairie (H 70239). 12th
Manitoba Dragoons. He died 19 May 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey, England.
He was the son of John A. and Kathleen A. Braden of Portage la
Prairie and was survived by his wife Ethel Irene Braden (née Hannah)
of Portage la Prairie and their two year-old son. According to a
contemporary newspaper account: “The first word received of his
illness was a telegram advising Mrs. Braden her husband was
seriously injured with a fractured skull. The second message arrived
a short time later advising her of his death (n.d.).” Braden Lake
(54 E/14), east of North Knife Lake was named after him in 1964.



Bradley, Flight Sergeant Frederick of
Winnipeg (R 86295). No. 418 Squadron. He
died 10 July 1942 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. His sister recalls (5 November
2001):

My brother Fred was born and raised in Winnipeg
and even at a very early age, he was an avid
sportsman. He was skating and playing hockey
well before he reached his teens. Hockey, snowshoeing and skiing were
his winter sports. In the summer, cricket and soccer were his choices. He
played cricket for the Winnipeg Wanderers up till he joined the Air Force.
However, his main all year hobby was photography. He built his own
dark room, enlarger and all the other equipment he required, and spent
many hours taking pictures from still life to portraits and printed all his
own photographs. To this day, 2001, I have many fine photographs he
took of family picnics, fishing trips and other family activities from the
1930s that never fail to bring back many happy memories.

Fred joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1941 and after completing
his training was sent overseas and attached to No. 418 City of Edmonton
Squadron flying Boston aircraft. He had completed one tour of 30
missions and was on his second tour when his aircraft was shot down
near Flushing, Holland during operations over enemy-held territory.

Bradley Bay (63 1/8) in Robinson Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bradley, Warrant Officer 1 Gordon C. of Brandon (R 80038). No.
103 Squadron. He died 3 August 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Hamburg Cemetery in Germany. Bradley Point
(64 J/12) in McDennon Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bradley, Pilot Officer Irvine C. of Portage la
Prairie (J 93970). No. 464 Squadron. He died
1 January 1945 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Heverlee War Cemetery,
Leuven, Vlaams-Brabant, Belgium. He was the
son of William C. and Margaret Jessie Bradley
(née Brown) of Portage la Prairie. In a letter to
his sister, he wrote:

Dear Marg: Hi Sis, how goes the big battle of living? Hope you have
been keeping in good health but I guess your spirits would be a little
dampened when Lorne’s leave was cancelled around the 20th of May.
I’ll bet you will both be cursing the air force. Mom and Dad told me
about it in a letter but they could not give me a reason for it. Anyway, I
hope he can get it soon so that you will be able to be with your Hubby
again. How’s the job and how is the boss treating you? Making lots of
money I suppose. Have not got any letters from you yet and you owe me
one too. I wrote to you in Halifax just before I left Canada so let’s hear
all the news and soon. So far, I’ve had three letters from home, two of
this type and one ordinary, also one from Freddy bawling me out for not
writing to her but my letter to her must have got to her a day or so after
that. I hope so anyway.

I think Mom and Dad were relieved when they got my telegram stating
my safe arrival here. We had a very lovely and quiet trip and I was not
sick at all. There were only a very few of us on the boat so everything
was the best and the food was super. My own crew came with me but not
Austy and my other pals. They came later and are here with me now.
Austy and I went out for a bit of celebration the day after he got here.
There is plenty of beer and whiskey over here. The beer is not bad either.
The place where we are stationed now is a summer resort and it is really
beautiful at this time of year. This is the only place I have been stationed
so far. Right now we are mucking about doing a bit of ground school and
not much of that — just hanging about waiting posting to different courses
which myself and my crew have yet to complete. On the whole, I believe
it will be some months before we will get into operations.

No doubt you will have heard from home that I spent seven days leave
with Roy and Emma and little Jane. Emma is a very nice person and Roy
has not changed appreciably. They are quite happy and settled into

married life. The countryside around the farm is marvellous. I
thoroughly enjoyed my leave with them. I also spent one night in
London on my way up there and really had a time staggering from pub to
pub on Piccadilly Circus. Oh yes, while I was at Roy’s, he took me to
the city of York and showed me about there. Itis a very old place and we
saw the historical Yorkminster Cathedral. Roy is quite busy all the time,
but he took a half day off to show me around. He works very hard and
has a lot of responsibility being a farm manager. They certainly have a
lovely baby. Think I will go up to Scotland next time I get leave and visit
Mrs. Woodrow or Aunty Jenny. I guess poor Grandma’s health is failing,
Marg or Dad told me about her having a slight stroke on Easter. I got a
very good snap of her in a recent letter from home.

Got my first taste of bombing the other day but I was lucky and did not
happen to be any nearer than a block away from the nearer ones but that’s
plenty close. A lot of people got it though. They can certainly make a
terrible mess in a very short time. The AA [anti-aircraft] boys and
fighters got some of them so it was not one-sided at all. None of my
buddies got killed or injured.

I’ve had several English girls out since coming over and find them quite
nice although a bit possessive. They sure seem to like Canadians too.
The latest girl I’ve been seeing is Irish and a real cute number, bags of
fun too and a splendid dancer.

Started to write this in school today but am finishing it over in the “Y”
tonight. Facilities for service men and women are really organized over
here. We get excellent food — better and more of it than you can buy in
restaurants. So am not having too bad a time. Sure glad I brought civvies
as the old “blues” get kind of hot in this lovely weather. Drop me a line
real soon. Your loving brother, Irv (1 June 1943).

Bradley Lake (63 F/10), west of Driftwood Lake was named after
him in 1981.

Bradley, Pilot Officer Lloyd L. of Winnipeg
(J 24703). Royal Canadian Air Force. He was
lost at sea when Danish troop transport ship the
MYV Amerika was torpedoed. He died 22 April
1943 at the age of 22 and is commemorated at
the Ottawa Memorial. He was the son of
Joseph A. and Annie J. Bradley of Winnipeg
and was survived by his wife of one month
Florence S. Bradley (née Davis) of Pipestone.
She recalls (22 November 2001): “He attended Kelvin High School
and was employed in Winnipeg prior to enlisting in the RCAF. His
dream was to attended University and to study medicine.” Bradley
Island (63 N/10) in the Churchill River was named after him in
1995.

Bradshaw, Lieutenant Colonel Charles G. of Winnipeg. Veterans
Guard of Canada. He died 18 February 1946 at the age of 54 and
is commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was
survived by his wife Dorothy M. Bradshaw of Wainwright, Alberta.
Bradshaw Lake (54 E/11), southeast of North Knife Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Bradshaw, Sergeant James of Winnipeg
(R 59582). No. 114 Squadron. He died 27
October 1941 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Leonard
and Jessie Bradshaw. When he left Canada, his
sister requested that he keep a diary of day-to-
day happenings. These are a few of the last
entries:

e Have started operations over France (Rotterdam, Cologne, Friesian
Islands). Attacked convoy and lost first plane: P/O Jones, F/S Davies,
P/O Cholman. Lost two planes at Rott: P/O Alexander, F/S Tweedale,
P/O Edwards, F/S Briggs (27 August 1941).
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* My pilot, S/L Harris asked me how I would like to go to another
squadron. Bud and I just looked at one another and I said “No!” He
said he would try to fix it so I wouldn’t have to go but doubted it very
much. Do hope he can. Bugger it (31 August 1941).

* Have been posted to 114 Squadron all by myself. Have to leave Bud,
Paton and Barley. Have gone to the CO but he cannot let me stay so I'll
be on my way tomorrow (7 September 1941).

* Am leaving tomorrow for 114 Squadron at West Raynham near Kings
Lynn. It is just about 20 miles from Swanton Morley so I will be able
to get back once in a while to see all my pals there (8 September 1941).

e Arrived here OK at 12:30 noon and was told I was flying at 2 o’clock
so they sure don’t waste much time here. The fellows seem to be OK
and very friendly but nothing like the old gang at #88. I will feel more
at home in a few days though (n.d.).

* Was on an operation this morning at 7:30 and was back by 15 to 9. We
are having the day off today also tomorrow so I am going to Norwich
and then to Weston and then to Lenwade to see Mrs. Lock and Edna and
Iris and Reg and Jack. Also going to pick up my bike (11 September
1941).

* Bud has been shot down on attacking a convoy. Have hopes of him
being a prisoner of war. I wish I could have stayed at 88 with him. S/L
Harris was the only one to get back. I used to fly with him and would
have been with Bud on that attack. Today is my birthday, such luck (18
September 1941).

e Lost crew on practice bombing on old ship. P/O Brown — Canadian
Observer killed, also rest of crew P/O Fielding Australian pilot and Sgt.
Collier, Air Gunner (24 September 1941).

e Aunt Stella and Fred Lottie George came down to see me. Had a very
nice afternoon. Went to Thakeham, had a picnic near Draine. They left
about 5 o’clock. Sure wished I could go back with them (27 September
1941).

* Met Norm Paton and Bob in Norwich. Heard all details on Bud’s hard
luck. Went to cinema with Howard Davidson, a Canadian pilot in this

squadron. Took 2 girls home in blackout — had to run for 2 miles to
catch bus at 12 o’clock — Bad (28 September 1941).

Bradshaw Island (63 N/10) in Burntwood Lake was named after
him in 1979.

Brady, Private James of North Kildonan
(H 6574). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 19
December 1941 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Sai Wan Memorial in
Hong Kong. He was one of the three children
of John and Mary Brady and was survived by
his wife Eleanor Brady of Winnipeg. His
service record indicates that he had been
“Killed outright” at Mount Butler after having
been taken prisoner at 10:00 AM. His sister recalls (26 October
2001):
James received all of his education in Winnipeg, attending Lord Selkirk
High School in ElImwood. He was a very good student. He enjoyed all
sports — I will always remember him listening to Hockey Night in Canada
on the radio every Saturday night. He was very well liked as a boy and
very good to his sisters. After completing high school, he worked in a
grocery store briefly, but joined the army almost immediately upon
Canada’s declaration of war. He lost a few close friends in the war. It
was a sad day when my mother received the telegram. He was so young
when he was taken from us.

Brady Lake (54 F/11), northeast of Split Lake was named after him
in 1964.

Brain, Major Donald. Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.
He died 10 December 1943 and is commemorated at the Moro
River Canadian War Cemetery in Italy. Brain Lake (64 O/7),
northwest of Sandhill Lake was named after him in 1995.

Branch, Lance Corporal James D. of Winnipeg (H 8597). Royal
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Winnipeg Rifles. He died 25 September 1944 at the age of 21 and
is commemorated at the Calais Canadian War Cemetery in France.
He was the son of the Reverend C. Theodore and Isabel Branch of
Goliad, Texas. Branch Lake (64 A/11), east of Campbell Lake was
named after him in 1996.

Brander, Pilot Officer Huntley D. “Spike” of Winnipeg (J 1447).
No. 7 Squadron. He died 30 June 1941 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Becklingen War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of Edith Brander of Wolfville, Nova Scotia and was
survived by his sister Mrs. H. B. Jodrey. In 1934, he gradated in
Mathematics from Acadia University and then spent two years in
Post Graduate work at the University of Toronto. Upon completion
of his education, he moved to Winnipeg and worked in the actuarial
department at Great West Life until enlisting in 1940 (Great West
Life Bulletin 1941). Brander Lake (64 J/11), west of Tadoule Lake
was named after him in 1975.

Brandon, Flight Sergeant Melvyn H. of
Reston (R 91867). No. 418 Squadron. He died
1 April 1942 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Saffron Walden Cemetery in
Essex, England. In a letter to Flight Sergeant
Brandon’s parents, Sergeant G. R. Holm wrote:

Dear Mrs. Brandon: Today I saw and talked with

Bill Reeves and he told me about Mel’s death. 1, as

was Bill, one of Mel’s best friends. We have gone
through our course together ever since we joined up and it was a very
great shock to me to hear that he had passed on. For myself and for his
many friends who are here with me, may I extend my sincerest sympathy
to you and your family at the loss of such as he. He was one of the most
popular fellows in our “gang” and I’'m sure we will never find another
man to replace him (19 April 1942).

A friend he had met in England also sent her condolences:

Dear Mrs. Brandon: I expect you are wondering who I am. Lilian is my
name and I was a great friend of Mel’s. We met when Mel first arrived
in Bournemouth in November last. A few weeks ago, I had a letter from
a friend of Mel’s, Fred Bradley who informed me of the tragic news. I
wanted to write this short letter to you to tell you how sorry my parents
and I are; he was the grandest person we’d ever known. I do know Mel
was always happy when on leave as he always came to us. I thought
perhaps this may help you to know this. The news was a great shock to
us and I’'m sure it must have been to both you and Mr. Brandon. I've
heard such a lot about you from Mel but still this letter seems difficult to
write. I will close now, hoping you will pardon me in taking the liberty
in writing to you (Lilian Suddrey 24 April 1942).

His sister recalls (8 July 1995):
Mel hated to leave Dad on the farm but didn’t want to be conscripted. He
had hoped to be a pilot but they needed navigators at the time and he
qualified so... He wrote home regularly and had money forwarded. He
often mentioned the beautiful scenery and how peaceful it was flying
above the clouds at night. Only once did he mention their bombing raid
being successful.

Brandon Lake (64 H/16), southwest of Condie Lake was named

after him in 1995.

Brandow, Sergeant Roy L. of Selkirk (R 134525). No. 420
Squadron. He died 29 March 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in
Germany. Brandow Lake (64 P/8), east of Nejanilini Lake was
named after him in 1974.

Brandson, Paymaster Lieutenant Thomas L. of Winnipeg (O 8360).
HMCS Athabaskan. The Athabaskan was sunk by a torpedo from
a German destroyer while operating in the English Channel. Her
captain and 128 men were lost, 83 taken prisoner and 44 men



rescued by HMCS Haida. Lieutenant Brandson
died 29 April 1944 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He
was the youngest child and only son of Dr.
Brandur J. and Adalbjorg Brandson and was
survived by his wife Shirley Brandson of
Winnipeg. His nephew writes (24 December
1998):

I remember Tommy well, even though I was only about ten when I last
saw him. Indeed, he was a favourite uncle, always pleasant and
considerate. He was the sole surviving son of the legendary Dr. Brandur
Brandson, a leader in the Icelandic community and Professor of Surgery
at the University of Manitoba and Chief at the Winnipeg General
Hospital. Tommy did not choose to follow in his father’s footsteps as I
am told that he could not stand to see people suffering. Instead he chose
training in commerce, and I suspect his outgoing personality is why he
was elected Senior Stick at the University of Manitoba by his peers.

After the first torpedo struck, he was seen safely on deck. However, it
was his duty to throw the lead-covered code book overboard and he was
down below when the second torpedo struck.

Brandson Lake (64 N/13), west of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Brandt, Rifleman James R. of Justice (H 103033). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 24 June 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Charles A. and Margaret E. Brandt of
Justice, Manitoba. Brandt Lake (64 O/4), northeast of Egenolf
Lake was named after him in 1975.

Braun, Lance Corporal Bernard of Swan River (H 70515). South
Saskatchewan Regiment. He died 20 July 1944 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. Braun Lake (64 N/4), southwest of Nueltin
Lake was named after him in 1972.

Bray, Flying Officer Reginald S. of Alexander
(J 21420). No. 11 Advanced Flying Unit,
RCAF. He died 26 July 1944 at the age of 25
and is commemorated at Blacon Cemetery in
Cheshire, England. He was the son of Louis J.
and Constance M. V. Bray (née Shore) of
Alexander. Bray Island (53 L/9) in Gods Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Braybrook, Private Frederick G. of Hargrave (L 27190). 1st
Canadian Special Services Battalion. He died 23 May 1944 at the
age of 22 and is commemorated at Beach Head War Cemetery,
Anzio, Italy. He was the son of William and Violet Braybrook.
Braybrook Lake (52 M/12), southwest of Family Lake was named
after him in 1980.

Breen, Sergeant William J. of Winnipeg (R 58998). No. 427 Squadron.
He died 31 August 1943 at the age of 22 and is commemorated at
Schoonselhof Cemetery in Antwerp, Belgium. Breen Island (63 N/7) in
Burntwood Lake was named after him in 1995.

Brezden, Private Walter of Fishing River (H 615227). Canadian
Army. He died 21 June 1945 at the age of 23 and is commemorated
at Holy Ghost Cemetery in Fishing River, Manitoba. He was the
son of Nat and Annie Brezden of Fork River. Brezden Lake (64 C/4),
east of McCallum Lake was named after him in 1981.

Brezino, Private Joe of Spring Well (B 64985).
Royal Hamilton Light Infantry. He died 21
February 1945 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of Anton
and Dora Brezino of Spring Well, Manitoba.
Brezino Creek (54 F/5), which flows north into
Silcox Creek was named after him in 1964.

Bridal, Rifleman Jack W. of Crystal City
(H 42139). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 29
March 1945 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the third of the
ten children of Clifford and Lulu Bridal of
Clearwater, Manitoba. He had enlisted
previously, but was discharged when it was
discovered that he was under-age. He re-enlisted
the day after his 18th birthday. His sister recalls that (1 August 1995):

Jack was out working on a farm at age 15 for Norris Stone of Clearwater.
When Jack finished that job, Stone gave Jack a bonus of a beautiful
dapple-grey horse named Daisy which he treasured and loved. Later he
worked for Bernie and Vera Stewart of Clearwater while waiting to join
his two older brothers in the service. Jack landed in England on
December 25, 1944 and from there went to Belgium and Germany. The
night Jack was killed ... he was cleaning his buddy’s gun in a shack when
a German sniper got him in the back and through his heart so he died
instantly. Jack’s buddies kept in touch with my parents for quite some
time after his death as they thought highly of him.

Bridal Lake (64 C/8), north of Granville Lake was named after him
in 1970.

Brigden, Flying Officer Donald A. of Carman (J 24901). No. 442
Squadron. He died 1 January 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He wrote a letter to his brother and his family a few days
before his death:

Dear Clayt, Urla and Helen: Well, here it is time to write another letter — after the
celebrations are all over and we have settled down to a more or less normal life —
at least till New Years. First of all, I want to thank you for the lovely parcel for
Xmas. Everything in it was very much appreciated as you guessed, and just what
I needed. You sure did a swell job at packing it, as it arrived here in perfect
condition. I also received the chocolate bars which you bundled up for me — all in
all, thanks for everything.

We spent quite a nice Xmas considering everything. Our Wing had the
party and dinner Xmas Eve — and what a party — everything from beer to
champagne — you should have been there. We had turkey for dinner and
our mess hall was all decorated up to make it look like Xmas. We got up
early the next morning and flew, just to wish them a Merry Xmas in our
own way, but I don’t think they appreciated it very much.

Your mail is coming through very good lately and hope you are receiving
mine all right. The post office must have been very busy over here and
they did a very good job at getting our parcels all here before Xmas.
Received the picture that you sent me — thanks a lot. You and Urla look
the same as ever, but Helen sure is growing isn’t she? Well, must close
now as it is getting late and us pilots have to get our sleep. Thanks again
for the swell Xmas parcel folks. Don (27 December 1944).

Brigden Lake (64 K/6), south of Lac Brochet was named after him
in 1966.

Brisebois, Private Paul E. of South Junction (H 19128). Royal
Canadian Ordnance Corps. He died 15 May 1942 at the age of 27
and is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Louis and Marie L. Brisebois of South
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Junction, Manitoba. Brisebois Lake (64 F/7), east of Reindeer
Lake was named after him in 1961.

Brissette, Trooper George J. of South Junction (H 63513). Fort
Garry Horse. He died 6 June 1944 and is commemorated at Beny-
sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France. Brissette
Lake (64 N/14), west of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Broadfoot, Pilot Officer Clifford M. of Winnipeg (J 24702). No.
434 Squadron. He died 20 February 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War Cemetery in
Brandenburg, Germany. Broadfoot Lake (64 J/10), west of
Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1975.

Broder, Flight Lieutenant John G. of Winnipeg (J 5048). No. 1664
Conversion Unit, RCAF. He died 24 February 1944 at the age of 28
and is commemorated at Harrogate (Stonefall) Cemetery in
Yorkshire, England. He was the son of Merritt G. and Effie F. Broder
and was survived by his wife Lorna L. Broder of Winnipeg. Broder
Lake (64 O/12), south of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1975.

Brodie, Signalman Stanley F. of Winnipeg (H 20284). Royal
Canadian Corps of Signals. He died 21 July 1944 at the age of 26
and is commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Benjamin J. and Clara A.
Brodie and was survived by his wife Agnes W. S. Brodie of
Winnipeg. Brodie Lake (63 1/7), north of Molson Lake was named
after him in 1973.

Brogden, Private Robert R. of Cartwright (H 16600). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 25 April 1943 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. According to his sister (18 April 1995):

[He] joined that Battalion in 1940 and went overseas in March that year.
He was killed when a dud explosive burst during a training manoeuvre in
Sussex, England in April, 1943 and is buried there in Brookwood
Cemetery. A number of our family has visited his grave in past years.

[He] was born, raised and educated at Cartwright. As a teenager, he went
to work at Darlingford, Manitoba and when he joined the PPCLI from
there he gave his address as Darlingford. Therefore his name is
commemorated on their cenotaph as well as at Cartwright. Robert was a
runner and I have in my possession a plaque he won in England for 2nd
place at their Battalion sports in 1941 (for running). He was a happy-go-
lucky chap and loved life but didn’t have a chance to grow old.

Brogden Lake (63 1/16), east of Cross Lake was named after him
in 1973.

Brooks, Private Earl D. of Hamiota (H 20036). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 13 September 1944 at the age of 26
and is commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in
Belgium. He was the son of Ben F. and Gene M. Brooks of
Hamiota. Brooks Point (53 1/12) on the southwest shore of
Laidlaw Lake was named after him in 1983.

Brooks, Flight Sergeant Lucien D. of Kelwood (R 74800). No.
229 Squadron. He died 25 April 1942 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Capuccini Naval Cemetery on Malta. He
was the son of Frederick T. and Marie A. Brooks of Powell River,
British Columbia. Brooks Hill (64 P/3), northwest of Meades Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Brooks, Lance Corporal Melvin Ronald of Pilot
Mound (H 1260). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He
died 16 February 1945 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of William
and Mary Brooks of Winnipeg. His brother
received the following letter from one of Lance
Corporal Brooks’ friends, a Corporal Boyle:
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Dear Alex: I received your most welcome letter last night but had a
counter attack and I was busy; I haven’t had my boots off for 96 hours,
but I had better answer your letter now before I go to sleep. On the day
Ron was killed, our platoon had its orders to go and take out a group of
farm buildings; but our section was the only one to get action, and we
took the house out and 86 prisoners and we sure dug into it. About 15
minutes later, they started to mortar fire and a mortar landed on the edge
of Ron’s trench.

He never knew what hit him Alex; he died instantly. But he had a flesh
wound in the leg before and I bandaged it and ordered him to go back,
but he wouldn’t go as there was only four of us left out of ten. Ron
wasn’t cut or bruised by the mortar, Alex and I will say he had guts and
I shall never forget him. Together we had one of the best sections in the
Company and now I am again with only three men and myself left. So
Alex, we buried Ron in Germany; but he was to be lifted and taken back
to Holland and I think by this time he has been.

Well Alex, I come from Orillia, Ontario, but I hope to travel out west
when I get home and if I do, I will drop in and see you, as I would like
to meet you. Ron used to tell me all the time about your Discharge and
managing the store. I will close for now, hoping to hear from you soon.
Frank (31 March 1945).

Brooks Rapids (64 P/15) in the Caribou River was named after him
in 1995.

Brooks, Trooper Raymond A. of Emerson (H 26532). Fort Garry
Horse. He died 9 August 1942 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Arthur and Rose Brooks. Brooks Lake
(52 L/13), south of Happy Lake was named after him in 1982.

Brooks, Private Robert of St. Charles (H 35253). Lanark and
Renfrew Scottish Regiment. He died 13 December 1944 and is
commemorated at Villanova Canadian War Cemetery, Italy.
Brooks Peninsula (64 A/5) in Baldock Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Brophy, Captain John P. of Winnipeg. Princess Patricia’s

Canadian Light Infantry. He died 13 June 1944 at the age of 36 and
is commemorated at Beach Head War Cemetery, Anzio, Italy. He
was the son of Arthur and Agnes Brophy and was survived by his
wife Vivien Brophy of Toronto and their two daughters. Brophy
Lake (64 N/12), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after him in
1972.

Bross, Private Carl J. of St. Boniface (H 6372).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died a prisoner of
war 23 February 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Yokohama War
Cemetery in Japan. He was the son of Michael
and Barbara Bross of St. Boniface. Bross Lake
(64 K/14), northeast of Reindeer Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Broten, Sergeant Kenneth O. of Starbuck (H 1845). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 16 February 1945 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of Henry and Florence Broten of
Starbuck, Manitoba. Broten Lake (54 C/13), southwest of York
Factory was named after him in 1964.

Broughton, Ordinary Signalman Arthur W. of Winnipeg
(V 24224). HMCS Levis. The Levis was torpedoed by U-74 120
miles off Cape Farewell, Greenland resulting in 18 lives lost.
Ordinary Signalman Broughton died 19 September 1941 at the age



of 23 and is commemorated at the Halifax
Memorial. He was the son of Joseph W. A. and
Clara J. Broughton of Winnipeg. His sister
recalls (6 December 1995):

Arthur was born and raised in Winnipeg. He
attended Earl Grey School. Arthur was a member
of St. Luke’s Church and sang in the choir there
from age 12 — 14. In his early teens he worked for
Brookings Drug Store which was located on Grosvenor

Avenue and Stafford Street. Before joining the Navy in 1940, Arthur
worked for the CPR.

Arthur was known for his outgoing and friendly personality. All who
knew him loved him, for he was a dear son, brother and friend who was
always there for everyone. He loved to tease his family and friends,
especially his Mom. His zest for life was his most endearing quality.

Like all the young men and women who gave their lives for freedom
during the war, he had high hopes and dreams for the future; these were
taken away at far too young an age. Arthur’s name lies alongside his
grandmother’s at Chapel Lawn Cemetery. His resting place is in the
Atlantic Ocean.

Broughton Lake (64 B/9), south of Southern Indian Lake was
named after him in 1962.

Brown, Flying Officer Alan F. of Winnipeg
(J 25827). No. 429 Squadron. He died 23 May
1944 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
Harrogate (Stonefall) Cemetery in Yorkshire,
England. He was the only child of Francis H.
and Willa W. Brown of Winnipeg and the
godfather of Alan F. Deacon of Winnipeg. A
reporter for the Winnipeg Free Press was at
Bomber Command in England during Flying
Officer Brown’s second last mission. His aircraft was late returning
from its target.
In a matter of minutes, all but two of the planes were back. In one
squadron, N for Nuts was still unreported and in another U for Uncle was
the blank spot. This staff was a veteran one. It had gone through all the
grief that can befall a bomber squadron. They might have shrugged their
shoulders and said: “Not bad tonight — only two lost.” Not so. The lines
in their faces were drawn more deeply. Without realizing it they were
trying to bring these two planes back by sheer force of will power. The
young lady had lost her cheerfulness. She kept looking at the
loudspeaker.

Suddenly, N for Nuts came in. The chalk boy bounded across to the
blackboard to enter him up. Everyone stirred, relaxed muscles.
Conversation which had lagged, picked up. This was indeed a good
night. Only U for Uncle was unreported. Yet this relief was only
momentary and tension returned, broken only by the conversation
between the circling aircraft and the young lady. Perhaps five minutes
passed. The mechanical superintendent had his watch out. He knew how
long U for Uncle could stay in flight. He had taken note of the time of
the take off, made a calculation. There was still a margin of minutes. Not
many perhaps, but enough. And then eight minutes after the leader, U for
Uncle spoke. The young lady beamed. “All safe home tonight,” she said.
The mechanical superintendent clicked his watch shut.

What nobody had mentioned during those endless minutes was that U for
Uncle was almost entirely a Winnipeg crew. The voice of U for Uncle
was that of Flying Officer Alan Brown, formerly of Scott and Bathgate
and one time a carrier for the Free Press. This night he had carried
upwards of five tons of high explosive to a target which meant much for
the second front. The navigator was Flying Officer W. G. “Curly”
Hunter, formerly the manager of Liggett’s drug store on Vaughan and
Portage and the son of George Hunter of Fontana apartments, Stradbrook
Avenue. The bomb aimer was Sergeant Jack Leach of East Kildonan and
the mid-upper gunner was Sergeant Larry Morris of St. Boniface.

Later on they told me why they were late. They had reached the last leg
of the course eight minutes too early. That would never do, so Hunter
had plotted a side trip out of harm’s way which had brought them back

into the bomber stream right on time. Entering the stream is always a
very dangerous manoeuvre, but while they had seen many planes close at
hand, they had got in safely. When they reached the target, there were no
flares to sight on. Apparently the first set of flares had been put out by a
great explosion, caused by earlier flights. So U for Uncle did a wide
circle while the pathfinders had put down new flares. Again they had to
come back into the stream, but the turn had been made without accident
and the bombs cleared. U for Uncle was now late and on the return flight
saw two bombers shot down. But she came safely through, slowed her
speed to reduce gasoline consumption and to avoid circling over the
home field.

So ended one night’s operation. The story told by the official
communiqué the following day was brief and to the point: “Last night the
RAF bombed the rail yards at Louvain” (Dexter 1944).
Brown Esker (53 M/1), south of Swampy Lake was named after
Flying Officer Brown in 1995.

Brown, Private Albert of Balmoral (H
101378). Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. He died 23 July 1943 at the age of 27
and is commemorated at Agira Canadian War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Paul and
Anne Brown of Balmoral, Manitoba. His niece
recalls (3 February 1995):

Albert enjoyed playing and watching all sports.
He spent much of his free time enjoying his family
and his friends. His brother Ernie, who resides in Winnipeg, comments
that so much of Albert’s youth and early adulthood was spent working
very hard on his parents’ farm in Balmoral.

Brown Island (64 J/1), in the South Seal River was named after
him in 1975.

Brown, Lieutenant Albert H. of Brandon. Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 8 August 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Patrick G. and Georgetta A.
Brown and was survived by his wife Norma D. Brown of Brandon.
Albert Brown Lake (53 M/4), north of Bear Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Brown, Private Alexander of Renwer (H 6931).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died a prisoner of
war 26 May 1943 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at the Sai Wan War Cemetery
in Hong Kong. He was the son of Thomas T.
and Mary Brown of Renwer, Manitoba. Brown
. Hill (62 N/14), southeast of Sarah Lake was
f ﬁ‘ named after him in 1991.

Brown, Captain Basil F. of Winnipeg. Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He
died 8 June 1944 at the age of 33 and is commemorated at Beny-
sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the
son of William J. and Susie E. Brown and was survived by his wife
Irene Brown of St. James. Basil Brown Lake (64 N/1), west of
Minuhik Lake was named after him in 1995.

Brown, Flight Sergeant Cecil A. of Gilbert
Plains (R 106507). No. 434 Squadron. He died
18 August 1943 at the age of 32 and is
commemorated at the Kiel War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of Bruce E. and
Sarah L. Brown of New Westminster, British
Columbia. According to his brother
(8 November 1996):
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Following graduation from High School, he worked in the printing
business for the Gilbert Plains Maple Leaf. In 1934, he left Gilbert
Plains and settled in New Westminster, BC where he worked for the Scott
Paper Company until he enlisted in 1939.

Brown Point (54 D/6) on the north shore of Stephens Lake was
named after him in 1982.

Brown, Pilot Officer Duncan S. of Headingley
(J 94612). No. 158 Squadron. He died 18
December 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Brussels Town Cemetery in
Belgium. His Halifax aircraft crashed near
Brabant, Belgium during a trip to Duisberg,
Germany (Allison and Hayward 1991). He was
the eldest of the four children of Harry D. and
Martha Della Brown of Headingley. He had
been a student at United College in Winnipeg prior to enlisting in
1942. Brown Peninsula (64 O/14) in Nueltin Lake was named
after him in 1985 and a memorial stone was laid in his memory at
The Commonwealth Garden of Memorials in St. James in 2001.

Brown, Private Edward H. of Petersfield (H 60603). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 22 April 1945 at the
age of 22 and is commemorated at the Holten Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of William E. and Alice M.
Brown of Petersfield, Manitoba. Edward Brown Lake (64 C/14),
south of Vandekerckhove Lake was named after him in 1995.

Brown, Pilot Officer Francis Norman of Rathwell (J 94898). No.
429 Squadron. He died 5 January 1945 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at the Sage War Cemetery in Germany. He was the
son of Francis and Winnifred Brown of Rathwell, Manitoba.
Norman Brown Lake (64 P/6), northeast of MaclLeod Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Brown, Private George D. of Winnipeg (H 16583). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 25 July 1943 at the age
of 31 and is commemorated at Agira Canadian War Cemetery in
Italy. He was the second of the four children of Donald and Ida
Brown. Brown River (64 1/3), which flows northeast into North
Knife Lake was named after him in 1995.

Brown, Sapper George R. of Bowsman (H 37768).
Royal Canadian Engineers. He died 23
September 1942 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son
of Alexander J. and Rose Brown of Bowsman,
Manitoba. George Brown Lake (64 0O/2),
southwest of Munroe Lake was named after
him in 1995. His sister writes (12 July 1996):
The naming of a lake in our beloved Manitoba is a truly fitting memorial
that will be forever there. It fills us with many varied emotions, not the
least of which is the comfort and peace it would have afforded our
parents also. George’s two nieces and two nephews, who are now
approaching middle age, were pleased to read it and will always treasure
the memorial given to the uncle they never knew.
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Brown, Aircraftman 2 Gordon Frederick C.
of Winnipeg (R 101665). No. 1 Initial Training
School. He died 15 August 1941 at the age of
20 and is commemorated at Elmwood
Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the son of Cyril
E. and Kathleen V. M. Brown of Winnipeg.
Fred Brown Island (53 K/11) in Edmund Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Brown, Sergeant Gordon W. E. of Winnipeg (H 16733).
Algonquin Regiment. He died 18 September 1944 at the age of 28
and is commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in
Belgium. He was the son of Wesley and Ethel Brown and was
survived by his wife Jessie B. Brown of St. James and their two
sons. Gordon Brown Lake (63 P/5), west of Wintering Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Brown, Flying Officer Harold A. of Ste. Rose du Lac (J 18028).
Royal Canadian Air Force. He died 11 July 1945 at the age of 23
and is commemorated at Regina Cemetery, Saskatchewan. He was
the son of George and Sarah J. Brown of Ste. Rose du Lac,
Manitoba. Harold Brown Island (53 M/14) in the Dafoe River was
named after him in 1995.

Brown, Flight Lieutenant Harold E. of Winnipeg (J 8965). No.
627 Squadron. He died 28 September 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at the Rheinberg War Cemetery in Germany. He
was survived by his wife Jessie M. Brown of Rolla, North Dakota.
Harold Brown Bay (63 P/7) in the Nelson River was named after
him in 1995.

Brown, Flight Sergeant Ian S. of Winnipeg (R 124176). No. 100
Squadron. He died 17 April 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Rheinberg War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of N. D. and Minnie Brown of Winnipeg. Ian Brown Lake
(53 L/2), north of Island Lake was named after him in 1995.

Brown, Trooper John C. of Sturgeon Creek (H 26536). Fort Garry
Horse. He died 8 August 1944 at the age of 39 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Peter and Emma Brown and
was survived by his wife Irene M. Brown of Sturgeon Creek,
Manitoba. John Brown Lake (54 D/1), southeast of Stephens Lake
was named after him in 1992.

Brown, Sapper Magnus of Headingley (H 19880). Royal
Canadian Engineers. He died 3 June 1944 at the age of 47 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of William and Margaret Brown and was
survived by his wife Edith A. Brown of Headingley. Brown Falls
(63 N/6) in the Kississing River was named after him in 1995.

Brown, Wing Commander Mark H. of
MacGregor (37904). No. 249 Squadron, RAF,
Distinguished Flying Cross and Bar, Croix de
Guerre, Military Medal, Czechoslovak Military
Cross. Wing Commander Brown joined the
RAF prior to the outbreak of war (1936) and
along with Flying Officer Allan B. Angus of
McCreary (see entry) became one of the two
first Canadian “aces” of the war.

Of the two, Brown was the first to see combat. He had gone to France in
the fall of 1939 with No. 1 Squadron, flying Hurricane fighters and as
early as November 23, 1939 he had shared in the destruction of a German
DO.17 bomber. On May 10, 1940 he and another pilot shot down a
DO215 bomber and by the end of the French campaign, Brown’s score
stood at six enemy machines destroyed, six probably destroyed and two
damaged. For his work he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.
One of Brown’s most notable combats was on May 19 when 12
Hurricanes intercepted a large force of German bombers and escorting
fighters over northern France. In a fierce dogfight, he crippled one
bomber, then forced another to land in a ploughed field where the enemy
crew were taken prisoner by French infantry (Halliday 1970).

A contemporary newspaper account added:

A versatile pilot as well as a fighter, Brown was reputed to be the first
man to fly a German Messerschmitt 109 back to England for research



inspection. He’d fly any machine to attack any enemy, once ploughing
with another British fighter into 16 Junker 87s which they drove back
from a British target. Easy going and good natured, he accepted his part
in the war as strictly business. To his men he was known as Hilly, a
contraction for Hildebrande. How he got that nickname, none of his men
could explain.

Born at Portage la Prairie, he was educated mainly in MacGregor, where
he was formerly employed in the Bank of Montreal. Later he worked for
the bank in Russell and at several Saskatchewan points, learning to fly at
the Brandon Flying Club in his spare time. He was so keen on flying that
he could hardly wait after he received his pilot’s license at Brandon to go
to England.

Just before he left home, a little fellow he knew came to him and pleaded
with him to take a button which had been worn by the boy’s father, a
veteran pilot of the last war. The little fellow insisted that it would bring
him luck, so Brown took the button and it became one of his most prized
possessions. He wore it at the top of his tunic throughout his dazzling
career in the Battle of Britain, the Battle of France and the Middle East.
Brown passed his pilot officer’s examination for the RAF in three
months.

One of the first pilots to meet the black hordes of Messerschmitt 109s ...
he and his comrades often were on duty as long as 20 hours a day. Two
of the four British squadrons in France at that time shot down as many as
300 enemy planes. A typical gay, good humoured Canadian flier, he had
many adventures in his Hurricane on the frontier patrol on the western
front. Once when his plane was shot down in flames, he said that the
thing that annoyed him most was that his moustache, which he had raised
so carefully, had been burned off.

He left France on the last boat, having had a spot of airplane trouble in
the north, two days before the French accepted Germany’s armistice
terms, just nicely catching the last transport in each case. He came out
with only his old uniform. He was one of the gallant few to whom so
many owed so much during the Battle of Britain, flying in the Royal Air
Force in days when the odds were nine British planes to 150 German
machines. In those days, the Nazis made heavy raids on British air
stations, dropping 2000 bombs on one of the main airdromes in a single
afternoon, and the roads were clogged with crashed Messerschmitts
(Canadian Press 15 January 1942).

Confirmation of his death came in an unusual manner:

From the Mediterranean has come word that Wing Commander Mark
Henry Brown of Glenboro, Manitoba, holder of the Distinguished Flying
Cross and Bar, and who was credited with destruction of more than 20
Axis planes, had died in an air battle. Wing Commander Brown had been
reported missing following air operations by the air ministry on
November 12 last.

A brief message which came fluttering down from an enemy plane over
an isolated desert airdrome reported that the 30 year-old ace had been
killed in a crash while fighting. The note added that he had been buried
with full military honours. The plane which dropped the message was
not identified, but it was believed to be Italian. The Italians had been
suffering a heavy toll at the hands of Brown’s outfit which they had come
to fear and respect (Winnipeg Free Press 15 January 1942).
He died 12 November 1941 at the age of 29 and is commemorated
at Catania War Cemetery, Italy. He was the youngest of the five
children of Mr. and Mrs. S. T. Brown of Glenboro. Brown Rapids
(53 M/15), in the Bigstone River was named after him in 1989.

Brown, Sergeant Norman C. of Portage la Prairie (R 146053). No.
22 Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 26 August 1943 at
the age of 20 and is commemorated at the Calais Canadian War
Cemetery in France. He was the son of William H. and Thelma
Brown. Brown Narrows (64 O/10) in Bangle Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Brown, Pilot Officer Raymond C. of Winnipeg (J 95211). No. 415
Squadron. He died 24 February 1945 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in
Germany. He was survived by his wife Helen Brown. Raymond
Brown Lake (53 N/9), east of Whitefish Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Brown, Private Robert M. of Arden
(B 116705). Black Watch (Royal Highland
Regiment) of Canada. He died 8 August 1944
at the age of 29 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery
in Calvados, France. He was the son of John A.
and Lillian Brown of Arden, Manitoba and the
husband of Renée A. Brown of Kapuskasing,
Ontario. Brown Lake (42 J/4) in central
Ontario was named after him in 1971.

Brown, Trooper Ross M. of Neepawa (B 142165). 14th Canadian
Hussars. He died 6 January 1945 and is commemorated at the
Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. Ross Brown Lake
(64 N/8), southeast of MacMillan Lake was named after him in
1996.

Brown, Warrant Officer 1 Wilfred D. of Virden (R 86267). No.
112 Squadron. He was awarded the Purple Heart while serving
with the American Armed Forces. He died 19 September 1943 at
the age of 21 and is commemorated at the Alamein Memorial in
Egypt. Brown Lake (54 K/5), southeast of Churchill was named
after him in 1948.

Brown, Able Seaman William H. of Winnipeg (V 9807). HMCS
Stadacona. He died 21 June 1945 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was
survived by his mother Sarah Brown of Winnipeg. William Brown
Lake (64 A/6), east of White Stone Lake was named after him in
1995.

Browne, Sergeant James S. of Sturgeon Creek (B 64303). Queen’s
Own Rifles of Canada. He died 14 August 1944 at the age of 29
and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son of Ernest W. and
Cathrine Browne of Sturgeon Creek, Manitoba. James Browne
Lake (54 E/2), east of Long Lake was named after him in 1995.

Brownfield, Flying Officer Thomas R. of
Winnipeg (C 7176). No. 219 Squadron. He
died 17 November 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Catterick Cemetery in
Yorkshire, England. He was the son of Charles
D. and Rachel Brownfield of Calgary.
Brownfield Lake (64 O/16), north of Nejanilini
Lake was named after him in 1975.

Brownie, Warrant Officer 2 James M. of Winnipeg (R 91773).
Royal Canadian Air Force. He died 2 July 1943 at the age of 26 and
is commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of William H. and Elizabeth Brownie of East Kildonan and was
survived by his wife Margaret P. Brownie of Winnipeg Beach.
Brownie Bay (63 K/12) on the northeast shore of Athapapuskow
Lake was named after him in 1973.

Brownlee, Flight Sergeant David E. of Sinclair
(R 86420). No. 14 Operational Training Unit,
RCAF. He died 28 August 1942 at the age of
21 and is commemorated at Cottesmore (St.
Nicholas) Churchyard Extension, Rutland,
England. He was the youngest of the seven
children of David J. and Eveline M. Brownlee
of Reston, Manitoba. According to his brother
(18 April 1995), he was: “Born and educated at
Sinclair, he was popular among the younger set and took an active
part in sports. He enlisted in the air force January 7, 1941 and
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arrived overseas January, 1942.” Brownlee Lake (64 H/15) in the
Kississing River was named after him in 1995.

Brownstone, Rifleman Yude of Winnipeg
(H 10710). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 4
July 1944 at the age of 20 and is commemorated
at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of H.
William and Clara Brownstone of Winnipeg.
One of the prime objectives immediately
following the D-Day invasion was the capture
of Caen and the nearby Carpiquet airfield.
More than three-quarters of a million men and over 100,000
vehicles had landed at Normandy, but were unable to move inland
because of heavy enemy fortifications. In spite of the advantage of
naval artillery support, control of the skies, and numerically
superior tanks and personnel, the Allies were unable to capture
Caen for 33 days mainly due to the 12th SS Panzer Hitlerjugend
(Hitler Youth) Division. Canadian and British troops spearheaded
the July 4 assault on Caen. Canadian losses were even higher than
they had been on D-Day; approximately 250 of the Royal Winnipeg
Rifles were lost. Rifleman Brownstone’s older brother recalls:

Yude had a job in a fur factory before he enlisted. He was always the
kind of person who threw himself completely into what he was doing. I
can picture him on the road to Caen, eager to get the job done and to
come back home. I was in the Air Force during the war and I remember
the last time I saw him. I was stationed at Brandon at the time and he and
a friend came up from Shilo to visit. Soon after, I went home to my
parents’ place in Winnipeg on leave. I went in the front door and my
mother had had her head shaved she was in so much grief. That was how
I found out what had happened to him (12 October 2001).

Brownstone Lake (64 O/2), northwest of Tadoule Lake was named
after him in 1975.

Bruce, Private Edward of Bluff Creek (H 100733). North Nova
Scotia Highlanders. He died 25 July 1944 at the age of 30 and is
commemorated at the Bayeux Memorial in Calvados, France. He
was the son of Samuel and Ann M. Bruce of Bluff Creek, Manitoba.
Bruce Island (64 C/5) in Boulder Lake was named after him in
1995.

Bruce, Pilot Officer George R. of Winnipeg (67580). No. 133
Squadron, RAF. He enlisted early in 1939 and is presumed to have
died 23 October 1941 while on a flight to Ireland. He was 27 years
of age and is commemorated at Faughanvale Presbyterian
Churchyard, Londonderry, Northern Ireland. He was the son of
George A. and E. Bruce of Winnipeg. Bruce Bay (64 P/5) in
Lidster Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bruce, Sergeant James H. of Dundee, Scotland
(975045). No. 21 Squadron (RAF). He died on
April 18, 1941 and is commemorated at the
Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England. He
was the son of Barbara and John Bruce of
Dundee, Scotland and the brother of Leading
Seaman William Bruce (next entry). James
Bruce Lake (64C/9) east of Eden Lake was
named after him in 2005.

Bruce, Leading Seaman William of Winnipeg
(V 25864). HMCS St. Croix. He died 20
September 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He
was the son of John and Barbara Bruce of
Dundee, Scotland and the brother of Sergeant
James H. Bruce (previous entry). Leading

Seaman Bruce had previously served on the merchant cruiser
Patrocius and survived her being torpedoed and sunk in November
1940. The St. Croix was torpedoed and sunk by U-305 south of
Iceland while escorting Convoy ON.202. Five officers and 76 men
were rescued by HMS Itchen, but only one of these survived the
loss of the Itchen two days later. See VanSickle, Ordinary Seaman
Harold A. for additional information. William Bruce Lake (64C/9)
east of Eden Lake was named after him in 2005.

Bruce, Private William E. of Gladstone (SH 4831). Royal
Canadian Regiment. He died 23 October 1952 at the age of 25 and
is commemorated at the United Nations Cemetery in Pusan, South
Korea. Bruce Peninsula (53 E/13) in Stevenson Lake was named
after this Korean War casualty in 1998.

Bruce, Sergeant William I. of Winnipeg (R 186736). No. 1 Air
Observers School. He died 7 August 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of William N. and Cora E. Bruce and was survived by his wife
Helen D. Bruce of Winnipeg. Bruce Lake (64 P/14), northeast of
Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1975.

Brumwell, Rifleman John Roy of Roblin (H 19561). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 6 September 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Calais Canadian War Cemetery in France.
He was the son of Chester and Velma G. Brumwell of Roblin,
Manitoba. Brumwell Lake (64 G/16), southeast of Chipewyan
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Bruneau, Private Donat of St-Pierre-Jolys
(B 126729). 4th Princess Louise Dragoon
Guards. He died 3 December 1944 at the age of
23 and is commemorated at Cesena War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Raymond
and Emilia Bruneau of St-Pierre-Jolys.
According to his brother (13 February 1998):

The National Archives provided his family with
copies of his service files. We discovered a man of
slight build, 5’7 1/2”, fair complexion, blue eyes, brown hair, unmarried,
who was working as a bush worker for Spruce Falls Paper Company,
Kapuskasing, Ontario at the time he joined the Canadian Army. Donat enlisted
in Toronto on April 9, 1943 ... just a few weeks short of his 22nd birthday.

Bruneau Island (64 P/5) in Nejanilini Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Bryans, Pilot Officer William S. of Winnipeg (J 89271). No. 97
Squadron. He died 27 August 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of James E. and Blanche Bryans of Winnipeg.
Bryans Island (53 L/12) in Rat Lake was named after him in 1996.

Brydon, Private Harry B. of Roblin (H 800191). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 8 October 1951 at the
age of 24 and is commemorated at the United Nations Cemetery in
Pusan, South Korea. According to his sister (29 August 1998), he
was “... born in Roblin [in] 1929, received his Grade 12 in Roblin
and then worked in Roblin Creamery.” Brydon Island (53 M/5) in
Utik Lake was named after this Korean War casualty in 1998.

Brydon, Private Ralph of Roblin (H 103952). Canadian Scottish
Regiment. He died 10 June 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Bayeux Memorial in Calvados, France. He
was the step-son of Charles and Emma Brydon of White Rock,
British Columbia. According to his sister (10 November 1996), he
was:



... born May 14, 1921 in Edson, Alberta to Sidney
and Elena Paine. Two days later, Elena died and
Ralph and two of his sisters were adopted by
Elena’s sister and her husband, Charles and Emma
Brydon. They were brought to Roblin where
Charles had a General Store. Ralph attended school
in Roblin and then went farming on land that
Charles owned. He lived there until he enlisted in
1941 or 1942. His hobbies were wood-working,
fishing and helping his neighbours with farm-
related projects. A man well-liked and deeply
missed by all friends, neighbours and family.

Brydon Lake (64 H/3), east of Thorsteinson Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Bryson, Warrant Officer 2 George of Deloraine
(R 166147). No. 106 Squadron. He died 27
April 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery in
Bavaria, Germany. He was the son of Mr. and
Mrs. James Bryson and brother of Christina
Bryson of Deloraine. Just prior to enlisting, he
had been working in the mines at Sherridon,
Manitoba. Bryson Lake (64 N/11), southwest
of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Buchanan, Flight Lieutenant David of
Winnipeg (J 11854). No. 45 Atlantic Transport
Group, Ferry Command. He was reported
missing on a flight from London to Canada via
the Azores on 26 March 1945. He was 29 years
of age and is commemorated at the Ottawa
Memorial. He was the son of Dugald and
Marjorie Buchanan and was survived by his
wife Sylvia M. Buchanan of Winnipeg. Flight
Lieutenant Buchanan had formerly been the goalie of the Trail
Smokeeaters who won the World Hockey Championship Title in
1939 with a score of 42 to 1. Buchanan Island (64 B/3) in
Mynarski Lakes was named after him in 1995.

Buchanan, Rifleman Norman of Miami, Manitoba (H 75052).
Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 16 February 1945 at the age of 31
and is commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of Norman and Elisabeth Buchanan and
was survived by his wife Lillian Buchanan of St. Claude, Manitoba.
Buchanan Bay (64 J/12) in McDennon Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Buckels, Engine Room Artificer 1 William of Winnipeg
(V 67942). HMCS Scotian. He died 25 August 1945 at the age of
48 and is commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He
was survived by his mother Louise Cubie of Winnipeg. Buckels
Lake (64 N/13), west of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Buckham, Aircraftman 2 John A. of Brandon
(R 96233). No. 1 Initial Training School,
Toronto. He died 26 August 1941 at the age of
19 and is commemorated at Brandon Cemetery.
He was the son of James M. and Winnie
Buckham of Brandon. Buckham Lake (64 H/1),
southwest of Billard Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Buckingham, Sergeant George E. of Crystal City (R 59263).
Royal Canadian Air Force. He died 7 July 1941 at the age of 22 and

is commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son
of James and Edith Buckingham (née
Hayward) of Aylesbury, Saskatchewan and the
grandson of Mrs. Howe of Crystal City.
Buckingham Island (63 N/4) in Kipahigan
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Buckley, Flight Lieutenant Kenneth A. of MacGregor (J 6237).
No. 257 Squadron. He died 1 March 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Francis R. and Doris Buckley and was
survived by his wife Katherine M. Buckley of MacGregor,
Manitoba. Buckley Lake (64 J/15), west of Stony Lake was named
after him in 1989.

Buckoski, Lance Corporal William of Winnipeg (H 35800). Royal
Canadian Army Medical Corps. He died 26 June 1943 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. Buckoski Lake (64 1/12), northwest of North Knife Lake
was named after him in 1974.

Bugg, Private Orville G. of Portage la Prairie (H 102519). Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 8 April 1945 at the age of 24
and is commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of George and Sophia Bugg of Portage la
Prairie. Bugg Lake (64 K/14), northeast of Reindeer Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Buick, Warrant Officer 2 John A. of Waskada
(R 87708). No. 12 Squadron. He died 9
January 1943 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Sam and
Isabella Buick (née Reeki) of Pierson,
Manitoba. According to his sister (n.d.):

John was a very particular person in everything he
did, from pressing his own clothes to making any
required alterations even though his mother was a trained seamstress. The
extremely dry conditions in the Waskada area during the thirties forced
many people to move to new areas to find employment. In 1939, John
worked his way to British Columbia and before reaching there was able to
save enough money to purchase a car and rent a house. He made his
house available to the youth from his hometown area that were also
looking for employment there, providing they adhered to his strict rules.
He enlisted in the RCAF at No. 1 Manning Depot, Brandon in 1941. John
trained at Dauphin and Rivers, completing his training at Regina where he
received his wings. I was nursing at Dauphin during John’s time there and
recall John showing me the airplanes he flew in. Being the perfectionist
he was, rather than going to dances or other functions, he would rather
check the aircraft from back to front making sure everything was perfect.
I was nursing at the King George and King Edward hospitals in Winnipeg
when John passed through on his way to his overseas posting. I was the
only member of the family present to bid him farewell. The troop ship
John was on had to divert to another course when it came under attack by
enemy ships and was able to continue its voyage without any further
problems. John was attached to No. 2 Group, Royal Air Force stationed
in Lincolnshire, England and was a crewmember on a Lancaster bomber
that went missing during a mine-sewing operation near Heligoland. It was
believed their plane was downed by enemy action over their target. Two
other Canadians also lost their lives and another four crewmembers, not
Canadian, were reported missing and presumed killed.

Buick River (64 N/11), which flows southeast into Jonasson Lake
was named after him in 1972.
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Bujarski, Sapper Cazmer “Charlie” of Hadashville (A 20326).
Royal Canadian Engineers. He died 2 December 1940 at the age of
21 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Michael and Eva Bujarski of
Hadashville. Bujarski Lake (63 K/16), west of Wekusko Lake was
named after him in 1973.

Bulachowski, Signalman Michael of Portage la Prairie (H 100509).
Royal Canadian Corps of Signals. He died 12 August 1944 at the
age of 31 and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian
War Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son of Joseph and
Ann Bulachowski and was survived by his wife Kathleen C.
Bulachowski of Ituna, Saskatchewan. Bulachowski Lake (64 K/11),
northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Bulkley, Able Seaman Cecil E. of Winnipeg. SS Elmdale,
Canadian Merchant Navy. The Elmdale was lost 1 November 1942
and Able Seaman Bulkley is commemorated at the Halifax
Memorial. Bulkley Lake (63 P/2), northwest of Cotton Lake was
named after him in 2001.

Bullion, Pilot Officer George Roy of Baldur (J 92177). No. 273
Squadron. He died 11 December 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Singapore Memorial. He was the son of
Edward and Margaret E. Bullion of Baldur, Manitoba. Bullion Lake
(64 N/11), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Bulloch, Flight Sergeant Earl K. of Reston
(R 162158). No. 467 Squadron. He died 12
September 1944 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery in
Bavaria, Germany. He was the son of James I.
and Nellie M. Bulloch of Reston, Manitoba.
His sister recalls (13 September 1995):

Earl was born at Reston May 5, 1916. He has three
surviving sisters, I being the eldest. Earl went to
school in Reston, then took teacher training in Winnipeg in 1935, taught
school at four different schools in Manitoba and was teaching at Moore
Park in 1942 when he enlisted. He went overseas in September, 1943 and
the bombing mission that killed him and the Australian boys was their
first. He hadn’t married.

His nephew adds (14 November 2001):
Flight Sergeant Bulloch was my uncle and I have the same initials as he
had. Even though I was born in November, 1943 and he was killed in
1944, I never got to meet him. He was an accomplished violinist and
pianist. Family meant a lot to him as he wrote home frequently, not only
to his parents, but to his sisters, always asking about his nieces and
nephews.

Bulloch Lake (64 P/13), north of Nejanilini Lake was named after
him in 1974.

Bunt, Chief Officer Gordon D. SS Vancouver Island, Canadian
Merchant Navy. The Vancouver Island was torpedoed by U-558 in
the North Atlantic while en route from Montreal to Cardiff; all 65
crew, eight gunners and 32 passengers were lost. Chief Officer
Bunt died 15 October 1941 at the age of 48 and is commemorated
at the Halifax Memorial. Bunt Lake (63 P/7), north of Cauchon
Lake was named after him in 2001.

Burch, Sapper Morris of Cypress River
(K 40960). Royal Canadian Engineers. He
died 21 September 1944 at the age of 39 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Burch. Burch Lake
(64 N/6), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named
after him in 1972.
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Burch, Pilot Officer Roy V. of Selkirk (J 85620). No. 578
Squadron. He died 24 March 1944 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War Cemetery in
Brandenburg, Germany. He was the son of Lancelot C. and Amy
M. Burch of Winnipeg. Burch Rapids (54 M/5) in the Caribou
River west of Long Lake was named after him in 1984.

Burgess, Able Seaman George A. of Winnipeg (V 9320). SS
Holystone. He died 15 February 1941 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He was the son of George
and Edith Burgess of Winnipeg. Burgess Lake (54 B/3), northeast
of Shamattawa was named after him in 1964.

Burgess, Gunner Lawrence W. of Winnipeg (H 16244). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 12 October 1944 at the age of 22 and
is commemorated at Cesena War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son
of Dan and Lillian Burgess of Winnipeg. Burgess Island (64 N/4)
in Spencer Lake was named after him in 1995.

Burke, Warrant Officer 2 Laurie F. of Keyes (R 116385). No. 45
Atlantic Transport. He died 22 November 1943 at the age of 20 and
is commemorated at Port-of-Spain (St. James) Military Cemetery,
Trinidad and Tobago. He was the son of Aliston and Gertrude
Burke of Keyes, Manitoba. Burke Island (64 H/6) in Northern
Indian Lake was named after him in 1995.

Burkitt, Flight Lieutenant John A. of Brandon
(J 6712). No. 58 Squadron. He died 26 April
1945 at the age of 26 and is commemorated at
Mandal Churchyard in Norway. He was the
son of Frederick and Ethel Burkitt of
Brandon. His sister recalls (10 November
2001):

Jack was stationed in the Hebrides and was on his
last mission when his plane was shot down somewhere
near Norway. The bodies of him and one other crew member washed
ashore and were buried at Mandal. When the Silver Broom was held in
Winnipeg around 1976, a letter was sent to the Winnipeg Tribune by a
couple from Norway who attended the affair. They said they had visited
a beautiful churchyard in the little village of Mandal, Norway and had
seen graves of Canadian airmen. They listed four names and one was my
brother’s. They hoped relatives would see the names and know their
loved one was buried in a beautifully cared for churchyard. They
enclosed their address and I wrote to say one grave was my brother’s.
Then they wrote back and sent pictures of the churchyard and Jack’s
grave.

In winter, a sheaf of wheat or oats is tied to each tombstone and the air is
filled with the song of birds. On Christmas Eve, each grave is cleared of
snow and a lighted candle is set on the tombstone. What a lovely picture
and how very thoughtful of this kind couple to give information and
pictures of our loved one’s resting place in Norway.

Burkitt Lake (53 N/7), east of Patch Lake was named after him in
1995.

Burlingam, Flying Officer David Garrett “Garry” of Petersfield
(J 8347). No. 400 Mustang Squadron. He died 19 August 1942 at
the age of 25 and is commemorated at Coxyde Military Cemetery,
Koksijde, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. He was the son of Reginald
T. and Reita M. Burlingam of St. Andrews, Manitoba. Burlingam
Lake (64 H/2), east of Holmes Lake was named after him in 1995.

Burnett, Pilot Officer Leslie G. E. of Winnipeg (J 18329). No. 426
Squadron. He died 24 August 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War Cemetery in
Brandenburg, Germany. Burnett Lake (64 N/15), west of Nueltin
Lake was named after him in 1972.



Burney, Private Doris of Brandon (W 10290). Canadian Women’s
Army Corps. She died 23 December 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Boissevain Cemetery, Manitoba. She was the
daughter of Gerald and Mildred Burney of Boissevain. Burney
Lake (64 F/6), north of Wells Lake was named after her in 1994.

Burnie, Flying Officer Glenn D. W. of
Winnipeg (J 36277). No. 1652 Conversion
Unit, RCAF. He died 24 August 1944 at the age
of 22 and is commemorated at Harrogate
(Stonefall) Cemetery in Yorkshire, England. He
was the son of David W. and Mary Burnie of
Winnipeg. Burnie Lake (64 K/16), northeast of
Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1962.

Burns, Lieutenant Ralph H. of Winnipeg.
Essex Scottish Regiment. He died 19 February
1945 at the age of 31 and is commemorated at
the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of Walter and Maude
A. Burns and was survived by his wife
Margaret W. Burns of Wadena, Saskatchewan.
Burns Island (64 C/9) in Eden Lake was
named after him in 1995. His niece writes
(21 February 1997): “Ralph, like so many young men of his
generation, died before having the opportunity to start families, so
it is particularly appropriate to give their names to something
permanent.”

Burns, Flight Sergeant William of Makaroff (R
140724). No. 431 Squadron. He died 22
October 1943 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Sergeant
William C. D. and Annie Burns of Roblin,
Manitoba. According to his sister (7 June 1995):

William Burns was born in Denny, Scotland. [He]
came to Canada with his parents in 1927 and took
up residency at Makaroff, Manitoba. William was known to family and
friends as Willie. He spent his school years at Makaroff and loved sports
(hockey being his favourite) and boxing. Willie was a healthy, happy and
ambitious fellow and above the love for sports, he loved his family very
much. Early 1942, he enlisted with the RCAF where he took his training
at Macdonald Aerodrome and then to Halifax and for overseas ... where
he was stationed at Pokes Down, Bournemouth, England. On October
22,1943, according to word received from the Royal Canadian Air Force
overseas: “The crew had a sortie over Kassel, Germany and did not return
from their mission.”

Burns Bay (64 0/9) in Sokalski Lake was named after him in 1995.

Burnside, Sergeant David George D. of Brandon (R 166252). No.
30 Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 3 September 1943
and is commemorated at St. Patrick Churchyard in Jurby on the Isle
of Man, United Kingdom. He was attempting to make an
emergency landing on the Isle of Man. The son of David and
Marion F. Burnside, he was survived by his wife Dorothy E.
Burnside of Winnipeg. Burnside Lake (54 E/1), northeast of Split
Lake was named after him in 1985.

Burr, Private Leonard G. of Dauphin

(H 41329). Lake Superior Regiment. He died 14 August 1944 at
the age of 23 and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery, Calvados, France. He was the son of
Hiram D. and Alice 1. Burr of Dauphin. According to his brother
(12 October 2001):

He had a great concern for others, particularly for
his Mother; in every letter he closes with “love and
please don’t worry.” His Mother did worry of
course, and lived into her 101st year worrying all
the time about her three sons in the army, but
particularly about Len. Idon’t think that a day went
by that she didn’t think about her son beneath the
soil of France.

She came to Canada in 1912 from England. His
paternal ancestors have been traced back to the 1600s
when they first arrived in North America. Len was born in England
while his Mother was visiting her ill Mother. He went to school at a
young age in Killarney, Manitoba and later in Dauphin. Len had many
friends. He was a very quiet, unassuming person, slow to anger,
physically very strong and a good athlete. He excelled in swimming,
baseball, hockey and boxing. I remember the autumns in the late 1930s
when he would be excused from school to “go harvesting.” He loved to
field pitch or spike pitch which required extra strength and stamina. Top
wages, $1.00 per day!
I also remember as a 14 year-old, when he and his older brother joined
the Army in 1940 and the early morning troop train that left Dauphin with
the flower of Canadian youth. Particularly, the festive mood, laughter
and fun everyone seemed to be having with the exception of the very old
(I thought) who were more quiet perhaps because of their insight that the
young were unaware of. Also, the two or three Army Sergeants who tried
in vain to control these boisterous and undisciplined young men,
attempting to have them line up on the Station platform for roll call or
other military procedures that were so foreign to them. It was a comical
riot. The Sergeants finally gave up and hollered “Okay, forget it, get on
the train.” Our little town was then emptied of young men.

Len was mustered into the Winnipeg Rifles but missed the overseas draft
because of an illness. He then joined the Winnipeg Grenadiers but also
missed the draft to Hong Kong because of a broken leg which occurred
a day before the departure. His letters home indicated how devastated he
was. Consequently, he wrote his brother asking him to “claim” him,
which he did. Len finally got overseas, joining his brother in the Lake
Superior Regiment. He had the opportunity to stay in Canada and
instruct in Signals, but that was too tame for him.

In Len’s time, young men and women grew up fast and had to, some with
no teenage life and some with no opportunity to have or raise their
children. Perhaps this generation will take heed of the past and take heart
in the future as freedom is not a right, but a privilege that from time to
time may have to be defended.

These are some excepts from a few of his letters home:

¢ I'm in training for boxing now. We have a boxing school and we will
train until January 15 and then we will go into the ring if we are good
enough. We will get a chance to go to Vancouver. That will be for the
whole Pacific Command. I'm classed in the lightweight. Tonight was
our first practice and we were given a few pointers. I had the gloves on
with our Regimental Sergeant Major who weighs about 210 pounds.
He seems to think he can make boxers out of us. So tell Melvin he
better practise because he is going to box with the champ of the Pacific
Command when I get home ... I hope (8 December 1942).

I was out in the country today and I picked up a poppy for you. I hope
it’s all together when you get this letter. It sure looks nice to see them
out in the fields (6 June 1943).

] got engaged, Mum. She’s a swell girl and I think the world of her.
Her name is Joyce Webster and I gave her your address and Lorraine’s.
She said she would write right away. It will be some time before we get
married. Don’t know just when yet. I'll send you a picture of her
(1 December 1943).

e The first time I’ve had Christmas without snow and they are just
playing When the Lights go on Again, All Over the World over the
wireless and it sounds pretty good. They are playing White Christmas
now. It’s sure hard to write when you get music like that (14 December
1943).

e No Mum, I don’t intend to get married for a while yet. There’s a little
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score to settle first and then if everything is okay, I’ll make up for lost
time. But I do want to get in on the big stuff first. I hope it won’t be
long now. We had a little excitement the other night. I saw planes being
shot down. It sure looked nice to see all the search lights and guns
going off (23 January 1944).

Say, can you imagine, I had a real orange the other day. It’s the first one
I’ve had since I was last at home. Boy, was it ever good. We had quite
a little noise this morning — another air raid. My knife and fork were
on the shelf and I thought they were going to walk away. It sure shook
the hut (February 1944).

Joyce was supposed to come down last Saturday, but I received a
telegram with some bad news. They were bombed last Saturday, that
was why she couldn’t make it. Thank Heavens there was no one hurt.
I don’t know yet just how bad it was (21 February 1944).

Did Joyce tell you about the mess they made of their place, also Alice’s
and they just got through fixing it up from the last one. It cracked the
walls, knocked the ceiling down and knocked doors off their hinges. It
was quite a mess. The bombs landed just about a block away. One in
front and two at the back, so there was quite a terrific blast (5 March
1944).

I was at Joyce’s in London when the warning went off. We were out
front watching it when all of a sudden, a big flash and dust and smoke
and everything seemed to go up. Another bomb landed about five
blocks away, but it didn’t do any damage this time. It didn’t take long
to get in the dugout. We were in them about four nights. It was only
for an hour or so. I was just wondering how they were last night as
there was quite a raid on (25 March 1944).

Well, it’s near the end of the paper, isn’t it? I wish you folks wouldn’t
worry because old E. J. [his older brother] and I are keeping our heads
down. I mean down. So please don’t worry. That’s all for now; I'll
drop a line again soon. Cheerio for now, lots of love, Len(30 June 1944).

This was the last letter received from him. His older brother later

wrote to a younger brother from the Canadian Field Hospital:
They are going to give me a reboard. I don’t think I will be in the fight
again. It sure is no joke. I had a letter from Mum today; she sure is
taking it hard. We might as well look on the bright side of things. As
Len and I said, if either one of us got it first, we would want it quick and
I am going to tell you how Len got his. His head was shot away, he never
knew what hit him. That’s a lot better than lying in hospital suffering
then kick the bucket. His pal in the same carrier got the same. But don’t
tell the folks at home, because I think they have suffered enough.

I will say I'm very fortunate to be here in one piece, but I know how you
felt at the time. I’ve seen it all and all I want to see now is Canada where
I can have my own home and not bother anybody. Those paratroopers
are a tough outfit. That is one outfit I sure wouldn’t want to be in, but
you are your own boss now (28 December 1944).
Burr Lake (62 N/14), southeast of Swan River was named after
Private Burr in 1966 and Burr Island (63 N/2) in Hutchinson Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Burt-Gerrans, Pilot Officer Harold F. of Winnipeg (J 16744). No.
422 Squadron. He died 19 December 1942 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of James T. and Nellie C. Burt-Gerrans and was
survived by his wife Magdalene Burt-Gerrans of Winnipeg.
Burt-Gerrans Lake (53 M/11), northeast of Ransom Lake was
named after him in 1996.

Burton, Private Arthur W. of Napinka (H 18162). Royal Hamilton
Light Infantry. He died 20 February 1945 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of Charles and Mary Burton of Napinka.
Burton Point (64 N/16) in Goose Lake was named after him in 1995.

Burton Aircraftman 1 Frank E. of Eden (R 165509). Royal
Canadian Air Force. He died 12 December 1942 at the age of 19
and is commemorated at Gander Cemetery in Newfoundland. A
survivor of the ill-fated SS Caribou, he was killed in the fire that
later swept through the Knights of Columbus hostel in St. John’s,
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Newfoundland. He was the son of James and
Clara L. Burton of Eden. His sister recalls (18
October 2001):

After completing his education at Glenholm District
school, he worked on his father’s farm, later going
on the harvesting trips in various places and lastly,
in the bush camps in Ontario in winter. He enlisted
in the RCAF at Toronto, having trained at Galt and
St. Thomas, Ontario. One of his sisters visited his
gravesite in August, 1995 and saw his name on the monument which was
dedicated to the memory of the 99 servicemen and women who lost their
lives in that fire.

Burton Peninsula (64 O/16) in the Townsend River was named
after him in 1987.

Burton, Captain Lloyd G. of Portage la Prairie. Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 17 September 1944 at the age of
24 and is commemorated at Coriano Ridge War Cemetery in Italy.
He was the eldest son of Frank and Eugenie V. Burton of Portage la
Prairie and was survived by his wife Avril M. Burton (née Black) of
London, England. According to a contemporary newspaper
account (n.d.):
On leaving Royal Military College, he joined the Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry and proceeded overseas in October, 1940. He
was through the Sicilian campaign and has served throughout the Italian
campaign. Captain Burton was an active member of St. Mary’s Anglican
church and took a leading part in Scouts. He was married on November
15, 1941 to Miss Avril Marie Black ... who survives him and is at present
in New York City.

Burton Bay (63 P/15) in Goose Hunting Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Burton, Flight Sergeant William H. of Winnipeg (R 162245). No.
434 Squadron. He died 22 October 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Hanover War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of George and Eleanor Burton and was survived by his wife
Dorothy B. Burton of Stratford-upon-Avon. Burton Rapids
(64 P/14) in the Roberts River was named after him in 1995.

Busch, Rifleman Christian of Brandon
(H 41411). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died
7 September 1945 at the age of 36 and is
commemorated at Brandon Cemetery. He was
survived by his wife Annie Busch of Brandon
and their children. Busch Lake (54 D/15),
south of Myre Lake was named after him in
1996.

Bushell, Lieutenant Andrew F. of Portage la
Prairie (CDN 134). Royal Norfolk Regiment.
He died 8 August 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Bayeux War Cemetery,
Calvados, France. He was the son of Harold L.
V. and Annie M. Bushell of Portage la Prairie
and was survived by his fiancée Eleanor
Osborne of Portage la Prairie. Believed to have
been the youngest lieutenant in the British army
at the time, he had been studying medicine at the University of
Manitoba when he enlisted in 1942. In a letter to his father,
Lieutenant Colonel 1. H. Freeland wrote (n.d.):
It is with great regret that I write to you to tell you about the death in
action of your son. The battalion fought a very fierce battle on 7th and
8th August, and it was during the heaviest of the German counter-attacks
about 9:30 AM on the 8th, that your son was killed. He was commanding

the leading platoon in his company, which took the brunt of the attack by
infantry and tanks, and for a brief period the enemy penetrated the



position. It was during this dangerous moment that your son was killed
encouraging his men to the last. If your son’s company had not stood
firm, the battalion might well have been over-run. A finer death in battle
has never taken place.

During the few months that your son had been with me he had made
himself both a first class officer and one of the most popular officers in the
battalion. His men loved him and will speak of his qualities for a long time
to come. We have all lost a personal friend and the regiment a fine officer.

A year later, Lieutenant Bushell’s father received a letter from his

son’s “batman:”

Dear Sir: I am writing to you in regards to Lt. Andrew Frazer Bushell. 1
wrote the War Department there requesting information of the
whereabouts of the Lieutenant’s family. I received your address in reply.
I am in the US Armys; at the time I am in the O’Reilly General Hospital
here at home. I have some pictures and the Lieutenant’s billfold that I
[had] taken from a German Officer. I hate to destroy these pictures as I
thought maybe you would want them. I would have wrote sooner, but I
have been laid up with a wound and just didn’t take time to do so. I am
enclosing a picture of a girl that I take to be the Lieutenant’s wife. I have
several more and will send them to you or his wife if you are the right
people. I understand that the Lieutenant was killed while serving his
country. I want to express my sympathy. I guess I was one of the more
fortunate ones. I nearly lost an arm, but it is turning out in nice shape
thanks to our wonderful doctors. My home address is Corporal Edward
L. Chadick, 1310 Boonville Avenue, Springfield, Missouri. I do hope to
hear from you in the near future (29 June 1946).

Mr. Bushell confirmed that his was the right family and sent
Corporal Chadick a money order for his trouble. The letter drew

this response:

Dear Friend: I guess you think I forgot you. I haven’t. I have been on
the road ever since I received your letter. I am awfully sorry about the
delay in sending the things that I wrote you about. But I am sending them
today. Also I am sending you the money order back. I couldn’t live with
myself if I accepted it and used it for this purpose. You don’t know just
how happy it makes me to be able to do this. I am sorry that I did not get
the watch and other things. I would have sent them too. I believe that
you wanted to know how I came to have these things. I had a German
Lieutenant and nine of his men cornered in a farm house. I killed the
Lieutenant and two of his men. When it was over, I picked up the
Lieutenant’s map case and belt and put it in the tank. Ifound all this stuff
in the map case. I sent it home and when I arrived here, I decided to try
and find you so that I could send Andy’s things to you. It isn’t much, but
I know that you will treasure them highly.

You asked if I thought that this war would end wars. Frankly, I don’t. In
fact, this one isn’t over yet. I hate to think that we will have to go to war
again, but it looks like we will. You spoke about my arm. It is really
nothing when you see so many that are worse than yourself. I feel that I
am the luckiest fellow on earth to get back in as good a shape as I have.
I was wounded on October 27, 1944 by enemy shell fire. I received a
shrapnel wound in the upper part of my left arm. It shattered the bone
and cut all the nerves and muscles. I lost about two inches of bone and
it went back together in pretty bad shape. Also the nerves failed to
respond after they were put back together. I have had three operations.
The last was a tendon transplant. The doctors say that in about 15 years,
the arm will be about one-quarter as strong as it ever was. But I still feel
like I am real lucky. Once again I want to say how sorry I am that I am
so late in sending the things. I do hope you will forgive me. I would
really love to meet you and your family and Miss Eleanor. Maybe
someday I can. Iknow by your letter that I could not meet a finer family
of people. Well I will close for now. Hoping to hear from you soon. Tell
your family “hello” for me and also Eleanor. I do hope the things get
through OK. I am enclosing a picture of myself. It isn’t a recent one. It
is one that was taken just before I left for overseas duty. I haven’t any
recent ones as I have no camera now and can’t buy one here. I lost mine
on the invasion of France. Well, so long for now; please answer when
you can. Very sincerely, Eddie (29 July 1946).

Bushell Lake (64 K/13), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named

after Lieutenant Bushell in 1972.

Buss, Trooper Herman of Morris (H 100845). Lord Strathcona’s
Horse. He died 24 May 1944 at the age of 21 and is commemorated

at the Cassino War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Mr. and
Mrs. E. Buss of St. Vital. His brother was only three miles away at
the time, serving with the 3rd Field Regiment, 1st Division. He
composed a poem (1982) which reads in part:

In memory to our Brothers all,

Who paid a price beyond recall;

We bow our heads, in peace we pray,
While crosses guard where comrades lay.

Buss Lake (52 L/11), west of Black Lake was named after him in
1982.

Butcher, Private Frederick J. of Ninette
(H 65074). Royal Canadian Army Service
Corps. He died 3 December 1943 at the age of
20 and is commemorated at Agira Canadian
War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of
Thomas and Cora A. Butcher of Ninette and
was survived by his fiancée Betty Smith of
London, England. According to his niece
(3 February 1995):

My Dad remembers his brother Fred as being quite the character, a
person who had a good sense of humour, was outgoing and always ready
to lend a hand. Growing up on the farm meant there was a lot of hard
work, but it was not all work and no play. One of the things they used to
do was to race over the prairies on two horses each, one foot on each
horse and away they’d go. Although Fred has been gone these fifty
years, he is not forgotten. It makes us happy to know that there’s a lake
named in his honour, to honour his life which he gave to his country.

Butcher Lake (64 N/6), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Butcher, Pilot Officer Frederick Lloyd of Birtle (J 44112). No. 5
Bombing and Gunnery School, RCAF. He died 24 May 1944 at the
age of 24 and is commemorated at Birtle Cemetery. He was the son
of Frederick and Elsie M. Butcher of Solsgirth and was survived by
his wife Helen Butcher of Solsgirth, Manitoba. Butcher Island
(63 H/9) in Gunisao Lake was named after him in 1989.

Butcher, Sergeant Joseph G. of Carman (R 59269). Royal
Canadian Air Force. He died 25 February 1941 at the age of 25 and
is commemorated at Greenwood Cemetery in Carman. He was the
son of Francis J. and Frederica I. Butcher of Carman. Butcher Bay
(64 O/8) in Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1995.

Butler, Sergeant Earl N. of Dauphin (H 200099). 1st Canadian
Special Services Battalion. He died 9 February 1944 at the age of
29 and is commemorated at Beach Head War Cemetery, Anzio,
Italy. He was the son of Thomas C. and Minie M. Butler of
Kamsack, Saskatchewan. Butler Lake (63 K/16), west of Wekusko
Lake was named after him in 1973.

Butler, Flight Lieutenant George E. C. of Winnipeg (J 13114). No.
4 Squadron. He died 14 November 1944 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at the Ottawa Memorial. He was the son of Charles
E. and Vera Butler and was survived by his wife Dorothy T. Butler
of Winnipeg. Butler Island (64 F/7) in Wells Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Butt, Private Konrad of Winnipeg (H 18559).
Cape Breton Highlanders. He died 1 May 1945
at the age of 20 and is commemorated at the
Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He
was the son of Konrad and Anna Butt of
Winnipeg. Butt Lake (64 1/15), northeast of
North Knife Lake was named after him in 1974.
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Butterworth, Trooper Fred of Winnipeg (H 9540). Fort Garry
Horse. He died 13 April 1945 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland.
He was the son of Fred and Doris Butterworth of Winnipeg.
Butterworth Lake (64 N/12), southwest of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Button, Stoker 1 Edmund A. of West Kildonan (V 46458). Motor
Torpedo Boat 460. He died 3 July 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He was the son of
Edward J. and Lillian Button of Winnipeg. Butfon Lake (52 M/13),
north of Vickers Lake was named after him in 1979.

Byers, Flight Sergeant Charles Ross of
Winnipeg (R 127557). No. 547 Squadron. He
died 18 August 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Charles W.
and Winifred B. Byers of Weston, Ontario.

“He was a first-class navigator, enthusiastic about
his work, and full of the right offensive spirit,” said
the young man’s commanding officer in a letter to
his parents. “We all liked him immensely, and we
can ill afford his loss.” Sergeant-Observer Byers graduated from Weston
Collegiate Institute, later being employed in the Aircraft Division,
National Steel Car Company, Malton (The Globe and Mail 22 September
1943).

Byers Bay (64 P/3) in Naelin Lake was named after him in 1995.

Byers, Flight Lieutenant Harold N. of Souris (J 13485). No. 440
Squadron. He died 23 January 1945 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Nederweert War Cemetery in Holland. He was
survived by his wife Frances M. Byers of Vancouver. In an account

of the action which resulted in his death, Pilot Officer N. Hughes

wrote:
I was flying Red 4 on a dive-bombing mission on the village of
Dremmen. A considerable amount of flak was encountered over the
target. Red 3 (Flight Lieutenant H. N. Byers) was first in on target. At
6000 feet during the dive his aircraft was enveloped in black smoke. I
believe his bombs were away before this happened. His aircraft came out
of the dive and began to climb straight ahead. All this time his aircraft
was on fire. Between 8000-9000 feet the tail fell off and the remainder
cartwheeled into the ground behind German lines. No parachute was
seen. I completed my bombing and returned to base (n.d.).

Flight Lieutenant Byers’ Commanding Officer, Squadron Leader H.
0. Gooding offered the following (n.d.):
Despite the short space of time Flight Lieutenant Byers was with my
squadron, he became admired and respected by both his fellow pilots and
our groundcrew and he made many friends.

Byers Lake (64 ]/16), north of Tadoule Lake was named after him
in 1975.

Byers, Pilot Officer Vernon W. of Flin Flon (J 17474). No. 617
(Dam Buster) Squadron. His target was the Sorpe Dam; the
Squadron lost 53 men on this mission. See Glinz, Flying Officer
Harvey S. for additional information on the sole mission for which
this squadron was created. He died 17 May 1943 at the age of 32
and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Frank and Ruby J. Byers of Codette,
Saskatchewan. Byers Bay (73 P/11) in Trout Lake, Saskatchewan
was named after him in 1968.

Bynski, Private Charles of Molson (H 82143). Lake Superior
Regiment. He died 27 April 1945 and is commemorated at the
Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. Bynski Lake (64 F/6),
northwest of Wells Lake was named after him in 1994.

Entry of the 2nd Canadian Infantry Division into Dieppe 3 September 1944.
Courtesy of the National Archives of Canada (PA-131233).
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Cadzow, Private James of Winnipeg (H 9676). Algonquin
Regiment.. He died 3 March 1945 at the age of 31 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was one of the four sons of Catherine Cadzow of
Winnipeg. Cadzow Island (63 K/16) in Loonhead Lake was named
after him in 1973.

Calder, Private Clifford A. of Treherne
(H 65991). Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. He died 9 October 1943 at the age of
23 and is commemorated at Bari War Cemetery
in Italy. He was the son of William and Blanche
Calder of Portage la Prairie and was survived by
his wife Myrtle Calder of Winnipeg. Calder
Island (64 C/8) in Granville Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Calder, Lance Corporal George John of Swan
Lake (H 37865). Royal Canadian Army Service
Corps. He died 30 July 1942 at the age of 27
and is commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son
of George and Elspeth Calder of Swan Lake and
was survived by his wife Germaine Calder.
Calder Creek (64 1/9), which flows east into
North Knife River was named after him in 1974.

Calder, Pilot Officer Robert G. of Winnipeg (J 19340). No. 1666
Heavy Conversion Unit, RCAF. He died 3 March 1944 at the age
of 26 and is commemorated at Morningside Cemetery in
Edinburgh, Scotland. He was the son of George H. and Nora P.
Calder and was survived by his wife Elizabeth M. F. Calder of
Edinburgh. Calder Lake (64 O/6), south of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1961.

Caldwell, Flight Sergeant Andrew Glenn of Reston (R 281867).
No. 429 Squadron. He died 6 March 1945 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Alexander C. and Sarah A. Caldwell of
Reston, Manitoba. Caldwell Bay (64 1/3) in North Knife Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Caldwell, Flight Lieutenant Ian M. of Winnipeg (J 4888). No. 41
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 31 July 1944 at the age
of 28 and is commemorated at Blacon Cemetery in Cheshire,
England. He was the son of Colin and Ethel Caldwell of Winnipeg.
Caldwell Lake (64 A/10), north of Waskaiowaka Lake was named
after him in 1950.

Caldwell, Flight Sergeant Wilson G. of Carberry (R 8575). No. 102
Squadron. He died 16 December 1941 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England. He
was the son of Benjamin W. and Mary 1. Caldwell of Carberry.
Caldwell Island (53 K/13) in Gods Lake was named after him in 1995.

Callan, Flight Sergeant Morris K. of Winnipeg (R 90563). No.
102 Squadron. He died 10 November 1942 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Texel (Den Burg) Cemetery, Holland. A local
resident wrote (30 May 1995):
On 10-11 ‘42 is crashed close to my village. The Halifax DT539 DY_A
with a crew of 8 man. The following day, I was a boy of 4 years old,
witness of the wreckage and I’ve never forgot this. I’'m retired now and
after 43 years fishing I can spend more time to the research of this crash
and other details of the air war 1939 - 1945. On the Commonwealth
Cemetery on Texel are buried 168 mostly airmen. I've found 28

Commonwealth, four US and four German crash locations on and near
our island in the sea. So washed ashore many times airmen on the
beaches. I try to recover the stories of these airmen before she crashed
and collect a lot of information.

Callan Island (54 D/6) in Stephens Lake was named after him in
1982.

Callan, Lieutenant William Edward of
Winnipeg (O 11250). HMCS Shawinigan. The
Shawinigan was torpedoed and sunk by U-1228
while on independent anti-submarine patrol in
the Cabot Strait; all hands were lost.
Lieutenant Callan died 24 November 1944 at
the age of 30 and is commemorated at the
Halifax Memorial. He was the son of William
and Minnie A. Callan of Winnipeg. A local
newspaper reported that:

Lieutenant Callan has been on active service on the Pacific and Atlantic
for the last four and a half years. He was born in Winnipeg and attended
Lord Roberts and Kelvin schools, also Success Business College and the
Angus School of Commerce. Prior to enlistment, he was employed as a
bookkeeper by Neaman’s Fur Company. Besides his mother, he has a
sister, Reta, at home (The Winnipeg Tribune 7 December 1944).

Callan Lake (54 B/2), northeast of Shamattawa was named after
him in 1964.

Calmain, Sergeant William H. of Winnipeg (H
42206). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 16
August 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at  Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery, France. He was the
son of William K. and Ida M. Calmain of
Winnipeg. Calmain Lake (63 J/13), north of
‘Wekusko Lake was named after him in 1972.

Camelon, Private Wilmer of Winnipeg (H 16455). Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 22 July 1943 and is commemorated
at Agira Canadian War Cemetery in Italy. Camelon Lake (64 N/5),
southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Cameron, Flying Officer Clare R. of Roland (J 29338). No. 550
Squadron. He died 30 August 1944 at the age of 30 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Arthur and Anne Cameron and was survived by
his wife Doris E. Cameron. Cameron Rapids (64 N/6) in the
Thlewiaza River was named after him in 1995.

Cameron, Sergeant Donald A. of Winnipeg (R 119790). No. 7 Air
Observer School. He died 9 October 1942 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of Howard S. and Bessie Cameron of Winnipeg. Cameron
Island (64 H/4) in Gauer Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cameron, Flying Officer Douglas N. of
Winnipeg (J 26595). No. 640 Squadron. He
died 17 June 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Herwen-en-Aerdt
(Tolkamer) General Cemetery, Holland. He
was the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. N. Cameron
and was survived by his wife Denise M.
Cameron of Whitton, Middlesex. His friend
Murray Peden, DFC writes of hearing the news of
his death:

I lost another good friend a day or two after we got back, the night of
June 16-17. Doug Cameron ... had been the pilot of a Halifax of 640
Squadron which took off from Leconfield the night of June 16th to carry
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out a bombing attack on the oil plant at Sterkrade, a suburb of Essen. On
the return journey his Halifax was shot down at Spijk, near Lobith,
Holland, and the entire crew killed. Doug had been a friend and
classmate of mine at Gordon Bell, and had chummed around with me and
Rod Dunphy. It had been Doug who had urged me to look up his
attractive former date, Joyce Wright when I left McLeod to go to
Edmonton ITS; and when, on my embarkation leave, I had gone to visit
the family in Portage la Prairie, Doug Cameron had been the last man to
shake my hand as I was leaving town (Peden 1988).

Cameron Hill (64 1/11), north of Quinn Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Cameron, Pilot Officer Jack B. of Waskada
(J 19735). No. 408 Squadron. He died 14
January 1944 on his second mission. He was 27
years of age and is commemorated at the
Hanover War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the third of the four children of Wesley T. and
Jennie A. Cameron (née Hunter) of Waskada.
His brother’s daughter-in-law writes
(24 November 1996):

Jack grew up on a farm in the Addington district, five miles east of
Waskada at Cranmer Siding. Jack was raised in the Presbyterian faith
and attended school at Addington School. During the depression years,
he and his older brother Keith “rode the rails” to Vancouver Island where
they found employment in the logging industry. Jack was reputed to be
a handsome young man who had yet to marry.

Jack Cameron Lake (54 E/5), northeast of Embleton Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Cameron, Sergeant Laurence H. of Shoal Lake (R 59243). Royal
Canadian Air Force. He died 20 July 1945 at the age of 48 and is
commemorated at Shoal Lake Cemetery, Manitoba. He was the son
of George and Margaret Cameron of Regina and was survived by
his wife Anne B. Cameron of Shoal Lake. Cameron Creek
(64 A/6), southeast of White Stone Lake was named after him in
1995.

Cameron, Private Robert of Winnipeg (H 3814). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 20 December 1944 at the age of 34
and is commemorated at Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of Duncan and Jessie Cameron. Cameron
Peninsula (53 1/2) in Island Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cameron, Flying Officer William P. of
Winnipeg (J 21453). No. 625 Squadron. He
died 20 October 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Henry and
May Cameron of Winnipeg. His brother writes
(14 November 2001):

Bill worked hard and played hard. He loved life

and did his best to support our needy family as long
as he lived — which was only 20 years. “Willy,” as

he signed his letters, loved flying and couldn’t wait to get into action. He

spoke highly of all his crew and they apparently were a closely knit group.

For example, at a meeting of the crew, they all agreed to volunteer for the

Pathfinders, knowing that after 45 missions they could come home.

Cameron River (64 P/10), which flows east into Caribou River was
named after him in 1974.

Campbell, Leading Aircraftman Allan R. of
Winnipeg (R 59932). No. 11 Service Flying
Training School. He died 10 January 1943 at
the age of 19 and is commemorated at
Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was
survived by his mother Pearl B. McLean of
Winnipeg. Campbell Point (64 H/4) in Gauer
Lake was named after him in 1995.
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Campbell, Corporal Duncan of Winnipeg (H
20481). Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.
He died 20 July 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at  Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery, France. He was the
son of Murdo and Dolina Campbell of
Winnipeg. His brother recalls (24 January
2002):

The last time I saw Duncan was when we went on leave together to
Scotland in 1943. We travelled to the Isle of Lewis where our parents
were born. We were greeted by our relatives and had a wonderful
holiday. 1 was serving in Italy when I received my father’s letter,
informing me that Duncan had been killed in action on July 20, 1944. He
wrote: “I guess we have to try and take this terrible loss the best we can.
It’s going to be hard.”

Campbell Esker (64 G/15) which starts south of Sandberg Lake and
runs northeast to the southwest shore of Chipewyan Lake was
named after him in 1989.

Campbell, Flight Sergeant Frederick A. of Gilbert Plains
(R 123725). No. 100 Squadron, King’s Commendation for
Valuable Services in the Air. He died 31 August 1943 at the age of
23 and is commemorated at Rheinberg War Cemetery in Germany.
He was the son of John R. and Dorothy M. Campbell of Victoria,
British Columbia and the brother of Private Glen R. Campbell (next
entry). Campbell Rapids (64 O/15) on an unnamed river which
flows southwest into Kapusta Lake was named after him in 1995.

Campbell, Private Glen R. of Gilbert Plains (B 143536). Hastings
and Prince Edward Regiment. He died 15 September 1944 and is
commemorated at Coriano Ridge War Cemetery in Italy. He was
the son of John R. and Dorothy M. Campbell of Victoria, British
Columbia and the brother of Flight Sergeant Frederick A. Campbell
(previous entry). Glen Campbell Hill (64 O/15), north of Blevins
Lake was named after him in 1996.

Campbell, Private Howard K. of Winnipeg (L 1403). Royal

Canadian Army Service Corps. He died 17 February 1945 and is
commemorated at Salerno War Cemetery, Italy. Howard Campbell
Lake (64 C/12), northwest of Craig Lake was named after him in
1995.

Campbell, Engine Room Artificer 4 James of
Winnipeg (V 50107). HMCS Shawinigan. The
Shawinigan was torpedoed and sunk by U-1228
while on independent anti-submarine patrol in
the Cabot Strait; all hands were lost. ERA
Campbell died 24 November 1944 at the age of
23 and is commemorated at the Halifax
Memorial. He was the son of Robert and
Catherine Campbell and was survived by his
wife Eileen E. Campbell (née Todd) of Winnipeg. A local
newspaper reported that:
ERA Campbell enlisted in February, 1942, and served 15 months as
instructor at Royal Canadian Naval College, Victoria, BC. After serving
three months in Ottawa under the director of naval engineering, he was
later transferred to the Shawinigan. Artificer Campbell was educated at
Principal Sparling and Daniel Mclntyre schools and prior to his
enlistment was employed as a draftsman for the Dominion Bridge
Company. His wife is the former Eileen Elizabeth Todd. A brother, LAC
Donald, is an instructor with the RCAF at St. Thomas. His parents ... and
two sisters, Rosalind and Ethel, reside at 1568 Erin Street. Two other
sisters, Mrs. W. Simmons and Mrs. George Owens, are both of Winnipeg
(The Winnipeg Tribune 7 December 1944).



Two months before his death, he wrote a letter to his sister Mrs.

Ruby Owens and her husband George:
Hello Ruby, George and “Nippers:” It’s nice and quiet down in the mess
tonight — only another fellow and myself — the others are all ashore. I’ve
been writing letters all day, so I thought it would be a good time to drop
you a few lines. First of all, I had better ask how you are. Seems from
the last few letters I received from home, misfortune has been dogging
your footsteps. Gee, I hope by the time this letter reaches you that things
are cleared up somewhat. What were you trying to do George, play
Superman? It’s a bird, it’s a plane — it’s Owens. Getting kinda old to go
throwing yourself around that way aren’t you?
All kidding aside though, I hope by the time that this letter reaches you,
it finds you all in better shape. How’s the sciatica Rube? I guess if it’s
not one thing it’s another. How are the kiddies keeping? I guess Heather
and Donnie are quite a size by now. Heather should be just about ready
for school in a little while shouldn’t she? What a relief, eh? Free from
mischief from 9 to 4 — Gee, if I'm not careful, I'll be getting a blast from
you, won’t I?
I guess Mom told you we were down in Bermuda a while back. Give me
Canada any time. Cold in winter, warm in summer. Course, can’t kick,
had a trip into New York a while back, though never got the chance to get
around and see much of it. If we get back there again, I'm going to try
and get a good look at it — but there’s not many bars I missed on Staten
Island. If you want to see God’s forsaken country though, you have to go
to Newfoundland. That’s the best place yet that I ever laid eyes upon that
could murder the King’s English so much and still get away [with] it. I
could scarcely credit my ears, but you’ll get used to it.
Have you seen anything of Eileen lately? She said she was going up to
see how George was. By Golly, it’s certainly a long time since you last
received a letter from me. I forgot your address so you’ll receive this
letter c/o Mr. and Mrs. R. Campbell. I haven’t a heck of a lot of news to
tell you Ruby. Had a little excitement to break the monotony, but there
again I’'m censored. No use giving the censor an overtime job with his
scissors. How’s Flo keeping? Going to drop her a line tonight too. So
long for now all, keep well will you, look after yourself too. Give my
best to Heather, DJ and what the little tykes name. So long for now, Jim
(24 September 1944).

His brother adds (16 November 2001): “His parents and siblings
were devastated by the horror of the war so close to our shores and
never really came to terms with such a devastating family tragedy.
Rest in Peace, Jimmy.” Campbell Hill (64 N/1), northwest of
Minuhik Lake was named after him in 1989.

Campbell, Private James A. of Teulon
(M 17345). Seaforth Highlanders of Canada.
He died 16 September 1944 and is
commemorated at Coriano Ridge War
Cemetery in Italy. He was one of the two
children of William and Alice Campbell of
Teulon and was survived by his wife
Helene Campbell. According to his brother
(8 December 1995):

Jim was born in Teulon, Manitoba, then our parents moved to
Saskatchewan. He went to school there and eventually became a teacher.
After a few months of teaching, he found it wasn’t to his liking. He took
further education and became a chemist. He did some work in England
with the army as a chemist, but went overseas as a fighting man with his
unit. He was very athletic and enjoyed working in gymnastics. He
joined the service in Alberta and went overseas from there.

James Campbell Bay (54 D/15) in Strobus Lake was named after
him in 1996.

Campbell, Pilot Officer J. Duncan of
Winnipeg (J 94333). No. 426 Squadron. He
died 9 February 1945 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Harrogate (Stonefall)
Cemetery Yorkshire, England. He was the son
of Norman L. and M. Goldie Campbell of
Winnipeg. His sister writes (11 February
2004):

We grew up in Winnipeg, went to Earl Grey School and Kelvin Technical
High School. In his teens, Duncan was very interested in rowing,
swimming, diving and acrobatics.

When we were in our teens, he would ride his bike over to the icebreaker
on the Iron Bridge over the Red River going to Elm Park to swim and
dive. He and three of his friends also discovered the Winnipeg Rowing
Club and started to row one of the rowing shells there. When we came
home from school he would come into the house, go into the living room,
do a hand stand on the arms of a chair, lower himself so his head was in
the seat of the chair and then do a back flip onto the floor.

He joined the RCAF in June of 1943 and took his training as a Flight
Engineer at St. Thomas, Ontario. He went overseas in June of 1944 and
was assigned to the 426 Squadron in October or November of that same
year. He died [the following] February. The plane he was in crashed just
after take off with a full bomb load and the pilot and two others were
thrown clear and lived; the [rest] of the crew was killed.

My husband Ralph and I visited his grave in Stonefall Cemetery in
Harrogate, Yorkshire in 1981. The Harrogate veterans of the First World
War were each assigned a grave to care for. We were blessed with the
people Mr. and Mrs. Harman, who cared for Duncan’s grave. Each grave
has a lovely red rose bush in front of it. Mr. and Mrs. Harman were very
faithful in caring for it and keeping in touch with my parents and also
with me. We met with Catherine and her husband when we were there
in 1981 and enjoyed a visit with them. We don’t know if anyone has
been assigned to care for it now because Catherine died several years ago.

Duncan Campbell Lake (53 M/8), west of Swampy Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Campbell, Pilot Officer James D. of Austin (J 95169). No. 199
Squadron. He died 16 September 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Lorne D. and Mary E. Campbell (née Johnson)
of Austin, Manitoba. Campbell Peninsula (64 K/10) in Maria Lake
was named after him in 1986.

Campbell, Private John of Plumas (H 98137). Essex Scottish
Regiment. He died 29 October 1943 at the age of 48 and is
commemorated at Plumas Cemetery in Manitoba. He was survived
by his sister Mrs. Isabelle Brown. John Campbell Lake (64 P/8),
east of Caribou Lake was named after him in 1995.

Campbell, Sergeant John G. of Winnipeg (R/95404). No. 22
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 13 February 1943 at the
age of 23 and is commemorated at Stratford-upon-Avon Cemetery
in Warwickshire, England. He was the son of Gilbert and Mary
Campbell and was survived by his wife Helen Campbell of
Winnipeg. Campbell Narrows (63 1/6) in Butterfly Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Campbell, Private John L. of Winnipeg (H 4051). Royal
Canadian Army Service Corps. He died 4 September 1940 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. John Campbell Island (64 J/5) in Sprott Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Campbell, Pilot Officer John T. of The Pas (J 15888). No. 405
Squadron. He died 1 October 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Kiel War Cemetery in Germany. He was the
son of John A. and Elsie M. Campbell of The Pas. John Campbell
Bay (53 F/13) in Angling Lake was named after him in 1995.

Campbell, Private Joseph W. of Holland, Manitoba (H 1418).
Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders. He died 24 October 1944 at
the age of 21 and is commemorated at Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian
War Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of Lloyd J. and Ada L.
Campbell. According to his brother (21 March 1996):
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Joseph Wilfred Campbell was born and educated in
the Town of Holland. He was raised on the
family farm and one of his favourite things was
working and playing with the horses. His favourite
sport was curling. He had two older brothers
Robert and Glen and one younger brother Raymond
and one younger sister Winnifred. He had a great
personality and was a joy to be with.

| His step-brother adds (31 December 2001):

He enlisted with the PPCLI in 1942, trained at Fort Garry and Shilo and
was later attached to the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders, going
overseas with that unit. He was part of the Normandy invasion and was
wounded early in the fall. You might say: Born in Holland (Canada), died
in Holland (Netherlands).

Due to my mother dying at an early age, I was taken in and raised by Joe’s
mother and dad and family at age three. They say I took his place at the
dinner table — Joe had enlisted by that time. Joe was a happy person,
always smiling or laughing. He was a farm boy, loved horses and enjoyed
curling in winter time. He was a favourite of the girls at dances.

Joseph Campbell Lake (53 N/15), northeast of Whitefish Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Campbell, Pilot Officer Ronald B. of
Winnipeg (J 3746). Royal Canadian Air Force.
He died 15 June 1941 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Bone War Cemetery in
Y. Algeria. He was the son of Neil and Doris
; i Campbell of Toronto. Campbell River (64 O/2),
: which flows southeast into Brownstone Lake
: 5 g was named after him in 1995.
Campbell, Lance Corporal Samuel of St. Vital (H 35434). South
Saskatchewan Regiment. He died 19 August 1942 and is
commemorated at Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery, France. He
was survived by his wife Martha Campbell. Campbell Falls
(64 B/8) on an unnamed river which drains Pakwaw Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Al Campbell, Flight Lieutenant William G. of
Strathclair. No. 428 Squadron, Commendation
for Valuable Service.

This officer is employed as a Staft Pilot in No. 6
(O) AFU which appointment he has held since June
1943. He is a most reliable pilot and an excellent
officer. His energy and dogged persistence in his
flying duties are an inspiration to other pilots; he
is a pillar of strength to his Commanding Officer
(1 January 1945).

He died 30 April 1945 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
Blacon Cemetery in Cheshire, England. He had been with the Air
Force for five years and flown a great number of missions. He and
his crew were killed on what was to be their last mission, a week
before the war in Europe ended. He was survived by his parents
John M. and Katherine E. Campbell of Strathclair and by his sister
Louise, also of Strathclair. After his last leave at home, his mother
wrote in her diary:
This was Billie’s last day with us. His leave was so short this time. He
and Don spent the morning going around town talking to old friends. It’s
turned very cold — 40 below. Dad took us to the train in the cutter in the
afternoon. Billie looked so handsome and grown up in his uniform. He
shook hands with Don and Dad. I held my boy and we said goodbye
again. His eyes. My little boy. My darling boy (10 January 1943).

Fifty-four years later, his nephew received a request for information
from a Sandon, Staffordshire resident who explained (n.d.):

When we moved into Sandon House (wife Kathy, daughters Sarah and
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Kate and son James) some 21 years ago, I found whilst clearing out the
stables a tube with a bright orange box kite inside which thank goodness
I kept through curiosity. Some years later, the previous occupant of the
house called by who explained that it was from the Lancaster that had
crashed in the village. He was Doctor Bocking, one of the first on the
scene and did his best to help the men, but sadly to no avail. I spoke to
people in the village and most were surprised that very little was known
of these chaps who had laid down their lives for us so close to the end of
the war.
I approached RAF Stafford who were very helpful and supplied me with
copies of photographs of the crashed plane. These had never been seen by
any non Air Force people before. I quietly went to the field, and from still
existing features located the exact place of the crash. Of course nothing
can be seen now but for the grassy field, but it was a moving experience.
After many stop/start efforts at getting information together, I handed my
file over to our local branch of the British Legion whose members
(mostly retired now!) had the time and contacts to take the search
forward. In our local church there are many memorials to local people
lost in wars and conflicts, but none to these chaps who actually died in
our midst. We have decided that the memorial stone and inscription will
be erected close to the crash site, on the roadside of the hedge, so that it
can be seen by all who pass. The site will be kept mown and tidy by
village volunteers. Would it be possible please if it is not too much
trouble to send the information and copies of photographs that you have.
We would treasure anything you send and will collate it with all the other
information that we have to make a lasting book of history. Yours
Sincerely, Donald Mitchell.
A memorial to Flight Lieutenant Campbell and his crew was
dedicated at the site of the crash (Sandon, Staffordshire) in 1999.
The ceremony included a flypast of a Lancaster and Hurricane.
Campbell Lake (64 A/11), west of Waskaiowaka Lake was named
after him in 1950.

Campbell, Flight Sergeant William W. of Winnipeg (568247). No.
230 Squadron, RAF. He enlisted in August, 1935 as a Tradesman
and later remustered to aircrew becoming a navigator (Allison
1978). He died 13 April 1944 at the age of 32 and is commemorated
at Roye New British Cemetery, France. William Campbell Point
(64 B/9) on Baldock Lake was named after him in 1995.

Camsell, Flight Sergeant Philip S. of East
Kildonan (R 134429). No. 61 Squadron. He
died 2 October 1943 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery,
Germany. He was the son of Philip S. and
Mabel Camsell and was survived by his wife
Gladys Camsell of Winnipeg. Camsell Lake
(52 L/6), east of Lac du Bonnet was named
after him in 1978.

Candline, Flight Sergeant Albert E. of Winnipeg (R 100359). No.
408 Squadron. He died 29 July 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
Candline Lake (63 H/1), northeast of Weaver Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Cantfield, Flying Officer Glen R. of Winnipeg (J 10623). No. 525
Squadron. He died 6 March 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Lisbon (St. George) British Churchyard,
Portugal. He was the son of Joseph W. and Carmen Canfield.
Canfield Lake (64 O/3), south of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1961.

Cann, Private Leslie F. of Winnipeg (H 10735). Royal Canadian
Regiment. He died 16 September 1944 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at Coriano Ridge War Cemetery in Italy. He was
the son of Joseph and Sarah Cann. Cann Lake (64 K/6), northeast
of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.



Cann, Flying Officer Robert L. of Winnipeg (J 36389). No. 432 of Winnipeg. Cant Lake (64 N/13), west of Nueltin Lake was
Squadron. He died 18 December 1944 at the age of 22 and is named after him in 1972.

commemorated at Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery, Hautot-sur-
Mer, France. He was the son of Leslie and Margaret Cann. A
family friend writes (3 September 1997):

Cantin, Flying Officer Clément F. A. of
McCreary (J 7452). No. 213 Squadron. He

... I met Robert who at the time was on leave from overseas duty. He
seemed a happy young man — blond, blue eyes, reserved and handsome
in his uniform. My husband’s aunt loved him dearly and shed many a
tear for Robert. By chance, I was at Eaton’s one day when I saw her by
an escalator weeping so uncontrollably; she had just received [the] news,
dear Bobby had been killed over Dieppe. It was a few weeks before
Christmas — his first outing.

Cann Island (64 N/9) in Nahili Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cant, Stoker 1 Daniel of Winnipeg (V 56590).
HMCS Valleyfield. The Valleyfield was
torpedoed and sunk by U-548 50 miles south of
Cape Race, Newfoundland; 125 of her ship’s
company were lost.

About thirty minutes before midnight on May 6
(1944) the Canadian frigate Valleyfield was
approaching Newfoundland with a mid-ocean group
which included [four] other Canadian [vessels]. The
ships had completed their portion of a run with a convoy from the United
Kingdom. Escort duties had been turned over to a local group some hours
before, and the men of the mid-ocean ships were already making plans
for a first night in St. John’s.

There were small icebergs scattered about the area, and radar contacts
were many and confused. None of any apparent significance had been
obtained, however, as it came time for the watches to change in
Valleyfield. The officer on the bridge had just sent down word for his
relief to be wakened when the instruments gave sudden warning of the
presence of a submarine. As the buzz of the Action Stations signal ran
through the lower decks, there came the crash of a torpedo ripping into
the port side and then a tremendous explosion. Great chunks of metal
lifted skyward, filling the air with flying splinters; there was the roar of
escaping steam, the grind of tearing metal and the crash of falling
superstructure.

The bow sloped off to starboard and dipped steeply. Within a minute or
so the forecastle was lying almost on its side. Men simply stepped off
into the water, whose temperature, taken a few minutes before, had
registered 32 degrees. As the ship, for a last moment, held precariously
together, the settling stern lifted the bow from the sea. It rose
threateningly above swimmers choking [them] with thick, nauseous oil
which filled their eyes, mouths and noses. Then it leaned away, broke off
with a rending crash and sank. The after part tilted forward, upended
vertically in its turn and remained for a long moment silhouetted in the
moonlight, rudder and screws to the sky.

It went under slowly with a vast moan of escaping air and steam, and then
a freezing silence fell over the dark sea. The voices which had made a
brave effort to farewell the ship with For She’s a Jolly Good Fellow were
no longer heard; the shouts of encouragement grew rarer as the icy water
tightened its grip on numbing limbs. Other ships of Valleyfield’s group
had been several miles ahead of her at the moment of the torpedoing and
had no knowledge of it until some time later. Giffard was the first to
return to the position but, as always, search for the enemy had to take
precedence over rescue work. As the sister frigate passed and merged
into the darkness, to be gone perhaps for hours more, some of
Valleyfield’s men gave up, let go their hold on Carley floats or wreckage
and sank from sight. When Giffard returned from an unavailing hunt, 115
officers and ratings had been lost. The Atlantic was secure for the
passage of invasion supplies, but men still had to die to keep it so (Schull
1987).

Stoker Cant died 7 May 1944 at the age of 19 and is commemorated
at the Halifax Memorial. He was the son of Robert and Janet Cant

died 9 October 1942 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Alamein Memorial in
Egypt. He was the son of Amedee and Julienne
Cantin and the brother of Flying Officer
Maurice R. Cantin and Battery Sergeant Major
Wilfred R. Cantin (next two entries). His
brother recalls (26 October 2001):

F/O Cantin had completed high school at McCreary prior to the outbreak
of war in 1939 and was working in a local garage. He joined the RCAF
in 1940 and completed his elementary flying at Portage la Prairie and
service flying on Harvards at Yorkton, Saskatchewan. [He] arrived in the
UK in November of 1941 and completed his training on Hurricanes and
Spitfires. In April of 1942, his squadron was transferred to North Africa.
Clement was looking forward to his return after the war and to attending
the University of Manitoba.

Cantin Creek (64 P/15), which flows southwest into Round Sand
Lake was named after him in 1974. Cantin Lake (53 E/6),
southwest of Island Lake was named after his mother, Mrs. Julienne
Cantin. She had ten children, all of whom served in World War II.
This is believed to be a record. She was also very involved with the
Red Cross and the Free French Movement in Canada. She was
presented with the French Legion of Honour by Count Jean de
Hautecloque, former French Ambassador to Canada as the
representative of all Canadian mothers in the liberation of France.
She was also chosen as the Silver Cross Mother in 1960 and laid the
wreath at the Cenotaph in Ottawa on Remembrance Day.

Cantin, Flying Officer Maurice R. of McCreary
(J 20214). No. 514 Squadron. He died 26
November 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War
Cemetery in Brandenburg, Germany. He was the
son of Amedee and Julienne Cantin and the brother
of Flying Officer Clement F. A. Cantin and Battery
Sergeant Major Wilfred R. Cantin (previous and
next entry). His brother recalls (26 October 2001):
F/O Cantin completed high school at McCreary, Manitoba and joined the
RCAF in 1941. He took his elementary flying training at Portage la
Prairie and service flying at No. 10 in Dauphin on Cessna Cranes. [He]
completed his training in July, 1942 and immediately went overseas.
Advanced training was on Airspeed Oxfords, Wellington and Lancaster
bombers. His operational aircraft was a Lancaster designated “M for
Mother.” He made several operational flights, but he and his crew were
shot down on a major Berlin raid. We have visited his grave in the Berlin
War Cemetery. Maurice looked forward to his weekends and furloughs
when he could visit with his sister who was a nurse at No. 10 CGH in
London and with his brothers stationed at Aldershot.

Cantin Island (64 J/14) in Belsham Lake was named after him in 1989.

Cantin, Battery Sergeant Major Wilfrid R. of
McCreary (H 26329). Fort Garry Horse. He
died 4 November 1940 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at McCreary Roman Catholic
Cemetery, Manitoba. He was the son of
Amedee and Julienne Cantin of McCreary and
was survived by his wife Evyline Marie Cantin
(née Craig) of Barrie, Ontario. He was the
brother of Flying Officer Clement F. A. Cantin
and Flying Officer Maurice R. Cantin (previous two entries). BSM
Cantin had been in the Manitoba Horse Militia prior to the war and

59



operated an International Harvester Agency in McCreary. He was
killed in a motorcycle accident while at Camp Borden. His wife
later joined the CWAC. Cantin Bay (64 J/14) on the north shore of
Belsham Lake was named after him in 1989.

Cantlon, Private George C. of Hartney (H 14806). Royal
Regiment of Canada. He died 14 August 1944 and is
commemorated at the Bayeux Memorial in France. Cantlon Lake
(64 K/9), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Canty, Rifleman Alfred W. of East Kildonan (H 40744). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France.
He was the son of John and Lillian Canty. Canty Lake (52 E/14),
southeast of Brereton Lake was named after him in 1974.

Carberry, Lance Corporal Samuel R. of
Winnipeg (H 17006). Winnipeg Grenadiers.
He died 19 December 1941 at the age of 20 and
is commemorated at the Sai Wan War Cemetery
in Hong Kong. He was the son of Samuel and
Margaret Carberry. According to his cousin
(6 January 2000):

He attended Luxton School as well as St. John’s
High. He also attended St. John’s Cathedral
Anglican Church. He was active in sports, particularly football, hockey

and running. At 16, he joined the non-permanent armed forces and once
war broke out, enlisted with the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. He apparently also instructed in Portage la Prairie. One week
prior to departure, he transferred to the Winnipeg Grenadiers as he heard
they were deploying to Hong Kong.

Carberry Lake (52 L/4), southeast of Lac du Bonnet was named
after him in 1973.

Carcary, Flight Sergeant Albert A. of Carman
(R 86290). No. 73 Squadron. He died 22 July
1942 at the age of 22 and is commemorated at
the Alamein Memorial in Egypt. He was the
brother of Private William T. Carcary (next
entry). Their cousin recalls (31 October 2001):

“Ab” was fun loving, mischievous, adventurous
and a “prankster first class.” Bill was a good

natured, quiet young man with a charming smile.
He loved sports — fishing, hunting and riding his horse. There was a
beautiful Memorial Service held in Carman in May of 1942 to pay tribute
to these young men. I remember the flowers, the singing, the church
crowded with our extended family and the entire community. Their
parents, Jean and Alex Carcary were devastated. They had lost their two
sons to the war in a period of under six months. Their mother struggled
with her grief for months and I strongly suspect that the love and help of
neighbours, friends and family were her saving grace.

Carcary Island (64 O/3) in Canfield Lake was named after him in
1995.

Carcary, Private William T. of Carman
(H 6350). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 24
December 1941 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Sai Wan Memorial in
Hong Kong. He was the son of Alexander and
Jean Carcary. He was the brother of Flight
Sergeant Albert A. Carcary (previous entry).
Carcary Lake (64 N/12), southwest of Nueltin
Lake was named after him in 1972.

60

Carefoot, Private Spence R. of Virden
(L 27788). Regina Rifle Regiment. He died 12
July 1943 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at Bone War Cemetery in
Algeria. He was the son of Thornton and
Florence Carefoot. According to his sister he
(20 March 1995):

.. was born in Virden, Manitoba [and] received
his primary education in a rural school known as
Pacific School before taking his elementary
schooling at Hargrave, Manitoba. Spence joined the Regina Rifle
Regiment on June 23rd, 1940, trained at Dundurn, Saskatchewan, then at
Debert. He left Debert August 25, 1941 and landed in England
September 1, 1941 where he trained until June 28, 1943 when he
embarked for North Africa arriving July 11, 1943. While on a bathing
parade the next day, July 12, 1943 he died of a heart attack.

Carefoot Lake (64 1/3), west of North Knife Lake was named after
him in 1974.

Carey, Private Clarence A. of Brandon (H 77735). Essex Scottish
Regiment. He died 6 September 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France.
He was survived by his mother Margaret J. Lyons. Carey Island
(64 C/12) in Tod Lake was named after him in 1995.

Carey, Flight Lieutenant Douglas M. of

Brandon (J 16480). No. 12 Squadron,

Distinguished Flying Cross.
This officer is an excellent operational pilot and
captain of aircraft, whose gallantry in the face of
enemy action has been outstanding. On the
majority of the sorties in which he has participated
the primary target has been bombed successfully.
Flight Lieutenant Carey has completed missions to
most of the major German objectives and undeterred
by opposition, has pressed home his attacks regardless of the hazards
encountered (DFC Citation 1948).

He died 31 March 1944 at the age of 22 and is commemorated at

the Hanover War Cemetery in Germany. He was the son of William

and Myrtle Carey of Brandon. According to his nephew

(27 January 1997):
He was raised and educated in Brandon, being an avid hockey player in
winter and worked on the farm in summer. His father Bill was a fireman
in [the] Brandon Fire Department for 47 years. Apparently, [Flight
Lieutenant Carey] was awarded the DFC because he flew 36 sorties over
Germany when most airmen were only allowed to fly 30 missions before
they were taken out of combat service. His medals and photographs of
his aircrew are in the Commonwealth Air Training Museum [at] the
Brandon Airport. At the British Cemetery, his entire aircrew of the
Lancaster bomber are buried together in the same row.

Carey Lake (54 K/6), southeast of Churchill was named after him

in 1948.

Carey, Flight Sergeant John J. of Winnipeg (R 53908). No. 103
Squadron. He died 29 August 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Leo and Janet Carey of Ottawa. Carey Bay
(64 P/2) in Spruce Lake was named after him in 1995.

Carley, Able Seaman Douglas of Winnipeg. He served aboard the
SS Cortona. The Cortona was en route from Liverpool to
Montevideo when it was torpedoed off the west coast of Scotland
11 July 1942. All crew seem to have escaped in two lifeboats
despite the rough water. They stayed together for three days, but at
dawn on the fourth day, there was no sign of the second lifeboat.
Able Seaman Carley was presumed dead on 14 July 1942 and he is



commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He was the brother of
AC2 Edward C. Carley (next entry) and was survived by his mother
Florence Carley. Carley Island (63 P/2) in Cotton Lake was named
after him in 1996.

Carley, Aircraftman 2 Edward C. of Winnipeg (R 80290). No. 9
Advanced Flying Unit. He died 13 January 1942 at the age of 36
and is commemorated at Kirkinner Cemetery in Wigtownshire,
Scotland. He was the brother of Able Seaman Douglas Carley
(previous entry) and was survived by his mother Florence Carley of
Winnipeg. Carley Lake (64 1/8), northeast of North Knife Lake
was named after him in 1974.

Carlisle, Pilot Officer Elden F. of Flin Flon (J 94462). No. 298
Squadron. He died 3 April 1945 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at Vanse Churchyard, Norway. He was the son of
Martin and Frances Carlisle. Carlisle Lake (63 K/12) at Flin Flon
on the Manitoba - Saskatchewan boundary was named after him in
1940.

Carlson, Pilot Officer Alfred of Winnipeg (J 90059). No. 426
Squadron. He died 27 January 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of John and Esther Carlson. Carlson Island
(64 J/16) in Overby Lake was named after him in 1989.

Carlson, Private Clifford E. of Benito (H
87461). Royal Canadian Army Service Corps.
He died 20 October 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War
Cemetery in Belgium. He was the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles E. Carlson and was survived
by his wife Elsie Carlson of Emsworth,
Hampshire, England, sister Dorothy and younger
brother Herb. According to his aunt Rhoda
Carlson of Benito (24 November 2001):

Clifford left home at 15 years and worked on various farms in the Alpine
district of Manitoba. When he was older, Clifford worked in logging
camps in the winter. In October of 1940, Clifford visited his aunt and
uncle in Benito. They understood that he was going to Flin Flon to seek
work in the mine. However, he met some other young men in Swan
River and decided to go to Winnipeg where he joined the Army. Clifford
sailed for England on his 21st birthday in April of 1941.

Clifford loved to dance but was very conscious of his feet which he
thought were too small (size 9) for his size (six-foot-four, 200 pounds).
To remedy this, he purchased a pair of black Oxfords (very popular at the
time) which made his feet appear larger. Clifford also enjoyed movies,
picnics and family gatherings.

Carlson Lake (64 F/6), east of Reindeer Lake was named after him
in 1961.

Carlson, Rifleman Gordon L. of Erickson
(H 43255). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 25
September 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at the Calais Canadian War
Cemetery in France. He was the third child of
Henry and Emma Carlson. His sister recalls
(14 January 2002):

His was the childhood of any farm boy, mainly

home-made play and through school years to

Grade 9 in the rural school — a two and a half mile walk from home. With
no interest in continuing high school, he spent the next years working at
home and at times for some of the neighbours. When he was drafted into
compulsory military training, he had his own quarter section farm which
he was developing.

For about two years, the various training programs moved him from
camp to camp, from Prince Albert across Alberta as far as Nanaimo and
Courtenay, BC and back to the BC interior. His heart was at home on the
farm and he applied for leave for the busy seasons but these were never
granted. In early summer of 1944, he enlisted in the regular army and
was glad to be posted with the Winnipeg Rifles as that was where the
home boys were. He was home on furlough in July, then sent east and on
to England.

He was impressed with the beauty of the English and French countryside
and wrote of the grand welcome given them as they moved through the
French villages. People lined the streets throwing flowers, offering
drinks and cheering them on. His last letter was written on September
18, only one letter from his mother had caught up to him. A week later,
on September 25, he was dead, a scant two months since he left home,
still making plans for the future.

Carlson Bay (64 F/16) in Kustra Lake was named after him in
1984.

Carlstrom, Corporal Roy S. of Winnipeg
(H 1154). Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders
of Canada. He died 9 September 1944 at the
age of 19 and is commemorated at the Adegem
Canadian War Cemetery in Belgium. He was
the son of Emanuel and Olga Carlstrom. In a
letter to his parents he wrote:

Dear Mom, Pop: I am sorry I never wrote sooner, I

have been busy up till lately, and now that I am on my
leave I find time to do a lot of things. I told you last time that I was going
to Scotland. And this time it happened same as last time, I never got
there. I got as far as London, that’s all. Isn’t it disgusting? Boy it sure
takes a lot more money to go on leave than it does back home. And
there’s lots of places and things to see anyway. Well, I have a lot more
things to cram in this letter, but there’s no room. So give my love to John
and everybody, Roy (10 January 1944).

Carlstrom Lake (64 1/11), northwest of North Knife Lake was
named after him in 1978.

Carnegie, Pilot Officer Robert C. of Arrow
River (J 94257). No. 424 Squadron. He died
12 January 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Aabenraa Cemetery in
Denmark. His aircraft was shot down over
Killund Bay, Denmark while on a night
bombing mission to Flensburg, Germany. He
was the third of the six children of Mr. and Mrs.
E. Carnegie of Arrow River. His sister recalls
(13 December 2001):
Bob grew up on a farm and attended school in Beulah, Manitoba. He was
a good student and enjoyed sports — hockey, baseball, curling. When
about 10 years old, he won a prize at a local talent show when he danced
the sailor’s hornpipe and played the bagpipes. He was not keen on
dancing, but did become an excellent piper under his father’s tutelage.
He left school and went to Union Bay, British Columbia where he
worked with his brother in a garage and drove a school bus.
He was interested in the RCMP and upon return to Manitoba, completed
the tests and personnel interviews required for admission. However, the
Service Call came and he joined the RCAF. In Britain, apart from
training, he enjoyed visits with brother Bill of the Army Signals Corps
and they visited relatives in Scotland at every opportunity. Bob was a
rear gunner and part of a good crew — a crew of veterans with 17 to 28
trips to their credit. Only the pilot of their crew survived. Bob was well
liked and a fine person.
His sister-in-law adds (9 May 1995): “Several family members
have visited his grave on various occasions and are very
appreciative of the care given to his grave and all other grave sites
in the cemetery.” Carnegie Lake (53 E/2), south of Island Lake
was named after him in 1978.
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Carnegie, Flying Officer Thomas S. of
Winnipeg (J 28217). No. 138 Squadron. He
died 1 June 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of John E. and
Mary Carnegie of Winnipeg. According to his
nephew (n.d.):

We don’t know much about Uncle Tom as both
parents and his brother Corporal Jack Carnegie are
now dead. He lived with his parents at 312 Queen Street in St. James and
was good friends with Walter Morris and Irwin Montgomery. He was
educated in St. James, attending Assiniboine School and Linwood
College. He enlisted in August, 1941 and received training at Pennfield
Ridge, St. Thomas, Rivers and Regina, graduating from No. 2 AOS
Edmonton on July 9, 1943.

It was said that he was a quiet man, not given to excess and was well
liked. He was certainly serious when photographed. He worked for the
T. Eaton Company in Winnipeg and wore a gold ring issued to
servicemen which he left behind (since lost). He was engaged to ‘Grace’
of St James when he left for overseas and we still have his RCAF ID tag
with her name and the date 14.7.43 inscribed on the back.

He was an excellent golfer and won the Crow Flight Championship for
western Canada (sometime prior to enlisting in August, 1941). We have
Uncle Tom’s photo scrap book with about 150 photos which was passed
on by his mother. He kept this book throughout his training at Pennfield
Ridge and Edmonton until his departure from Halifax. Included are
many photos of his family and fellow servicemen/women, especially
Walter Morris, Miller Bell, friends at the “Do Fly Inn” in La Pointe, their
Anson Bomber No. 6687 at Pennfield and a photo of Tom in front of his
hut with a service sweater and tie. Inscribed on the back: “somebody
pinched that sweater.”

We don’t know exactly how Tommy went down, whether it was over land
or sea, but our father, Jack, thought that it was probably over the English
Channel after picking up fire from the continent. According to our
mother Agnes, Dad never really got over losing his only sibling and said
repeatedly that he wished it were himself instead. Dad received news of
Tommy’s death while on duty in Paris.

Possibly the last time Jack and Tommy saw each other was in London.
Dad had been overseas for some time already and came from Brighton so
they spent a day together before going to visit relatives in Bury (Uncle
Percy and Aunt Addie, Mary’s sister). Tommy was not much of a
spender, apparently and being new to England he would constantly be
holding out a handful of coins and asking dad, “How many bobs have I
got in there, Jack?” As with all loss, it is immeasurable and irretrievable.
The loss of Tommy at age 21 was no less for his family. He remains an
example of honour and grace to this day.
Carnegie Island (64 C/8) in Granville Lake was named after him

in 1995.

Caron, Pilot Officer Gérald Antoine A. A. of Winnipeg (J 88406).
No. 500 Squadron. He died 7 March 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Malta Memorial. He was the son of Allan
and Georgie Caron of Winnipeg. Caron Lake (64 K/16), southwest
of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1962.

Carpenter, Lieutenant Frank B. of Winnipeg. Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 19 August 1942 and is commemorated at Dieppe
Canadian War Cemetery, France. He was the son of Frank and E.
S. Carpenter. Carpenter Lake (53 N/10), northeast of Whitefish
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Carrier, Private Frank of Elm Creek (H 41524). Lake Superior
Regiment. He died 2 March 1945 and is commemorated at the
Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was survived
by his mother Emma Carriere (sp.). Carrier Creek (63 J/13), which
flows west into Grass River was named after him in 1972.

Carriere, Trooper Florio of St-Pierre-Jolys (H 63772). British
Columbia Dragoons. He died 29 May 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Cassino War Cemetery in Italy. He was the
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son of Daniel A. and Laura Carriere of St. Pierre, Manitoba. Carriere
Point (64 K/16) in Stevens Lake was named after him in 1995.

Carriere, Private Frédéric of St. Eustache
(H 18003). Essex Scottish Regiment. He died
26 October 1944 and is commemorated at
Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was survived by his wife Georgia
S. Carriere of St. Eustache. Carriére Island
(64 C/9) in Eden Lake was named after him in
1995.

Carriere, Private Victor V. “Shorty” of The
Pas (H 14906). Royal Regiment of Canada. He
died 24 October 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Schoonselhof Cemetery in
Antwerp, Belgium — the birthplace of his father-
in-law. He was survived by his wife, a son, a
daughter, four brothers, six sisters and
numerous other relatives. He was the eldest of
12 children. His daughter recalls (22 November
2001):

My father was originally from Cumberland House, Saskatchewan, but was
living at The Pas where my mother was when he enlisted. They had been
married in 1942. I was five and a half months old when my father died. My
brother was almost two at the time. His last leave was spent with his family
at The Pas. My mother tells me he was a very proud father. Prior to enlisting
in the army, he was a trapper and was farming with his father-in-law out of
The Pas. My mother says that my father’s plans for the future when he
returned from the war were to continue farming. He loved the outdoors.

Carriére Lake (64 F/5), east of Reindeer Lake was named after him
in 1961.

Carriere, Rifleman William J. of Elm Creek (H 17729). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery, France. He was
survived by his mother Emma Carriere. Carriére Bay (64 H/5) in
Wood Lake was named after him in 1995.

Carruthers, Sergeant Donald P. of Winnipeg
(R 100418). No. 53 Operational Training Unit,
RCAF. He died 23 May 1942 at the age of 20
and is commemorated at Llantwit Major
Cemetery, Glamorganshire, Wales. He was the
only son of Perry D. and Stella B. A.
Carruthers. A versatile athlete, he was the
winner of many university trophies in sport,
receiving faculty crests for hockey, rugby,
track, basketball and swimming. He also won the 1941 trophy for
high aggregate points at the faculty’s annual track and field event.
He had completed two years of study in the Faculty of Agriculture
at the University of Manitoba when he enlisted in 1941. He was
one of the five World War II casualties from Rathgar Avenue in
Winnipeg. Carruthers Lake (64 P/11), east of Nejanilini Lake was
named after him in 1974.

Carruthers, Pilot Officer George W. of
Dauphin (J 92333). No. 419 Squadron. He
died 13 June 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Vieux-Berquin Communal
Cemetery, France. He was the son of Walter
E. and Florence E. Carruthers of Dauphin and
was survived by his wife Hazel Carruthers
(née Thompson) of Dauphin and four




brothers and four sisters.
December 1994):

[His] Lancaster aircraft KB731 [was declared] missing during a night
attack against the marshalling yards at Cambrai, France. Flying Officers
William Lacey and E. R. Lowe, Pilot Officers D. J. Applin and M. R.
Larkin were killed. One Canadian, Ray Forbes of Portage la Prairie and
RAF Flight Engineer Barrie Wilson-Law bailed out to safety.

He adds (22 November 2001):

George was born and raised on the family farm nine miles southwest of
Dauphin. When he was a teenager, two airports were established near
Dauphin. When George was of age to enlist, it was an easy choice as the
skies around Dauphin were full of planes. He trained in eastern Canada,
but his love of the farm and horses never faltered; he spent many of his
leaves on farms in that area. Ironically, at the same time, young trainees
from the Dauphin stations spent their spare time working at the
Carruthers and other farms in the area.

According to his brother (15

Carruthers Bay (64 F/2) in Thomsen Lake was named after him in
1994.

Carscadden, Private Lorne E. of Virden (5067). 27th Battalion
(Manitoba Regiment). He died 21 August 1917 at the age of 26 and
is commemorated at the Vimy Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. He
was survived by his mother Annie Birch (formerly Carscadden) of
Virden. He described himself as a “General Merchant” when he
enlisted in Winnipeg in October, 1916. Carscadden Lake (54 D/5),
east of Split Lake was named after this World War I casualty in 1978.

Carson, Corporal John J. of Dauphin (H 8057). Perth Regiment.
He died 14 September 1944 and is commemorated at Coriano
Ridge War Cemetery in Italy. Carson Bay (64 P/13) in Spratt Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Carson, Flight Sergeant Rodney A. of Winnipeg (A 4161). No. 3
Repair Depot. He died 2 March 1945 at the age of 31 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of Austin and Mary Carson of Winnipeg and was survived by
his wife Lois K. Carson of Ottawa. Carson Island (63 N/10) in
Flatrock Lake was named after him in 1995.

Carswell, Private Richard of Domain
(H 19940). Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.
He died 19 August 1942 during the Dieppe raid.
His brother indicates that his body later washed
ashore in Holland. Private Carswell was 32
years of age and is commemorated at Ameland
(Nes) General Cemetery, Holland. He was the
son of Robert and Katherine Carswell and was
survived by his wife Isabella (Ella) Carswell
(née Rae) of Edinburgh, Scotland and their daughter. His niece
writes (12 November 2001):
Dick was born on December 15, 1909, one of the eight children of
Katherine and Robert Carswell of Osborne, Manitoba. He attended
school and worked in the Osborne area and enjoyed country dances and
playing baseball on local teams with his brothers. He moved to Fort
Garry with some of the family in the 1930s and joined the Camerons in
January, 1940. After training at Shilo and Quebec City, he went overseas
in December of the same year and arrived in Scotland on Christmas Day.
In 1941, he married Isabella Rae of Edinburgh and the following year his
daughter Ellen was born. In 1946, his widow and daughter immigrated
to Canada and resided in Winnipeg.

Carswell Lake (64 F/4), east of Reindeer Lake was named after him
in 1961.

Carter, Leading Aircraftman George A. of Winnipeg (747780).
No. 229 Squadron, RAF. He died 24 February 1940 at the age of

27 and is commemorated at Nottingham Southern Cemetery,
Nottinghamshire, England. He was the son of George and Mary
Carter and was survived by his wife May Carter of Nottingham.
Carter Island (53 L/4) in Bolton Lake was named after him in
1995.

Carter, Pilot Officer Robert G. of Elm Creek (J 85344). No. 431
Squadron. He died 26 July 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery, Germany. He was the
son of William and Janet Carter. Carter Lake (63 K/15), northwest
of Elbow Lake was named after him in 1993. Family members had
a commemorative plaque placed there in 1995.

Cartwright, Able Seaman Gordon D. of Winnipeg (V 24087).
HMCS Sackville. He died 14 October 1942 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He was the son of
Charles and Elizabeth Cartwright. Cartwright Island (64 N/3) in
Keehn Lake was named after him in 1995.

Carufell, Rifleman George J. of Winnipeg (H 41550). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 6 June 1944 at the age of 36 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France.
He was survived by his mother Julia Matheson of Vancouver.
Carufell Lake (64 1/13), northwest of North Knife Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Caruso, Private Frank T. of Winnipeg (H 6445).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died a prisoner of
war 13 January 1944 and is commemorated at
the Yokohama War Cemetery in Japan. The
official cause of death was listed as beriberi.
He was the husband of Mrs. K. Caruso of
Winnipeg. Caruso Lake (54 C/7), southwest of
York Factory was named after him in 1964.

Carver, Private Hugh A. of Beaconia (H 20770). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 19 August 1942 at the age of 25
and is commemorated at Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery, Hautot-
sur-Mer, France. He was the son of William and Maggie Carver.
Carver Lake (64 K/10), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Casey, Sergeant Murray G. of Brandon
(R 275076). No. 22 Operational Training Unit,
RCAF. He died 31 August 1944 at the age of
19 and is commemorated at the Runnymede
Memorial in Surrey, England. He was the only
child of Henry N. and Aileen Casey of
Brandon. According to his cousin (22 March
1996): “... [he] attended Alexander and Earl
Haigh Schools and prior to his enlistment was
employed with Fleet Aircraft at Fort Erie, Ontario for five months.
He enlisted in November of 1944 and was only overseas two
months.” Casey Lake (63 C/14), south of Vandekerckhove Lake
was named after him in 1982.

Casey, Flight Sergeant Theodore E. J. of Winnipeg (R 91856).
No. 57 Squadron. He died 11 February 1943 at the age of 20 and
is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Edgar and Mary Casey. Casey Island (64 O/15)
in Boles Lake was named after him in 1995.

Caskey, Flying Officer Irvine N. of Portage la Prairie (J 18411).
No. 620 Squadron. He died 6 June 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at La Délivrande War Cemetery, France. He was
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the son of Will A. and Mabel Caskey of Macdonald, Manitoba.
Caskey Lake (52 E/14), east of Brereton Lake was named after him
in 1974.

Cassells, Private James A. of Shoal Lake
(H 103870). Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. He died 15 December 1943 at the age
of 21 and is commemorated at the Moro River
Canadian War Cemetery in Italy. He was the
seventh of the 14 children of William and
Frances Cassells of Shoal Lake. According to
his sister-in-law (22 April 1995):

He was born on the family farm in Shoal Lake, Manitoba on July 26,
1922. He was a quiet boy and an excellent student. He excelled at soft
ball and loved to play his harmonica and sing Country and Western
songs. He joined the PPCLI in December, 1942 and was killed in action
in Italy.

Cassells Lake (64 J/8), south of Tadoule Lake was named after him
in 1975.

Cassidy, Flight Sergeant Fredrick W. of
Winnipeg (R 74701). No. 419 Squadron. He
died 3 September 1942 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Warnant Communal
Cemetery, Belgium. He was the son of Caswell
and Dorothy Cassidy of Vancouver. Cassidy
Lake (53 N/14), north of Whitefish Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Caswill, Private Gabriel J. “Jack” of Winnipeg (H 6130).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 25 December 1941 at the age of 42
and is commemorated at the Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. He
was the son of Gabriel J. and Emma Caswill (née Brooks) and was
survived by his wife Marjorie N. Caswill of Winnipeg. Caswill
Lake (64 1/1), northeast of South Knife Lake was named after him
in 1974.

Catte, Private Newton W. of Swan Lake
(H 101199). Princess Louise Dragoon Guards.
He died 1 September 1944 at the age of 22 and
is commemorated at Montecchio War Cemetery
in Italy. He was the son of Walter and Dora
Catte and was survived by two siblings, Gladys
and William of Treherne. His sister writes
(20 November 1995):

He attended the school of Norquay, a few miles north of Swan Lake,
Manitoba. He was a quiet man and farmed with his father until joining
up. [H]Je also enjoyed hunting. He was stationed in Winnipeg, Dundurn,
England, North Africa and finally Italy where he lost his life.

Catte Lake (64 N/6), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Caumartin, Lance Corporal Armand of
McCreary (H 102912). Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
He died 4 July 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery, Reviers, France. He was one of the
five children of Urgel and Lydia Caumartin.
According to his sister-in-law (n.d.):

He was born October 15, 1918 and received his

education at a small country school, completing his
Grade 6. His friends and family knew him as a very quiet person blessed
with a witty yet dry sense of humour. Armand discontinued his schooling
to help his father on the farm, working there until he enlisted in the army
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in 1941. He trained at Camp Shilo prior to his posting overseas in 1942.
Armand landed on Juno Beach on D-Day June 6, 1944 with C Company
of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles.

Caumartin Lake (64 1/5), southeast of Tadoule Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Cavaghan, Pilot Officer Eric G. of Winnipeg
(J 6167). No. 419 Squadron. He died 30 May
1942 at the age of 22 and is commemorated at
Viroflay New Communal Cemetery, France.
He was the son of Stanley and Alice Cavaghan.
His nephew writes (5 December 2001):

Eric was born in Winnipeg in 1919. He was raised
in St. James and lived at the corner of Ferry Road
and Ness Avenue. This was the rear of the family
grocery store. Eric graduated from St. James Collegiate in June, 1935.
On graduation, Eric joined the Hudson’s Bay Company and was posted
at Norway House. Upon returning to Winnipeg, Eric was employed by
the Toronto Dominion Bank on north Main Street until entering the Air
Force. He qualified for his wings in December, 1941. My aunt was very
bitter about losing Eric and when my two brothers and myself returned
from overseas, the subject was taboo.

Cavaghan Lake (64 P/2), southeast of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Caverly, Leading Aircraftman Robert J. of Winnipeg (R 116313).
Repair and Supply, Royal Canadian Air Force. He died 27 October
1944 and is commemorated at Schoonselhof Cemetery in Belgium.
Caverly Lake (62 N/15), southeast of Swan River was named after
him in 1973.

Cawker, Flight Lieutenant Douglas E. of
Winnipeg (J 8759). No. 432 Squadron. He
died 22 March 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at the Hanover War Cemetery
in Germany. He was the son of Harold and
Alice Cawker. His obituary read in part:

He was born in Winnipeg in 1920, attended
Assiniboine, Laura Secord and Gordon Bell schools.
He was a member of the Gordon Bell inter-high
rugby championship team in 1937. An active
member of the Westminster

Actimist Club and a teacher in Westminster Sunday School, he was
employed by the Searle Grain Company at the time of his enlistment
(Winnipeg Tribune 29 November 1944).

His brother writes (15 October 2001):

This story truly has several beginnings. The first was March 22, 1944,
wartime England. The second was the September 1988 Commonwealth
Aircrew Reunion, Winnipeg. The next was April 2,

1990, Philipstein-Braunfels, West Germany and the latest was June 2 and
3, 1990 Sutton-on-the-Forest, Yorkshire.

I decided in early 1988 that I would, for the first time, attend the Wartime
Aircrew Reunion in Winnipeg in September of that year. Before doing
so, I wrote to RCAF Headquarters in Ottawa requesting my wartime and
peacetime air force career information from the Archives. At the same
time, I also asked for the archives of my late brother, Douglas, who was
killed March 22, 1944 piloting a MK 1II Halifax on a bombing raid to
Frankfurt. My purpose in obtaining the latter was to find out what
squadron he had been with so that I might find some of Doug’s cohorts
at the Winnipeg Reunion.

I was at EFTS when he went missing and I knew next to nothing of his
whereabouts except for “RCAF Overseas” which had been his address
since December 1941. His archives told me more than I had ever
expected. He was with 432 Leaside Squadron based at Eastmoor (eight
miles north of York). His aircraft was shot down by a night fighter at
10:00 PM and crashed two kilometres northeast of Philipstein (80
kilometres north of Frankfurt). The crew was buried in uniform in



separate graves in the northwest corner of the Philipstein Cemetery by a
Lutheran pastor with several villagers in attendance. The graves were
well looked after with flowers in the summer and pine bough coverings
in the winter.

All T had known prior to this information was that he had gone missing,
then months later presumed dead and then by the time I finished SFTS,
confirmed killed in action. And in 1946, our family received information
that he was buried in the Allied War Graves Cemetery near Hanover. [
don’t know why, but until I received the archive information, the idea had
not previously occurred to me that he and his crew had to have been
buried somewhere else for approximately two years before being moved
to the Hanover cemetery.

Upon receipt of the Reunion package from Winnipeg, I discovered that
432 Squadron was planning a Squadron Dinner and Bash, so armed with
the archive information, I contacted a Flight Lieutenant Len Hossie of
Mississauga who was in charge of the 432 Reunion Committee. I
presented them with a picture of Doug and the details of his last flight
which they previously did not have. They made me an Honorary
Member of the Squadron and Jody and I attended the Winnipeg dinner
where we met some obviously wonderful people, a couple of whom had
known Doug briefly.

While in Winnipeg, we stayed with my sister, Ruth, who was a twin of
Doug’s, and she gave me a diary he had written for a few months during
1943. As a result, we were able to meet a Jim Vann whom Doug
mentioned in the diary; they had been together overseas as Flight
Lieutenants for 20 months instructing at various stations — Grantham,
Ossington, Fraserborough. Jim and Doug had been the best of friends.
Jim was posted to 432 after Doug, but he had gone missing before Jim
arrived on squadron. Jim ended up as a Squadron Leader with two tours
and a DFC and Bar. It was nice to talk to someone who had known my
brother for such a long wartime period (I was but 16 when he left home
and I only remembered him as a role model who had gone to become a
pilot in the RCAF). Subsequently, two other brothers joined the RCAF,
Ed becoming a pilot and Hugh an Observer.

That pretty well takes care of September 1988. What of April 1990?
Well we decided to go and visit the original gravesite and perhaps find
someone who had tended the graves. Having an extremely limited
knowledge of the German language, I sent a copy of that part of the
archives which described the crash and burial to a Canadian-German
friend, Fred Gottgetrue. Fred was an ex-Luftwaffe ME 109, FW 190 and
JU 88 pilot. Anyway, Fred translated the archive information and a
covering letter to Whom It May Concern, explaining what I wished to
accomplish at Philipstein.

So in April, 1990, Jody and I flew to Frankfurt, drove up to Philipstein to
learn that Braunfels — a larger town five kilometres away, was the
“county seat” and we took the translation to a lady in the tourist office.
Soon she had the Town Manager (the Burgermeister was away) come to
see us and he went away on a search for information, having made an
appointment to meet us after lunch. He subsequently took us to the
original gravesite (Germany recycles its graves every 25 years unless one
wishes to fund its very costly perpetuity), and he gave us a tour of the
towns of Philipstein and Braunfels. Both are very picturesque towns, the
latter surrounded by outer and inner walls with a superb schloss high on
a central hill. The whole countryside north of Frankfurt east of the Rhine
is pretty, rolling hills with well forested areas and plenty of rich farm land
and fruit trees. It looks quite prosperous today. Then after coffee and
cake in his well appointed office, he took us to the office of the President
of the local Historical Society. A man of 57 who was only 11 years old
in 1944, he showed us the town records where no entry had been made
between the 19th and 25th of March 1944 with respect to births, deaths,
burials etc.

However, he remembered hearing the air battle going on and seeing a
crash on the nearby hillside. His mother would not let him go to see it as
it was late at night. He told us he’d been a “Hitler Youth” at the time (as
was every able-bodied boy ages 10 and older) and he’d been taught how
evil all of Germany’s enemies were. The next day, he went to the crash
site which was now under guard by the Wehrmacht and he remembered
(explaining through interpretation by the Town Manager, both men with
tears in their eyes) seeing the bodies under tarpaulins.

One had a foot sticking out with a hole in the sock. As a young boy, he
had thought about having holes in his own socks and how perhaps the
“enemy” was not as evil as he’d been told. It was a lasting impression

which had obviously affected him greatly and still moved him 46 years
later. We subsequently checked the local church records to no avail so it
turned out that was as near as I could get to any first-hand information,
but it was satisfying. (Perhaps I'll go back again on a further search some
day).

Since then, on June 2 and 3, Jody and I attended the unveiling of a
beautiful memorial sundial in the ‘village pound’ at Sutton-on-the-Forest,
Yorkshire, placed there in memory of all who served at Eastmoor RAF
airbase with the three Canadian squadrons: 415, 429 and Doug’s 432.
Ex-squadron members and friends and families raised the funds and the
people of Sutton put on a great two days. They had a flower festival in
their “All Hallows” church with a Canadian and wartime theme to some
of the displays. For example, the pews were decorated by the Sunday
School children, each with a replica of our provincial flags and flowers
with lovely, live floral displays. I am sure that when they are grown up
years from now, those children will remember the Canadian invasion of
1990.

We held a quick march-past after the unveiling with the town Mayoress
and other dignitaries taking the salute. One of our ‘types’ was quite slow
in marching due to age and a cane, and the parade ended up as a single
rank flight going by to the cheers of the townsfolk and we parade
members of the first flight who had already marched-past, broken-off and
come back to town centre to cheer him on. Needless to say, there was a
great deal of reminiscing in the Rose and Crown with considerable
overflow quaffing of the “juice of the barley” outside on the High Street.
The next day, they served punch on the church lawn after a Sunday
morning memorial service which was attended by 150 Canadians and
almost as many townspeople. My brother Bob from Vancouver and his
wife, and Doug’s twin, my sister Ruth from Winnipeg were with us at
Sutton and it really was a Sentimental Journey for all of us.

Cawker Lake (63 B/6), northeast of Waterhen Lake was named
after him in 1969.

Cederlund, Trooper Hans W. of Lac du
Bonnet (H 103607). 14th Canadian Hussars.
He died 6 October 1944 and is commemorated
at Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. In 1943, Aileen Oder of Lac du
Bonnet began writing “newsletters” to local
men overseas which always began “Hello
Soldier” (Oder 1975). This reply is from
Trooper Cederlund who had formerly been a
Grade 8 pupil of hers:

Dear Miss Small: I sure was surprised to get the copy of that paper you
sent. It also gave me a bit of pleasure to hear all about the Lac du Bonnet
and district news. I really don’t know what to say to you. I’'m hoping
we’re still friends as we used to be. (Oh yeah). Seriously though, I may
have been a devil when I went to school but I have changed a lot since.
You probably would be surprised if you were to meet me now. I even
surprise myself sometimes.

You know I almost feel sorry for the guys who get a copy of your paper
and don’t know you. I'm glad I do, and if you were to say that we were
good friends, I would be still happier. Well I'll quit now. I should like
to hear from you in person, not just through a newspaper. Cheerio for
now. Your sincere friend, Hans Cederlund.

Cederlund Lake (64 G/16), east of Big Sand Lake was named after
him in 1963.

Chabluk, Rifleman Michael Meron ‘“Chab”
of Oakbank (H 20671). Regina Rifle
Regiment. He died 18 February 1945 at the age
of 25, along with one of his comrades when,
while engaged in an attack, their personnel
carrier hit a land mine. Rifleman Chabluk is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the eldest of the
13 children of Steve and Annie Chabluk of
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Oakbank and was survived by his wife Vivienne B. Chabluk of the
Isle of Wight and their son Meron. He writes (22 November 2001):

“Chab,” as he was known to his comrades, was born December 4, 1919
at Cooks Creek, Manitoba. He left home at the age of 16 and went to
work for a local farmer where he worked for room and board and a wage
of $5.00 a month.

Rifleman Chabluk’s sister Sophie recalls (22 November 2001):

I remember that first Christmas after he left home; he came back at
Christmas with presents for everyone in the family. I got a new dress and
one of the brothers, Elmer, got a mouth organ. Meron enlisted in
Winnipeg with the Cameron Highlanders in 1940. He later transferred to
the Regina Rifles and went overseas in September of 1941. I was very
saddened because he wouldn’t be here for my wedding.
Chab was a very generous and fun-loving person without a mean bone in
his body. He was also quite handsome and had many different
girlfriends. Each time he had a new girlfriend he would write to me that
he was REALLY in love this time and he was going to marry her. His
letters always ended with “Sis, can you send me some cigs? I love you
all.”
Meron finally did marry a young girl in England. At the end of
December, 1944, Chab’s leave was ending and he was to return to his
regiment. He came back three times to say goodbye to his wife Vivienne,
his infant son and his mother-in-law. Then he left. That was the last time
they saw one another.

Chabluk Lake (64 K/9), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named

after him in 1972.

Chaboyer, Private David J. of St. Laurent
(H 41688). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 13
March 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Yokohama War Cemetery
in Japan. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Vital
Chaboyer. Chaboyer Island (63 N/7) in Guthrie
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Chaboyer, Private Marcel of St Laurent
(H 63696). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He had been
reported missing presumed dead 19 December
1941 during the final defence of Hong Kong
and this is the date provided by most sources.
Repatriation documents, however, indicate that
he had been taken prisoner of war. In January,
1943 he was sentenced to two years’ hard
labour for an unspecified offence. This
sentence may have been extended as the Questionnaire of Fatal
Casualties “C” Force indicates that he:

Died while serving hard labour in July, 1945 and his ashes were sent to
his Commander at No. 8 Camp, Fukuoka District. The ashes are to be
brought back to Canada by ... Sergeant Major ... Bert Caldwell (6
October 1945).

He would have been 25 years of age and is commemorated at the
Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. He was survived by his wife
Rose Chaboyer of St. Laurent. His brother recalls that he (24
October 2001):
... was a fisherman on Lake Manitoba helping his Dad. We walked to the
bus when he left; it was the last time we saw him. He liked to play ball
with his friends. [He didn’t have] much time — he seemed to work all the
time on the lake.

Chaboyer Lake (63 K/16), west of Wekusko Lake was named after
him in 1973.

Chalcroft, Aircraftman 1 Walter James G. of West Kildonan
(R 59826). Royal Canadian Air Force. He died 7 June 1941 at the
age of 30 and is commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in
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Winnipeg. He was the son of Walter and Lillian Chalcroft of
Winnipeg and was survived by his wife Phoebe Cathleen Chalcroft
of Petersfield and their two daughters. Chalcroft Lake (64 P/8),
southeast of Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1974.

Chalmers, Flight Sergeant Alfred R. of
Brandon (R 95021). No. 101 Squadron. He
died 30 August 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Dejbjerg Churchyard in
Denmark. He was the son of James and Eva
Chalmers of Virden. His nephew writes (28
March 2005):

The fourth Canadian crewmember was the
navigator, twenty-three year old F/S Alfred Reid
Chalmers, a native of Virden, Manitoba and an uncle I never had a chance
to know. Alfred was the youngest of four boys born to his parents, James
Henderson Chalmers and Eva West Chalmers. Of three girls also born to
the same parents, none lived to be more than two years of age. Alfred’s
father, James, was a lawyer in Virden who served as town councillor for
four years from 1917-20 and as mayor in 1922.

My father, John West Chalmers, oldest of the boys, carried the loss of his
brother Alfred with him for the rest of his life. Shortly before he died in
1998, Dad commented that, “When I die I will be the last person who
knew my youngest brother when he was a little boy.” But he never had
the opportunity to see his brother’s grave.

In August 2003 my wife, Linda, and I flew to Moscow to begin a two-
week tour to six cities in eastern Europe. The trip provided a chance to
stop in Denmark en route to visit the grave of my uncle and his fellow
crew. On the return flight from Germany, sometime after midnight in the
early hours of August 30, 1944 their Lancaster was shot down over
eastern Denmark by a German night fighter near the town of Dejbjerg.
None of the airmen survived.

In 1992, my father wrote to the town and received a response from Erik
Engholm, who provided some of the details about the loss of the crew.
They were buried by occupying German forces near the crash site, but
this was not acceptable to the Danes. Two weeks later, On September 14,
they defied German orders and held a proper funeral at the Dejbjerg
church and reinterred the airmen in the cemetery beside the church.

In a show of support and remembrance, some 400-500 people came out
to attend the funeral for the airmen, the largest one ever seen in the town.
Many had learned about it in a BBC radio broadcast from London.
Following the funeral, the church minister, Hans Pedersen and two
members of the parish council, Laurids Sandager and Jeppe
Kongensholm were arrested by German forces, then released after two or
three days without further punishment.

In this cemetery, if a plot is not used within 30 years, the headstones are
removed and placed on display at the side of the cemetery and the plots
are then re-used. In the case of the eight airmen, local people care for the
grave in perpetuity. In a land far from home, eight brave airmen who
made the supreme sacrifice for their countries sixty years ago rest in a
land where they will never be forgotten.

Chalmers Lake (64 H/16), southwest of Condie Lake was named
after him in 1995.

| Chalmers, Sergeant David R. of Lorette
(R 71447). No. 3 Personnel Reception Centre,
RCAF. He died 23 May 1943 at the age of 38
and is commemorated at Bournemouth North
Cemetery, Hampshire, England. He was one of
21 airmen killed during an enemy bombing
attack on the Metropole Hotel in Landsdowne
Square, Bournemouth. He was the son of
Samuel and Rose Chalmers and was survived
by his wife Barbara Chalmers of Osoyoos, British Columbia and
their four children. Chalmers Island (64 F/5) in Reindeer Lake
was named after him in 1995.




Chambers, Pilot Officer George W. of
Winnipeg (J 86747). No. 640 Squadron. He
died 3 June 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Bretigny-sur-Orge Communal
Cemetery, France. He was the son of David and
Elizabeth Chambers. His sister recalls that he
was very interested in aeroplanes and aviation
at a very early age. Chambers Island (64 N/9)
in Shannon Lake was named after him in 1972.

Chambers, Flight Sergeant Henry of Winnipeg (R 124142). No.
149 Squadron. He died 26 October 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Regina Cemetery. He was the son of John and
Paraska Chambers. Chambers Lake (64 H/2), north of Holmes
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Chambers, Flying Officer Stanley V. of Dauphin (J 88244). No.
619 Squadron. He died 4 December 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery, Germany. He was the
son of Samuel and Marian Chambers. Chambers Bay (53 L/3) in
Sakkink Lake was named after him in 1995.

Champagne, Pilot Officer Roland M. J. of St. Norbert (J 95080).
No. 626 Squadron. He died 15 October 1944 at the age of 24 and
is commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the fifth of the 12 children of Alphonse and
Francesca Champagne (née Baril). According to his sister (21
September 1992), he “... enlisted in August, 1941 as an aero-engine
mechanic, remustering in April, 1943 to aircrew. [H]e was a Free
Press carrier for eight years.” Champagne Creek (63 N/1), which
flows northwest into Limestone Point Lake was named after him in
1972.

Chapman, Flight Sergeant Edward Drummond of Brandon
(R 57927). No. 23 Squadron. He died 7 November 1941 at the age
of 19 and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey,
England. He was the only son of Edward and Isabel Chapman (née
Drummond). His brother-in-law writes (29 November 2001) that
he was:

... born in Brandon on April 21st, 1922 and spent his boyhood on the farm
homesteaded by his paternal grandfather in 1882. He attended school in
the Harrow District. The farm, being situated on the side of the
Minnedosa River Valley made an ideal spot for a boy to grow up, with
lots of open space and wooded areas and the whole river valley to
explore. Growing up in the “dirty thirties,” boys had to make their own
entertainment and being so near the river, Drummond and his friends
became good swimmers, keen skaters and hockey players. While leading
an active outdoor life, he was also an avid reader. He built his own
crystal set and spent many hours listening to the “Northern Messenger”
and the hockey games on Saturday nights. Always interested in aircraft,
he built models, most of which made one glorious flight from the barn
roof.

In 1938, the family moved to Vancouver, where, with his bike, he soon
became better acquainted with the city than most born and bred
Vancouverites. He worked for a time at Woodward’s Department Store
and then moved to S. K. F. Bearings, where he stayed until his enlistment.
On the outbreak of war, he applied to join the RCAF, but was rejected as
being underage, but as soon as he reached the required age, he reapplied
and was accepted as aircrew. Sent to Camp Borden, he took his pilot’s
training on Tiger Moths and on winning his wings, trained on Ansons at
Egmont. As Sergeant Pilot, he was then posted as Staff Pilot to the
Rivers, Manitoba Navigational School, where he daily and nightly flew
over his old home.

He applied for an overseas posting, was accepted, and arrived in England
at a critical stage when Britain was just beginning to strike back at
Germany. At the time, he was considered to be the youngest Canadian

pilot in active service overseas, and was promoted to Flight Sergeant.
In one of his letters home, he told of being with some friends looking
over some ruins and wondering if they were ancient or new ruins, when
they were met by a lady and her two daughters whom they at once
recognized as Queen Elizabeth and the Princesses. The Royal party told
them the history of the place and also how happy they were to see them
over with them.
On November 7, 1941, on the day after the first heavy raid on Berlin, he
was on check flight with his crew when they were seen to disappear over
the Channel and no further information has ever been discovered. Of the
class with which he first trained, with something over twenty, only three
or so survived the war. Besides his parents, he left two sisters in
Vancouver. He was reunited with his mother in 1962 and his father in 1976.
Chapman Bay (63 H/16) on the northwest shore of Stevenson Lake
was named after him in 1985.

Chapman, Private George S. of Flin Flon (H 22499). Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 26 February 1945 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. Chapman Lake (64 B/16), east of Southern Indian Lake
was named after him in 1949.

Chapman, Private James E. of Morris (H
6271). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died a
prisoner of war 15 August 1942 at the age of 41
and is commemorated at the Sai Wan War
Cemetery in Hong Kong. He was survived by
his wife Vida Chapman of Belmont and their
son Jim and three daughters Margaret, Beulah
and Shirly Ann. His son writes (7 January 2002)
that he was:

... a Station Agent for the CNR and went to serve his country with the
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He left behind a young family. Their memories
recall a cheerful happy Dad — always there with a helping hand. During
his career with the CNR he did relief agent work around Manitoba and
Saskatchewan. Information from survivors have told the family that Jim
worked hard at trying to help keep the morale up in the prison camp.

Chapman Rapids (64 J/4) in the Mistay River was named after him
in 1975.

Chapman, Second Radio Officer Norman E. of Winnipeg.
SS Coimbra, Canadian Merchant Navy. The Coimbra was lost
14 January 1942 and Officer Chapman is commemorated at the
Halifax Memorial. He was the son of Mrs. V. E. D. Chapman of
Terrace, British Columbia. Chapman Island (63 P/7) in
Prud’homme Lake was named after him in 2001.

Charles, Private Henry W. of Winnipeg
(H 16697). Lincoln and Welland Regiment.
He died 24 October 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian
War Cemetery in Holland. He was the eldest of
the five children of Edgar and Phyllis Charles.
According to his sister (25 November 1999), he:

... lived most of [his] life in west-end Winnipeg
(Beverley Street). Henry loved to skate and in summer
play baseball and fish. He loved the outdoors. Dad was a ... delivery
man and we didn’t have a great deal of money. We made do and didn’t
have any assistance. Henry loved school but was a slow learner, but kept
plugging. We loved our brother and missed him when he went to war.
Mother was a war bride from the first world war and came over to marry
Dad and got married in Russell, Manitoba. Henry’s Aunt Mary and Aunt
Ann lived in Tottenham and Henry spent most of his leaves with them.
They loved him dearly. Henry had a good life with love and caring. We
still miss him. He was killed by a German sniper in the forest.

Charles Point (64 O/15) on Blevins Lake was named after him in 1995.
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Charles, Rifleman James F. of Gilbert Plains
(H 101172). Regina Rifle Regiment. He died
28 July 1944 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery, France. He was the only son of
Robert and Annie Charles of Gilbert Plains. His
obituary read in part:

[He] joined the Canadian Armed Forces in the year
1940. He enlisted into the Winnipeg Light Infantry

where he began his training and later at Camp Shilo, Manitoba. While
there, he joined the Regina Rifle Regiment. Later on, he volunteered as
a reinforcement in the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada
and training in England. June 6, 1944: he was one of the Canadians who
took part on D-Day. July 28, 1944: he died on active duty in Caen,
France — his 28th birthday (n.d.).

Charles Bay (63 P/10) in the Nelson River was named after him in
1995.

Charles, Flight Sergeant John H. of Winnipeg (R 59571). No. 61
Squadron. He died 31 May 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Rheinberg War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of Major John L. and Elene Charles. Major John Charles
was the CNR’s Regional Chief Engineer and as a consequence, the
CNR proposed naming a railway point after him. The community
of Charles (63 N/11), north of Sherridon was named after the
railway point in 1954.

Charlet, Rifleman Ernest of Winnipeg (H 69954).
Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada. He died 20
October 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War
Cemetery in Belgium. He was the son of Karl
and Fanny Charlet. According to his sister (14 April
1997), he:

.. was born in White Russia [in] 1923 and at the

age of seven, our family, consisting of my mother,
father, Ernest and myself came to Winnipeg [in] 1930. He attended
Aberdeen and St. John’s Technical High School. Shortly after graduating
from high school, [he] enlisted in the army, serving in Kiska, England,
France and Belgium. While in Belgium, he was wounded and ... died of
these wounds.

Charlet Lake (64 O/1), north of Tadoule Lake was named after him
in 1975.

Charney, Private Peter “Buck” of St. Boniface
(H 16285). Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. He died 23 May 1944 at the age of 27
and is commemorated at the Cassino War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Peter and
Magda Charney and was survived by his wife
Winnifred Charney of Croydon, Surrey and
Y their son. He writes (23 November 2001):

The last letter my mother received from my father was just after he had
landed in Italy, somewhere south of Rome, and contained these words:
“Then, on landing here we saw that famous Mount Vesuvius with the smoke
coming out. I was just thinking of making a trip up there to warm up a bit.
It’s been so cold around here since we arrived. On the road we saw tanks
just as they were knocked out of action scattered here and there through the
country. And now and again, we passed little cemeteries of the Allied
soldiers and also of the German soldiers. Yes, it does make a fella think.”

In July, 2001, his grandson and namesake Peter W. Charney visited his
grandfather’s grave site while travelling in Europe and was overwhelmed
with the beauty of it and the care that had been given to the Cassino
Military Cemetery.
Charney Lake (64 K/11), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named
after him in 1972.
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Chartier, Private Raymond L. of Dauphin (H 3911). Royal
Canadian Army Service Corps. He died 29 September 1944 at the
age of 23 and is commemorated at Riverside Cemetery in Dauphin.
He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Chartier of Dauphin and
was survived by his wife Amelia Chartier of Winnipegosis.
Chartier Lake (63 O/4), north of Wekusko Lake was named after
him in 1970.

Chartrand, Private Adelard J. of Camperville (H 46044). Lake
Superior Regiment. He died 9 March 1945 and is commemorated
at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. Chartrand
Peninsula (64 P/4) in Duffin Lakes was named after him in 1995.

Chartrand, Corporal Harry L. of Inwood
(H 40960). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died
19 August 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Bayeux War Cemetery,
France. He was the son of Gaspard L. and
Josephine Chartrand of Inwood. He had
attended the Allen School at Inwood and prior
to enlisting he worked at the Inwood Creamery.
Chartrand Rapids (64 P/5) in the Wolverine
River was named after him in 1995.

Chartrand, Lance Sergeant Lawrence of
Camperville (H 41247). Royal Winnipeg
Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery, France. He was the son of Cyprien
and Veronique Chartrand of Camperville,
Manitoba and the brother of Rifleman Louis
Chartrand (next entry). Chartrand Lake
(64 K/1), northwest of Big Sand Lake was
named after him in 1961.

Chartrand, Rifleman Louis of Camperville
(H 41294). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8
June 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery, France. He was the son of Cyprien
and Veronique Chartrand and the brother of
Lance Sergeant Lawrence Chartrand (previous
entry). Chartrand Point (63 1/1) in Slippery
Rock Lake was named after him in 1995.

Charuk, Lance Corporal Nicholas J. of Oak Bluff (H 6557).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 30 November 1943 and is
commemorated at the Yokohama War Cemetery in Japan. Charuk
Lake (52 E/11), southeast of Brereton Lake was named after him in
1974.

Chaske, Rifleman Tom of Edwin (H 8778). Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
He died 12 December 1944 at the age of 24 and is commemorated
at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was the
son of Tom and Nyjookwah Chaske of Edwin, Manitoba and was
survived by his wife Marjorie Chaske. Chaske Lake (64 O/3),
northeast of Egenolf Lake was named after him in 1975.

Chatwin, Captain George T. of Winnipeg.
Royal Canadian Army Pay Corps. He was
aboard the SS Nerissa, the only ship torpedoed
while carrying Canadian troops to the United
Kingdom. Captain Chatwin died 1 May 1941
at the age of 44 and is commemorated at the
Halifax Memorial. He was the son of Thomas
and Adeline Chatwin of Winnipeg and was
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survived by his wife Lilly Alma Chatwin (née Downie) of
Winnipeg and their two daughters. He wrote letters home to his
wife on nearly a daily basis:

Dear Alma: We arrived in Montreal this morning and were glad to be able
to stretch our legs after being cramped up in a train for two and a half
days. It was quite a crowd that saw me off at Winnipeg; it gives you that
“delightful sorrow” feeling — and they sang For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.
In a way, I was glad you were not at the station, though you were certainly
in my mind. Later, I went in to dinner with Captain Townshend, certainly
not because I wanted anything to eat, but for the sake of something to do.

It rained all day, next day and the view from the window might have been
anywhere — Saskatchewan, Manitoba or Ontario. I got up at seven
o’clock. At lunch, seated next to me was an English lord. Had I not
known it, he might have been just an ordinary salesman. Later, I had
quite an interesting conversation with his secretary (male). He said the
social barrier in England was rapidly disappearing and that now
Canadians were even more reserved than the English people.

Passing through Quebec, the towns are much closer together and you are
hardly out of sight of a few houses between stations. Montreal is a large
city but you feel rather cramped. The main street is only half the width
of our Main Street. The buildings are taller, the traffic wilder and the
policemen do not know where anyplace is; half of them are French as are
a lot of the civilian population. Captain McQuilty gave me a cigarette
lighter before I left — with my initials on — it is very nice and it works.
Flo gave me a couple of books which fortunately, I had not read.

I 'am enclosing a key for the suite which I inadvertently took away with
me, also a key to my desk at the barracks. You might phone George Mull
to pick it up sometime. I am going to try to look up Harry Wiffe this
afternoon as we will be here until dinner time this evening. It is lunch
time now, but I am going to take a long walk — I need some exercise.
Best wishes to all my friends and Love and Kisses to Paddy and Joanie
and yourself. I am, Your loving husband, George (19 April 1941).

Dear Alma: Arrived here [Halifax] late today. Was very glad to get off
the train and stretch again. I met Dave Dickie in Montreal yesterday; he
is stationed there temporarily. He and Mrs. Dickie came down to the
station to see me off and brought me a magazine and a tin of cigarettes.
Mrs. Dickie looks much the same — they have three children now.

The trip from Montreal to Halifax was quite uneventful, the weather was
warm and it rained a little. Halifax, from what I have seen of it, is a
gloomy place with narrow streets, but I have only been here an hour. I
do not know just how long I will be here, but not very long I think. I am
going to try and see Mrs. Goodeve for a few minutes if I can. I have to
go now to check for pay documents etc., so I may not have another
opportunity to write before I leave. Remember me to my friends and
Love to Paddy and Joanie and to yourself. Your loving husband, George
(20 April 1941).

Dear Alma: We are still on the way. It seems a long way and a long time
since I saw you all. I visited Mrs. Goodeve when in Halifax. She is
living with Anne her daughter and she sees her son for a few days every
month. She wishes to be remembered to you.

The boat trip so far has been pleasant enough — missed a couple of meals
on the first day out — but have picked them up since. I watched Halifax
recede in the distance, the sea gulls following us, a cruiser, some
destroyers then fog for the rest of the day. There is one family aboard:
mother, father and three little children, going home to England. Another
lady and her husband, a number of civilians (male) and some soldiers,
sailors and airmen, the latter includes some Norwegians. Love to Pat and
Joan. Your loving husband, George (22 April 1941).
This veteran of the First World War had participated in the famous
charge of B Squadron of the Fort Garry Horse at Cambrai in 1917.
Chatwin Lake (64 K/15), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named
after him in 1961.

Chawanski, Flight Sergeant Adam P. of Winnipeg (R 196076).
No. 419 Squadron. He died 23 May 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Rheinberg War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the only son of Joseph and Katherine Chawanski of Winnipeg.
Chawanski Lake (64 P/14), northeast of Nejanilini Lake was
named after him in 1974.

Chemin, Gunner Henri of Notre Dame de Lourdes (H 16956).
Royal Canadian Artillery. He died 16 January 1943 at the age of 35

and is commemorated at Assumption Gardens in Winnipeg. He
was survived by his mother Marie Chemin, by his wife Yvonne
Chemin of Winnipeg and their two children. Chemin Island
(64 1/3) in North Knife Lake was named after him in 1974.

Chepil, Warrant Officer 2 Mikita (Mack) of
Edwin (R 117497). No. 428 Squadron, DFM.

This airman captained an aircraft detailed to attack a
target at Le Creusot one night in June, 1943. Soon
after crossing the enemy coast, the hydraulic system
in the bomber became unserviceable but Sergeant
Chepil continued his flight. Later, one engine caught
fire and became unserviceable. In spite of this, the
target was bombed after the bomb doors had been
opened by an emergency method. Sergeant Chepil afterwards flew the
damaged aircraft to base. This airman displayed outstanding determination
and devotion to duty, setting an inspiring example (DFM Citation 19 July
1943).

He died 3 August 1943 at the age of 27 and is commemorated at the
Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England. He was the son of Stefan and
Paranka Chepil (née Staryski) of Edwin. Four months after he and his crew
were officially declared “missing,” Chepil’s family received the following
letter from the bomb aimer’s wife in London:

Frank and Chep were great pals and always went about together. Your boy
was coming to see me on his next leave. It has been a long time now, but
several local boys have been missing and it’s been 4-5 months before they
have heard that they were Prisoners of War. I do hope that ours are safe and
I do feel very confident because Chep was such a wonderful pilot. I am not
just saying that because he is your son but because it’s true. The whole of
the crew trusted and admired him. I would not have had Frank fly with
anyone else. That’s why I feel they are OK as they were experienced an all
very cool. The Canadians have certainly done their share and we are proud
to have known them. Please accept my sympathy in this anxious time of
waiting and I sincerely hope it will be good news when it comes (22
November 1943).

Chepil Lake (64 C/15), southwest of Barrington Lake was named
after him in 1949.

Cherry, Private William H. of Wellwood
(H 101104). Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. He died 10 December 1944 at the age
of 20 and is commemorated at Ravenna War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of William
and Sarah Cherry (née Aston). Born in County
Armagh, Northern Ireland, he came to Canada
with his parents and sister in 1929. According
to his sister (21 September 1998), he:

... lived on a farm in the [Wellwood] area [and] attended Wellwood
Consolidated School. He was a rural boy of his time. He was interested
in nature, hunting and trapping and was the proud owner of a .22 rifle.
He spent a lot of time tramping through the bush and pasture land in the
district. He learned to skate and played hockey with his friends. He was
a talented artist who did pencil sketches — mostly of animals and birds.
He was a radio fan who liked Hockey Night in Canada and the Lone
Ranger. He liked music, singing and could even yodel. His favourite
song was The Wabash Cannonball. While in training in England, he was
able to spend two furloughs with his relatives in Northern Ireland.

Cherry Lake (64 1/6), west of Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1975.

Chess, Pilot Officer James B. of Winnipeg (J 86590). No. 419
Squadron. He died 21 January 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War Cemetery. Chess
Island (64 N/9) in Shannon Lake was named after him in 1972.

Chewter, Private George W. of Winnipeg (H 6510). Winnipeg
Grenadiers. He died 12 November 1942 at the age of 42 and is
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commemorated at the Sai Wan War Cemetery in Hong Kong. He
was the son of George W. and Alice Chewter (née Hole) of St.
Boniface. Chewter Lake (64 N/12), southwest of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Cheyne, Private Harold F. of Melita (H 95328). Royal Canadian
Ordnance Corps. He died 26 February 1942 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at Melita Cemetery, Manitoba. He was the son of
Mr. and Mrs. George Cheyne. Cheyne Lakes (64 J/6), southwest of
Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1957.

Chiesche, Sergeant Frederick J. “Tiny” of Alexander (H 29141).
Royal Canadian Artillery. He died 24 January 1945 and is
commemorated at Gradara War Cemetery in Italy. A friend of his
wrote (26 March 1997):
“Tiny” Chiesche was the hero of the teenagers in the town of Alexander
during the middle 1930s. Boys and girls liked him equally well. He
chewed Copenhagen, was physically big and tough, but had a gentle
heart. He was a baseball umpire of unchallenged authority and an avid
supporter of girls and boys teams which added to our heroic aura. Tiny
worked for Messrs. Jack and Archie Teitch who were bachelor farmers
living north of Alexander. He was a very knowledgeable horseman and
took great pride in the condition of the animals on the farm.
A few of us teenagers were in a restaurant in Brandon one occasion and
were thrilled to have Tiny with us. Across the aisle at another table, a
young man and woman were engaged in a heated argument which
attracted our considerable attention. The argument exploded and the man
threw a glass of water in the woman’s face. Tiny eased himself, went
over and tapped the man on the shoulder and advised him that where Tiny
came from, men didn’t do that and he had better watch it.
We argued his umpiring decisions sometimes, but he just looked down at
us and said nothing. On occasion he might have ridded himself of
Copenhagen which told us the argument was over. To us, he was a great
young man. After all these years, it is sad to realize his loss. These few
remarks about Tiny will help repay the memories he left with me and the
others who formed the circle of his young friends.

Chiesche Lake (52 E/14), southeast of Brereton Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Chislett, Flight Sergeant Herbert A. of Minnedosa (R 101535).
No. 50 Squadron. He died 16 August 1942 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of Alfred and Laura Chislett of New
Westminster, British Columbia.
He was born in Winnipeg and moved to a farm at Bethany where he was
educated and later farmed with his father. He moved to the west coast for a
while and on his return to Manitoba he joined the RCAFE. “Herby” was well
liked by all who knew him and was an active pupil in the school or any
organization he entered. Although conservative in nature, he possessed a
personality that won and kept for him friends wherever he went (Pittman n.d.).

Chislett Lake (53 E/3), southwest of Island Lake was named after
him in 1978.

Chisnell, Trooper Norman W. of St. Vital (H 63984). Royal
Canadian Hussars. He died 15 August 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Bayeux War Cemetery, France. He was the son
of William and Elizabeth Chisnell and the brother of Sergeant
Robert H. Chisnell (next entry). Chisnell Lake (52 1L/4), southeast
of Lac du Bonnet was named after him in 1973.

Chisnell, Sergeant Robert H. of St. Vital (R 186823). No. 23
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 18 August 1943 at the
age of 19 and is commemorated at Oxford (Botley) Cemetery
Oxfordshire, England. He was the son of Flight Lieutenant W. G.
H. and Elizabeth Chisnell and the brother of Trooper Norman W.
Chisnell (previous entry). Chisnell Bay (64 P/12) on the west shore
of Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1974.
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Chmielowiec, Flying Officer Theodore of
Winnipeg (J 27442). No. 180 Mitchell Squadron.
He died 23 April 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son
of Theodore and Antonina Chmielowiec of
Winnipeg. According to his nephew (16 April
1997), he was:
... born [in] Winnipeg [and] attended St. John’s
Technical High School, completing Grade 12. [He] attended United
College for one year, but [was] forced to withdraw ... for financial
reasons. [He] worked for the Dominion of Canada Department of
Revenue from 1938 — 1942 [and] enlisted in 1942 in the Air Force. [His]
special interest ... was photography.
Chmielowiec Lake (64 O/7), southeast of Nueltin Lake was named
after him in 1975.

Chopp, Lieutenant Stanley A. of Winnipeg. Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 24 July 1944 at the age of 28 and
is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery,
France. He was the son of Steve and Helen Chopp and was
survived by his wife Betty Chopp of Winnipeg and their son.
Chopp Lake (64 K/12), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Choquette, Rifleman Edmond J. of Glenora (H 20691). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 28 October 1944 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in
Belgium. He was the son of Wilfred and Delina Choquette and the
brother of Private Lawrence Choquette (next entry). Choquette
Lake (64 N/6), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after them in
1972.

Choquette, Private Lawrence Thaddie of Glenora (H 20805).
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 8 August 1944 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France.
He was the son of Wilfred and Delina Choquette and the brother of
Rifleman Edmond Choquette (previous entry). Choquette Lake
(64 N/6), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after them in 1972.

Choquette, Rifleman Morris J. of Oakville (H 16015). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France.
He was the son of David and Mary Choquette and was survived by
his wife Nora Choquette of Brixham, Devon, England. Choquette
Bay (64 P/4) in Oolduywas Lake was named after him in 1989.

Choquette, Rifleman Roland J. of St. Boniface (H 18201). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 15 August 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery,
France. He was the son of George and Aurora Choquette.

Choquette Point (64 1/13) on Shethanei Lake was named after him
in 1989.

Chornous, Flight Sergeant William of
Winnipeg (R 191275). No. 153 Squadron. He
died 29 November 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War
Cemetery in Germany. He was the son of
Daniel and Mary Chornous. According to his
brother (12 November 2001):

He was born June 28, 1924 in the village of

Sologne in the western Ukraine and immigrated to
Canada with his Mother in 1927. Our Father had arrived the year before.
He attended Strathcona, Lord Nelson and Isaac Newton schools and was
employed by Braid Builders Supplies at the time of his enlistment. He



trained in Winnipeg as a Navigator. His Lancaster aircraft was shot down
over Dortmund, Germany.

Chornous Lake (64 J/12), west of Tadoule Lake was named after
him in 1978.

Chown, Flight Lieutenant Douglas G. C. of
Winnipeg (C 1614). Royal Air Force Ferry
Command. He died 9 December 1942 at the
age of 23 and is commemorated at Gander
Cemetery, Newfoundland. He was the son of
Dr. Gordon and Penelope Chown. His sister
recalls (29 November 2001):

Douglas Gordon Cameron Chown was born in
Hindhead, Surrey, England on February 4, 1919.
Later that year, he came with his parents to Winnipeg. His early years
were spent in the family home with his brother and two sisters at 588
Broadway Avenue. He attended Mulvey Elementary School and Gordon
Bell High School where he was elected Class President. He was a
member of All Saint’s Church where he was a faithful and conscientious
member of the 14th Winnipeg Boy Scout Group of which he became a
King’s Scout in 1934. There is a stained glass window in his Loving
Memory on the north wall of the entrance to the church. His name is also
listed on the RCAF plaque at the church along with all the other All
Saint’s young men who lost their lives in the RCAF during World War II.

He joined the Air Force on September 9, 1939 and spent three years
instructing flying at many Air Force stations across Canada. He received
his wings at Trenton, Ontario, achieving the rank of Pilot Officer. He was
highly respected by his senior officers as an instructor of keen, energetic
LACs. As a result, he was promoted to the rank of Flying Officer and
Flight Lieutenant and his service was confined to Canada, 1939 — 1942.

However, in December of 1942, he was assigned to do overseas duty. On
December 9, he took off from Montreal’s Dorval Airport, piloting a small
Boston bomber along with a co-pilot and a navigator. Suddenly, the
weather became totally inclement for flying. A heavy snowfall occurred,
like a blizzard, and the visibility to fly became almost impossible. As a
result, the plane crashed in the hinterland of Gander and burst into
flames. The co-pilot did not survive the crash, the navigator was not
injured and the pilot, Douglas, suffered major internal injuries and a
broken leg.

In the frigid weather, the navigator set up flares for five days and cared
for Douglas in an attempt to alert planes to the area of the emergency
landing. To no avail; Flight Lieutenant Douglas Gordon Cameron
Chown died of injuries and exposure. He is buried in a lovely, peaceful
cemetery in Gander.

Chown Lake (64 P/10), east of Nejanilini Lake was named after
him in 1974.

Christensen, Trooper James W. of McCreary
(H 14438). Royal Canadian Armoured Corps.
He died 19 December 1943 at the age of 18 and
is commemorated at McGillivray Cemetery in
McCreary. He was the fifth of the seven
children of Danish immigrants Carl and Anna
Christensen of McCreary. According to his
sister (16 January 1997):

A High School drop-out, he worked for MacDonald Brothers Aircraft
Limited in Winnipeg prior to enlisting in the army (Tank Corps) in 1943
— a few months before his eighteenth birthday. [He] was posted to
Brampton, Ontario. On December 18th, while walking back to camp
with two comrades, he was accidentally struck down by an automobile
and died on December 19th from injuries sustained. He was released on
the 20th and shipped home to McCreary. Funeral service was held in
Knox United Church on December 25th, 1943.

Christensen Lake (64 G/16), southeast of Chipewyan Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Christie, Lieutenant James H. of Winnipeg. North Nova Scotia
Highlanders. He died 12 August 1944 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery, France. Christie
Island (53 L/13) in Oxford Lake was named after him in 1995.

Christie, Gunner Ronald J. of Rapid City (H 66682). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 5 June 1942 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Ben and Mary Christie. Christie Bay
(64 O/16) in Baralzon Lake was named after him in 1987.

Christmas, Lieutenant Richard E. of
Winnipeg. Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Mentioned
in Dispatches. He died 6 June 1944 at the age
of 27 and is commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer
Canadian War Cemetery, France. He was the
son of Herbert and Mabel Christmas.
According to his nephew (18 April 1997):

He was educated at Lord Roberts school and St.
John’s College. He was very active in Boy Scouts
and was an active member of St. Alban’s

Anglican Church. Before joining the army, he was employed with the
British North America Insurance company. Had he survived the war, he
contemplated a career in the church or the insurance industry. He joined
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles in 1940. My uncle received his commission of
2nd Lieutenant on August 12, 1940. He went overseas with the battalion
in July, 1942 and for one year acted as instructor in a battle course. On
March 22, 1945 Lieutenant R. E. Christmas of the Canadian Infantry
Corps was mentioned in a dispatch for distinguished service. He was
wounded in action on the Normandy Beach on June 6, 1944 and died later
from his wounds.

Christmas Lake (54 K/12), east of Churchill was named after him
in 1948.

Christofferson, Private Edmond A. of
Middlebro (H 20844). Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders. He died 5 October 1942 at the
age of 20 and is commemorated at Brookwood
Military Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was
the eldest son of William and Catherine
Christofferson and was survived by four
brothers and three sisters. His sister recalls
(22 November 2001):

Edmond was a fun person to be around. He loved to go hunting and
trapping. He wrote letters to me on a regular basis from the army. He
died of a gunshot wound to the right shoulder. When the army was going
to send home all of his personal belongings, we never received them.
Later we found out the ship had sunk.

Christofferson Lake (64 N/1), southwest of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Chrupalo, Lance Corporal John of Winnipegosis (H 46042). Lake
Superior Regiment. He died 18 August 1944 and is commemorated
at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery, France. He was
the son of Andrew and Rosie Chrupalo. Chrupalo Lake (64 1/16),
northeast of North Knife Lake was named after him in 1974.

Chudzik, Pilot Officer Stanley F. of Winnipeg
(J 18248). No. 218 Squadron. He died 18 August
1943 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
Lyon (La Doua) French National Cemetery,
France. He was the son of Frank and Lena
Chudzik and was survived by his wife Brenda
K. Chudzik of Downham Market, Norfolk. His
widow writes (3 June 1998):
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He came to England in 1942 to train younger men to fly warplanes. I
believe he was at a place called Trenton before this. He served in Coastal
Command for a while in 1943, then was moved to Downham Market to fly
bombing missions to the European continent. He was shot down returning
from Turin, Italy on the night of 17th — 18th August 1943. Two of his crew
survived — the rear gunner and navigator. I understand he managed to keep
the plane airborne long enough for these two men to bail out. He was aged
23 years when we were married and 23 years when he died. We never
celebrated his birthday, so I am unable to tell you his date of birth.

Chudzik Lake (64 O/2), southwest of Munroe Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Chudzik, Pilot Officer William J. of Winnipeg (J 89953). No. 420
Squadron. He died 11 June 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Theuville Communal Cemetery, France. He
failed to return from a bombing mission over Versailles, France.
Pilot Officer Chudzik was survived by his mother Sophie Chudzik
of Winnipeg. Chudzik Island (53 E/15) in Island Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Chura, Private Philip of Winnipeg (H 20141). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 12 July 1943 at the age of 41 and
is commemorated at Cracow Rakowicki Cemetery in Poland. He
was the son of Demko and Nettie Chura and was survived by his
wife Jean Chura of Cobourg, Ontario. Chura Lake (54 C/3),
southwest of York Factory was named after him in 1964.

Claridge, Warrant Officer 1 William T. of Sinclair (R 11959). No.
419 Squadron. He died 28 April 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Maastricht General Cemetery, Holland. He was
the son of Joseph and Hannah Claridge of Ashington,
Northumberland, England. Claridge Lake (64 H/7), northwest of
Solmundsson Lake was named after him in 1995.

Clark, Private Albert G. “Abbie” of Carman
(H 3524). Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. He died 23 May 1944 at the age of 34
and is commemorated at the Cassino War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of George C.
and Mary Clark of Carman and was survived by
his wife Joan Clark of Hounslow, Middlesex.
He was the brother of Trooper Cecil S. Clark
and Private Arlie Clark (see entries). His niece
writes (17 November 2001):

Albert George Clark was born June 3, 1909 in Carman. Prior to his
enlistment in September, 1940 he had been employed as a clerk at the
Ryall Hotel in Carman. After training for four months at Fort Osborne
Barracks, he went overseas early in 1941. Abbie lost his life fighting for
Rome at age 34 on May 23, 1944. Albert was survived by his parents, five
sisters and four brothers. Two of the brothers were with the Canadian
forces overseas: Cecil with the Lord Strathcona Horse in Italy and Arlie
with the Winnipeg Grenadiers in a prison camp after being at Hong Kong.
On a post card dated July 31, 1943 to his Mother, Albert wrote he hoped
his sister Laura was getting on OK but Laura died in September, 1943.
In a Christmas card, Albert wrote “stay with hope to see you all soon.”

Although I never knew my uncle, my mother said Albert was quiet and
had a kind and caring nature. The large family grew up on a farm and
attended Boyne School. Albert did very well at school and his father
wanted him to further his education but he chose to work on the farm. He
made games and puppets out of wood and he enjoyed playing the violin
at house dances which was the local entertainment at the time.

Clark Falls (64 C/3) on the unnamed river which connects Abrey
Lake and McKnight Lake was named after him in 1995.

Clark, Sergeant Alexander ‘“‘Sandy” of Glenboro (K 57599). 1st
Canadian Scottish Regiment. He died 27 October 1944 at the age of
28 and is commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in
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Belgium. He was one of the three sons of John
and Annie Clark of Oakner, Manitoba. His
obituary read in part: “He enlisted in June, 1940
with the Canadian Scottish Regiment, going
overseas in 1941. Sergeant Clark was previously
wounded in England when the train he was
travelling on was bombed. Two other brothers are
overseas” (n.d.). Clark Point (64 N/3) on Harrison
Lake was named after him in 1979.

Clark, Pilot Officer Ari B. of Amaranth
(J 91164). No. 76 Squadron. He died 26
December 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. Clark Peninsula (64 P/15) on
the north shore of Falloon Lake was named
after him in 1985.

Clark, Private Angus Arlie of Carman (H 6873).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 15 August 1947
at the age of 28 and is commemorated at
Greenwood Cemetery in Carman, Manitoba.
He was the son of George C. and Mary Clark of
Carman and the brother of Trooper Cecil S.
Clark and Private Albert G. Clark (see entries).
His niece writes (17 November 2001):

Angus Arlie Clark was born May 9, 1919 in Carman. He was raised on the
family farm and went to Boyne School. As a boy, he enjoyed playing baseball
and swimming. Arlie was on the quiet side and had a kind and caring nature.

He joined the Winnipeg Grenadiers on April 15, 1941 and served in Jamaica.
In October, 1941 he went to Hong Kong where he was among those taken
prisoner by the Japanese on Christmas Day. He was held prisoner until
October, 1945 and then returned to Canada. Arlie was very ill with
tuberculosis and weighed 87 or 78 pounds when he returned. He was never
well enough to go home and died at the King Edward Hospital in Winnipeg.

Arlie Clark Lake (53 M/14), southeast of Hubley Lake was named
after him in 2002.

Clark, Trooper Cecil S. of Carman (H 363). Lord
Strathcona’s Horse. He died 21 January 1945 at
the age of 33 and is commemorated at Argenta
Gap War Cemetery, Italy. He was the son of
George C. and Mary Clark of Carman and was
survived by his wife Nettie Clark (née Martin) of
Carman and their son Richard. He was the brother
of Private Albert G. Clark and Private Arlie Clark
(see entries). His niece writes (17 November 2001):
Cecil Scott Clark was born May 11, 1911 in Carman. He enlisted in June,
1942 and went overseas the following November. He served with the
Fifth Army in Italy and had seen service from the beginning of the
Mediterranean campaign. Cecil drowned on active service in Italy. One
of his brothers, Arlie, was with the Winnipeg Grenadiers and was a
prisoner of war in Japan after being at Hong Kong. Another brother,
Albert, was killed on active service overseas a few months earlier. He
grew up on the family farm near Carman and attended Boyne School.
Cecil was quiet and had a kind and caring nature.

His daughter-in-law adds (20 April 1998):

He was quite involved in sports, especially baseball and enjoyed working
with, and riding horses. He worked for a local farmer who had several
heavy horses. He left for overseas shortly after his only son was born and
was killed a couple of months before he was to return home.

Cecil Clark Lake (64 O/1), southeast of Munroe Lake was named
after him in 1995.



Clark, Flying Officer Clarence T. of Isabella
(J 20627). No. 405 Squadron. He died 24
November 1943 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Samuel G.
and Katherine M. Clark of Isabella and the
cousin of Flying Officer James Clark (see
entry). His nephew writes (7 December 2001):

He was the captain of a Lancaster bomber which failed to return to its
base after a bombing raid over Berlin on the night of November 23rd and
the early morning of November 24th, 1943. His training was at Virden,
Saskatoon and Halifax before going to England. His letters home tell us
he flew as captain to an RAF crew of six. Quoting from his second last
letter home:

“There is of course a great deal I could write about normally which I
must omit now. I have been in the majority of larger English cities, seen
their colleges, churches and many famous old pubs. Not that I ever do a
lot of drinking, not from any moral point of view, but it doesn’t mix with
operational flying — as we say, there is not future in it. The lives of seven
men depend on my ability as an efficient captain and that, if nothing else,
would be enough to keep me up to scratch” (7 October 1943). Our family
is justly proud of Uncle Clarence, and regret that we only know of him
through his letters and family stories.

Clark Hill (64 ]/5), west of Sprott Lake was named after him in

1989.

Clark, Corporal David A. of Kississing (B 46847). Hastings and
Prince Edward Regiment. He died 30 January 1944 at the age of 25
and is commemorated at the Moro River Canadian War Cemetery
in Italy. He was the son of Arthur and Bess Clark and was survived
by his wife Madeleine Clark. David Clark Lake (53 K/10),
southwest of Kistigan Lake was named after him in 1995.

Clark, Flying Officer James H. of Isabella
(J 20955). No. 299 Squadron. He died 7 June
1944 at the age of 24 and is commemorated at
Hermanville War Cemetery, France. Flying
Officer Clark’s aircraft was shot down
following a raid to southern France. He was the
son of Robert T. and Laura M. Clark of Isabella,
Manitoba and the cousin of Flying Officer
Clarence Clark (see entry). His nephew writes
(4 December 2001):
I never had the opportunity to meet my Uncle Jim, but fortunately, from
reading his numerous letters home, I was able to gain insight into the type
of individual he was. Jim had a very special relationship with his parents
and siblings. Upon departure for flight training and the subsequent
posting overseas, he promised that he would write home twice a week —
a promise he kept. As a consequence of his outgoing nature, his sense of
humour and his open view on life in general, he had a good number of
friends. Jim was an adventurous sort and took great delight in exploring
different areas on leave. As much as he enjoyed these adventures, it was
always his desire to return home to take over the family farm.
Clark Esker (64 J/1), northeast of Chipewyan Lake was named
after him in 1989.

Clark, Trooper John F. of Carberry (L 155867). Royal Canadian
Armoured Corps. He died 25 November 1945 at the age of 37 and
is commemorated at Khedive Cemetery, Saskatchewan. He was the
son of James and Margaret Clark of Prince Albert. Clark Lake
(64 L/9), north of Reindeer Lake on the Manitoba - Saskatchewan
boundary was named after him in 1962.

Clark, Leading Bombardier Robert A. of Boissevain (H 92362).
Royal Canadian Artillery. He died 31 August 1944 at the age of 25
and is commemorated at Montecchio War Cemetery in Italy.
Robert Clark Lake (53 M/6), south of Schwatka Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Clark, Flight Sergeant Vernmon E. of
Grandview (R 205305). No. 1664 Heavy
Conversion Unit, RCAF. He died 7 August
1944 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Rutledge and Grace Clark.
His brother writes (11 February 1997):

He received his Public School Grade 8 at the Mount
Gap School in the district. He remained on the
family farm until he joined the armed forces. He arrived overseas in
October, 1943. Vern had a great personality — always determined to
better himself in life. He could not tolerate high altitudes due to sinus
problems, so was moved to several crews which was a setback during his
training. The family received a letter from the Royal Canadian
Casualties Officer Overseas stating that the entire crew of his aircraft had
fallen into the North Sea off Scarborough, Yorkshire at 3:00 PM,
Monday, August 7th, 1944 during air bombing exercises.

Vernon Clark Lake (64 F/9), east of Jordan Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Clarke, Flight Sergeant Gerald F. of Winnipeg
(R 71424). No. 401 Squadron. He died 28
February 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of William J.
and Ernestine Clarke and was survived by his
wife Gratia A. Clarke and their unborn
daughter. His wife recalls (31 October 2001):

Gerry was counting the days off to the birth of his child. He died doing
what he loved, flying the famous Spitfires. His squadron was escorting
our bombers back over France when they encountered some ME 109s.
Gerry radioed that he had been hit but thought he could make it back to
base. He never made it over the English Channel. The Squadron’s dead
are all commemorated on a plaque in St. George’s Chapel of
Remembrance at Biggin Hill, Kent. I loved him dearly.

Clarke Narrows (63 1/16) in Kapechekamasic Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Clarke, Pilot Officer Harold W. of Winnipeg
(J 5703). No. 408 Squadron. He died 21
January 1942 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of George H.
and Georgina M. Clarke of Winnipeg. Clarke
Island (64 J/11) in Clifton Lake was named
after him in 1975.

Clarke, Flying Officer James W. (J 12829).
No. 422 Squadron. He died 25 May 1943 at the
age of 21 and is commemorated at Irvinestown
Church Of Ireland Churchyard, County
Fermanagh, United Kingdom. He was the son
of James W. and Maria Clarke of Princeton,
New Jersey. James Clarke Lake (63 N/2),
southwest of Batty Lake was named after him
in 2000.

Clarke, Private John G. of Scandinavia,
Manitoba (H 203121). Calgary Highlanders.
He died 28 February 1945 at the age of 21 and
is commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian
War Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Clarke of Minnedosa and
was survived by his wife Katherine Clarke of
St. Catharines, Ontario. She writes (29 March

2005):
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What can I say? We met at North Bay Camp, fell in love, got engaged.
He was a wonderful man but war spoiled it all. He was transferred back
to Manitoba and I stayed in North Bay. We were married in Manitoba
and had a week together [and then] we both went back to our camps.
Shortly after, he was sent overseas and like a lot of wives, I lived in fear.
I was sent to Toronto on a course for eight weeks; it was then that the
telegram came — the 28th of February.

His brother recalls (11 March 2002):

John was born at Grama and Grampa Sharpe’s farm northeast of
McCreary March 1,1924. [He] attended Marshall School there. The
family moved to Brandon for a short while [and then] to Scandinavia. He
attended school there until joining the army in 1943. He enjoyed skiing,
skating, sleigh riding, horseback riding, boxing and going to the dances
in his Model T Touring. Dancing was his joy; he loved calling square
dances and just having fun. Mom and Dad Clarke are also gone now; all
his brothers and sisters are living yet.

John was at Shilo in the Spring of 1943 and was sent to North Bay,
Ontario. There he met Kay who was in training there. They married
August 4,1944. [After a] short leave, he went to Shilo and Kay went
back to North Bay. She got a call he was leaving for overseas, caught up
with him and talked to him for a few minutes. He left shortly after from
Halifax.

Clarke River (54 M/2), which flows east into Little Seal River was
named after him in 1984.

Clarke, Sergeant Leo of Winnipeg (72132). 2nd Battalion,

Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment), Victoria Cross.
For most conspicuous bravery. He was detailed with his section of
bombers to clear the continuation of a newly-captured trench and cover
the construction of a “block.” After most of his party had become
casualties, he was building a block when about twenty of the enemy with
two officers counter-attacked. He boldly advanced against them,
emptied his revolver into them and afterwards two enemy rifles which he
picked up in the trench. One of the officers then attacked him with the
bayonet, wounding him in the leg, but he shot him dead. The enemy then
ran away, pursued by Acting Corporal Clarke, who shot four more and
captured a fifth (London Gazette 24 October 1916).

He died 19 October 1916 at the age of 24. He was the son of Henry

T. and Rossetta C. N. Clarke of 785 Pine Street, Winnipeg. Leo

Clarke Lake (63 P/8), southwest of Goulet Lake was named after

him in 2001.

Clarke, Warrant Officer 1 Robert E. of Winnipeg (R 69558). No.
226 Mitchell Squadron. He died 19 August 1944 at the age of 37
and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was survived by his mother
Helen Clarke and by his wife Vera J. Clarke of Putney, London,
England. Robert Clarke Bay (53 L/12) in Rat Lake was named
after him in 1996.

Clarke, Pilot Officer Robert E. of Matlock
(J 11210). No. 7 Squadron. He died 17
September 1942 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Amsterdam New Eastern
Cemetery, Holland. According to his nephew
(10 October 2001):

Robert Edward Clark Jr. was born in Winnipeg on
the 14th September 1922 to R. E. Clark Sr. and
N Myrtle Lorena Clark (née Bowler). In his youth, he
helped his father as a homesteader and farmer. He was a very good
student (often winning awards), an excellent swimmer and had a
mischievous sense of humour.

He enlisted in the RCAF on the 25th of June 1941 using the old family
name “Clarke” and received his King’s Commission on the 15th of July
1942. Volunteering for No. 7 (RAF) Squadron Pathfinder Force, he was
assigned to fly a Short Stirling four-engine bomber. The Pathfinder
Force was designated to fly in front of the main bomber stream into
Germany to mark targets — very dangerous duty.

At age 20, in the first month of the creation of No. 7 Squadron, Robert
and his international air crew were shot down over the English Channel.
Six of the crew were lost, but Robert’s body was recovered from the sea
by the occupying forces near Lemmer, Holland.
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Clarke Rapids (64 O/9) on the unnamed creek which drains Arthur
Thompson Lake was named after him in 1995.

Clarke, Pilot Officer Wilfred V. of Winnipeg (J 15667). No. 9
Squadron. He died 1 August 1942 at the age of 30 and is
commemorated at Heverlee War Cemetery, Belgium. He was
survived by his wife Anna Clarke. Clarke Bay (64 F/3) on the
northwest shore of Vandekerckhove Lake was named after him in
1989.

Clarke, Private William A. “Alfie” of Selkirk
(H 1831). South Saskatchewan Regiment. He
died 4 February 1945 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of Mr.
and Mrs. C. A. Clarke of Winnipeg. William
Clarke Lake (64 C/10), east of Finch Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Clasper, Flight Lieutenant Robert of Winnipeg
(J 15920). No. 412 Squadron. This native of
Sculcoates, Yorkshire died 27 September 1944
at the age of 22 and is commemorated at the
Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England. He
was the son of Robert and Mary Clasper of
Winnipeg. His brother writes (26 June 1995):
From his childhood days, flying, planes and
- aviation were a prime interest in his life. His chief
hobby was building model planes. Upon graduating from high school, he
enlisted in the RCAF in February, 1941 and became a pilot under the
Commonwealth Air Training Plan. He trained at Brandon, Regina, Calgary,
Lethbridge and High River. In 1942, he served in England and Scotland
with 421 Squadron. In February, 1943, he served with 93 Squadron (RAF)
in North Africa, Malta and Sicily. In October, 1943 [he] returned to Canada
as an instructor. Upon the European invasion, [he] returned to combat
service with 412 Squadron. [On] September 27, 1944 [he was] reported
missing on operations in [the] vicinity of Nijmegen and presumed dead as
of that date. No trace of his body or plane was ever found.
Clasper Lake (64 N/10), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Claydon, Flight Lieutenant David A. of St.
Vital (J 16564). No. 622 Squadron. He died 20
January 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War
Cemetery, Germany. He was the fourth child of
Ebenezer and Lillian Claydon of Winnipeg. He
was in college prior to enlisting and intended to
join the family business, Claydon Brothers
Construction. Claydon Lake (64 P/12), west of
Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1974.

Cleaver, Trooper James E. of Oak River (B 58532). Royal
Canadian Armoured Corps. He died 9 March 1944 at the age of 27
and is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Thomas and Frances J. Cleaver of Oak
River. Cleaver Bay (53 M/5) in Hackland Lake was named after
him in 1996.

Cleaver, Lance Corporal William G. of Moore
Park (H 59098). Canadian Provost Corps. He
died 25 September 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery Surrey, England. He was the son of
Ernest J. and Mabel Cleaver of Moore Park.
According to his brother (n.d.): “He worked on
the farm and enjoyed all sports. He enlisted in
the Provost Corps [in] 1942 and went overseas
in August of 1942. Bill died ... at South



Shields, England.” Cleaver Island (64 P/5) in the Wolverine River regularly to households in his neighbourhood and supplying the means of
was named after him in 1995. refrigeration in those days. Lucien had nine customers, netting five cents

Clegg, Flying Officer Alan B. of Winnipeg
(J 16173). No. 415 Squadron. He died 14 June
1943 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Arthur Benjamin and
Margaret E. Clegg of Winnipeg. His sister
recalls (15 December 2001):

Alan was an only son survived by his parents Ben
and Maggie and two sisters, Violet and Margaret.
He enlisted in the RCAF in August, 1940. He did his wireless Operator
training and Bombing and Gunnery School in Montreal and Fingal,
Ontario. In July, 1941, he had ten days embarkation leave before going
to England. He and the same crew put in two tours of operations —
ordinarily one tour of “ops” allowed you to return to Canada for 28 days’
leave. The year of 1943 was when the German submarines were creating
the worst havoc and Coastal Command was very much in demand.
Alan’s crew were awaiting their leave home when a call went out for
“volunteers.” Their crew answered the call at 1:30 PM, June 13, 1943
and went searching for German U-boats in the Bay of Biscay area —some
of the roughest waters in the world. Alan’s crew were never heard from
again; they were “Reported Missing” and six months later “Presumed Dead.”

In September, 1984, we visited the Runnymede Memorial and saw Alan’s
name carved into concrete pillar #172, enshrined there along with 20,454
other airmen. This beautiful shrine is on the grounds where King John
signed the Magna Carta in 1215, “the most famous document in the
history of government.”

In June, 1983, we were pleased to learn that a lake in northwestern
Manitoba had been named after Flying Officer Alan B. Clegg in April,
1972. We were interviewed by CBC prior to Remembrance Day, 1983 re
our thoughts about this as a suitable memorial. We assured them Mother
and Dad would have been as proud as we were. Very suitable indeed in
that Alan was a lover of the great outdoors!

Clegg Lake (64 N/9), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Clegg, Leading WREN Olive I. of Binscarth
(W 1396). HMCS Protector. She died 17 June
1944 at the age of 24 and is commemorated at
Binscarth Cemetery, Manitoba. She was the
daughter of Morley E. and Louise Clegg (née
Beard) of Binscarth. According to her sister
(1 March 1997):

She received her education in Jellicoe and
Binscarth schools and took Grade 12 at Russell
High School. Later she took a Home Economics Short Course at
Minnedosa. For a time she did housework at Birtle until she obtained
employment with the Manitoba Telephone System as a telephone
operator.

In the spring of 1943 she enlisted in the Navy and was stationed at Galt,
Ontario for basic training as a telegrapher and then to the Naval Base at
Sydney, Nova Scotia where she contracted military tuberculosis
(galloping consumption) and died in June, 1944. At Knox United Church
she had a funeral with full military honours with the Chaplain and naval
pall bearers from HMCS Chippawa in Winnipeg.

Clegg Island (54 D/6) in Stephens Lake was named after her in
1996.

Cleunion, Private Lucien J. of Winnipeg (H 18177). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 4 January 1945 at the
age of 20 and is commemorated at Ravenna War Cemetery in Italy.
He was survived by his mother Marie Cleunion of Winnipeg. His
sister’s recollections (9 April 1998) of their childhood together is a
postcard of Canadian life at that time:
Born and raised in Winnipeg, Lucien was the only son of Marie
Cleunion, widow, who was the sole support of Lucien and his younger
sister Margaret. At an early age, Lucien undertook a share in the finances
of the family; he secured an ice-delivery route, hauling blocks of ice

per block, half of which he gave to his mother. When he joined the army,
he continued to send money home to his mother and sister.

Lucien had good scholastic and sports records in the three levels of
school that he attended. Somerset Elementary saw him helping out on
the School Patrol Team that was initiated by the Winnipeg Board of Trade
to guard busy street crossings and ensure safe passage for younger
students on their way to school in the mornings, at noon hours and at
school closing times. In 1938, Lucien’s school won the Championship
Award for Efficiency of School Patrols. In addition to this community
service, Lucien played soccer at Hugh John Macdonald Junior High,
where his team won the Senior A title in the city league in 1940. At
Daniel Mclntyre High, he was a member of the championship team in
Senior B Soccer. Later, Lucien coached Somerset in the Junior A Soccer
Tournament, where the team won second place, and managed the team
later when it again won second place. As well, in the North Winnipeg
Junior Hockey Tournament, Lucien was mentioned as an outstanding
goalie. And somehow, he found time to pitch baseball.

Lucien had little time for hobbies. Nevertheless, he collected pictures of
National Hockey League players, mainly of the Toronto Maple Leafs,
such as Syl Apps, Gordie Drillon and Gump Worseley. The pictures were
offered by Beehive Corn Syrup in exchange for labels from their cans.
Saturday evenings found Lucien and Margaret glued to the radio,
listening to Foster Hewitt’s famous hockey broadcasts. A secondary
hobby was the trading of comic books with his school-mates.

Lucien completed high school at the age of 17 1/2 years. His first, and
only employment (aside from his childhood job of delivering ice) was in
the CPR Shops in Winnipeg where he hoped to establish himself in a
career. However, as soon as he attained to 18 years of age, he offered
himself to his country, enlisting with the Princess Pats at the beginning of
January 1942. Almost immediately, he was posted overseas into the
battles raging in Italy. His brief life was over at the age of 20.

Cleunion Lake (63 N/3), south of Kississing Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Clifford, Flying Officer Lewis B. of Winnipeg (J 21295). No. 77
Squadron. He died 7 September 1943 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery, Germany. He was the
son of Lewis T. C. and Hettie Clifford and was survived by his wife
Jane T. Clifford of Winnipeg. Clifford Lake (53 M/6), north of
Oxford Lake was named after him in 1985.

Clifton, Private Arthur of Winnipeg (H 16360). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 15 December 1943 and
is commemorated at the Moro River Canadian War Cemetery in
Italy. Clifton Lake (64 J/11), west of Tadoule Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Climo, Gunner George Edward ‘“Ted” of
McAuley (H 1054). Royal Canadian Artillery.
He died 25 April 1945 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Holten Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the youngest of
the four children of George and Freda Climo.
According to his sister (15 January 2002):

Details of “Ted” are not too clear anymore. We
had a very uneventful life as children, raised on a
farm in Manitoba during the dry years in the thirties. Ted was a good-
natured lad. As soon as he became 18 years of age he joined up. His first
base was Camp Shilo as far as I remember. While growing up, Ted
attended Rutherglen School. His hobbies were riding his bicycle and
playing ball in summer. Winter he would enjoy skating and hockey.
She adds (7 August 1995):
When Ted was 11, the family moved in to the village of McAuley where
his father ran the hardware store. Ted’s mother was active in the local
Women’s Institute. Ted was very dear to her and his death came as a
great blow, especially as it came in the last few weeks of the war. In
1981, mother and I went to Holland and visited the grave site in Holten.
The Dutch people take pride in keeping the sites neat and children place
flowers regularly. We have a plaque in his remembrance on my father’s
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and mother’s grave in McAuley. Teddy was a very gentle young man.
His older brother Ralph also served overseas, but he was able to return
home. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friend. John 15:13.

Climo Lake (64 1/6), north of North Knife Lake was named after
him in 1974.

Cline, Warrant Officer 2 Gordon A. of Glenboro (R 106223). No.
415 Squadron. He died 10 April 1943 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Andrew R. and Elizabeth Cline. According to his
nephew (n.d.):
On the night of April 10, 1945, a convoy of five ships was intercepted —
a 8000-ton merchant vessel heavily guarded by a destroyer and three
escort ships — in the face of intense and accurate flak fire from all five
vessels, the five Hampdens carried out their torpedo attacks. All were
considerably shot up. One piloted by F/S G. A. Cline was seen to go
down near the blockade runner.
Cline Lake (64 F/8), southeast of Jordan Lake was named after him
in 1986.

Clisby, Rifleman Melvin O. of Ninette (H 41383). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 7 June 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France.
He was the son of Charles and Petra Clisby of Ninette and was
survived by his wife Margery E. Clisby of Ninette. Clisby Lake
(64 J/12), west of Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1957.

Clougher, Bombardier John J. of Brandon (H 66730). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 2 August 1941 at the age of 41 and is
commemorated at Brandon Cemetery. He was survived by his wife
Alexandra Clougher of Staffordshire, England. Clougher Lake
(64 1/2), southwest of South Knife Lake was named after him in
1974.

Clueit, Trooper Christopher V. of Winnipeg (H 157). Lord
Strathcona’s Horse. He died 12 December 1944 and is
commemorated at Ravenna War Cemetery in Italy. Clueit Lake
(62 P/16), west of Family Lake was named after him in 1978.

Cluff, Sapper William J. “Chuck” of
Binscarth (H 105084). Royal Canadian
Engineers. He died 28 April 1945 at the age of
27 and is commemorated at the Holten
Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was
the son of William and Jessie Cluff. His niece
and nephews write (28 November 2001):
Chuck was a quiet, wonderful man, loved by all his
stepbrothers, stepsisters, nieces and nephews.
He visited all his family on his leaves. He was killed in Germany with
three other soldiers when driving over an underground mine.

Cluff Lake (62 N/15), southeast of Wellman Lake was named after
him in 1973.

Coaffee, Private Cyril H. of Winnipeg (H 33034). Royal Canadian
Army Medical Corps. He died 2 July 1945 at the age of 48 and is
commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was
survived by his mother Harriott Coaffee. Coaffee Lake (63 P/2),
northeast of Cotton Lake was named after him in 1996.

Coates, Private James D. of Melita (H 87735). Royal Canadian
Army Service Corps. He died 11 June 1942 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Melita Cemetery, Manitoba. He was the son of
Robert and Mary Coates. Coates Island (63 1/1), in Holenchuk
Lake was named after him in 1995.
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Coates, Private Roy H. of Morris (H 65199). Royal Canadian
Army Service Corps. He died 2 May 1945 and is commemorated
at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. Coates Lake
(64 N/4), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Cochrane, Rifleman George A. of Matheson Island (H 100773).
Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 15 August 1944 at the age of 25
and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War
Cemetery, France. He was the son of William and Gertrude
Cochrane of Matheson Island, Manitoba. Cochrane Point (53 L/16)
on Gods Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cohen, Lieutenant Lawrence of Winnipeg
(CDN 423). Warwickshire Regiment. He died
8 July 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at  Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery, France. He was the
son of Isaac and Anne Cohen (née Shore). His
.-g brother recalls (10 October 2001):

“_‘3, ¥ Lawrence Cohen was born in Winnipeg on
November 30, 1921. The family lived in Winkler,
Manitoba until his father died in 1924 during an epidemic of Western
Equine Encephalitis. His mother and a young brother then moved to
Winnipeg.

Lieutenant Cohen attended Winnipeg schools, Machray, St. John’s High
School and the University of Manitoba in the Arts and Science Faculty
where he majored in Economics. He enrolled in the COTC. In 1943, he
enlisted and took further officer training in Gordon Head, British
Columbia, Camp Shilo in Manitoba and Camp Borden, Ontario. He then
went overseas, joining the British Army, 2nd Royal Warwickshire
Regiment where there was a shortage of officers, through the CanLoan
Program. His regiment was shipped from England to Normandy shortly
after D-Day. He died in battle in early July, 1944 and was ultimately
interred in the Canadian Cemetery near Caen, France.

Cohen Lake (64 1/9), northeast of North Knife Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Cohen, Warrant Officer 2 Syd of Winnipeg (R 95142). No. 7
Bombing and Gunnery School, RCAF. He died 15 March 1943 at
the age of 20 and is commemorated at Middlechurch (Independent
Bnay Abraham) Cemetery, Manitoba. He was the son of Ben and
Bertha Cohen. Cohen Island (64 C/6) in Kaykayk Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Coker, Pilot Officer Charles Kenneth of
Brandon (J 17259). No. 115 Squadron. He
died 30 May 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Heverlee War Cemetery,
Belgium. He was the son of Henry and Daisy
Coker of Brandon. His sister recalls (18
! November 2001):

Ken was the oldest son in the family and loved to
read. If you wanted to know about anything, you
could ask him and he would find out. He was a quiet, reserved person
and always ready to help; we all missed him so much when he left to go
overseas. My younger brother has been over to Belgium to see his grave.

Coker Lake (64 P/5), south of Nejanilini Lake was named after him
in 1974.

Colbeck, Sub-Lieutenant Arthur W. of Crandall (O 14690).
HMCS Clayquot. The Clayquot was torpedoed by U-806 and sunk
while taking station on Convoy XB.139 in the approaches to
Halifax Harbour; eight of her crew were lost. Sub-Lieutenant
Colbeck died 24 December 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He was the son of John



and Jeannie Colbeck of Crandall, Manitoba. Colbeck Lake (64 N/3),
north of Lac Brochet was named after him in 1961.

Cole, Private Allan B. of Flin Flon (L 104753). Lake Superior
Regiment. He died 14 December 1944 and is commemorated at
Bergen-op-Zoom Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Cole. Cole Peninsula (64 O/13) in
Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1996.

Cole, Gunner Benjamin H. (F 56426). Royal Canadian Artillery.
He died 7 November 1945 at the age of 25 and is commemorated at
Canso (Fourth Hill) Cemetery in Nova Scotia. He was the son of
Howard and Melinda Cole of Canso, Nova Scotia and was survived
by his wife Evelyn Cole. Cole Island (54 D/15) in Cygnet Lake
was named after him in 1996.

Cole, Flight Sergeant Robert J. L. of
Portage la Prairie (R 106214). No. 142
Squadron. He died 16 October 1942 at the age
of 20 and is commemorated at Grimsby
(Scartho Road) Cemetery Lincolnshire,
England. He was the eldest son of Robert and
Lila Cole and was survived by his wife of nine
months Kathleen Cole (née Dymond). She
recalls (16 October 2001):

Bob Cole was born in Portage la Prairie, Manitoba in March, 1920 and
attended school there, graduating from Portage Collegiate in 1938. He
was keenly interested in sports and took part in many provincial meets as
a 100-yard runner. He also coached the basketball team and took the lead
in many of the school’s operettas.

He was stationed in Virden and Saskatoon. There he played on the
winning basketball team at Air Force Training Base No. 4. He left for
overseas in

March of 1942 and was killed in October of that year. We were married
at Portage la Prairie on January 24, 1942.

Cole Bay (64 G/4) in Grandmother Lake was named after him in
1994.

Coll, Lieutenant William J. of Winnipeg (CDN
545). Royal Canadian Infantry Corps, on loan to
the Dorsetshire Regiment. He died 17 July 1944
at the age of 28 and is commemorated at Hottot-
les-Bagues War Cemetery, France. He was the
son of William P. and Caroline W. Coll of
Winnipeg and was survived by two sisters and a
younger brother who served overseas during the
war. His brother writes (22 January 2002):
CanLoan Officer Lieutenant William J. Coll enlisted in the Queen’s
Cameron Highlanders of Canada at Winnipeg, Manitoba after graduating
from Daniel Mclntyre Collegiate Institute in September, 1939 and
proceeded overseas to England with his regiment in December of the
same year. In August, 1942 Lieutenant Coll participated in the raid on
Dieppe, France and returned safely to England. He was selected for
Officer training soon after the raid and was returned to Canada.

He received his commission and was appointed Lieutenant (Infantry)
November, 1943. He returned to England in March, 1944 whereupon he
volunteered for service with the British Army CanLoan Program and
became a platoon commander with the Ist Dorsetshire Regiment just
prior to the D-Day invasion of France.

Coll Lake (64 1/10), northeast of North Knife Lake was named after
him in 1978.

Collett, Gunner Stanley H. “Kelly” of Portage la Prairie (H 54906).
Royal Canadian Artillery. He died 23 October 1940 at the age of
33 and is commemorated at Hillside Cemetery, Portage la Prairie.

He was survived by his mother Ada Collett. Collett Lake (64 K/13),
northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Collier, Flying Officer Clarence M. of Souris (J 23592). No. 405
Squadron. He died 16 December 1943 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at Cambridge City Cemetery in Cambridgeshire,
England. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. A. E. L. E. Collier.
Collier Lake (64 O/16), west of Baralzon Lake was named after
him in 1987.

Collins, Private Albert C. of Brandon (H 64824). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 18 September 1944 at
the age of 21 and is commemorated at Coriano Ridge War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Albert and Margaret Collins.
Albert Collins Lake (53 K/13), northeast of Gods Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Collins, Private Avery B. (H 46398). Lake Superior Regiment. He
died 30 April 1945 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. Avery Collins Lake (64 P/2),
northwest of Meades Lake was named after him in 1996.

Collins, Trooper Donald James of Winnipeg
(H 103127). Fort Garry Horse. He died 8
August 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery, France. He was the son of James
and Sarah Collins. According to his sister
(8 December 1994):

My brother ... was born ... in the Winnipeg

General Hospital. Our home at that time was
Springfield, Manitoba, just east of Transcona. He went to Brooklands
School from Grade 1 to 8, then to Cecil Rhodes for Grade 9. He left in
mid-term to take a job with Gillis and Warren on Fort Street; he worked
as a shipper in the Parts [Department]. It was an automobile firm. He
left to go to Trans Canada [Airlines] in the shipping department and then
to the army. He was at Fort Osborne for a time and at Fort Garry,
University of Manitoba where the troops were stationed. He later went
to Camp Borden with the Armoured Regiment then England and France
as a ... dispatch rider in the Fort Garry Horse.

Collins Lake (63 K/14), northeast of Athapapuskow Lake was
named after him in 1951 and Collins Hill (64 A/5), south of
Baldock Lake was named after him in 1995.

Collins, Flying Officer James T. of Winnipeg (J 39957). No. 12
Squadron. He died 7 February 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of Frederick W. and Mary Collins and was
survived by his wife Gladys M. Collins of Dorset, England. Collins
Peninsula (63 O/8) on Paint Lake was named after him in 1995.
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Collins, Private Norman A. of Rossendale (H 67225). South
Saskatchewan Regiment. He died 20 July 1944 and is
commemorated at the Bayeux Memorial in France. Collins Rapids
(64 C/16) in the Hughes River was named after him in 1995.

Collins, Private Keith G. of Darlingford (K
50752). Seaforth Highlanders of Canada. He
died 23 May 1944 at the age of 37 and is
commemorated at the Cassino War Cemetery in
Italy. He was the son of William W. and Julia
A. Collins. He was working in the mines in
British Columbia when war was declared, so he
enlisted there. Collins Esker (64 1/3), south of
Blyth Lake was named after him in 1995.
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Collins, Pilot Officer Russell T. F. of Winnipeg
(J 45008). No. 62 Operational Training Unit,
RCAF. He died 6 October 1944 at the age of 26
and is commemorated at Stonefall Cemetery in
Yorkshire, England. He was the son of Mr. and
Mrs. H. W. Collins of Elmwood and was
survived by his wife Irene Collins of Elmwood
and their young son. Collins Narrows (53 E/16)
in Island Lake was named after him in 1995.

Collins, Corporal Wesley of Point Douglas
(H 17827). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 5
July 1944 at the age of 24 and is commemorated
at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery,
France. He was the son of Walter and Jean
Collins of Winnipeg and was survived by his
wife Alison Collins of Winnipeg and their 18
month-old daughter Elizabeth. His wife recalls
(20 November 2001):

Wesley was at the lake with his family when war was declared. The
family proceeded to pack up camp and head back to Winnipeg so the
boys could enlist. After taking officer training courses, he was an
instructor at Fort Garry for two years before going overseas. While
overseas, Wesley and I exchanged letters weekly and I remember him
expressing a desire to see his “little princess” again, how much he missed
everyone and wanting to come home soon. I have many fond memories
and was lucky enough to be blessed with a close, loving family.

Collins Creek (63 O/7), which flows northeast into Wuskwatim
Brook was named after him in 1995.

Collister, Pilot Officer John W. of Brandon (J 90351). No. 12
Squadron. He died 29 July 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery, Germany. He was the
son of Thomas and Stella Collister. Collister Lake (64 1/14),
northwest of Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1975.

Collyer, Flying Officer John W. of Winnipeg (J
23976). No. 640 Squadron. He died 17 June
1944 at the age of 31 and is commemorated at
Herwen-en-Aerdt (Tolkamer) General Cemetery,
Holland. He was the son of James and Ethel M.
Collyer and was survived by his wife Agnes A.
Collyer of Winnipeg. His son writes
(6 November 2001):

I have no memories of my Dad as he left for overseas when I was a very
small baby. All I have of him is three letters, some pictures and stories
told me by my Mother and Grandparents. I am enclosing a copy of his
last letter, written to me just two months before his death. I am very
proud of him and what he and others like him did for this country:

Dear Son: How are you fella, fine I hope. I want to thank you for all the
parcels and the valentine, pretty good boy to your Dad, hope you are a
good boy for your mother, because if you are not, I will be right over
there after you. Don’t forget son, that though your Dad is a long way
away, I am always thinking of you and mother and am only waiting for
the day that I can get home to you both. Meanwhile son, be a good
soldier — look after your mummy and granny, do what they say, because
they know best, and always be a man.

Well son, we are licking Jerry and hope soon to have him where he can’t
do any more damage, so be a good fella, give Mum and Granny a kiss for
me, and tell Mummy I love you both. Be seeing you son. All my love
always, Your Dad (15 April 1944).

Collyer Lake (63 K/16), west of Wekusko Lake was named after
him in 1973.

Colter, Flight Sergeant James C. of Crystal City (R 95411). No.
418 Squadron. He died 27 August 1942 at the age of 21 and is
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commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the youngest of the
four children of Herbert and Barbara Colter of
Crystal City, Manitoba. His sister writes (29
May 1995):

He was educated in Crystal City schools and during
those years he was deeply interested in team sports
and excelled in his playing of hockey. After
graduation from school, he secured employment
with the Royal Bank and from 1937 until 1941 he was with the Bank in
Crystal City, Deloraine and Melita respectively.

In March, 1941 he enlisted with the RCAF and took his training at High
River, Alberta and at Fort McLeod, Alberta where he received his wings
October 24th, 1941. He was posted overseas in November, 1941 and was
on active duty at Bradwell Bay with Squadron No. 418. While on a
mission August 27, 1942 he went missing and was never found. He was
the youngest of the Colter family, blessed with a quick and ready wit. He
was much loved and deeply mourned by his parents, his brothers Orville
and Karl and sisters Erma, Marguerite and Olive.

Colter Lake (64 O/15), east of Nueltin Lake was named after him
in 1975.

Colvin, Private Frederick J. of Carman (H
6848). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died a
prisoner of war 1 January 1944 at the age of 23
and is commemorated at the Yokohama War
Cemetery in Japan. He was the son of Andrew
and Ethel Colvin of Carman. Colvin Lake
(64 N/11), southwest of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Colwell, Trooper Dexter of Winnipeg (H 95371). South Alberta
Tank Regiment. He died 21 August 1944 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery, France. Colwell
Lake (64 H/1), west of Hogg Lake was named after him in 1995.

Comba, Warrant Officer 1 William M. of Killarney, Manitoba
(R 59670). No. 220 Fortress Squadron. He died 14 June 1943 at
the age of 21 and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. Comba Lake (63 K/16), west of Wekusko Lake
was named after him in 1973.

Combaz, Flying Officer Alfred J. of Norwood (J 29388). No. 478
Squadron. He died 21 February 1945 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Alfred and Augustine Combaz of Norwood.
Combaz Lake (64 O/6), southeast of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1975.

Comeau, Private Joseph Gaston of St. Boniface (H 616843).
Maisonneuve Regiment. He died 30 July 1945 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. Comeau Lake (54 E/12), southeast of North Knife Lake
was named after him in 1964.

Comeault, Lieutenant Jules A. of Letellier.
Royal 22nd Regiment. He died 2 December
1944 at the age of 22 and is commemorated at
Ravenna War Cemetery in Italy. He was the
son of Edmond and Rose Comeault of Letellier.
A former teacher at Saint Boniface College
wrote (Bernier 1999):

This very bright lad arrived on the scene of Saint

Boniface College in 1935. Almost immediately he
exhibited his true aptitudes by becoming a formidable opponent for his
fellow citizen of Letellier, Jacques Bruyere, who was head of his class.



Jules Comeault had been well prepared by a classical education by the
Letellier parish priest, Father J.-P. Gagnon, who had sensed in this young
boy a brilliant mind and had coached him in the elements of Latin.

For some time thereafter, we lost sight of him until he emerged in Italy
with the noted Canadian “Van Doos” Regiment. With his comrades in
arms, Jules attended an audience with Pope Pius XII, a momentous
occasion which led him to report to his parents the thrill of this unique
encounter that left him more deeply steeped in his true Catholic faith.
The letter he wrote them was couched in such expressive terms and
revealing such sincere feelings of faith and hope that the parish priest at
Letellier saw fit to read it as his address to the congregation one Sunday
morning in the very church where Jules himself had been baptized.

This was the most moving missive that the young officer had hoped to
deliver himself when, very young, he had aspired to the priesthood.
Later, it would also become the most eloquent parliamentary discourse
that this future Catholic deputy would deliver. This precious document
is now in the hands of his family, who have proudly and generously
shared it with his parish and his College.

His father received a letter from the Chaplain of the “Van Doos:”

Dear Mr. Comeault: You have surely by now been officially advised of
the painful news of the death of your son, Lieutenant Jules-Armand
Comeault, felled on the field of honour. As Chaplain of the Royal “Van
Doos,” I offer you my sincere condolences.

Mortally wounded while leading his men to an eventually victorious
advance on the night of December 2nd, Lt. Comeault was removed to the
Field First Aid Station some 200 yards back from where he had been
stricken by enemy fire. I was there with the medical officers at the time
and I can assure you that every resource was put to use to save your son’s
life. He had already by then become very weak and was immediately
given a blood transfusion with some slight hope of saving him. He
recognized me and kept communicating verbally with me until he lost
consciousness. I had recently been inducted into his regiment and had
several times seen your son attending Mass and receiving the
Sacraments. As a matter of fact, on the eve of this fateful attack, he had
encouraged the men in his detachment to receive the Sacraments as he
was doing. He was well prepared for this eventuality and he died as a
good Christian and a brave soldier.

“If I die,” he said to me as I held him during the blood transfusion, “say
a Mass for me and please write home on my behalf.” He also spoke of a
nun, one of his sisters I believe, and requested that I tell her he had died
“a good Catholic soldier.” Subsequently, I proceeded to administer the
Last Rites of the Church. He prayed devoutly with me as the field
doctors treated him continuously with all the resources at their command.
Your son became unconscious and at 1 AM, passed away peacefully as I
cradled his head between my hands.

As I had promised, I said a Mass for him in the combat zone. In writing
to you to express my deepest sympathy, I want to offer you the comfort
of knowing that Jules’ memory is real and vivid amongst us. Young and
full of energy as he was, he had friends in the entire Regiment,
particularly with the soldiers under his command. These men really
loved him and would have followed wherever he led. Now they miss him
keenly. To this I was witness when the shock of the news of his death
reached them; they truly bemoaned the loss of their “good little
Lieutenant Comeault.” These men join me, Mr. Comeault, to offer you
and you family our heartfelt condolences. Devotedly yours, Captain A.
Tessier, OMI (31 December 1944).

Lieutenant Jules Comeault spoke Italian and was aware of the military
situation in Italy. After the liberation of Rome and before resuming the
attack toward Bologna, his Regiment visited the Vatican and Pope Pius
XII. After his visit, Jules commented, “It was worthwhile to cross
Hitler’s line to witness such an event.” In the group were Band members
of the Infantry Corps who played their own music. Soldier Billy
Oryschik of Emerson, Manitoba said he never played his clarinet better.
“I must have played like an angel to maintain the atmosphere of this
grand demonstration,” he said (Southeast Journal 10 November 1999).

Comeault Creek (54 B/16), which flows northeast into Kaskattama

River was named after him in 1964.

Compton, Pilot Officer Orville F. of Winnipeg
(J 88175). No. 429 Squadron. He was
presumed dead 13 August 1944 at the age of 22
and is commemorated at the Hanover War
Cemetery in Germany. He had been
“officially” missing for two years after his 33rd
mission. He was the son of Francis R. and
Honor C. Compton of Winnipeg. According to
his niece (28 July 1997):

Orville attended Elim Chapel Sunday School, Winnipeg from three years
to fifteen years. There is a plaque on the wall in the church with other
members who were killed in the Second World War. Orville worked in
drugstore delivery etc. Orville was an instructor in the Winnipeg Roller
Rink till he signed up for service. I understand that they had a plaque
after the war in the Roller Rink. Orville had a boat-tail Roadster Essex
— he drove it everywhere.

Compton Lake (63 N/1), southeast of Sherridon was named after
him in 1970.

Comstock, Private William D. of Winnipeg (H 1413). Seaforth
Highlanders of Canada. He died 2 September 1944 and is
commemorated at Gradara War Cemetery in Italy. Comstock Lake
(52 L/6), east of Lac du Bonnet was named after him in 1973.

Condie, Signalman James R. of Winnipeg (V 9836). HMCS
Spikenard. The Spikenard was torpedoed and sunk by U-136 south
of Iceland, while escorting Convoy SC.67; there were only eight
survivors. Signalman Condie died 10 February 1942 at the age of
20 and is commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He was the son
of John and Ruth Condie of Winnipeg. Condie Lake (64 1/1), east
of North Knife Lake was named after him in 1957.

Condie, Pilot Officer Robert C. “Bert” of
Crystal City (J 2929). No. 7 Service Flying
Training School. He died 2 April 1941 at the
age of 24 and is commemorated at Crystal City
Cemetery, Manitoba. He was the son of Robert
and Helen Condie and was survived by his wife
Erma Condie of Crystal City and their unborn
son. A contemporary newspaper reported that:

Constable R. Condie received the shocking news on April 2 that his son,
Pilot Officer Bert Condie, had been killed in a plane crash which also
took the life of a brother officer. Mr. Condie and Mrs. H. C. Colter,
mother of Mrs. Bert Condie, took the train at Brandon that night for
MacLeod, where also Mr. and Mrs. Chas. McLaren of Golden Prairie,
Saskatchewan, Mr. and Mrs. Earl G. McKitrick of Lethbridge and
Physical Instructor Harold Gilbert, RCAF of Calgary were gathered, the
latter arriving by plane soon after the accident.

Mr. Condie returned on Saturday via Brandon while the body of his son
was given military escort via Winnipeg over CPR lines. A few minutes
before the arrival of the train here, on the day of burial, a telegram was
received from the hospital at McLeod, announcing the birth of a son to
Mrs. Condie and the late Pilot Officer R. C. Condie, RCAF (Crystal City
Courier 10 April 1941).

Condie Island (63 1/7) in Lawford Lake was named after him in 1995.

Conley, Pilot Officer Walter F. of Norwood
(J 95141). No. 429 Squadron. He died 5
November 1945 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Harrogate (Stonefall)
Cemetery Yorkshire, England. He was the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Conley and was
survived by his wife of 11 months Megan
Conley of Brynteg, Denbighshire, Wales. She
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still lives in Wales and writes (28 March 1998):

... I 'have remarried (to an ex-RAF aircrew member) and both belong to
the Croydon and Sutton Branch (UK) of the Canadian Veterans
Association, so [we] keep in touch with current happenings in Canada.
My late husband and members of his crew are buried at Stonefall
Commonwealth Cemetery. We are able to visit regularly to pay our
respects to some 600 RCAF aircrew who are buried there in beautifully
tended grounds, overlooked by Canadian maples that were planted some
50 years ago.
Conley Lake (64 G/5), south of Big Sand Lake was named after

him in 1994.

Connolly, Company Sergeant Major Bert of Winnipeg (H 19261).
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 19 August 1942 and
is commemorated at Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery, France.
Connolly Lake (64 O/9), north of Nejanilini Lake was named after
him in 1975.

Conrad, Regimental Sergeant Major (Warrant Officer 1)
George A. of Winnipeg (P 10257). Royal Canadian Engineers.
A veteran of the First World War, he died 7 July 1942 at the age
of 48 and is commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg.
He was survived by his wife Mary E. Conrad of St. James.
Conrad Lake (64 C/9), northeast of Eden Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Conway, Lance Corporal Victor G. H. of Winnipeg (H 26732). Fort
Garry Horse. He died 6 June 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France. He
was survived by his mother Elizabeth Hawkins of Winnipeg. Conway
Lake (63 1/7), east of Molson Lake was named after him in 1973.

Cook, Flight Sergeant Alexander of Winnipeg (R 157058). No.
103 Squadron. He died 12 June 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Raalte General Cemetery, Holland. Cook Rapids
(64 B/8) in the Pecheponakun River was named after him in 1995.

Cook, Flight Lieutenant Benjamin T. of
Glenella (19826/] 16158). No. 413 Squadron,
Distinguished Flying Medal.

This airman has participated in numerous operational
sorties against enemy targets, including nearly all the
most heavily defended centres in Germany and Italy.
He also took part in the daylight raid on Le Creusot.
Throughout, Flight Sergeant Cook has set and
maintained a high standard of courage and
navigational skill which has been a fine example to
others (DFM Citation 1944).

He was awarded the DFM while serving with No. 97 Squadron,
RAF. He died 18 October 1947 while on a photographic survey
flight from Penticton to Calgary. The wreckage was found five
years later and the federal government erected a cairn at the site.
He was 27 years of age and is commemorated at the Ottawa
Memorial. He was the son of William Jeff and Edith Cook of Arden
and was survived by his wife Gladys M. Cook of Penticton, British
Columbia. Benjamin Cook Lake (64 P/1), south of Caribou Lake
was named after him in 1996.

Cook, Flying Officer Lorne F. of Kenton (J 24619). No. 23
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 24 November 1943 at
the age of 22 and is commemorated at Pershore Cemetery,
Worcestershire, England. He was the son of Fred and Naomi Cook
of Kenton, Manitoba. Cook Peninsula (64 O/8) on Martin Moore
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cook, Ordinary Seaman Thomas A. of Winnipeg (V 24177).
HMCS Barrie. He died 26 June 1941 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
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son of Ernest E. and Mary A. Cook of
Winnipeg. He was described as “a star
Winnipeg rugby player” and was expected to be
“one of the future Bomber greats.” A
newspaper account indicated that:

... [he] served but one year with the team after
graduating from Greg Kabat’s St. Paul’s College
Crusaders. Tommy gave up a good position to join
the Royal Canadian Navy. In [June] of this year he
gave his life for his country in a naval accident off
Halifax. May he rest in peace (n.d.).

Cook Creek (64 N/7), which flows northwest into Tatowaycho
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cook, Flying Officer Thomas J. of Winnipeg
(C 3010). No. 3 Wireless School, RCAF. He
died 8 July 1941 at the age of 45 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was the youngest of the nine
children of John W. and Mary Cook of
Marmora, Ontario and was survived by his wife
Cassie Cook (née Passco) of Winnipeg and
their three daughters. He attended the
University of Ottawa from 1913 to 1915, intending to enter the
priesthood, but joined the Royal Flying Corps (later Royal Air
Force) in Toronto in 1917. According to his daughter (2 April
1995):
Following his discharge, Dad moved to Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan where
a brother was living and he and Mother were married there on August 2,
1923. Three daughters were raised in a warm and loving home. We
learned to ice skate on a rink Dad built in our back yard as we pushed
Mother’s kitchen chairs in front of us.
We left Moose Jaw to come to Winnipeg about 1934. Dad was a
travelling candy salesman at that time and sometimes, though not often,
we all went with him. Living in a tent was an adventure. The Depression
was really making itself felt, and the spring of 1939 found us living in
two 9 x 9 tents in the old Granite Tourist Camp on Osborne Street as Dad
switched from selling candy to selling cars for Breen Motors. Not too
profitable as people were not buying either item as the Second World War
inched closer. That was also the summer of the first Royal Visit of the
King and Queen which was very exciting for us, as an uncle from Moose
Jaw would be travelling with them.

Around 1938 we had left the Catholic Church and joined with Mother at
St. Stephen’s Broadway United. Here Mother and Dad became Sunday
School Teachers and leaders in Young People’s programs. I’ve heard it
said that a convert often makes the strongest member and I think this was
true for Dad. He loved the Church.

In November of 1940, Dad joined the RCAF earning the rank of Flying
Officer. He did some training in Edmonton and Montreal before being
posted to No. 3 Wireless here in Winnipeg. It was wonderful to have our
Dad back home. Little did we know that six short months later he would
die when his plane crashed just outside Winnipeg. We, his daughters
were just 15, 13 and 11. Mother of course was devastated, but gamely
took on the task of raising her three girls alone while returning to the
work force for the first time since she and Dad were married.

I asked an aunt one time to tell me a little about my Dad, and she told me
“Tom always loved to tell a good story.” It is sad not to know the
personality of one’s Father. To us, he was loving, a gentle disciplinarian
who always told us when he was leaving to “look after Mother.” To
quote from a letter from A. B. Shearer, Air Commodore of No. 2 Training
Command to Mother 14 July 1941 following Dad’s crash: “He was
conscientious and willing in all his work, a man whose religion was very
real to him, and his tolerance and understanding of others won for him
the respect and admiration of the Officers of his Squadron.”

Thomas Cook Lake (53 M/7), north of Knee Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Cook, Lance Corporal Wilfred M. B. of Grand Rapids (H 101836).
Calgary Highlanders, Military Medal. He died 29 August 1944 at
the age of 20 and is commemorated at Bretteville-sur-Laize



Canadian War Cemetery, France. He was the son of Solomon and
Annie Cook of Grand Rapids. Cook River (53 N/4), which flows
north into Gods River was named after him in 1995.

Cooke, Gunner Hesketh of Winnipeg (H 69899). Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 2 December 1942 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of Christopher and Kate Cooke of Winnipeg. Cooke Esker
(64 P/11), northwest of Caribou Lake was named after him in 1996.

Cooke, Craftsman John C. of Steep Rock (H 63634). Royal
Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. He died 12 January
1945 at the age of 26 and is commemorated at the Groesbeek
Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was survived by his mother
Rose Cooke and by his wife Esther Cooke of Steep Rock. Cooke
Hill (64 N/4), west of Quasso Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cooke, Private Joseph of Whitemouth (H 8017). Essex Scottish
Regiment. He died 16 October 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Bergen-op-Zoom Cemetery, Holland. He was
the son of Joseph and Elizabeth Cooke of Kenora. Joseph Cooke
Peninsula (54 D/15) on Cygnet Lake was named after him in 1996.

Cooke, Private Marshall of Winnipeg (H 18544).
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 3
March 1945 at the age of 30 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was survived by his
wife Helen Cooke of Winnipeg and his two
young daughters, Janice and Bernice. His
daughter writes (26 November 2001):

Marshall “Peter” Cooke was born in Hartlepool, County Durham,
England on September 25, 1914. He was one of six children. Before the
war, Peter was employed at the Winnipeg Free Press as a Linotype
Operator. He was a volunteer for the Red Cross Society and also
belonged to St. John’s Ambulance. He loved the outdoors and enjoyed
activities such as hunting, horseback riding and canoeing.

Sisters Ricky and Joyce were teenagers when he went overseas and recall
Peter as an easygoing man who was well liked and had a good sense of
humour. They said he was very proud of his family and considered him
to be a true family man. We will remember him.

Cooke Point (64 O/4) on Doig Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cooney, Private Albert William of Winnipeg
(H 26013). Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders. He died 3 March 1945 at the age
of 30 and is commemorated at the Groesbeek
Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was
one of the 11 children of Edward and Kristjana
Cooney and was survived by his wife Jean
Cooney of Winnipeg and their daughter.
Private Cooney was wounded while a member
of the Fort Garry Horse. Upon recovery, he returned to the fighting
with the Camerons since his regiment had already gone on. Cooney
Lake (63 1/16), east of Cross Lake was named after him in 1973.

Cooper, Flight Sergeant Hector T. M. of
Plumas (R 80234). No. 101 Squadron. He died
3 April 1942 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Lorient (Kerentrech)
Communal Cemetery, France. He was the son
of the Reverend Joseph E. and Mary Cooper of
Oakville. Cooper Bay (64 P/12) in Nejanilini
Lake was named after him in 1989.

Cooper, Private Kenneth S. of Mather
(H 77726). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 21
December 1941 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Sai Wan Memorial in
Hong Kong. He was the son of Thomas and
Ethel Cooper of Mather. Cooper Island (64 N/8)
in Shannon Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cooper, Trooper Warren M. of Winnipeg (H 101181). Calgary
Tank Regiment. He died 2 October 1943 and is commemorated at
Bari War Cemetery in Italy. Cooper Point (53 L/15) on Seller Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Cope, Licutenant Alfred R. of Winnipeg (CDN 480). South
Lancashire Regiment. He died 18 September 1944 at the age of 20
and is commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of William and Helen Cope of Winnipeg.
Cope Island (53 L/4) in Nikik Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cope, Corporal Francis P. F. of Winnipeg (H 2985). 1st Canadian
Special Services Battalion. He died 10 July 1944 at the age of 26 and
is commemorated at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland.
He was the son of Gilbert and Hilda Cope of Winnipeg. Cope Lake
(63 K/13), southwest of Embury Lake was named after him in 1984.

Copeland, Rifleman Edward J. of Winnipeg (H 20177). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 6 June 1944 and is commemorated at
Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France. Copeland Lake
(64 O/2), southwest of Munroe Lake was named after him in 1975.

Coppins, Corporal Frederick G. (1987) 8th Battalion (Manitoba

Regiment), Victoria Cross.
On 9 August 1918 at Hackett Woods, near Amiens, France, Corporal
Coppins’ platoon came unexpectedly under fire of numerous machine-
guns. It was not possible to advance or retire and there was no cover.
Corporal Coppins, calling on four men to follow him, leapt forward in the
face of intense machine-gun fire and rushed straight for the guns. The
four men with him were killed and he was wounded, but going on alone,
he killed the operator of the first gun and three of the crew and took four
prisoners. Despite his wound, he then continued with his platoon to the
final objective (Buzzell 1997).

He was 28 years of age at the time. This native of London, England
enlisted at Valcartier, Quebec in September, 1914. He died in 1963
at the age of 73. Coppins Lake (63 P/7), east of Cauchon Lake was
named after him in 2001.

Corbett, Pilot Officer Ernest Clayton of Winnipeg (J 6408). No.
60 Squadron. He died 17 May 1942 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Singapore Memorial. Corbett Lake (64 O/11),
southeast of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1961.

Corkett, Captain George R. “Geordie” of
Winnipeg. Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry. He died 22 September 1944 at the age
of 28 and is commemorated at Coriano Ridge
War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of
Colonel Cecil and Madeline G. Corkett and was
survived by his wife Aileen M. D. Corkett (née
Alley) and their unborn daughter. Captain
Corkett graduated from Royal Military College
in June, 1939 and accordingly was quickly shipped overseas and
was given a number of diverse assignments.

In December, 1942, familiar faces began disappearing in ones and twos
from every Canadian officers’ and sergeants’ mess in the United
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Kingdom. Only those who packed their kitbags and disappeared knew
why, or where they were going. It was four months after the disastrous
Dieppe raid. Canadian soldiers had been slaughtered by the score in that
half-day battle. They had fought bravely, but they lacked battle
experience and paid the price for this deficiency. Every few weeks until
March, 1943, the mini-drafts moved off. By then, 201 officers and 147
senior NCOs had silently departed from the Canadian hutted camps in
southern England. They had been appointed to Q List. Their immediate
destination was the Non-Effective Transit Depot (NETD) on Thursley
Common; their final destination, a secret.

NETD was the purgatory of the Canadian Army Overseas. People were
usually posted to NETD for return to Canada with blots on their
escutcheons.  Drunks, black marketeers, chronic offenders against
military discipline, misfits and crooks made up the main populations of
NETD. That is why one Q List officer was greeted by an acquaintance
with: “Good God Harry. You here? What did you do?” NETD was a
cesspool of lost hopes and broken men, a stopping place on the way to
perhaps dishonourable discharge, cashiering or at very least, ‘adjutant-
general’s disposal’ — an ominous and uncertain fate.

But Q List did not contain those who had fallen afoul of military or civil
authority. It was a select list, supposedly the best of the bunch. It just
happened, so far as the Canadian Army Overseas was concerned, that
they were temporarily ‘non-effectives.” Hence, NETD was the only
place they could be borne on ration strength and administered. In their
case, it was a stepping stone to high adventure. They had been chosen to
join the British Ist Army in North Africa to learn the trade of war by
leading and commanding men in the heat of battle against Rommel and
his Afrikakorps, then to return to lead their own men later in the war.

Who were these chosen men? One was Major Frankie White, a curly-
haired extrovert from Canada’s Strathcona Horse. He became acting
second-in-command of the swanky 17th/21st Lancers; their battle
honours included Balaclava where they led the Charge of the Light
Brigade, and Omdurman where Winston Churchill galloped against the
[Dervishes] at the head of their troops. Another was George Corkett, a
Princess Patricia’s Captain. Posted to the Coldstream Guards, he was
severely wounded in the head by enemy air action while on the way to
join that regiment (Galloway 1979).

His obituary read in part:

Member of a widely known military family, his wife is the former Aileen
Maud Darracott Alley, daughter of Colonel and Mrs. H. R. Alley of
Toronto. Mrs. Corkett resides in England. The young couple married in
1939 on the eve of his embarkation for England. His wife went overseas
[with the] Voluntary Aid Detachment of the Red Cross [in 1940].
Assigned to a hospital in Basingstoke, Mrs. Corkett arrived to find her
husband among casualties from the African Campaign. He had been
assigned command of a company of the 2nd Coldstream Guards. Later
he returned to the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, his original
regiment, for service in Italy (n.d.).

Corkett Lake (64 K/5), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Cormack, Flying Officer Douglas W. W,
of East Kildonan (J 12034). No. 45 Delivery
Group. He died 13 October 1943 at the age of
21 and is commemorated at the Ottawa
Memorial. Cormack Lake (64 O/11), east of
Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1975.

Cormack, Flight Sergeant John of East
Kildonan (R 59294). No. 405 Squadron. He
died 15 April 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Rheinberg War Cemetery in
Germany. He was the son of Frederick and
Nora Cormack of Winnipeg. Cormack Island
(63 N/13) in Sisipuk Lake was named after him
in 1995.
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Cormier, Private Omer of La Salle (H 16449). Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 8 August 1944 at the age of 22
and is commemorated at Florence War Cemetery, Italy. Cormier
Lake (64 F/2), southeast of Wells Lake was named after him in 1994.

Cornwall, Flying Officer James Raymond of
Minnedosa (J 13599). No. 207 Squadron. He
died 29 April 1943 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the only son of
Francis W. and Wilhelmina Cornwall of
Minnedosa. He was patrolling the Bay of
Biscay for submarines but failed to return.
Cornwall Island (64 J/12) in Jamie Lake was
named after him in 1989.

Cornwell, Private Charles W. of Winnipeg (H 103170). Canadian
Scottish Regiment. He died 9 June 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France.
He was the son of Walter and Florence Cornwell of St. James.
Cornwell Lake (63 O/5), southeast of Highrock Lake was named
after him in 1973.

Cory, Private Willis L. of Winnipeg (H 17010). Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 31 August 1944 at the age of 41
and is commemorated at Montecchio War Cemetery in Italy. He
was the son of William and Ann Cory and was survived by his wife
Annie L. Cory of Winnipeg. Cory Lake (64 K/7), northeast of
Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Cosens, Private William John of Fisherton
(H 59678). Algonquin Regiment. He died 27
October 1944 at the age of 22 and is commemorated
at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in Belgium.
He was survived by his wife Maud Cosens (née
Gander) of Lewes, Sussex, England. According to
his sister-in-law (1 May 1997):

John liked carpenter work, plus wood carving and

hunting deer and game birds. He carved a rolling
pin and a wooden mixing spoon from a tree from his parents’ farm which
his mother used until she had a stroke at the age of 92 years.

Cosens Lake (64 G/15), northwest of Trout Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Costello, Flying Officer George A. “Pug” of
Stonewall (J 39820). No. 442 Squadron. He
died 28 October 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War
Cemetery in Germany. He had been forced to
bail out of his aircraft when it was hit by flak
near Hennewig, Germany. The Nazi party
member who shot him in the back while taking
him prisoner was hanged following a war
crimes trial in the post-war cleanup of Germany. He was one of the
seven children of Valentine de Lacy and Marie Costello of
Stonewall and was survived by his fiancée Mary Jepson of Toronto.

Forty-two years ago, Stonewall’s George Costello had just completed all
his required flying missions. But seeing his buddy, Frosty, with one more
to fly, the 20 year-old Spitfire pilot decided he’d wait for his friend and
fly another mission himself. That final flight over Belgium turned out to
be the fatal one for the Stonewall flyer. [He] was recruited while
studying Grade 12 at Stonewall Collegiate. A long part of his service was
spent on the Aleutian Islands protecting the West Coast. Later he was
part of the first wing to land in Normandy and establish an Allied air
force base in France (Reimer 1986).

His sisters remember that George was always called Pug at home,
a nickname given by his paternal grandfather. A bright,



hardworking student, he participated in all sports and excelled in
gymnastics. He is also remembered by his wingman, Frosty Young,
an American in the RCAF who risked staying over him until he was
safely on the ground. His sister adds (7 January 2002):
As Frosty Young returned to Canada, he was met in Halifax by his wife
from Vancouver and as they returned home by train, they took time to visit
with our parents as they passed through Winnipeg — a kindly, thoughtful
thing to do. Frosty lives in Chico, California and keeps in touch with our
family. He has been to visit twice in the last few years. We also meet him
at the Canadian Fighter Pilots Reunion in Comox every other year.
Costello Island (64 G/12) in Big Sand Lake was named after him
in 1986.

Coteé, Private Joe G. of Winnipeg (H 27010). Canadian Provost
Corps. He died 19 March 1941 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Frank and Frances Coté and was
survived by his wife Norma Coté of Guelph. Cété Island (63 P/5)
in Paint Lake was named after him in 1996.

Coté, Private Paul A. of Fisher Branch (H 1577).
Royal Canadian Regiment. He died 6
September 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Coriano Ridge War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Alphonse
and Malvina Coté (née Lambert) of Fort
Frances, Ontario. His nephew’s wife writes
(15 February 1995): “While he lived in Fisher
Branch he had made an attempt to farm —
without much success. His brother Wilfred and sister May Ann
resided in Fisher Branch. He then returned to Ontario where he
joined the army.” Coté Lake (64 N/16), west of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Cottick, Private Ernest A. of Fishing River (H 17571). Lake
Superior Regiment. He died 19 February 1945 at the age of 24 and
is commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. E. Cottick of Fishing
River. Cottick Lake (64 O/10), west of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1975.

Cottier, Pilot Officer Thomas G. of Winnipeg (J 4885). No. 419
Squadron. He died 16 January 1942 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at Barton-upon-Humber New Cemetery in
Lincolnshire, England. He was the son of Thomas E. and Sadie
Cottier and was survived by his uncle Mr. G. F. Cottier of Bride,
Isle of Man. Cottier Lake (63 P/15), southeast of Witchai Lake was
named after him in 1996.

Cottingham, Lieutenant David C. of Swan
River. Loyal Edmonton Regiment. He died 22
December 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Moro River Canadian
War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of
Edward and Anne Cottingham of Swan River
and was survived by his wife Franklina S.
Cottingham (née Pattison) and their daughter.
His brother writes (4 October 2001):

My brother was an officer in the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, an outfit
that was badly decimated in what many consider the Canadian Army’s
Stalingrad. It was furious house-to-house fighting of the very worst
kind. As my brother was leading his platoon from house to house, he
threw a grenade into the adjoining house through a hole in the wall.
The explosion brought most of what remained of the house down upon

him. When his men managed to dig him out of the rubble, he was
dead.

Cottingham Lake (62 N/15), southeast of Swan River was named
after him in 1973.

Cotton, Pilot Officer David N. of St. Vital (J 87645). No. 427
Squadron. He died 29 June 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Juvincourt-et-Damary Churchyard in Aisne,
France. He was the son of Sydney and Ada Cotton of Esquimalt,
British Columbia. Cotfon Creek (64 J/13), which flows north and
west into Nicklin Lake was named after him in 1975.

Couling, Private Kenneth W. of Lauder
(H 103188). Canadian Scottish Regiment. He
died 15 September 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Calais Canadian War
Cemetery in France. He was the son of Harold
and Louise Couling of Lauder and was
survived by his wife Grace Couling and their
son. His sister writes (13 December 2001):

Kenneth ... was born at Lauder, Manitoba October 21, 1921 and got his
schooling at Truro and Berry Hill school districts. He enjoyed farm life,
friends, family, sports, dancing and all community affairs. He enlisted in
the PPCLI in Winnipeg, November 1942, took his training at Fort
Osborne and Shilo before going overseas in May, 1943.

While in England, he was transferred to the Canadian Scottish Regiment.
He saw duty in France and was wounded August 14, 1944. He returned
to his platoon for active duty and then was killed in the line of duty a
month later at Ambleteuse during the assault on Boulogne. He was
buried at Herenval, France and later his body was transferred to the
Calais Canadian War Cemetery. Left to mourn Kenneth was his father,
his brother Leonard, his wife Grace and their son Larry of Brandon and
sister Audrey Bowen.

Couling Lake (64 K/7), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Coull, Corporal Leslie H. (H 40974). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He
died 7 June 1944 and is commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian
War Cemetery, France. Coull Lake (63 N/5), east of Kipahigan
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Coull, Chief Radio Officer William D. of MacGregor. SS Empire
Hail, Merchant Navy. He died 23 February 1942 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. Coull Island (63 P/15) in
Goose Hunting Lake was named after him in 1996.

Coulombe, Trooper Albert A. of Bénard (H 100590). Calgary
Tank Regiment. He died 12 May 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Cassino War Cemetery in Italy. He was the
son of Oscar and Gertrude Coulombe of Bénard. Coulombe Lake
(52 L/3), northeast of Brereton Lake was named after him in 1973.

Coulombe, Private Edmond of Pine Falls (H 615676). Mont
Royal Fusiliers. He died 30 March 1945 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of Ulric and Yvonne Coulombe of Pine
Falls. Edmond Coulombe Lake (64 K/10), northeast of Reindeer
Lake was named after him in 1984.

Coulson, Flying Officer Robert F. of Winnipeg (J 9324). No. 420
Squadron. He died 24 July 1943 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at the Malta Memorial. He was the son of Willard
and Helen Coulson and was survived by his wife Phyllis Coulson
of Winnipeg. Coulson Island (64 C/5) in Kamuchawie Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Coulson, Pilot Officer Ward D. of Winnipeg (J 95264). No. 435
Squadron. He died 12 February 1945 at the age of 25 and is
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commemorated at the Singapore Memorial. He was the son of
Willard and Helen Coulson and was survived by his wife Catherine
Coulson of Norwood. Coulson Lake (63 N/1), northeast of
Sherridon was named after him in 1970.

Coulson, Squadron Leader William G. A. of
Winnipeg (29237). No. 220 Squadron, RAF.
He died 15 August 1940 at the age of 37 and is
commemorated at Elmwood Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was the son of William A. and
Sarah Coulson of Winnipeg. According to a
newspaper account:

“Bill” Coulson was born at Ottawa ... but had
spent much of his life in Winnipeg. He flew with
the Northwest Aeromarine at Winnipeg in late 1929 and early in 1930
went to England and joined the Royal Air Force. In 1936 the young man
left the RAF to become a pilot for Imperial Airways. For two years he
flew the big Imperial passenger planes back and forth over Europe, then
in early 1938 he returned to Canada to become one of the pilots of Trans-
Canada Airlines when the Trans-continental air service was first put into
operation in this country. As a reserve Pilot Officer of the Royal Air
Force he was called up for service when the war started and returned to
England (n.d.).

His nephew adds that his aircraft hit a barrage balloon cable during
the Battle of Britain. Coulson Bay (63 1/2) on the south shore of
Molson Lake was named after him in 1988.

Coulter, Lance Corporal John S. of Selkirk (H
19389). Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.
He died 19 August 1942 and is commemorated
at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Hugh A. and Edna
Coulter (née Stewart) of Russell and the brother
of Sergeant Robert L. Coulter (next entry). He
was survived by his wife Ruth Coulter (née
Hembroff) and their young daughter. He was
severely wounded at Dieppe and died shortly thereafter in
England. Coulter Island (64 C/8) in Granville Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Coulter, Sergeant Robert Leslie of Winnipeg (R 157337). No. 115
Squadron. He died 25 March 1944 at the age of 34 and is
commemorated at Gorssel General Cemetery in Holland. He was
the son of Hugh and Edna Coulter (née Stewart) of Russell and the
brother of Lance Corporal John S. Coulter (previous entry). His
cousin writes (5 May 1997):
Leslie was born ... in the Rural Municipality of Silver Creek (near
Russell, Manitoba). He attended Stratford rural school No. 814 for a very
short time prior to the whole family of four boys moving to Vancouver.
In 1923, Mr. Coulter died and Mrs. Coulter with Leslie, John, Harold and
Wilson returned to make their home in Russell, Manitoba. There the
boys continued their education, spending the summer holidays at the
farm of Uncle Bob and Uncle Gav. Leslie worked for a few years in
McDonald’s Shoe Store in Winnipeg prior to enlisting.

Coulter Bay (53 L/6) in Joint Lake was named after him in 1995.

Counsell, Major Ronald R. of Winnipeg. Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders, Military Cross. He died 11 September 1944 at the age
of 29 and is commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery
in Belgium. He was the son of Ronald and Margaret Counsell of
Winnipeg. Counsell Lake (64 C/11), northwest of Granville Lake
was named after him in 1947.

Courage, Sergeant William R. of Winnipeg (R 251499). No. 22
Elementary Flying Training School. He died 27 November 1944 at
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the age of 21 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son of Nelson and Ada
Courage and was survived by his wife Doris Courage of Winnipeg.
Courage Lake (64 O/16), northwest of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1975.

Cousins, Private Sidney J. “Jack” of Bagot (H 16736). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 22 July 1943 at the age
of 23 and is commemorated at Agira Canadian War Cemetery in
Sicily. He was the son of William J. and Mabel E. Cousins of
Bagot. Cousins Lake (64 B/15), east of Southern Indian Lake was
named after him in 1948.

Coutts, Flight Sergeant Lorne R. of Newdale
(R 123973). No. 428 Squadron. He died 27
April 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War
Cemetery in Germany. He was the son of
Robert L. M. and S. Alma Coutts and was
survived by his sister Marguerite E. Coutts of
Newdale. She recalls (16 November 2001):

Lorne farmed and ran a trucking business with his father before joining
the RCAF to train as a pilot. He went overseas and was attached to the
RAF. Their Wellington aircraft crashed during a bombing trip over
Dueilman, Germany. All crew members were lost except the bombardier
who bailed out and was a prisoner of war for the duration. Lorne was the
typical big brother “tease” but always there to help when one needed him.

Coutts Lake (64 P/15), northeast of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Coutts, Flying Officer Russell Murray of
Neepawa (J 22152). No. 183 Squadron. He
died 27 March 1944 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son
of John and Lavina Coutts of Neepawa. His
sister writes (23 October 2001):

My brother Murray was a fun-loving guy. He was

popular with his peers as well as with older people.
He strove to please the customers in Fenwick’s General Store in
Neepawa where he worked. He was a member of the Lion’s Club and
was an avid curler. He was thrilled to be accepted into the RCAF in
1941. He seemed to love every minute of his training and made many
good friends. According to letters received from friends after his death,
he was always a practical joker amongst his air force buddies.
He felt privileged to fly Mustangs and later joined the No. 183 Typhoon
Squadron in England. During a training session, he was unable to bring
his Typhoon out of a spin and crashed to his death. We were informed
that this was a definite threat with this particular fighter plane. I firmly
believe that although his death was untimely, he probably would have
chosen to go doing what he really loved.

Coutts Island (64 F/2) in Wells Lake was named after him in 1994.

Couture, Private Ernest V. J. of St. Boniface (H 600257). Royal
Canadian Army Service Corps. He died 31 July 1944 at the age of
22 and is commemorated at St. Boniface Cemetery. He was
survived by his mother Mrs. A. Couture of St. Boniface, by his wife
Jean M. Couture of Nanaimo, British Columbia and their son.
Couture Island (64 F/6) in Wells Lake was named after him in
1994.

Couture, Private Gaston J. of St. Boniface (H 14575). Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 27 April 1945 and is
commemorated at the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland.
He was the fifth of the 12 children of Pierre A. and Laura Couture



(née Lamoureux).
2002):

Gaston was the second oldest of five brothers and
seven sisters. He was educated in Meyronne
Separate School in Saskatchewan and furthered his
education at the College Mathieu in Gravelbourg.
He was very active in sports, won awards in
jumping, running, swimming, baseball and loved to
play his violin.

His sister recalls (2 April

He was an outdoor person. I remember him raising this baby coyote after
its mother had been killed. He’d feed it and made a place on the farm for
him. The howling at night frightened us youngest very much.
Boy of many talents, he worked at the grocery store and at the drug store.
He also baked his own bread for sale and made ice cream to sell at the
bakery shop. He was a Jack of all Trades — a salesman for the Singer
Sewing Machine Company and for Wearever Pots and Pans. At this time,
he was working out of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. By the year 1942, the
family had moved to Winnipeg and Dad was working for the CNR.
Gaston enlisted in Winnipeg and was first posted to the barracks in
Winnipeg for his training. From there, he was sent to Dundurn,
Saskatchewan for more training. He then came home on a leave; three
days later he was called to go to Nova Scotia and from there was sent
overseas.
It came to our attention that due to the inspiration of Lieutenant General
G. C. Simonds, Commander of the 2nd Canadian Army, that the Holten
area might be a suitable place for a Canadian War Cemetery. The soldiers
who were killed in the spring of 1945 during the liberation of the eastern
and northern parts of the Netherlands could be buried here. Every year
on May 4th, a Service of Remembrance is held in this cemetery. On
Christmas Eve, the school children put candles on the graves of all
Canadians buried there. The more than 1500 candles give the place a
fairy-like look.
My younger sister, her husband and their three children visited the grave
in 1977. My son, his wife and I went to Holten to visit in 1990. We
signed the register, laid flowers on the grave and left a Canadian flag.
This really helped to bring closure for all of us.

Couture Bay (53 M/1) in Semmens Lake was named after him in

1995.

Couture, Flight Lieutenant Joseph Arthur Leo
of St. Vital (J 20061). No. 578 Squadron. He
died 21 July 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Uden War Cemetery,
Holland. He was the son of Arthur and Albina
Couture of Seattle, Washington. Couture Lake
(53 M/6), southeast of Gillam was named after
him in 1966.

Cowan, Lieutenant John T. of Winnipeg. 14th
Canadian Hussars. He died 21 September 1944
at the age of 28 and is commemorated at the
Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He
was the son of the late Thomas H. and Robena
Cowan of Winnipeg. A recent graduate of the
University of Manitoba, he was in command of
the first troop to enter Dieppe on 2 September
1944. Cowan Point (63 1/1) on Little Bolton
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cowan, Flight Sergeant Robert J. A. of
Minnedosa (R 95345). No. 51 Squadron. He
died 9 January 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was the son of Frederick
W. and Mabel B. Cowan of Minnedosa.
According to his sister (14 November 2001):
Bob was my younger brother and grew up with our
brother Peter and me on the family farm north of

Minnedosa. Bob attended Minnedosa schools and was very active in
Scouting. I remember his hitchhiking to Winnipeg to receive his King’s
Scout award from King George VI in 1939. We were always very proud
of him. I remember he was very active and full of fun. I particularly
remember his fall off the barn roof, his love of horseback riding, his sense
of humour and his honourable and fair nature. His memory has been an
inspiration to his niece and especially to his great niece and great nephew
who have also been very involved in Guiding and Scouting and have
received the Canada Cord and the Chief Scout’s award.

Cowan Island (64 O/9) in Gayoway Lake was named after him in

1995.

Cowie, Pilot Officer Douglas G. of Tuxedo (J 10626). No. 31
Recce School, RCAF. He died 7 August 1942 at the age of 22 and
is commemorated at St. James Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the
son of George H. and Hannah T. Cowie of Tuxedo. Cowie Island
(64 O/5) in Alyward Lake was named after him in 1995.

Cowie, Private Robert of Winnipeg (H 17169). Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 13 December 1943 at the age of
27 and is commemorated at the Moro River Canadian War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of George and Annie Cowie and
was survived by his wife Phyllis Cowie of Peacehaven, Sussex,
England. Cowie Lake (63 J/16), east of Setting Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Cox, Sergeant Harry K. of Union Point
(R 95453). No. 19 Elementary Flying Training
School. He died 2 July 1942 at the age of 19
and is commemorated at Union Point United
Church Cemetery, Manitoba. He was the son of
James and Anne Cox of Union Point. Cox
Point (53 L/6) on Touchwood Lake was named
after him in 1996.

Cox, Stores Petty Officer Henry J. M. of
Norwood (V 67950). HMCS Alberni. The
Alberni was torpedoed and sunk by U-480,
southeast of the Isle of Wight; 59 of her ship’s
company were lost. Petty Officer Cox died 21
August 1944 at the age of 30 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He
was the son of Gerard and Cornelia Cox of
Norwood and was survived by his wife Flora
Cox of St. Vital. Cox Bay (64 G/12) on the
south shore of Big Sand Lake was named after him in 1986.

Cox, Private Jeffrey H. of Swan River (H 103668). Argyle and
Sutherland Highlanders of Canada. He died 12 August 1944 at the age
of 30 and is commemorated at Bayeux War Cemetery, Calvados,
France. He was the son of Harry and Alice Cox of Swan River. Cox
Lake (62 N/15), southeast of Swan River was named after him in 1973.

Cox, Private Leonard F. of Winnipeg (H 1772). Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders. He died 13 September 1944 and is commemorated at
the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in Belgium. He was the son
of Charlie and Charlotte Cox and was survived by his wife
Ernestine Cox of St. Louis, Saskatchewan. Cox Rapids (64 P/5) in
the Wolverine River was named after him in 1995.

Cox, Private Melvin C. of Winnipeg (H 23470).
Lake Superior Regiment. He died 13 April
1945 at the age of 18 and is commemorated at
the Holten Canadian War Cemetery in Holland.
He was the son of Charles and Gladys Cox (née
Kew) of St. James and was survived by his
brothers Harold and Murray and sister Helen.
Cox Peninsula (64 1/2) on Halldorson Lake
was named after him in 1995.
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Cox, Warrant Officer 1 Stanley James of Beresford
(R 119595). No. 435 Squadron. He was presumed
dead in Burma (Myanmar) 21 June 1945 at the
age of 22 and is commemorated at Taukkyan
War Cemetery, Myanmar. He was the son of Stanley
and Mary Cox and was survived by his wife
Barbara E. Cox (née Hinds) of London, England
and their son. In 1990, a local hunter retrieved a
watch inscribed with the name of one of the crewmen
and five years later, a team was dispatched to recover the remains.

“We just want them to find enough remains for a proper burial,” said Jack
Barker, husband of Cox’s only surviving sibling, May, age 80. The
family has been waiting since November of last year when they first
learned wreckage had been found. Barker knows the odds are slim that
anything will be found. But just something, anything, to give Cox a
proper burial would help end the heartache for May, who now suffers
from Alzheimer’s. “How do you think it feels when your brother has
been missing for 50 years?” asked Barker, his eyes swelling with tears.
“They were just like twins — they did everything together.” (Purdy 1996).

It was Day 2 of the three-day recovery mission when wireless operator
Stanley James Cox of Beresford, Manitoba sprang to life from the rich
soil of the Burmese jungle. A watch, given to the Canadian airman on
Boxing Day 1943, was the first personal belonging disgorged by the
steaming jungle at the site of a downed Second World War supply plane.
Moments later, a human bone appeared. “The watch just popped out,”
Master Corporal Steve Cruickshank of Fredericton said yesterday in
Ottawa. “It was kind of a mixed emotional time.” Cruickshank was one
of 14 Canadians — 10 of them soldiers — who excavated the long-lost
crash site last week in dense jungle so humid they could see their breath.

On June 21, 1945, Cox and all five others aboard were lost when their C-
47 Dakota crashed in a storm during a supply mission. The wreck was first
identified after a Burmese hunter emerged from the remote valley in 1990
carrying the inscribed watch of William Kyle of Perth, Ontario, the lost
plane’s co-pilot. Yesterday, Cruickshank was among the subdued military
contingent recounting another mission — and another timepiece — they’ll
never forget. Cox’s watch, inscribed with the words: Jim, from Mom, 26-
12-1943 [his 21st birthday] brought the lost airmen of RCAF 435 Squadron
to life. “You’re happy to find something — you’re working so hard, it’s so
hot, it’s a little frustrating. I’m not an archaeologist,” said Cruickshank, a
signalman. “But when (a superior) read the inscription ... it just became
tangible. We’ve all got little children and it was from this guy’s mom.”
Cox, the only married crew member, had sired a son Phillip David Cox
only six months before his death. It was Cox’s second air disaster of the
war, having crashed and been interned in neutral Portugal in 1943. He was
repatriated to England in 1944 just weeks after his mother had inscribed the
Christmas watch. “The last day we had a ceremony on site and, well, there
were 10 men there wearing the uniform who were all heads down trying to
hide the tears,” said Field (Cheadle 1996).

Phillip Cox (now Magee) was able to travel to Burma for the
official ceremony:

Phillip Magee never knew his father, but that didn’t stop him from making
the long journey to see him buried in the land where he died. Cox, a 22
year-old wireless operator, died before he had a chance to see his son.
Magee, who lives in Bakersfield, California, said the loss of his father
struck him most emotionally on the plane coming to Burma, when he
watched a segment of a documentary on the recovery of the remains. A
kilted bagpiper, a trumpeter and a federal minister joined relatives, soldiers
and veterans for the ceremony around a joint coffin and six headstones.

The lush green sward and foliage of Taukkyan, the Commonwealth War
Graves cemetery 35 kilometres north of Rangoon is a far cry from the
wintry home towns of the six airmen and their mourners. But familiar
music filled the air during the ceremony: Amazing Grace, Piper’s
Lament, Reveille, Last Post played by Pipe Master Hugh MacPherson of
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan and Warrant Officer Daniel Kean, the
trumpeter from Peterborough, Ontario. “These six young men found
themselves together at a moment in time that ended their lives and
forever changed those of families and friends,” said Lawrence
MacAulay, secretary of state for veteran affairs. His voice sometimes
cracking, MacAulay said there is a duty for Canadians to remember. He
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called the six airmen “every mother’s son, every father’s pride and joy, a
hero to a brother or sister.” “Magnificent” was how next-of-kin and
veterans described the service (Altstedter 1997).
Cox Creek (64 A/16), which flows northeast into Assaikwatamo
River was named after him in 1995.

Crabb, Flight Sergeant William T. of Souris
(R 71397). No. 37 Squadron. He was killed in
action 8 September 1942 while returning from
a raid on Tobruk, Libya. He was 29 years of
age and is commemorated at the Alamein
Memorial in Egypt. Flight Sergeant Crabb was
the son of Alfred and Gertrude Crabb and was
survived by his wife D. Crabb and their young
son Peter William of Souris. Crabb Lake (64 J/16),
north of Tadoule Lake was named after him in 1975.

Crabtree, Lieutenant John C. of Winnipeg. Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. He died 23 May 1944 at the age of 24 and
is commemorated at the Cassino War Cemetery in Italy. He was the
son of George and Margaret Crabtree of Regina. Crabtree Lake
(64 N/12), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Craib, Corporal Alexander W. of Roblin (H 59003). Canadian
Postal Corps. He died 24 November 1941 at the age of 47 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. This native of
Keith, Scotland was the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Craib of
Dufftown, Banffshire, Scotland and was survived by his wife
Williamina Craib of Roblin and their son Corporal Thomas Craib
(next entry). Craib Lake (64 P/1), southeast of Nejanilini Lake was
named after him in 1974.

Craib, Corporal Thomas of Roblin (H 59048).
Canadian Provost Corps. He died 3 January
1944 at the age of 22 and is commemorated at
Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. This native of Alves, Scotland was
the son of Alexander W. (previous entry) and
Williamina Craib of Winnipeg. Craib Island
(64 N/11) in Jonasson Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Craig, Telegraphist Daniel A. of Dauphin
(V 24299). HMCS Levis. The Levis was
torpedoed by U-74 120 miles off Cape
Farewell, Greenland resulting in 18 lives lost.
Telegraphist Craig died 19 September 1941 at
the age of 28 and is commemorated at the
Halifax Memorial. He was the only son of
Daniel and Margaret Craig and was survived by
his wife Vernice Craig of Dauphin. According
to his niece (7 December 2001):

Dan was the first casualty of World War II from Dauphin, Manitoba.
News of his death arrived at the home of his parents in Dauphin on the
wedding day of his only sister, Inez. As a young person, Dan is
remembered for his outgoing personality, his mischievous character, his
love of sports and his fondness for small children. His sister, Inez, kept
his memory alive through the years, by telling stories of his fun-loving
nature as a young man growing up in Dauphin. Dan is remembered often
by his sister and his nieces for the sacrifice he made in World War II.

Craig Point (64 N/3) on Agerbak Lake was named after him in
1995.

Craig, Sergeant Harold T. L. of Brandon (L 59740). Royal
Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. He died 11
September 1944 at the age of 30 and is commemorated at the



Adegem Canadian War Cemetery in Belgium. He was the son of
James and Edna Craig and was survived by his wife Marion Craig
of Brandon and their daughter. Craig Island (64 H/6) in Northern
Indian Lake was named after him in 1995.

Craig, Flying Officer James of Winnipeg
(J 21466). No. 97 Squadron, Distinguished
Flying Cross.

This officer has taken part in numerous sorties
against German targets including nine against
Berlin.  An excellent air bomber, by his
determination in the face of heavy enemy
opposition he has played no small part in the
successful completion of many missions. On
several occasions, his aircraft has been damaged by
fire from the enemy defences (DFC Citation 1944).

He died 31 March 1944 at the age of 22 and is commemorated at
the Hanover War Cemetery in Germany. The youngest son of John
and Elizabeth Craig of Winnipeg, he was born in Ballymena,
Ireland and had come to Canada with them at the age of 11.
According to his brother who was stationed nearby, Flying Officer
Craig had been given the option of doing two tours of 20 operations
each with a month between tours or 30 operations straight. He
chose the latter and was killed on his 29th mission. Craig Lake
(64 C/12), east of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1947.

Craig, Flight Lieutenant John Ian of Selkirk (J 16026). No. 407
Squadron. He died 27 September 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was survived by his wife Bella Craig of Calgary. His widow
relates that he had served several tours of duty and was due to come
home on leave. Instead he flew for another airman who was ill; all
crew were lost and never found. Craig Bay (63 1/7) in Molson
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Craig, Gunner Robert A. of Roblin (H 800175).
Royal Canadian Artillery. He died 21
November 1950 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Foam Lake Cemetery,
Saskatchewan. He was one of the five children
of William and Ethel Craig of Foam Lake. His
brother recalls (7 November 2001):

Bob was too young to serve in World War II and

felt somewhat cheated by that. When the Korean
Special Force was formed, he saw it as his chance to serve his country in
the same way his Father had done in World War I and two brothers in
World War II. He was accepted into the Royal Canadian Horse Artillery
and took his basic training at Camp Shilo.

Bob was a native of Foam Lake, Saskatchewan. After his schooling, he
decided to go to Flin Flon to work and enjoy the great outdoor activities
it offered. He was an ardent fisherman and thrilled at landing a big pike
or pickerel. It’s fitting that a lake has been named in his honour. He
spent many a winter night at the curling club and helped newcomers to
the game in any way he could. Bob had time for anyone who wanted to
get something off their chest and did all he could to help them through
any problems they had. He had an uncanny knack for making friends.

Bob’s untimely and tragic death at age 22 cut short his desire to serve his
fellow man. His spirit has been an inspiration to those who survived him
and the lake that bears his name is a permanent reminder of his
dedication to his friends and country.

He was a victim of the Canoe River train crash which claimed the
lives of a number of servicemen:

At 1035 hours, a train carrying troops of the 2nd Regiment, Royal
Canadian Horse Artillery met another train, headed from Vancouver to
Montreal in a head-on collision just east of Canoe River, BC. The
engines and leading cars of both trains were derailed, but there were no

passenger casualties on the civilian train. The leading cars of the military
train were thrown down an embankment and demolished. Survivors
pitched in at once to rescue their comrades, while Dr. P. J. E. Kimmett of
Edson, Alberta and a civilian nurse volunteered their services. It was not
until hours later that a specially organized train carrying much needed
medical supplies, two doctors and eight nurses arrived. The injured were
returned to Edmonton, Alberta and the uninjured to Wainwright, Alberta.
Recovery of bodies was made extremely difficult; an oil fire rendered
many of them unidentifiable. The final toll of dead was 17, including
four soldiers whose bodies were never recovered. The remains of the
other 13 were flown to the homes of their next-of-kin by RCAF aircraft
or sent by train in the case of those who lived nearby (Korea Veterans
Association of Canada 1999).

Robert Craig Lake (63 1/9), northeast of Lawford Lake was named
after this Korean War casualty in 1998.

Craik, Warrant Officer 2 Murray C. of Baldur (R 110957). No.
467 Australia Squadron. He died 23 September 1943 at the age of
23 and is commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery, Bavaria,
Germany. He was the only son of George and Elsie Craik of
Baldur. Craik Lake (63 N/2), south of Burntwood Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Cram, Pilot Officer John S. of Morden (J
27370). No. 45 Delivery Group, RCAF. He
died 7 September 1943 at the age of 26 and is
commemorated at Christiansborg War Cemetery,
Ghana. He was the son of William and Maddie
Cram of Morden. Cram Lake (64 H/16),
southeast of North Knife Lake was named after
him in 1963.

Cramer, Trooper David C. of Winnipeg (H 26813). Fort Garry
Horse. He died 6 July 1944 at the age of 23 and is commemorated
at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France. He was the son
of Oscar and Becky Cramer of Winnipeg. Cramer Island (64 N/13)
in Tanuck Lake was named after him in 1995.

Crandell, Signalman Augustus H. L. of Winnipeg (H 68915).
Royal Canadian Corps of Signals. He died 9 July 1943 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. Crandell Lake (64 H/10), southeast of Buckland Lake
was named after him in 1995.

Crane, Flight Sergeant Beverley D. of Winnipeg (R 100225). No.
20 Squadron. He died 29 September 1942 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Lossiemouth Burial Ground Moray, Scotland.
He was the son of Edward and Elizabeth Crane of Saskatoon.
Crane Point (64 K/9) on Cantlon Lake was named after him in
1995.

Crane, Private Gordon R. of Makaroff (H 17224). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 24 January 1944 at the
age of 23 and is commemorated at the Moro River Canadian War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of Thomas and Maude Crane of
Portage la Prairie. Crane Island (64 O/12) in Shannon Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Crate, Bombardier Leonard V. of Koostatak (H 101037). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 5 January 1945 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at Koostatak United Church Cemetery, Manitoba.
He was the son of James and Margaret Crate of Koostatak. Crate
Lake (64 1/7), southwest of Tadoule Lake was named after him in
1975.
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Crave, Private Donald L. of Lillesve
(H 102761). Perth Regiment. He died 10
December 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Ravenna War Cemetery in
Italy. He was the son of Gilbert and Olga Crave
of Lillesve. According to his sister, he was born
at Bromhead, Saskatchewan and attended
school there, completing Grade 8. At the age of
15, the family moved to Manitoba’s Interlake
where he enlisted at the age of 20. Crave Lake (54 M/14),
northeast of Long Lake was named after him in 1984.

Crawford, Trooper George B. of Killarney,
Manitoba (H 374). Lord Strathcona’s Horse.
He died 26 October 1946 at the age of 33 and is
commemorated at the Holten Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of
William and Mary Crawford of Killarney. His
brother indicates that he was serving with the
occupation army at the time of his death.
Crawford Rapids (64 P/3) in the Big Spruce
River was named after him in 1995.

Crawford, Private Gordon W. of Dauphin
(H 101552). Lanark and Renfrew Scottish
Regiment. He died 5 September 1944 at the age
of 22 and is commemorated at Gradara War
Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of William
and Winnifred Crawford and the brother of
Flying Officer Kenneth Crawford (see entry).
His sister, Florence writes (26 November
2001):

Gordon is remembered for his strong Christian faith. He had a quiet, but
genuine personality. He was loved by his fiancée Edna Hodges for 50
years. She never did marry and his picture remained on her bedside table
until her death. Gordon was able to meet up with his brother Ken once
during the war in England and it would be the last time they would see
each other. Losing her only two sons, my mother grieved and cried
almost every day of her life. His niece Lynda, has proudly framed their
medals and has come to know them by reading their letters home from
overseas. Missed by his sister Florence Arndt of Roblin, Manitoba, and
his niece Lynda of Roblin, Manitoba.

Crawford Bay (64 P/12), on the north shore of Nejanilini Lake was
named after him in 1985.

Crawford, Lance Corporal Henry L. of Erinview (H 63032).
Canadian Provost Corps. He died 10 August 1943 at the age of 20
and is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Garnet and Amelia Crawford of
Erinview. Crawford Point (64 H/13) on Wishart Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Crawford, Flying Officer Kenneth of Dauphin
(J 25081). No. 432 Squadron. He died 3
January 1944 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War
Cemetery in Brandenburg, Germany. He was
the son of William and Winnifred Crawford and
the brother of Private Gordon W. Crawford (see
entry). His sister Florence writes (26 November
= 2001):
When the military recruiters came to the high school, Kenny was one of
the first to sign up, even though he was only 17 years old. He had a
vibrant, outgoing personality, always seeking adventure, and quickly rose
through the military ranks. His brother Gordon, was also killed several
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months later, and their pictures remained on my Mother’s bureau until
her death. She was very proud of their medals, and showed them to every
visitor to our house. Missed by his sister Florence Arndt of Roblin, and
through pictures and stories, also by his niece Lynda of Roblin.

Crawford Island (64 P/12) in Nejanilini Lake was named after him
in 1985.

Crawford, Flying Officer William G. of Lena
(J 23127). No. 622 Squadron. He died 1 June
1944 at the age of 21 and is commemorated at
Marissel French National Cemetery, Oise,
France. He and his entire crew were lost during
night operations near Trappes, France. His
brother recalls (9 November 2001):

Bill was very enthusiastic about everything he
undertook. He took up fiddling at a young age and
pursued this with great zeal and gusto. Our first radio was a small crystal
set with one earphone and he would listen intently for hours if necessary
to hear his favourite music from Nashville or wherever he could tune in
some fiddling music. After working for various farmers in the district, he
went to Winnipeg and worked at Canada Packers for two years before
joining up in 1941. After two tours of duty with an RAF squadron
(Lancasters), they were shot down about 30 miles south of Beauvais,
France. The plane went down with a full load of bombs and only the tail
gunner got out. Bill along with the rest of the crew are buried in a French
Military Cemetery in the village of Marissel which is a suburb of
Beauvais, France.

Crawford Peninsula (64 N/13) on Hasbala Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Creba, Flying Officer John F. of Winnipeg
(J 24044). No. 427 Squadron. He died 15
March 1944 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery in
Bavaria, Germany. He was survived by his
mother Margaret Creba (née Gilchrist), a
brother Glen and sister Wilma. His cousin
writes (13 February 1996):

Jack received his early education in Maple Creek, Saskatchewan and
then attended the University of Manitoba after his mother, Mrs. Margaret
Creba moved to Winnipeg following the death of her husband in 1931.
Jack graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree (Agriculture) in 1938.
He was Class Valedictorian. Always active in sports, he was a member
of the YMCA. His interest in others is reflected by his membership with
a then very well known popular young men’s group called the Actimist
Club. It had been organized by Stanley Jones, a prominent, respected
businessman and it was an outstanding success. Although the club rooms
and the club itself were in Westminster United Church, it was strictly an
interdenominational organization. Jack was also a member of
Westminster Church. His contribution to this group was recognized as he
was elected its president. Jack was a personable young man, liked and
respected by his peers. After casual employment, he joined the RCAF in
1941 as an Aircraftman, but received his commission prior to overseas
service.

Creba Lake (64 N/9), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Creber, Leading Aircraftman Robert T. of
Newdale (R 162342). No. 11 Service Flying
Training School. He died 5 July 1943 at the age
of 22 and is commemorated at Newdale
Cemetery, Manitoba. He was the eldest son of
Thomas and Martha Creber of Newdale. His
brother recalls (27 November 2001):

Bob was born March 6, 1921 on the family farm at
Newdale, Manitoba. His siblings were Fred (born



1923), Jack (born 1925) and Mary (born 1927). He received all his formal
education at Newdale Consolidated School. Bob’s cousin, Wilma who
was an only child at that time, claimed that Bob and Fred were just like
brothers to her. They always took her with them to dances and social
outings.

When Bob was very young, he received a model airplane for Christmas
one year. His interest in airplanes and his mechanical ability prompted
him to join the Air Force in Winnipeg in 1942. He began basic training at
No. 2 Manning Depot, Brandon and furthered his training at Regina and
Yorkton, Saskatchewan. Bob lost his life during flight training at Yorkton.

Creber Lake (64 P/16), northeast of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Creighton, Pilot Officer John T. of Winnipeg (J 9368). No. 31
Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 7 June 1942 at the age
of 21 and is commemorated at the Elmwood Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was the son of William and Florence Creighton and
was survived by his wife Joan Creighton of Winnipeg. Creighton
Lake (64 O/8), southwest of Nejanilini Lake was named after him
in 1975.

Cremeens, Rifleman John W. of Winnipeg (K
48936). Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada. He
died 9 September 1944 at the age of 17 and is
commemorated at Calais Canadian War
Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. He was the
son of H. O. and Norah Cremeens of Kenora,
Ontario. Cremeens Lake (64 C/12), east of
Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Creswell, Flight Sergeant Ralph N. A. of
Winnipeg (R 59557). No. 22 Squadron. He
died 31 May 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. Creswell Lake (54 E/1),
northeast of Split Lake was named after him in
1985.

Croll, Warrant Officer 2 Arthur L. of Nesbitt (R 104520). No. 38
Squadron. He died 12 December 1942 at the age of 32 and is
commemorated at the Alamein Memorial in Egypt. He was the son
of David and Edith Croll and was survived by his wife Eva Croll of
Malton, Ontario. Croll Island (64 P/13) in Inverarity Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Croll, Flight Lieutenant Ian B. of Nesbitt (C 312). No. 21
Squadron. He died 15 June 1944 at the age of 34 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
Croll Lake (64 0/9), southeast of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1961.

Crompton, Private Kenneth C. of Brandon (SH 61667). Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He died 3 May 1953 at the age
of 26 and is commemorated at the United Nations Cemetery in
Pusan, South Korea. He was the fifth of the eight children of John
and Edith Crompton (née Purley) of Brandon and was survived by
his wife Emilie Crompton of Portage la Prairie. Crompton Lake
(53 N/3), south of White Goose Lake was named after this Korean
War casualty in 1998.

Cronk, Warrant Officer 2 Gavin J. of Winnipeg (R 152808). No.
15 Squadron. He died 12 May 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Leuven Communal Cemetery, Belgium. He was

the son of John and Amy Cronk and was survived by his wife
Annette Cronk of Vancouver. Cronk Island (64 G/8) in Southern
Indian Lake was named after him in 1975.

Crossing, Flight Sergeant John Keith of
Winnipeg (R 95095). No. 23 Squadron. He
died 26 June 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Ambt-Delden General
Cemetery, Holland. He was the son of Gerald P.
and Christine T. Crossing (née Mowatt) of
Winnipeg and was survived by his wife of eight
months Ruth Crossing (née Bailey) of Winnipeg.
It was over

50 years before his wife discovered the details of what had happened
to him:

It was only a small, yellowing photograph that Jaap Hulleman, a 52 year-
old accountant from Zwolle, Holland, held in his hand. But he knew that
it could easily awaken memories and cause distress in some Canadian
home. In his other hand he held two Canadian addresses, the end result
of a search that had taken years. What should he do? His father
Joop, who had taken the photograph of a dead World War II Canadian
flyer, had always rejected any suggestion that he should try to track down
the man’s family. But his father had died in 1989 and the son had finally
felt free to search. He had the addresses of the man’s widow and brother,

but should he risk causing upset?

Jaap made up his mind. In careful English, which he hadn’t used since
he was at school more than 30 years ago, he composed a letter in which
he made an extraordinarily generous offer. If the man’s widow, or any
other member of the family, wanted to come to Holland to collect the
photograph, Jaap and his wife Ena would pay for the trip. He mailed the
letter to the airman’s brother in Montreal. Months went by and he heard
nothing. Then one day in April, there was a letter with a Canadian stamp
on it. “He was so excited,” says Ena, “he cried.”

They’d known each other since she was in high school in Winnipeg.
There was never really anyone else for Ruth. His only flaw was that he
couldn’t dance, but he soon learned. “What did you like about him?” she
says. “Just about everything.” Keith Crossing joined the Royal Canadian
Air Force early in the war. He was presented with his wings by the Duke
of Windsor, married Ruth Bailey on October 10, 1941, and went
overseas, all in two hectic weeks. Ruth says she doesn’t really remember
much about saying goodbye to him at the train station “except that it was
terrible. I have spent a lot of time not remembering.”

On the night of June 25, 1942, Keith went on his first 1000-bomber raid
over Germany. A telegram arrived a few days later informing Ruth that
Keith was missing. He was 22. “We never did learn much more than
that,” she says. Ruth stayed with a friend in Ottawa for six weeks. “I
smoked my head off,” she remembers. Then she made up her mind that
life had to go on. She went back to Winnipeg and, like so many other
young women, put on a brave face and started going down to Moore’s
restaurant on Portage Avenue on Saturday nights, just the way she used
to.

Her in-laws wanted her to meet a young fellow named Cecil Whiteside.
In 1944, Ruth married Cecil, who would eventually found the publishing
house Fitzhenry and Whiteside. ‘“He was a real gentleman,” Ruth says.
They had four boys and were married for 45 years. Cecil died in 1989.

After the war, Ruth learned that Keith was buried in a war cemetery at
Delden, Holland, and in 1973 she visited his grave. But his death still
seemed unreal. Then, last spring, after holding on to Jaap’s letter for
months, Keith’s brother called her from Montreal, told her about it and
forwarded the letter. “Right away I said, ‘I think it’s too late for all this,””
Ruth recalls. “And yet I had to answer the letter after he had gone to so
much trouble.” “Mother was very upset,” says her son Grant. “She
didn’t want to bring up the past. Yet she loved Keith. Dad (Cecil) was
Dad, but she always loved Keith. I think she still feels one day he will
walk through the door.”

An exchange of letters began. Jaap offered to bring Ruth the photograph.
Two weeks ago, he arrived in Toronto with Ena. They talked for hours
at Ruth’s house in Leaside — about the past, about Jaap’s long search for
her, and about Keith’s death.

Joop, 19 that long-ago June morning in German-occupied Holland, was
on his way to fetch milk from a farm when he saw planes fighting
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overhead. His hobby was photography and he had his camera with him.
He saw a British plane hit by a German fighter. A parachute fluttered out.
To his horror, Joop saw the German pilot strafe the parachute. (Jaap has
since identified the German and discovered that he was killed 14 days
later). The man, his parachute ripped, plummeted to earth. By the time
Joop got to him, the airman, in Canadian uniform, was dead. Joop took
a photograph and copied down the flyer’s name and identification
number. At that point, he heard German soldiers approaching and fled.
Soon after, the Germans began house-to-house searches in Delden. Joop
destroyed his negatives and buried the box containing the photograph in
the garden just before he was sent to Germany as a forced labourer.

After the war, Joop dug up the box and, as his son grew up, would show
him the sad momento. Originally, he had written the flyer’s name on the
back of the print, but he had scratched it out when he buried it.
Uncovering the identity of the dead Canadian seemed a daunting job. He
persuaded a forensic laboratory to X-ray the picture, revealing a couple
of the letters on the back, and a friend, G. H. Van Ommen, who has a
museum of war relics at Delden, came up with the name, John Keith
Crossing. The most disgraceful aspect of this story is that when Jaap
wrote to the Canadian Legion and the Veterans Affairs Department in
Ottawa, both replied that they could find no trace of John Keith Crossing.
Another contact, H. J. Egberink found a woman who, as a hobby, stores
the names of Canadian wartime casualties and their families in her
computer. She came up with the two addresses.

When I met them, it had been an emotional week for Jaap and for Ruth,
who now has the photograph. “It was such a nice thing to do,” says
Grant. “They will be our friends for the rest of our lives.” “These people
came to our country and gave their lives to liberate us,” Jaap said after
giving Ruth a ceremonial candle from the mayor of Delden. “I'm
inclined to get upset,” Ruth says, apologetically, “but it was the right
thing to do. It makes such a difference when you know” (Jones 1993;
Reprinted with permission, The Toronto Star Syndicate).

Mr. and Mrs. Hulleman subsequently made plans to return to
Canada for the 50th Anniversary of VE-Day. Mrs. Whiteside writes
(26 November 1994):

Keith had one brother, Kennedy, who was in the army later living in
Montreal. Keith’s parents ... for many years had the Dominion News
Agency at 229 Portage Avenue in Winnipeg. In 1946-47, his parents
retired to Vancouver BC, which explains why Keith was listed as from
Vancouver in the book published by the Commonwealth Air Training
Plan Museum Inc.

Keith went to Isaac Brock School and Kelvin High School in Winnipeg,
then worked for his uncle John D. Mowatt at the Vulcan Iron Works until
he joined the RCAF. I am also enclosing a copy of the write-up Frank
Jones put in the Toronto Star after interviewing Jaap Hulleman and me.
The photo Jaap brought to me was the original — 51 years old — clear, and
definitely Keith. For a number of years a Dutch woman tended Keith’s
grave and wrote to Keith’s mother. That was the only contact we had
until Jaap and his wife located me after a great deal of effort.
Crossing Lake (64 G/6), northeast of McPherson Lake was named

after Flight Sergeant Crossing in 1994.

Crosswell, Flying Officer Percy B. of Winnipeg (J 88362). No.
429 Squadron, Mentioned in Dispatches. He died 14 April 1945 at
the age of 20 and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was survived by his mother Mary Crosswell.
Crosswell River (54 L/1) which flows north into the Churchill
River was named after him in 1948.

Crow, Warrant Officer 1 Robert K. “Bert” of Winnipeg
(R 124020). No. 153 Squadron. He died 16 January 1945 at the
age of 34 and is commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in
Surrey, England. He was survived by his wife Beth Crow of
Winnipeg. His sister recalls (6 February 1995):
As I was the youngest in our family and do not have records, I am not
certain — nor is his wife, but we think [he was born] in Antler,
Saskatchewan. When [he] was very young the family moved to Manitoba
[and he] attended an elementary school in Winnipeg called Bannatyne.
[His interests included] photography, golf, travel and snowshoeing. [He]
worked for the T. Eaton Company in Winnipeg before enlisting and was
transferred to Fort William, Ontario as Assistant Manager. [His] parents
were pioneers who came to Canada from Scotland.
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Crow Lake (64 G/14), east of Big Sand Lake was named after him
in 1994.

Cruse, Flying Officer William Lorne of
Winnipeg (J 22072). No. 78 Squadron. He
died 31 March 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Maubert-Fontaine
Communal Cemetery, Ardennes, France. He
was the son of William A. and Hazel M. Cruse
of Winnipeg. His sister writes (13 June 1997):

[He] was born at the Grace Hospital in Winnipeg.

He attended Wolseley, Isaac Brock and Gordon
Bell Schools. Upon graduation in 1940, he joined the RCAF and trained
in Canada as a navigator and left for England shortly after where he was
commissioned as a Flying Officer. He served in England until his plane
was shot down over France.

Cruse Lake (64 N/5), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after

him in 1972.

Culbert, Flying Officer Frederick C. of
Winnipeg (J 13839). No. 408 Squadron. He
died 26 June 1943 at the age of 33 and is
commemorated at the Reichswald Forest War
Cemetery in Germany. He was the son of
George Arthur and Jean Culbert and was
survived by his wife Margaret Culbert of
Vancouver and their son. She writes
(12 November 2001):

He was brought up in Boissevain, Manitoba. He started university in the
east, but when his father’s business burned down, he felt he must return
home. Later he served with the RCMP and we married in 1939. When he
left for overseas, he had a two year-old son. He was very close to his crew.
They called him “Pop” because he was older and a father. He grieved over
the fact that the others were so young that they had not had a chance to “live.”

At the time of their last flight, the tail gunner was in London on leave to
get married. The rest of the crew was to go on leave the next day to
attend the wedding. He later wrote to tell me that he went ahead with the
wedding as he knew that that is what “the boys would want me to do.”
He said that Marty (the pilot) had worked out a dodging system that got
them out of many a tight spot and he was sure that they could have done
it again. He told me later that he had nightmares about it for years.

Culbert Lake (64 O/14), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named
after him in 1975.

Cullen, Flying Officer Clifford L. of Brandon (J 13628). No. 39
Squadron. He died 25 September 1943 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at the Malta Memorial. He was the son of Stanley
and Gertrude Cullen and was survived by his wife Doreen Cullen
of Brandon. Cullen Lake (64 B/5), east of Granville Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Culleton, Lance Corporal Stewart R. of Badger (H 1713). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, France.
He was the son of Richard and Blanche Culleton and was survived
by his wife Jean Culleton. Lance Corporal Culleton was
“executed” while a prisoner of war after the Normandy landing.
Culleton Lake (64 N/14), north of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Cumberland, Gunner Roy R. of Wellwood (H 92485). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 30 December 1941 at the age of 18 and
is commemorated at Riverside Cemetery in Neepawa. He was the
son of John and Rose Cumberland of Wellwood. His sister
writes (24 November 1996):

My brother Roy ... was born at Wellwood, Manitoba. He didn’t have
any special interests.



He was only 19 years of age and worked on the
farm until he joined the service in September of
1941. He was only in the service from September
1941 until December 1941.

He had only just begun his training and was
home on leave at the time of his death. While
demonstrating a drill to his family, his rifle
accidentally discharged. Cumberland Lake (64
0/3), northwest of Tadoule Lake was named
after him in 1975.

Cunningham, Pilot Officer James A. of Winnipeg (J 92036). No.
625 Squadron. He died 1 July 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Genouilly Communal Cemetery, Cher, France.
He was the son of Charles and Margaret Cunningham and was
survived by his wife Helen M. Cunningham of St. Vital.
Cunningham Island (64 P/3) in Ogren Lake was named after him
in 1989.

Cunningham, Lieutenant Malcolm R. of
Winnipeg. Canadian Scottish Regiment. He
died 5 July 1944 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery, France. He was survived by his
mother Jean E. Cunningham and by his wife
Doris Cunningham of Winnipeg. Cunningham
Lake (64 K/11), northeast of Reindeer Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Curle, Pilot Officer John G. of Winnipeg (J 88045). No. 427
Squadron. He died 5 October 1944 at the age of 32 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England. He
was the son of James and Bertha Curle of Picton, Ontario. Curle Lake
(64 N/5), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1972.

Curphey, Flying Officer Thomas G. of Winnipeg (J 86491). No.
50 Squadron. He died 29 July 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery in Bavaria, Germany.
He was the son of Thomas and Eva Curphey of Winnipeg. Curphey
Lake (64 N/13), west of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1974.

Currie, Lance Corporal Cecil Harvey of St.
Vital (H 16591). Princess Patricia’s Canadian
Light Infantry. He died 22 July 1943 at the age
of 23 and is commemorated at Agira Canadian
War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son of
Herbert and Vera Currie and was survived by
his wife Fileen Currie (née Sally) of Winnipeg
and their son whom he never saw.

Eileen Sally celebrated D-Day as a 21 year-old widow with a toddler in
her arms. Like many girls at the start of the Second World War, Sally was
caught up in a whirlwind of romance, excitement and passion. She
married her high school sweetheart in Winnipeg at age 17. Six weeks
later, in March, 1940, Cecil Currie went overseas with the Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. Sally, who was pregnant, never saw
him again. He was killed in action in Italy in 1943. “I was young and
foolish and he was good looking,” says Sally, now of Ottawa. “It was the
thing to do. Everyone was getting engaged or married.”

The few moments of happiness seized in the face of uncertainty had
ended with shattered dreams. The devastating news of her 22 year-old
husband came on August 7, 1943 as she was looking after her son and
living with her mother. Two uniformed men knocked at the door. Her
mother immediately realized their significance and screamed. Sally
looked on in stunned silence as one of them read a CN telegram from
Ottawa addressed to her. “Regret deeply H16591 Private Cecil Harvey

Currie officially reported killed in action 22nd July 1943. Further
information to follow when received.”

“It was just a shock,” Sally remembers. “It didn’t sink in for a couple of
days. I was so young that it never entered my mind that he could be
killed. I had nightmares that he wasn’t dead. My doctor thought I was
going to have a nervous breakdown.” She didn’t truly absorb the fact of
his death until three months later, when the army sent her his personal
effects. These included a [bronzed] baby shoe she had sent him. It was
in his breast pocket when he was shot.

“I was a widow before I'd even grown up and I was saddled with a kid,”
says Sally. “It wasn’t easy in those days. There was no day care.” She
is proud that she went out right away and found work as a federal
government clerk, aware that she would have to look after herself and her
child. She remarried in 1958 but it didn’t work out. During the war
years, women learned to cope with their fear and feelings of helplessness
by carrying on with daily life with a stiff upper lip (Bohuslawsky 1994).

Currie Island (63 N/10) in Flatrock Lake was named after him in
1995.

Currie, Corporal Robert N. of Portage la
Prairie (H 20427). Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders. He died 28 April 1945 at the age
of 21 and is commemorated at the Holten
Canadian War Cemetery in Holland. He was
the youngest son of Archibald and Gertrude
Currie of Portage la Prairie. According to his
sister (16 May 1996):

He was very young — 16 years old — when he joined the army and the only
things I remember him doing was playing hockey in the winter and
swimming in the summer. [He] never went very high in school — Grade
6, I believe. [He] swam in Crescent Lake around Island Park in Portage
(although it was against the law). He escaped Dieppe by swimming six
miles to a boat in the English Channel. He learned his swimming well!

Currie Bay (64 K/9) in Singleton Lake was named after him in
1995.

Curtis, Private Ronald C. of Kenton (H 41069).
Essex Scottish Regiment. He died 21 July 1944
at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery
Calvados, France. He was the third of the 11
children of George B. and Gertrude Curtis of
Kenton. His sister writes (13 November 2001):

He was born at Birch River, Manitoba October 27,

1920 but spent most of his growing up years at
Kenton. He had the usual childhood, growing up on a farm in a large
family — went to work on other farms from age 15 till he joined the Royal
Winnipeg Rifles on June 20, 1940, transferring to the Essex Scottish in
1942 while in England. He was killed outside Caen. Myself along with
my mother and several siblings have visited the Brettville War Cemetery
in France.

Curtis Island (64 O/4) in Blackfish Lake was named after him in
1975.

Cybuilski, Rifleman Wasyl of Winnipeg (H 17803). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 and is commemorated at
Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France. He
was the son of Mike Cybuilski of Rembrandt, Manitoba. Cybuilski
Lake (63 1/7), north of Molson Lake was named after him in 1973.
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Troops of the Highland Light Infantry of Canada embarking at dawn, 6 June 1944 at Southampton, England. Cou
National Archives of Canada (PA-129059).
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Daggitt, Sergeant Munro J. of Winnipeg (H 24148). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 13 November 1944 at the age of 28 and
is commemorated at Ancona War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son
of Reginald and Mary Daggitt and was survived by his wife
Winifred Daggitt of Lynton, Devon and their young son. Daggitt
Lake (64 1/13), northwest of North Knife Lake was named after
him in 1974.

Daigle, Sapper Joseph of Winnipeg (H 3688). Royal Canadian
Engineers. He died 22 July 1943 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at Agira Canadian War Cemetery in Sicily. He was
the son of Hugh and Mary Daigle and was survived by his wife
Doris Daigle of Oxted, Surrey, England. Daigle Lake (64 O/8),
south of Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1995.

Daly, Flying Officer John R. of Crystal City
(J 17612). No. 417 Squadron. He died 4 July
1944 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
Ravenna War Cemetery in Italy. He was the son
of R. C. and Rita Daly of Crystal City. Daly
Lake (63 K/16), west of Wekusko Lake was
named after him in 1973.

Daniels, Rifleman Walter of Grosse Isle (H 41582). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 and is commemorated at
Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
Daniels Island (64 1/16) in the Seal River was named after him in
1974.

Danielson, Signalman Norman S. of Arborg
(H 30639). Royal Canadian Corps of Signals.
He died 12 November 1945 at the age of 23 and
is commemorated at Ardal Lutheran Cemetery

i P~ in Arborg. He had hopes of continuing his
education and becoming an engineer when the
. - war was over, but died in an accident on the

family farm while home on leave. He was the
son of Gudjon and Una Danielson (née
Gislasson) of Arborg. His sister provided the following
information for his obituary (translated from Icelandic):

Norman’s personality was of a strong and masculine nature. He seemed
to approach everything with a reasonable calm and placid mind and a
succinct manner, while at the same time being joyful and brave. I have
been informed by those who knew him well that when he was leaving to
join the army, his mother was very worried, but he soothed her and
reassured her that there was nothing to fear and that he would come home
again safe and sound.

Norman loved to read and craved knowledge; he was particular in his
reading and read mostly scholarly writings, uplifting tales and books.
His intention was to gain more knowledge and education as would have
been done.

His death caused his parents, siblings and other family members
tremendous sorrow and continues to live in their memories in spite of the
passing of a year. All who knew him considered him an excellent person
with great hope for the future. Loved ones are filled with memories
which are all they have left. Yet, at the same time there is hope for a
better world in the end, when “All loved ones shall return to the loving
homeland.” Rest in eternal peace (S. Olafson 1946).

Danielson Lake (64 H/11), southeast of Small Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Dann, Pilot Officer Roland E. of Portage la
Prairie (J 4327). No. 407 Squadron. He died
22 January 1942 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at North Cotes (St. Nicholas)
Churchyard, Lincolnshire, England. He was
the eldest son of Roland and Ellen Dann of
Portage la Prairie. According to a newspaper
account:

He was recently promoted acting adjutant of the reconnaissance squadron
he was with. Around Christmas, this squadron was mentioned in a
dispatch from Ottawa that told of the extensive work done by the fliers.
Although he was born in Saskatoon, P/O Dann received his public and
high school education here. He was responsible for the founding of the
well-known Portage model plane club that took many trophies in
provincial contests. Prior to enlistment he was employed by Lyons
Garage as a bookkeeper, was a member of study, public speaking and
several young men’s organizations (Winnipeg Tribune 26 January 1942).

Dann Lake (64 1/7), northeast of North Knife Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Danyliuk, Private William of Ward (L 20065). Winnipeg
Grenadiers. He died a prisoner of war 1 December 1943 and is
commemorated at the Yokohama War Cemetery in Japan.
Danyliuk Lake (64 O/10), northwest of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1975.

Darby, Rifleman Donald M. of Winnipeg (H 42390). Regina Rifle
Regiment. He died 28 September 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Calais Canadian War Cemetery, Leubringhen,
Pas de Calais, France. He was the son of Jack and Marian Darby
of Winnipeg. Darby Lake (64 1/1), east of North Knife Lake was
named after him in 1974.

d’Arcis, Lance Sergeant Frederick L. “Dick” of Riverton (H 1918).
Highland Light Infantry of Canada. He died 11 May 1945 at the
age of 34 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery
in Surrey, England. He was the son of James and Maria d’ Arcis of
Riverton, Manitoba. Born at Washow Bay, he had been a fisherman
on Lake Winnipeg before enlisting. d’Arcis Lake (64 P/1),
southeast of Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1974.

Davey, Warrant Officer 1 Leonard F. of
Winnipeg (R 118243). No. 82 Operational
Training Unit, RCAF. He died 29 May 1944 at
the age of 22 and is commemorated at
Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Leonard C. and
Edith Davey and was survived by two sisters
and his wife Muriel G. Davey of St. Vital. She
writes (10 November 2001):

As his father worked for the CPR, Frank moved frequently with his
family during his brief life. Schooling was in Brandon, Calgary and
Vancouver where he graduated from Lord Byng Collegiate. During two
summers of his high school years, Frank worked on the Princess Louise
cruise ship of the Princess Line that plied the coastal waters from
Vancouver to Alaska. Following his graduation, he joined the RCAF.

She adds (25 March 1998):

Following his initial training in Edmonton, he was stationed at the No. 3
Wireless School in Tuxedo/Winnipeg for several months, during which
time he met me. We were married just prior to his next posting back to
Edmonton, where I accompanied him for a couple of months and then to
his next posting to Patricia Bay, BC for five months. I returned to my
parents’ home in Winnipeg when my husband was posted to England,
where he was killed the following May.

93



His Wellington aircraft was hit by “friendly fire” while returning
from a night flying exercise in England. Davey Point (64 J/12) on
Clisby Lake was named after him in 1995.

Davey, Flight Sergeant Leslie G. of Westbourne (R 177945). No.
433 Squadron. He died 24 March 1944 and is commemorated at
the Berlin 1939 - 1945 War Cemetery in Brandenburg, Germany.
Davey Bay (53 L/10) in Magill Lake was named after him in 1995.

David, Lieutenant James A. V. of Winnipeg.
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 21 December
1941 at the age of 25 and is commemorated at
the Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. He was
the son of Arnold and Enid David of Winnipeg.
His sister recalls (10 February 1998):

Although Jim was a lot older than me (he being the
oldest in the family and I was the youngest), I

- remember that he worked up in Gods Lake during
the Depression in the 1930s. Our father was overseas in the first World
War, a lieutenant with the Winnipeg Grenadiers. Dad was badly
wounded in the leg so Jim grew up knowing about the 1914 — 1918 War,
though like most Veterans, Dad rarely talked about it.

Although raised in the City of Winnipeg, Jim spent a lot of time in
Killarney, Manitoba. He always wanted to be a farmer and before he
went into the army, he farmed land near Killarney. He had a house, made
his own bread, butter etc. I remember my mother taking prepared food,
baking etc. to him. Jim was a top equestrian. Though I was very young,
I remember his riding in the Eaton’s Santa Claus parade as a teenager in
the early thirties.

He graduated from Kelvin High School and took two years at the
Agricultural College, University of Manitoba. Jim joined the Cameron
Highlanders in 1940. He went to Gordon Head Officer’s Training and
got his first pip. When he returned to Winnipeg, he was stationed at Fort
Osborne Barracks but was home a fair amount. In the Spring of 1941,
the Winnipeg Grenadiers were looking for recruits to go overseas. Jim
transferred from the Camerons to the Grenadiers.

I well remember them marching down Portage Avenue in the fall of 1941,
Jim leading a Platoon. As they went to the Pacific, we figured it had to
be the Orient. Pearl Harbour happened in December, 1941. Jim was in
Hong Kong and on Christmas Eve we heard on the radio that Hong Kong
had fallen to the Japanese. My mother visited Hong Kong in the sixties
and saw the War Memorial with Lieutenant James V. David’s name on it.

David Bay (63 1/16) in Kapechekamasic Lake was named after him
in 1995.

David, Rifleman Sylvio of Lac du Bonnet
(H 21067). Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 9
October 1944 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War
Cemetery in Belgium. He was the son of Pierre and
Georgina David of Lac du Bonnet. In 1943, Aileen
Oder of Lac du Bonnet began writing “newsletters”
to local men overseas which always began “Hello
Soldier.” Rifleman David responded:

Dear Miss Small: Please accept my thanks for your letters which I have
received regularly and enjoy so much. The scenes depicted are so vivid
and refresh memories which are not forgotten and the letters are so
newsy. I missed meeting you in Lac du Bonnet but that will come soon
we hope. We could have a cup of tea together. Believe it or not I am now
quite English as far as drinking tea goes.

Letter number four pleased me very much as I have a great weakness for
poetry. Ialways have a book of poetry with me wherever I go. Anything
from Old English such as Palgrave’s to the new Canadian. Cheerio now
with many thanks for cigarettes and letters. Sincerely from one over
there, Sylvio David (12 March 1944).

His sister adds (15 October 2001):
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Sylvio was born in Carruthers, Saskatchewan January 20th, 1917, then
moved to Lac du Bonnet in 1935 where his family started a farm. When
called to service, he was attending the University of Manitoba. He joined
the No. 10 Camerons of Canada (AF). Shortly thereafter, he was
transferred to the Rifles as a rifleman. His training was in Portage la
Prairie, Shilo and Winnipeg until the 31st of May, 1942 when he was
transferred to the United Kingdom. In January, 1944 he was awarded the
Canadian Volunteer Service Medal and Clasp. He disembarked in France
on June 13th, 1944 and was killed in action on October 9th, 1944. Later,
on October 22nd, 1944, he was awarded the France and Germany Star
Medal and Clasp. Throughout his short life, Sylvio was a dedicated,
honest, hard working and loving person, always placing family and
duties first and himself last.

David Lake (64 K/10), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after
him in 1972.

Davidson, Gunner Bryce D. of Winnipeg (H 102662). Royal
Canadian Artillery. He died 18 August 1943 at the age of 33 and is
commemorated at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was
survived by his wife Doris Davidson of Winnipeg. Bryce Davidson
Lake (64 C/13), south of McMillan Lake was named after him in
1996.

Davidson, Flying Officer Edward 1. of Winnipeg (J 16866). No.
22 Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 30 November 1942
at the age of 22 and is commemorated at Stratford-upon-Avon
Cemetery in Warwickshire, England. He was the son of Edward
and Mary Davidson of Winnipeg. Davidson Rapids (64 1/14) in the
Steel River was named after him in 1995.

Davidson, Flying Officer Haraldur J. of Winnipeg (J 6402). No.
47 Squadron. He died 26 October 1942 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at the Alamein Memorial in Egypt. He was the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Haraldur F. Davidson and was survived by his wife
Bertha Davidson of Winnipeg and their daughter. Prior to enlisting,
he was employed with the T. Eaton Life Insurance Company.
Davidson Point (64 N/8) on Shannon Lake was named after him in
1995.

Davidson, Flight Sergeant Roy of Neepawa
(R 91650). No. 420 Squadron. He died 21
June 1942 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at St. Michael Churchyard in
Waddington, Lincolnshire, England. He was
the sixth of the seven children of George and
Mary Davidson (née Ingram) and was survived
by his wife Arleigh Davidson (née Sewell)
of Toronto. According to his nephew
(21 February 1998):

He grew up in the north end of this small town, his working class
background and strong Scottish pride moulding him into a conscientious,
outgoing lad. In the 1930s, economic conditions dictated that Roy find
employment. His mechanical aptitude and people skills gained him a job
at [the] Co-op service station. Roy’s care of customers was evidenced
one hot, July day by his purchase of ice cream cones for twins of an
impoverished mother after she had spent all her money on gasoline.
Roy’s concern for things mechanical caused him to write from overseas
to his brother Bill, reminding him to “please see to the car as cooler
weather sets in, and be sure to add #10 oil.”

Roy, who completed high school at the Neepawa Collegiate in 1932, was
popular with his classmates, a friendly, helpful, musical fun-filled soul.
Roy’s talent on the violin attracted the attention of teacher and tutor
George Burnett, himself an accomplished musician. In 1928, Roy won a
chair in a Winnipeg “showcase” orchestra under the direction of Graham
Padwick. Orchestra members were drawn from all over the Province.
Another fun-loving musician from Neepawa, a young piano player
named Arleigh Sewell caught Roy’s attention and the two became



inseparable, finally marrying on September 26, 1940 in the All Saint’s
Anglican Church in Winnipeg.

Roy enlisted in the RCAF in June of that year. On September 26, 1941
(his wedding anniversary) he was posted overseas, first to a British
Training Squadron, then to operations in Waddington to fly with
Canadian pilot Flight Lieutenant David S. Jacobs. Flying in an older
Handley-Page Hampton bomber because time didn’t permit delay of
operations until the arrival of the larger, faster, modern Lancaster
bombers on their base, Roy and his pilot took part in the 1000-plane raids
in which every old, available aircraft was used to bomb German cities.
One day, taking an extra “flip” (duty assignment) for a friend, Roy drew
the belly turret for a major raid on the submarine base at Emden. Both
plane and crew were badly shot up, limping back to Waddington minus
the landing gear. The subsequent crash landing, with Roy trapped in the
damaged belly turret, cost him dearly. He was rushed to hospital where,
placed under a 24-hour nursing watch, he underwent a leg amputation in
a vain attempt to save his life. He died on June 21, 1942. In the hours
before his death Roy, who habitually put the concerns of others before his
own, expressed regret for “the trouble he was causing” them. Roy is
buried in the churchyard at Waddington, a well-treed district with soft,
rolling hills very similar to Neepawa. Family members had the privilege
of visiting his grave in 1978. His memory is perpetuated in the family
through his great-nephew, namesake Roy Davidson, born in 1961 and
now an RCMP constable in BC.

His sister adds (17 March 1998):

Our Dad, George Davidson, was an engineer on [the] CNR for many
years. During the war years he worked out of The Pas, Manitoba on a
“mixed train,” conveying tanks and war materials to Churchill. He
enjoyed being in Churchill, facing the ocean, as it reminded him of his
home in Scotland, facing the North Sea. He loved the northern country,
but found it hard to be away from his family in Neepawa. Those stressful
years and losing his son Roy, no doubt led to a heart attack and untimely
death ... [in] 1946.

Davidson Bay (64 C/8) in Granville Lake was named after him in
1995.

Davidson, Private William A. of Winnipeg (H 20323). Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders. He died 30 April 1941 at the age of 18
and is commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He was the son of
Alexander and Amy Davidson of Winnipeg. His sister writes
(18 August 1997):

I would like to state that I not only lost my brother, but he was my best
friend. We were a family of four children: Margaret, Jean, Bill and
myself. Bill was only 18 and he was a bearer of kindness to all. It was
depression years, so money was not one of our family assets. We had
more — love — our parents Amy and Alex never drank, smoked or hit us
and gave us a sense of value. I was 15 when Bill was taken. At 17,1
joined the army and served four years and was discharged in 1946. Now,
four children, 13 grandchildren and six great-grandchildren, one who has
been in the Canadian Navy for 12 years, I feel God has blessed me. The
last of the Davidsons.

Davidson Island (64 H/6) in Northern Indian Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Davidson, Flying Officer William Cameron of
High Bluff (J 10328). No. 424 Squadron. He died
13 July 1943 at the age of 26 and is commemorated
at the Malta Memorial. He was the only son of
William and Lucy Davidson of High Bluff,
Manitoba and was survived by a sister, Merele
Davidson of Fort William, Ontario. A family
friend recalls that by trade, he was a printer
before the war. Davidson Peninsula (53 1/2)
on Island Lake was named after him in 1995.

Davie, Flight Sergeant James A. of Winnipeg (R 180070). No. 15
Squadron. He died 4 July 1943 at the age of 28 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of James and Margaret Davie. Davie Lake
(64 H/15), north of Etawney Lake was named after him in 1995.

Davies, Rifleman John R. of St. James
(H40987). Regina Rifle Regiment. He died 12
August 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at  Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
He was survived by his mother Mary E. Davies
and stepfather Joseph Kisslinger of
Winnipeg.  Davies Island (64 F/3) in
Goldsand Lake was named after him in 1994.

Davies, Lance Corporal Robert L. of Rivers
(H7116). Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.
He died 21 July 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at  Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery, Calvados, France. He
was the son of George Llewellyn and Janet
Margaret Davies of Rapid City. His sisters
report that (31 October 2001):

Bob was born and raised on a farm six miles from the town of Rivers. He
helped his Dad on the farm until he joined the army. We had many good
times in the years prior to the war, driving the old Model T in summer
and the team and sleigh in winter. We learned to skate on the frozen
sloughs in the middle of plowed fields. We would walk on our blades
from slough to slough. (There were no skate guards in those days). My
sister Ina and I have been blessed with the opportunity to visit his grave
in the beautiful, peaceful French countryside.

She adds (8 March 1996):

He started his army training at Portage la Prairie, Manitoba in 1941, and
from there to Terrace and Prince Rupert, BC. Went over to England in
1943 and was stationed near Canterbury, Kent. I don’t think he was in
France very long before he was killed, but I don’t know a date.

Davies Peninsula (53 K/10) on Little Stull Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Davies, Captain Roslyn M. of Winnipeg. Royal Canadian Army
Paymaster Corps. He died 20 December 1941 at the age of 39 and
is commemorated at the Sai Wan War Cemetery in Hong Kong. He
was survived by his wife Lillian D. Davies (née Dundas) and their
three children. His daughter writes (13 June 1997):

[He] was born in Wales June 1, 1902. Although he went by Ross, the Welsh
spelling of his name was Rhoslyn Mailon Brychan Davies. He married
Lillian Dorcas Dundas in Brandon, Manitoba. They had three children. His
employment record included the Royal Bank, T. Eaton Company and other
financial organizations and the last seven years with the City of Winnipeg
as Executive Head, Department of Public Welfare in 1938.

For a number of years, he was a member of the Grenadiers Reserve and
became active with the rank of Captain at the outbreak of war. He was
recalled to Ottawa in 1941 for reassignment of responsibility and became
a member of the Canadian Army Pay Corps as Field Cashier and
prepared to embark for Hong Kong along with other Canadian forces
including the Winnipeg Grenadiers. He was recommended for
promotion to the rank of Major, but due to prevailing conditions at Hong
Kong, the commission never became official before he was killed.

He was a loving father and a devoted husband. My Mom and Dad wrote to

each other daily and because he was killed a year before [she was notified],

all her letters were returned after the war. This was a very sad experience.
Davies Point (64 G/12) on Big Sand Lake was named after him in
1995.
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Davies, Able Seaman William T. of Brandon (4242). HMCS
Ottawa. The Ottawa was escorting Convoy ON.127 in the North
Atlantic when it was struck by two torpedoes from U-91; 114 of her
ship’s company were lost. Able Seaman Davies died 13 September
1942 at the age of 20 and is commemorated at the Halifax
Memorial. He was the son of Thomas and Katherine Davies of
Brandon. Davies Lake (64 N/7), southwest of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Davis, Private Albert H. of Winnipeg (H 6575).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 19 December
1941 at the age of 38 and is commemorated at
the Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. He was
the son of Harry and Kate Davis and was
survived by his wife Violet Davis of Winnipeg
and their three children. Davis Island (64 J/1)
in Chipewyan Lake was named after him in
1975.

Davis, Flight Lieutenant (Reverend) Bernard
D. of Dauphin (C 4827). Royal Canadian Air
Force. He died 29 March 1944 at the age of 39
and is commemorated at Riverside Cemetery in
Dauphin. He was the son of Constantine
Francis and Lily M. G. Davis (née Collins) of
Dauphin. He had been ordained to the
priesthood at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg in
1932. Davis Peninsula (64 C/8) on Granville
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Davis, Rifleman German C. of Melita (H 422071). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 2 February 1941 at the age of 46 and is
commemorated at Melita Cemetery, Manitoba. He was the son of
Mr. and Mrs. S. G. Davis and was survived by his wife Mabel Davis
of Melita. Davis Hill (64 C/2), south of Granville Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Davis, Rifleman Herbert L. of Winnipeg (H 41910). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery, Reviers,
Calvados, France. He was survived by his wife Jeanette Davis of
Horsham, Sussex, England. Davis Esker (64 1/4), east of Ashley
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Davis, Private John J. of Winnipeg (H 6050).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 1 April 1943 at
the age of 41 and is commemorated at the Sai
Wan War Cemetery in Hong Kong. He was the
son of George and Elizabeth Davis and was
survived by his wife Alice Davis of Winnipeg.
John Davis Rapids (53 M/10) in the Gowan
River was named after him in 1995.

Davis, Trooper Newton R. of Winnipeg (H 26252). Fort Garry
Horse. He died 17 April 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of S. and Irene Davis of Winnipeg. Davis
Narrows (53 F/13) in Angling Lake was named after him in 1995.

Davis, Pilot Officer Robert H. of Winnipeg (J 19412). No. 429
Squadron. He died 26 November 1943 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Hotton War Cemetery, Hotton, Luxembourg,
Belgium. He was the son of Henry and Ethel Davis of Winnipeg.
Davis Rapids (64 O/7) in the Anderson River was named after him
in 1995.
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Dawes, Able Seaman James C. of Portage la
Prairie (V 16586). HMCS Valleyfield. The
Valleyfield was torpedoed and sunk by U-548
50 miles south of Cape Race, Newfoundland;
125 of her ship’s company were lost. Able
Seaman Dawes died 7 May 1944 at the age of
23 and is commemorated at the Halifax
Memorial. He was the son of William C. and
Laura Dawes of Portage la Prairie and was
survived by his wife Jeanie Dawes (née Campbell) of Paisley,
Renfrewshire, Scotland. His brother recalls (2 December 1996):
Small for his age, Jim played regularly with his younger twin brothers
and so came to be known to many as “the third twin.” He spent his
school years and began his working life in Portage la Prairie, but enlisted
in the Royal Canadian Navy at HMCS Griffon in Port Arthur, Ontario
(now Thunder Bay) where his older sister was living.

He served in many different areas including Murmansk on the frozen
north coast of the USSR and in the Mediterranean. He was injured on
one of these expeditions and was sent to hospital in Scotland. While
there, he met and in July of 1943 married, Jean Campbell of Paisley,
Scotland. Their married life was tragically short. He had leave at the
time of their wedding and another time she met him in Londonderry,
Ireland for a long weekend. With the rest of the crew, he was sent to
Canada to pick up a ship at the Toronto Shipyard, but as he said at the
time “this leave was on the wrong side of the Atlantic.” Jean remarried
and had a family and when last heard from was living in the Vancouver
area.

... his family received the telegram which all servicemen’s families had
learned to dread. Red-haired and fun-loving, it’s hard to believe that this
light-hearted 23 year-old would now be almost 76. “They shall grow not
old as we who are left grow old” is certainly true in these cases.

Dawes Lake (64 1/13), northeast of Tadoule Lake was named after
him in 1957.

Dawson, Lieutenant Alexander F. of St. Vital.
South Saskatchewan Regiment. He died 19
August 1942 at the age of 38 and is
commemorated at Calais Canadian War
Cemetery, Leubringhen, Pas de Calais, France.
He was the son of the late Charles and Jeanie
Dawson of Portage la Prairie and was survived
by his wife Margaret S. Dawson of St. Vital,
their daughter Enid and son Ronald. His father
had died only three weeks previously. Dawson Lake (62 P/1),
west of English Lake was named after him in 1982.

Dawson, Leading Aircraftman Harry N. of Winnipeg (R 59332).
No. 2 Service Flying Training School. He died 7 January 1941 at
the age of 22 and is commemorated at St. John’s Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was the son of Sidney and Ethel Dawson of St.
James. Dawson Rapids (64 N/5) in the Thlewiaza River was
named after him in 1995.

Dawson, Sergeant Leon W. J. of St. Boniface (R 147410). No. 15
Squadron. He died 12 June 1943 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
Dawson Island (63 N/3) in Kississing Lake was named after him in
1994.

Dawson, Company Quarter Master Sergeant William R. of
Winnipeg (H 7077). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 16 August
1944 at the age of 29 and is commemorated at Brookwood Military
Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son of William and Jane
Dawson and was survived by his wife Agnes Dawson of Winnipeg.
Dawson Peninsula (64 O/15) on Blevins Lake was named after
him in 1995.



Day, Lance Corporal John W. of Neepawa
(H 20486). Calgary Tank Regiment. He died 10
July 1944 at the age of 29 and is commemorated
at Foiano Della Chiana War Cemetery, Italy. He
was the son of Arthur and Elizabeth Day of
Neepawa and husband of Betty Day (née
Armstrong) of Gladstone. His wife died in
childbirth in 1940 and Lance Corporal
Armstrong enlisted in the army shortly thereafter.

John trained at Winnipeg, Hamilton, and Camp Borden. He was posted
overseas with the Calgary Tank Regiment of the First Armoured Car
Brigade in June, 1941 and took part in the Dieppe Raid 19 August 1942.
John served with this Regiment in the Sicilian and Italian campaigns.
His sister Mrs. Bert Graham received word from his Commanding
Officer. John was driving his Captain’s [he had just assumed command
of the unit] tank when they met a fierce German counter attack. A shell
from an anti-tank weapon directly hit the drivers seat. John was killed
instantly (Pittman n.d.).

Day Lake (52 L/14), west of Tooth Lake was named after him in 1982.

Deacon, Flight Lieutenant Arthur Allan of
Crystal City (41346). RAF. He died 24
November 1939 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Wallasey (Frankby)
Cemetery in Cheshire, England. A former
member of the RCAF, he travelled to England
before the war to join the RAF and was killed in
a training accident. He was the son of Colonel
Edgar A. and Olive M. Deacon of Crystal City.
Deacon Lake (64 1/4), northeast of Ashley Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Deakin, Flying Officer Arthur K. of Neepawa
(J 18442). No. 407 Squadron. He died 13
November 1944 at the age of 27 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial
in Surrey, England. He was the son of Guy
and Janey Deakin of Victoria, British
Columbia. In his diary, he describes
Southampton in early 1942:

I caught the 10:30 Royal Blue Coach to Southampton, which for the price
of four shillings, took me through the New Forest and some pretty
country, leaving me at Grove Square at about noon. I started a tour of the
town on foot. The damage in some parts is colossal, and it may be an
exaggeration to say one out of every four dwellings was now occupied
(and this is a cross section of town). St. Mary’s Church was bombed
completely. The four walls and arches and altar remain. I went in, and
it is sights like these that make one realize the complete devastation that
has been wrought in these parts. A tombstone in the adjoining
churchyard bore the date 1660, verifying antiquity of the church and
parish. I walked on. The railway yards did not appear to have suffered
so heavily. A great portion of the docks was not approachable. Nowhere
are there windows, and in one long deserted street I saw one woman
emerge from a basement. I counted ten shelters in a public park and no
less than 30 barrage balloons over the town. That portion of the dock
which I did not see, and which contains the southeastern bastions of the
old wall (a massive stone structure which defied a French attack by gun
powder — probably one of the first times it was used — as long ago as
1459) now is in hideous shambles. The wreckage has been cleared of the
streets, but wrecking crews were still visible cleaning up and for blocks,
hardly a building stands. One large business house, gutted by fire and
with only the walls left, had rather ironically I thought, a notice over the
front door which read: “To be sold or Let”. It had missed the flames (8
January 1942).

Deakin Lake (53 K/4), South of Red Sucker Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Dean, Pilot Officer George “Scotty” of Pine
Falls (J 88518). No. 18 Squadron. He died 7
February 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Beach Head War Cemetery
in Anzio, Italy. He was one of the three
children of John and Christina Dean of Pine
Falls. His sister writes (23 October 2001):

At the time of his death, he was attached to the
RAF and was flying one of the few Boston
bombers. His plane was shot down near Rome. George was listed as
“missing in action” until his grave was discovered by the Graves
Commission in 1945 at Campo Verano.

George loved the outdoors — canoeing, swimming, tennis and golf in the
summer and hockey in the winter. His last leave was spent in Scotland
visiting relatives including his grandfather whom he had not previously
met. It later transpired that his grandfather died the same night he did.

Dean Creek (52 L/6), which flows east into Parks Lake was named
after him in 1978.

Dean, Aircraftman 1 Herbert A. J. of Winnipeg (R 100106).
Rivers Air Observer School. He died 22 August 1941 at the age of
21 and is commemorated at St. Boniface Cemetery. He was the son
of Walter and Ella Dean of Winnipeg. Dean Bay (64 N/5) in
Snyder Lake was named after him in 1995.

Dean, Rifleman Melvin J. of Birch River
(H 6975). Regina Rifle Regiment. He died 6
June 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery, Reviers, Calvados, France. He was
the son of John J. and Ella M. Dean of Birch
River. Three weeks later, Rifleman Dean’s
father received the following letter:

Dear Mr. Dean: I am Mel’s chaplain. This is the time that I wish I were
personally acquainted with the families of all my men. Expressions of
sympathy are so cold when they lack the personal touch. However, I did
know Mel very well and I write to you as his friend. He was with the
Medical Section and I always travelled with them on schemes, and know
them all very, very well. I can therefore pass on to you my genuine
sympathy in the death of your son.

I am going to tell you the circumstances of his death. I know that you
would like to know them. He was killed on the beach, trying to get
wounded men out of the water when we were landing on the beaches. He
came in with the first company to land. His comrades speak with highest
praise of his heroism and courage in carrying on his duties. As you know
from accounts in the papers, the beaches were under very heavy Machine
Gun and Mortar fire all the time that we were landing. You will be glad
to know that his company went ahead to storm the beach defences,
capture the village, finally reaching their objective inland and holding it
against violent counter-attacks.

You will be anxious about Mel’s friends. His closest chum, Fred Weber,
was killed at the same time, on the beach. Charlie Moorhead, the other
medic with the company, was wounded in the arm but we had a letter
from him to say that he is in hospital in England, doing very well. He
hopes to be back with the regiment very soon.

Aletter is a mighty poor medium for conveying feelings of sympathy. My hope
is that kind friends may help to lift the burden for you, the way our comrades in
the regiment are holding one another up these days. The comradeship of the
men is a grand thing and this unit is like one big, happy family.

Mel was buried near the beach. Honorary Major Forth, Church of
England padre and I conducted the service jointly. Ultimately all
Canadians who lose their lives in France will be buried in one central
cemetery and you will be informed of its location.

May the comfort of the Christian gospel come home to you with fresh
meaning, bringing comfort and strength. Please convey my sympathy
and my kind regards to your family and to Mel’s friends at home.
Sincerely yours, Graham M. Jameson (26 June 1944).
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Over a year later, his father received a letter from France:

This letter is written to you by a true Frenchman of the Resistance and I
would have preferred writing you under different circumstances, but
regretfully we cannot alter our destiny. On the 6th of June, 1944, we had
the great joy to see all our young Canadians braced with their staunchest
courage come to deliver us from the Nazi slavery. Unfortunately, there
were a few of these young lads who fell in our territory. Your son was
amongst them. The bodies were immediately buried near the property of
my parents. These graves were tenderly cared for by my parents and
their friends with blossoming flowers, while I was in England, a member
of the voluntary Free French Resistance forces. Later on, the bodies of
these soldiers were exhumed and interred in a large cemetery a few miles
from home and these graves are still kept in perfect state of beauty and
given loving care.

Since then, a committee has been formed and called France-England-
Canada-and the United States of which we are all members. A plan has
been decided by which each of us adopt one of these graves of our
glorious Canadians who so valiantly fell in our country, your son’s grave
becoming my responsibility. May it give you some measure of comfort
and consolation to know that my family care tenderly for your son’s
grave which is covered with flowers. I enclose this picture as a souvenir
and may it bring to you some satisfaction to know that a grateful French
family tends carefully your darling son’s grave.

If some day there exists some service between Canada and France, I wish
to extend a hearty hospitality to your family to visit here and the door of
my home will be wide open for you as long as you wish to stay with us.
I will continue to keep in contact with you as long as you desire, this
friendship that I have vowed to your son, I wish to extend to all members
of your family. Kindly accept, dear sir, the friendship that I have for your
beloved son and may it be accepted by your family, so as to make it
larger. Mr. and Mrs. A. Goupinet, Courseulles-sur-Mer, Calvados,
France (12 October 1945).

Dean Lake (64 K/16), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after
him in 1961.

Dearle, Private Robert H. of Ninette (H 8810).
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He
died 12 February 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Ravenna War Cemetery in
Italy. He was one of the eight children of
Robert H. and Charlotte Dearle of St. James.
His sister writes (5 November 2001):

Robert Henry Dearle [was] born February 8, 1924

in Ninette, Manitoba. He was named after his
father who had served in World War I. Bob joined the PPCLI in March,
1943 in Winnipeg and trained at Shilo for a time and then Camp Borden.
He departed overseas in September of that year. Bob served in England,
North Africa, then Sicily. He was killed in action in Bagnacavallo, Italy.

Bob was a very happy, easy going person. He like to sing, whistle and
yodel. He loved the outdoors and spent time at Carberry on his sister’s
and brother-in-law’s farm before enlisting in 1943. Bob had just
celebrated his 21st birthday on the 8th of February and was killed on the
12th. May he rest in peace.

Dearle Island (63 N/3), in Kississing Lake was named after him in
1972.

Dechief, Trooper Earl F. of Deloraine
(H 1574). Lord Strathcona’s Horse. He died 30
May 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Cassino War Cemetery in
Italy. He was the son of George and Eulalie
Dechief of Deloraine. His sister reports that he
was still in high school when he was called up.
He enlisted at Portage la Prairie in 1943.
Dechief Lake (64 K/8), northeast of Reindeer
Lake was named after him in 1972.
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Decloux, Flying Officer Marcel A. of Winnipeg (J 14440). No.
404 Squadron. He died 16 January 1944 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Justin and Pauline Decloux of Toronto. Decloux
Lake (64 0/6), south of Corbett Lake was named after him in 1995.

Decruyenaere, Warrant Officer 1 Albert J.
“Bing” of St. Boniface (R 59761). No. 136
Squadron. He died 15 March 1943 at the age of
22 and is commemorated at Taukkyan Cemetery,
Myanmar. He was the eldest of the seven
children of Alfred and Marie Decruyenaere of
North Bay, Ontario. He enlisted in the RCAF
when he was 19, but knowing that his parents
would object, he joined while they were away on
holiday. According to his sister (n.d.):

After completing his grade school at Provencher School in St. Boniface,
Manitoba, he went on to further his education at St. Paul’s College. He
worked delivering milk for his brother-in-law, Omer Van Walleghem at
Royal Dairies. He gained a reputation for being very popular with the
young maidens on his milk route. In fact, he got along exceedingly well
with the fair set.

He began his training in Trenton, Ontario and after only one furlough home
he was sent overseas where his squadron joined forces with the Royal Air
Force. Prior to leaving, he said to his mother “Think of me every day at 11
AM and I will do the same.” They both did this faithfully until Bert’s death.

Bert had always wanted to fly and he realized his dream in the African
theatre and the India/Burma theatre. His Belgian heritage was very
important to him and he honoured it by naming his plane Leopold after
the King of Belgium. Even in the few short years he was in the war, he
made many friends and was given the nickname “Bing.” This was the
result of the difficulty people had pronouncing his last name. They began
to call him “de crooner” a nickname given to Bing Crosby and eventually
it led to Bing. Owen Hearne, a resident of Calcutta, associated with one
of the embassies in India, befriended Bert. They got to know each other
very well on intermittent visits. After Bert was killed, Mr. Hearne wrote
a book on his time with Bert. The title he gave it was “Bing.”

Bert was a friendly, easygoing person with a zest for life. There was
always laughter in his life, especially when he played practical jokes on
those around him. He lived life to the fullest. He loved sports, hunting,
fishing, cards and rolling dice. He enjoyed driving his Dad’s “Buick
Straight Eight” to see how fast it would go. Bert brought a special energy
and excitement to any groups he joined. His death wasn’t only a casualty
of World War II; it was a great loss to his family and friends.

Decruyenaere Lake (64 1/7), northeast of North Knife Lake was
named after him in 1974.

de Denus, Sergeant George J. of Winnipeg (H 42269). Regina
Rifle Regiment. He died 8 July 1944 at the age of 31 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Guy R. and Catherine de
Denus of Winnipeg. His nephew reports (17 January 1998) that he:

... took part in the invasion of France on June 6, 1944 and it was with this
regiment that he and fourteen other men liberated the town of Bretteville
in France. When his commanding officer was wounded, George took over
command of the platoon. On July 8, 1944 during the liberation of Caen,
he was sent on a scouting mission and was brought down by a sniper.

George was truly loved by his family, extremely admired by his friends,
highly respected by his regiment and sadly missed by anyone who knew
him. Recently, I read many letters that were sent between George and his
parents during that time. Despite the horror and hardships that the war
caused, they had an amazing inner strength which came from their deep
religious beliefs, a strong commitment to flag and country and the
undying ideal of freedom for which so many men and women gave up
their lives.

de Denus Lake (64 J/2), southwest of Tadoule Lake was named
after him in 1975.



Delipper, Rifleman John of Russell (H 41206).
Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 12 December
1944 at the age of 37 and is commemorated at
the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was survived by his wife Emma
Delipper of Russell and their four children.
Delipper Lake (64 O/5), east of Nueltin Lake
was named after him in 1975.

Deller, Trooper Walter J. of Shoal Lake (H 1682). Lord
Strathcona’s Horse. He died 4 January 1945 and is commemorated
at Ravenna War Cemetery in Italy. Deller Lake (64 K/12),
northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

P s Delorme, Private George D. of Carman
. (H 6758). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died a
| prisoner of war 4 December 1944 at the age of
24 and is commemorated at the Yokohama War
Cemetery in Japan. The official cause of death
‘% was listed as pneumonia. He was the son of
~— ,( William and Alice Delorme of Carman.

. % Delorme Lake (63 O/4), north of Wekusko
Lake was named after him in 1970.

Delorme, Sergeant Léopold T. P. of St. Adolphe (R 86322). No.
245 Squadron. He died 23 February 1942 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of William and Philomene Delorme of St.
Adolphe. Delorme Island (64 O/12) in Shannon Lake was named
after him in 1995.

Delorme, Private Lionel S. J. of Winnipeg
(H 21073). Essex Scottish Regiment. He died
8 March 1945 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of Arthur
and Amanda Delorme of Winnipeg. He seems to
have enlisted when only 17 years of age by
“altering” his date of birth on his attestation papers.
Delorme Creek (62 P/16), which flows south into
Leyond River was named after him in 1973.

Demeria, Corporal Edward A. (M 107541).
Seaforth Highlanders of Canada. He died 12
April 1945 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at the Holten Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. He was survived by his
wife Elizabeth A. Demeria and their young
daughter. According to his wife (25 June 1996):

My first husband was an inspiration to everyone;

he was a wonderful husband, never thinking of
himself. He was a very jovial man, always doing funny things to make
me laugh and everyone else. We had a daughter ... just like her father,
always making everyone happy but herself. Edward soon got to be
Corporal and he was so proud. Also, he got to see his baby daughter
before he left for overseas.

Demeria Lake (53 M/11), southeast of Ransom Lake was named
after him in 1996.

Deniset, Captain Francois A. of St. Boniface. Royal Canadian
Artillery. He died 8 May 1945 and is commemorated at the
Brookwood Memorial in Surrey, England. He was the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Francois Deniset of St. Boniface and was survived by his
wife Joan Deniset of Farnham, Surrey. Deniset Lake (64 K/11),
northeast of Reindeer Lake was named after him in 1972.

Denison, Major Latimer Hugh of Winnipeg.
Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Distinguished Service
Order and the Croix de Guerre.

On the 21st February, 1945, D Company, Royal
Winnipeg Rifles, commanded by Captain (Acting
Major) Denison was ordered to capture the high
ground which is thickly wooded and overlooks
Moyland, Germany to the northeast. This attack
was quickly pushed home despite the heavy
defensive fire put down by the enemy and the few
enemy that were left alive withdrew.

Later in the day, D Company was ordered to pass through C Company
and to seize the high ground at the eastern tip of the wood. This required
a 1000-yard advance through an extremely thick wood which was being
subjected to the full weight of the enemy’s fire. Casualties amongst
Major Denison’s men were heavy, but ceaselessly moving from platoon
to platoon, he kept control of his company and by his own personal
courage inspired his men to go on. Machine gun fire from prepared
positions on the hill feature was intense, but by skilfully manoeuvring his
men he got his now depleted company into an assaulting position and
stormed the hilltop with he himself leading.

During the consolidation phase, they were counter-attacked twice by the
enemy; both of these were successfully beaten off with heavy casualties
to the Germans. When the enemy were seen forming up for a third
attack, Major Denison, from the crest of the hill and in full view of the
enemy, personally sited and directed the fire of a troop of tanks; the
company and the tanks quickly broke up the enemy attack and they
withdrew. By his initiative, leadership, courage and offensive spirit,
Major Denison was able to inspire his men to hold their hard-won
objective thus securing the left flank of the Brigade (DSO Citation).

Captain Denison commanded a Canadian air liaison section and sailed
with an advance party to Normandy on D-Day and acted as air liaison
officer in contact cars which provided close air support during the pursuit
across France. His work was often carried out under fire. His courage
and determination in these operations led to the destruction of a great
quantity of enemy material and men (Croix de Guerre Citation n.d.).

He died 30 March 1945 at the age of 24 and is commemorated at
Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery, Gelderland, Netherlands. He
was the son of Alexander Latimer and Edith F. Denison (née Daly)
of Winnipeg and the husband of Jean M. Denison (née Hay) of East
Preston, Sussex, England. In a letter to his wife, Captain C. D.
Shepard spoke of Major Denison:
As I was walking back to the station in Aldershot, I spied a corporal in
the Winnipeg Rifles and asked him if he had known Major Denison. It
would have gladdened the hearts of the Denison family to have heard the
respect and admiration with which this lad regarded Hugh. He was not
in Hugh’s company, but said that Hugh’s company had passed through
his own in the attack across the Rhine at Emmerich. Apparently Hugh’s
company was held up by a German self-propelled gun — a sort of semi-
tank affair — and Hugh had crawled forward with a PIAT — the small
armour-piercing weapon carried by the infantry — until he was only 50 or
75 yards from the Germans. The Germans had seen Hugh and he was
killed instantly by a high explosive shell. The corporal thought that Hugh
had been recommended for the DSO for his actions — which is a higher
award than the MC and next to the VC; it was an action that Hugh had
every right to delegate to one of his juniors but no doubt he appreciated
its hazards and therefore decided to do the job himself. It is leadership
like that that has won the war (11 May 1945).

Denison Lake (64 G/5), southeast of Big Sand Lake was named
after him in 1948.

Denison, Flying Officer Richard W. of Winnipeg (J 15470). No.
403 Squadron. He died 18 March 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of R. Lionel and Celia Denison of
Winnipeg and the second cousin of Major Hugh Denison (previous
entry). The Denison family has a private cemetery in Toronto and

99



the names of both men are inscribed on the cenotaph there.
Denison Island (64 O/11) in John Osborn Lake was named after
Richard Denison in 1975.

Dennis, Sergeant Norman of Birch River
(L 36284). Governor General’s Foot Guards.
He was killed when an 88mm shell pierced the
turret of his tank. While lying wounded, his
only thought was reportedly for the well-being
of his gunner and he died urging his troop to
“carry on the fight.” He died 9 August 1944 at
the age of 22 and is commemorated at Beny-
sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados,
France. He was the son of Thomas and Jennie Dennis (née
Watkins) of Swan River. Upon his arrival in England, he wrote to
his mother:

Dear Mother: Well as usual we are all fine and like it here very much. We
had a wonderful trip over and it was sure quite an experience. Wilfred
got a leave a few days ago to visit relations and I expect to get one
shortly. I don’t know where I will go yet but I expect it will be to visit
dad’s relations. The weather and the country is just like dad said, and it
sure is a wonderful place, what I have seen of it. I haven’t received a
letter from you since I’ve been here and this is the first letter I have
written since I sent the cable. Well, I will be expecting a letter very
shortly and write regularly. Your son, Sergeant N. Dennis (11 July 1943).

His last letter home had a reassuring tone:

Dear Mother: Well, as ever 1 am just fine and enjoying life very (very)
much at the present time. I haven’t received any mail from you for over
two to three weeks. What is the matter with not writing? This is the first
letter that I have written for quite some time. I am in France which
makes news very scarce. Well, there isn’t much I can say. I hope you are
all well and don’t worry because I am enjoying myself very much. Your
son, Norman (30 July 1944).

The next communication she received was a telegram from the

Department of National Defence:
Dear Mrs. Jennie Dennis: Minister of National Defence Deeply Regrets
to Inform you that L 36284 Sergeant Norman Dennis Has Been Officially
reported Wounded in Action on a Date Not Yet Available and Died of
Wounds Ninth August 1944 Nature of Wounds Described As Traumatic
Amputation right thigh wounds right Arm Stop When further Information
Becomes available It will Be Forwarded As Soon As Received. Director
of Records (15 August 1944).

According to his younger brother (3 April 1995): “Being only 10
years old in 1940, one memory that sticks was my mother writing
letters to Norman at night with the light of a coal oil lamp at Birch
River, Manitoba.” Dennis Lake (64 1/12), northwest of North
Knife Lake was named after him in 1974.

Dereworiz, Rifleman Walter of Winnipeg (H 204488). Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. He died 8 June 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery in
Calvados, France. He was the son of Andrew and Anastasia
Dereworiz of Winnipeg. Dereworiz Lake (64 J/1), south of Tadoule
Lake was named after him in 1975.

Derksen, Private Jacob of Morden (H 69770).
Royal Hamilton Light Infantry. He died 8
March 1945 at the age of 20 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland. Born at Rosenfeld,
Manitoba, he was survived by his parents Jacob
and Tina Derksen of Morden. Derksen Lake
(64 N/3), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named
after him in 1972.
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de Rzonca, Sergeant James R. W. of Winnipeg
(R 101835). No. 11 Elementary Flying
Training School. He died 16 April 1942 at the
age of 20 and is commemorated at Wellshill
Cemetery in Perthshire, Scotland. He was the
only son of Stanislaus J. and Helen de Rzonca
(née Kiersnowska) of Winnipeg. The elder of
his two sisters writes (17 August 2001):

Januszek (James) as he was called in Polish, was born in Warsaw, Poland
August 29, 1921 at the General Hospital where my mother worked as a
nurse. He became the centre of the universe for both my parents,
although he was ill often as a child and needed a lot of care. I was born
in 1923 and my sister followed in 1925. James and I actually were only
a year and a half apart and grew up very close, always enjoying each
other’s company.

Our family emigrated from Poland to Canada in 1929, bringing enough
money to last us for a few years as it was obligatory in those days, to buy
and settle on a farm. My father having only worked as a “head cashier”
in a large bank in Warsaw, knew little of a farmer’s life, but managed to
build bridges from logs on the farm, employ farmhands and bring in good
crops. The depression years were a great struggle when wheat sold for
12¢ a bushel and he had to pay off help and the costly farm machinery.
He bankrupted after three years of struggle. Mother and Father separated
with Father leaving for Montreal to learn a new trade and Mother
resuming her nursing career in Winnipeg. As Father spoke six languages
including French, it helped.

Those three years on the farm during summer holidays were very
memorable and happy for us children. The great freedom of the outdoors
with over 600 acres to roam and play. My brother and I, hand-in-hand,
running through the woods and fields exploring and picking wildflowers
for Mother ... bareback riding one of the horses to a neighbour’s
swimming hole to cool off ... carrying lunches to the farmhands through
golden, waving fields of wheat ... and then exploring places we missed
on the way back. There were two rivers running through the property and
many times we would catch minnows and I would segregate them in
different jars. We also helped gathering berries and mushrooms in the
woods along Mother’s side, as she knew about herbs, wild mushrooms,
berries etc.

At Christmas time, it was also much fun sliding down the river banks on
our sleds. I recall one Christmas Eve when the snow was exceptionally
high — 10 feet or so — and the whole family decided to attend Midnight
Mass at the church in the village of Ste. Agathe. We were dressed
warmly and bundled under wool blankets and fur rugs. Two horses
pulled the big sled; little bells jingled merrily from the horses’ harnesses.
The sky was black but dotted with millions of stars shining like diamonds
above. As we were only five miles away from the village and taking
shortcuts through the snowy fields, it did not take too long to arrive and
join the other neighbours and villagers in a memorable holy service; the
candles, hymns, music and decorations impressed us greatly. However,
on the way back it began to snow and Father got lost for a while, but after
a neighbour gave him directions, we all arrived safely back home.

After Father’s and Mother’s departure from the farm, we became full-
time boarders at the Convent and James boarded with the Lapalisse
family close to the school. We only saw him during recess and/or
summer holidays in Mother’s home in Winnipeg. We were all very good
students and it wasn’t long before James, Teresa and I won provincial
prizes for French and other subjects. I would like to mention here that
we are very grateful to the sisters of the Infant Jesus and Mary for the
excellent education received at Ste. Agathe and later at the St. Joseph’s
Academy in St. Boniface. James left the school after Grade 10 to take
Greek and Latin at the College in St. Boniface. He mastered the four-
year course in two years, then went on to University at St. Paul’s College
where he also played hockey. James wanted to become a Civil Engineer
and worked very hard at his studies.

I must relate how kind and self-sacrificing James was and how much he
cared and loved us. One early summer day, he decided to cycle from
Winnipeg to Ste. Agathe, a distance of 35 miles one way, to deliver us a
big box of fruit as a treat. Very basic fare in those days was served us at



meals and this surprise was such a blessing. We were overjoyed to see
him and he visited with us for a little while. He was anxious to start the
journey back, as we could see he was already quite tired. Mother said
later that when he arrived back home to Winnipeg he could hardly stand
up. She massaged his cramped legs over the next few days as he had
problems even walking. God bless him for that wonderful act of love.

It was about this time that James visited on many occasions the Trappist
Monastery where they bred pure-bred dogs and made all kinds of cheeses
for sale. One day, a pup with a bobbed tail became available for $25 and
my brother cleaned out his bank account to buy him. When we first saw
him, we thought it was fully grown, but as this was a Great Dane pup, he
grew to be over three feet tall and 150 pounds, just like a small calf. We
lost a lot of friends visiting over the next few years as this dog, although
very gentle in nature, scared a lot of people away as he sat on the front
steps of the house. James had dogs over many years, but Rex the Great
Dane was his favourite.

James in his second year of University joined the RCAF in 1941.
Apparently the same day another boy, Lloyd Armour also joined (from
Chapman, BC). The two became fast friends and were transferred to the
same locations across Canada as they received their training, and then
onward overseas and then to be stationed in Scotland. They flew on
missions many times as pilot and co-pilot and on that fateful day in April,
fought the German planes attacking England and were shot down. They
died together and their remains are mixed in two small caskets buried in
Perth’s cemetery, so flowers and prayers are always made and given to
both graves, located side-by-side. Lloyd’s father, Mr. Armour
corresponded with my father over many years and also visited my mother
and sister in Vancouver. I was away working that day and missed him.

On his last birthday in 1941, he was stationed out west — Comox or
Lethbridge — I can’t recall. Ibaked an Angel Food cake (13 eggs) for him
with all the trimmings and along with candles mailed it AIRMAIL. He
received it the next day for his birthday and as he wrote back, it was a
wonderful surprise that was demolished by him and his friends in 10
minutes. My love for him is constant and never diminishes with his
absence — only the pain of losing him is not so acute.

My mother never got over his death. She could not carry on nursing
others; father became morose. He had been away nine years in Montreal
before he came back in 1940 to Winnipeg. Of course, living apart, we
did not see him too often. Mother raised us as a single parent with some
monetary help from father, but far too little. As children of separated
parents, we all turned out honest, hard-working, poor in monetary goods,
but rich in love and memories. I married twice and have two wonderful
daughters. My sister got a great University education and became a
teacher. My dreams of becoming “a pharmacist or chemist” evaporated
upon my brother’s death. I had to take a secretarial course so I could earn
my living and help mother financially. We all lost greatly when James
died. Had James lived, our lives would have been so much better with
his caring for us, his advice in all worldly matters and his protection.
Mother always relied on him so even when he was a child. Her loss,
especially as she grew older, was immeasurable.

In 1969, my husband Zak and I made a special detour on our European
trip to visit my brother’s grave in Perth. We also tried to trace my
brother’s girlfriend’s family, but they had moved away. Some local
people helped us find the cemetery and upon hearing of our difficulties,
bought us dinner and gave us flowers. We became very fond of Scotland
and its kind and gentle people. In 1997, my youngest daughter Karen and
I toured the north of Scotland and visited Perth for a week, again planting
flowers and laying potted flowers on both graves that are side by side.
The military section of this cemetery is kept clean and tidy and we were
impressed how this grateful, beautiful country of Scotland appreciated
the sacrifices made by Canadians during the Second World War.

The younger sister Theresa added (30 August 2001):

In his last letter to my mother dated April 13, 1942, my brother wrote that
he was supposed to leave for England in a week’s time where he would
be a Pilot Instructor as he was finishing his course in two days. Instead,
what must have happened is that when there was that terrible attack by
the Germans on April 16, all the graduate students must have been sent
into battle where he was killed. I hope that God has a special, horrible
place for monsters like Hitler that brought such horror to the world.

My brother was a wonderful human being, not only was he a responsible
and caring person by trying to help mother during our difficult financial
times by making lacy wooden ornaments which he sold door to door as
well as other things — projects he picked from magazines to help pay for
his books and tuition. He also had a marvellous sense of humour and was
very handsome. I was most proud of him although he liked to tease me
in a fun way. We often laughed at his antics.

Because the war was going so badly for the Allies during the two years
after Poland was attacked and fell to the Germans, he decided to enlist
(before conscription) instead of continuing with his studies in his second
year of University at St. Paul’s College. After he was stationed in Perth,
Scotland he was pleasantly surprised to learn that many Polish pilots had
joined the RAF to fight against the Germans to regain Poland’s freedom.
It is ironic that at the end of the war, Poland was betrayed by the Allies
and handed over to communist Russia.

de Rzonca Lake (64 P/14), northeast of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Descoteaux, Leading Aircraftman Louis J. of Elmwood
(R 116062). Royal Canadian Air Force. He died 12 January 1943
at the age of 22 and is commemorated at St. Boniface Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was the son of Romeo and Delphine Descoteaux of
St. Boniface and was survived by his wife Hilda Descoteaux of
Elmwood. Descoteaux Lake (64 J/12), west of Tadoule Lake was
named after him in 1975.

Desieyes, Flight Sergeant Jean G. of Winnipeg (R 59777). No. 434
Squadron. He died 28 September 1943 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Frederic and Edith Desieyes of Winnipeg.
Desieyes Lake (64 C/15), northwest of Arbour Lake was named
after him in 1979.

Desilets, Flying Officer Albert A. of Norwood (J 26514). No. 206
Squadron. He died 15 July 1944 at the age of 23 and is

commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Wilfrid and Lillian Desilets of Norwood.
Desilets Lake (64 P/10), east of Nejanilini Lake was named after
him in 1974.

Desjardins, Sergeant J. A. Guy of St. Boniface
(SH 61667). Royal 22nd Regiment. He died
20 May 1953 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the United Nations Cemetery
in Pusan, South Korea. He was one of the 12
children of Alexander J. and Maria Desjardins
of St. Vital.

The young Sergeant ... was last seen fighting the
enemy with a pistol in his right hand and a sten gun
in his left. [According to his commanding officer Lieutenant Colonel
Poulin] “Desjardins wanted to do a really good show.” He took his patrol
up the forward slopes of the enemy’s positions, found nothing and
withdrew. He crossed and re-crossed the river several times looking for
likely ambush spots. Then he got impatient, went downstream about
1500 yards. We were out of touch since he was ordered not to use his
wireless unless he wanted help — lest he gave his position away. So he
snooped around. He was just about to come back when his group was
challenged by a Chinese standing waist high above a paddy dyke. Private
Gilles Gibeault of Granby, Quebec threw a grenade and at once the
enemy threw ten grenades among them. If we’d known where they were,
we could have given them artillery and mortar support, but in the fight
that broke out the signaller must have been hurt (Winnipeg Free Press 30
June 1953).

In one of his last letters home he wrote in part:

Dear Mom, Dad and Kids: How are you all? I'm fine except for a cold
which is very easy to catch here because of the humidity and cold at
night. It rained for a while, but now the sun shines again. I was glad to
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read your letter yesterday, Mom, it really helps our morale to get news.
I'm glad to hear Dad is fine and still working ... also Julie working at the
Manitoba Telephones. That’s nice, Julie, I hope you keep this job. Oh yes,
I received a letter from your boyfriend and I forgot what his address is, but
would you thank him for me? It was very nice of him to write to me.

I guess dad will be taking his holidays soon. Well, Winnipeg certainly is
a beautiful place to have a holiday. Dad, out here in Korea the sun shines
bright but that’s all. Mountains and valleys are all we see — no
vegetation, just scrubby bushes here and there. The earth is a rusty brown
colour and nothing grows around here except rice which is the Koreans’
main dish.

It has been fairly quiet out here except for the artillery shelling at night
and machine gun fire, but we are in a reserve position now. We expect
to go up on the line, which is now about two miles from where we are
now, in two weeks or maybe sooner — we never know. We have over 100
Koreans working for us. They are small men but can carry 200 pounds
on their backs up a steep hill. They all wear surplus olive drab uniforms
given to them by the American Army. All they eat is rice and tea. The
earth is poisonous here; so is the water polluted. That is why they do not
grow anything in the valleys. I must get back to work now, but will write
again soon. Send me Ben’s address. Love to Mom, Dad and Kids. Your
son, Guy (30 April 1953).

Desjardins Lake (53 E/14), south of Fairy Rock Lake was named
after this Korean War casualty in 1998.

Deslaurier, Private Leon of Winnipeg (H 6750).
Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 20 December
1941 and is commemorated at the Sai Wan
Memorial in Hong Kong. The Sai Wan
Memorial forms the entrance to Sai Wan War
Cemetery and bears the names of more than
2000 Commonwealth servicemen who died in
the Battle of Hong Kong, or subsequently in
captivity, who have no known grave.
Deslaurier Lake (64 1/15), northeast of North Knife Lake was
named after him in 1974.

Desmarais, Sergeant Benoit of St. Boniface (R 124068). He
served with No. 36 Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died
8 October 1942 at the age of 19 and is commemorated at the Ottawa
Memorial. He was the son of Louis and Marie Desmarais of St.
Boniface. Desmarais Lake (64 O/6), southeast of Nueltin Lake
was named after him in 1975.

Devenish, Lieutenant Robert G. of Winnipeg. Royal Canadian
Engineers. He died 5 April 1941 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of William and Jean Devenish of
Winnipeg. Devenish Lake (53 F/13), east of Angling Lake was
named after him in 1996.

Dewart, Flying Officer Douglas Lyle of Elva (J 44346). No. 19
Squadron. He died 29 January 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
He was the son of Joseph and Annie Dewart of Elva, Manitoba.
Dewart Lake (64 N/11), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Dey, Pilot Officer Robert of Winnipeg
(J 90571). No. 103 Squadron. He died 26 July
1944 at the age of 30 and is commemorated at
Orleans Main Cemetery, Loiret, France. He
was the second youngest of the 15 children of
Fred and Marcianna Dey of Elmwood and was
survived by his wife Ruth Dey of Winnipeg.
She writes (5 March 1996):
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He was a true gentleman, dedicated, an excellent craftsman, caring and
thoughtful with a quiet sense of humour. He loved to read, was involved
with the community club, ice skating and participated in roller skating at
the Winnipeg Roller Rink. He will always be deeply loved and missed.

Dey Island (53 L/8) in Wapeeminakoskak Lake was named after
him in 1995.

Diamond, Private Norman A. of Birtle (H 20745). Perth
Regiment. He died 29 September 1944 at the age of 24 and is
commemorated at Coriano Ridge War Cemetery in Italy. He was
the son of Franklin and Leslie Diamond of Solsgirth, Manitoba.
Diamond Island (64 1/1) in South Knife Lake was named after him
in 1989.

Dickens, Ordinary Seaman Alexander J. W. of Winnipeg
(V 9575). HMCS Margaree. The Margaree was lost in the North
Atlantic after collision with the freighter Port Fairy while escorting
the five ship Convoy OL.8; 142 of her ship’s company were lost,
many of whom were survivors of Fraser's tragic sinking. Ordinary
Seaman Dickens died 22 October 1940 at the age of 19 and is
commemorated at the Halifax Memorial. He was the son of James
and Millicent Dickens of Winnipeg. Dickens Lake (54 L/6),
southwest of Churchill was named after him in 1957.

Dickinson, Sergeant Harry of Winnipeg (R 157281). No. 11
Advanced Flying School, RCAF. He died 21 July 1943 at the age
of 19 and is commemorated at Blacon Cemetery in Cheshire,
England. He was the son of Frederick and Margaret Dickinson of
Winnipeg. Dickinson Lake (64 G/4), west of Southern Indian Lake
was named after him in 1985.

Dickinson, Private Leslie W. of Willen (H 20614). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 23 July 1944 and is commemorated
at Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados,
France. He was survived by his wife Mrs. Lorna Dickinson.

Dickinson Island (63 P/3) in Giffin Lake was named after him in
1995.

Dickson, Lieutenant Chester S. of Winnipeg.
Ontario Tank Regiment. He died 12 May 1944
and is commemorated at the Cassino War
Cemetery in Italy. Contemporary newspaper
coverage described the circumstances of his
enlistment:

A young married man who volunteered to join the
army Wednesday, willing to give up an $1800-a-
year job and his summer holidays, Chester Stuart
Dickson, Winnipeg, route salesman for the Rumford Laundry, said he
hoped other young men would do the same. Sometime ago he joined the
1st Cavalry Division, Winnipeg’s reserve army service corps unit, on the
understanding that when the call to active service came he would be
ready, he explained. Now that additional units for the 4th Division
Supply Column, army service corps, were being mobilized, he had
determined to honour his pledge, he said.

Wednesday, he obtained one day’s leave of absence from work and went
down to the city army recruiting station in the Orpheum Theatre, 283 Fort
Street. “I think every man in a reserve unit should volunteer,” he said.
“I'm giving up a good job and it’s not fair that others should sit back.
Some of my relations ask me why I should go when there are still young
men unemployed and others who hang around pool rooms most of the
day” (n.d.).

Dickson Island (64 O/16) in Hutton Lake was named after him in
1995.



Diehl, Private Raymond J. of Cypress River (H 1807). Canadian
Scottish Regiment. He died 19 February 1945 at the age of 21 and
is commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the son of George A. and Maud E. Diehl of
Cypress River. Diehl Lake (64 N/3), southwest of Nueltin Lake
was named after him in 1972.

Digney, Flight Lieutenant Roderick J. of Winnipeg (J 9497). No.
424 Squadron. He died 31 March 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Durnbach War Cemetery in Bavaria, Germany.
Digney Lake (64 C/11), northwest of Granville Lake was named
after him in 1972.

Dillabough, Private Lawson of Transcona
(H 18077). Princess Louise Dragoon Guards.
He died 17 December 1944 at the age of 29 and
is commemorated at the Cassino Memorial in
Italy. He was the son of Duncan and L.
Dillabough and was survived by his wife Mary
Dillabough of West Selkirk and their four
children. She writes (5 April 1998):

Lawson was born in Selkirk, Manitoba; he attended school there. He was
an excellent baseball player which got him employment at the Sturgeon
River Gold Mine in Ontario ... also the Cordite war plant in Transcona.
He enlisted in the Canadian Army on November 17 and was killed by
machine gun fire exactly 13 months after enlisting.

Dillabough Lake (64 K/16), northeast of Lac Brochet was named
after him in 1972.

Dingle, Pilot Officer John T. of Winnipeg
(J 24270). No. 4 Service Flying Training
School, RCAF. He died 30 May 1943 at the age
of 22 and is commemorated at Elmwood
Cemetery in Winnipeg. He was the son of
Frederick and Kate Dingle of Winnipeg and
was survived by his wife Isabel Dingle of Elm
Creek. Dingle Lake (64 P/2), southeast of
Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1974.

Dingwall, Rifleman George ‘“Geordie” of
Deloraine (H 41607). Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
He died 6 June 1944 during the invasion of
Normandy. He was 33 years old and is
commemorated at Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War
Cemetery in Calvados, France. He was the
third of the ten children of James and Mary
Dingwall of Deloraine. His brother reports that
he worked on farms and trapped and hunted in
the Whitewater and Swan River areas prior to enlisting. Dingwall
Lake (64 H/1), south of Hogg Lake was named after him in 1995.

Dinicol, Sapper Louie of Winnipeg (H 102623). Royal Canadian
Engineers. He died 21 May 1944 at the age of 33 and is
commemorated at the Cassino War Cemetery in Italy. He was the
son of Saverio and Mary Dinicol of Winnipeg. Dinicol Lake
(63 O/5), southeast of Highrock Lake was named after him in 1973.

Dion, Warrant Officer 2 Walter L. of The Pas (R 116350). No. 122
Squadron. He died 16 March 1943 and is commemorated at the
Ottawa Memorial. The inscription there reads “1939 — 1945: In
honoured memory of the men and women of the air forces of the
British Commonwealth and Empire who gave their lives in Canada
in the United States of America and in neighbouring lands and who
have no known grave.” Dion Island (64 N/10) in Tice Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Dionne, Trooper Philip of Flin Flon (H 100244). Elgin Regiment. He
died 1 May 1943 at the age of 20 and is commemorated at Brookwood
Military Cemetery in Surrey, England. He was the son of Joe and
Philomene Dionne (née Cursiteur) of Sturgeon Landing, Saskatchewan.
According to his niece (24 July 1999): “... Philip took a short cut to get
back to Base when he was killed. He had to cut across a field where the
fighter planes were taking off at night. He was not missed until the next
morning when they were doing roll call.” Dionne Lake (64 H/9), north
of Freeman Lake was named after him in 1995.

Dixon, Private Alvin G. of Swan River
(H 10855). Essex Scottish Regiment. He died
1 March 1945 at the age of 35 and is
commemorated at the Groesbeek Canadian War

Cemetery in Holland. He was the son of John

and Mary Dixon and was survived by his wife

Grace Dixon of Swan River and by their four

children. His Personnel Selection Record

indicates that he was “appraised” as follows:

* Dixon, 34, A-1 category, is a quiet man, rather pleasant, straightforward
and friendly. He talks easily and seems quite sensible and steady. His
attitude seems good. “M” test indicates low average Army ability, has
Grade 7 education and has had considerable experience driving tractors
and trucks. Should make an efficient driver (31 July 1943).

* Getting along pretty well. His side bothers him in doubling, result of
an old operation. Bit worried over one of his children who has sugar
diabetes. Platoon Commander agrees that Dixon should have a medical
recheck (24 September 1943).

* Drove a truck and did some garage work about 6 years. He says he is
short of breath when doubling. His right index finger is deformed since
it was cut in a mower (24 September 1943).

¢ Just returned from Woodstock where he qualified as Dvr. 1.C. 16 Feb
44. He said he liked it very much especially 1st week. He should be
suitable now for overseas Service (24 February 1944).

From “Somewhere in Holland” he wrote:

Dear Grace and Family: Here I am for a few lines as we are on the move
again and I haven’t very much time. But I got my pictures and I thought I
would send them while I had a chance. They are not too bad. We have had
a little more training which was supposed to be a rest. But I guess there is
no rest till this is over, and I hope it’s not too long. Things are going pretty
good now. I am sure fed up on it. The weather is pretty miserable and wet
all the time. So disgusted that it’s even hard to write a letter. I thought when
I got out this time I would be able to get the girls shoes, but with training
and what not, I didn’t get a chance. But some of these days I hope to get a
chance. I shouldn’t of promised them till I had them (15 February 1945).

He sent two letters to his family from “Somewhere in Germany” a
week before his death:

Dear Grace and Family: Well, here I am again for a few lines as I haven’t
been able to write these last few days. But I have a little while before dark,
so this will be kind of short. I got your last letter a couple of days ago and
was glad to get it and one from Bert. But I still haven’t been able to answer
it. I didn’t lose my pen, but I did lose my ink so I am just about as bad as
with no pen. No, I don’t know of anything that I wish for over here unless
you send a ticket for home is about all I ask for and hope for. Well, it
shouldn’t be so hard for you to be able to learn to drive a car as you used to
be able. Yes, I guess it is a long wait for me coming home; I know it sure
is for me. But it may not be so long. I sure hope not anyway. Well you will
soon be able to go to dances again. Well there isn’t very much to say that
you don’t hear over the radio any more than it is noisy here. I have never
seen or heard from Stan Mault or saw any of the boys from [home] for a
long time. It will be a big change for Stan; it is for us all. But all we can
hope for is it to be over soon. The weather isn’t quite so cold as it was, but
still pretty wet and raining a lot. But the grass is turning green. Ihave a few
more pictures here that I will send you soon. I am not able to get much stuff
these days and to help things out I lost my small pack a couple of days ago
and three or four hundred cigarettes. So I can start all over again. Well, I
am glad that you are all feeling good, as I am pretty good. Will write in a
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day or two or tomorrow if I get a chance at all and hope that this finds you
all in the best of health. Love to all, Alvin (24 February 1945).

Dear Grace and Family: I don’t know just how much time I have left so
might not get done. Well for a change it is a nice day with a little sunshine
which we all like to see as it gives the planes a chance to work. And do
they ever. Ihad a letter from Bert last night. I had wrote him one on the
2 of Feb. and he had it and one back by the 24th, so that’s good time. You
should go and see about your eyes before they get too bad and get glasses
if you need them. I guess [Jane] and Elva are quite the big girls now, but
I suppose Sonny can look after himself. He must be quite a man now!
How I would love to be with you all again and be able to see how the
family are growing. But I guess it will be quite a while yet. The boys are
getting pretty optimistic, saying that it will be over by Easter. I sure hope
they are right. It can finish any time and it sure won’t hurt my feelings
any. But these [Germans] seem hard to convince they are beat and have
been for a long time. And for good this time. Do you see Charlie at all
and what does he think of it all? I guess he will be pretty satisfied to see
them fall proper this time. Say, I got another picture of myself that I had
taken when I was on my 48 but it looks like ... I hadn’t ... shaved for a
week. Which has happened a few times, but I was shaved when my
picture was taken. But if you don’t like it, it will always help to light the
fire, and another post card and another bill of this useless money which
there is a lot of amongst the boys these days. Have the girls got all the
different kinds? I have sent them either 5 or 6 different ones and I hope
they have got their hankies by this [time]. They sure have lovely stuff in
the countries we have come through, but sure expensive. I can’t think of
much to say that you don’t already know if your radio is still going. So I
guess I will say By-by for this time. But will write every chance I get.
Were the four letters you got in one week new? That’s pretty good — 4 in
one week. Well, I hope this finds you all in the best of health as I am fine.
With lots of love to all and good luck. Love, Alvin (25 February 1945).

Dixon Island (63 P/10) in Armstrong Lake was named after him in 1995.

Dixon, Warrant Officer 1 Gordon H. of
Winnipeg (533999). No. 12 Squadron, RAF.
He enlisted in August, 1936 and died 27 April
1945. He was 31 years of age and is
commemorated at Didcot Cemetery in
Berkshire, England. He was the son of Joseph
and C. Dixon and was survived by his wife
Dorothy M. Dixon of Didcot, Berkshire,
England. Dixon Point (64 P/12) on Nejanilini
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Dobbs, Pilot Officer Fernand W. of Winnipeg (J 93872). No. 424
Squadron. He died 12 January 1945 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey, England.
Dobbs Island (64 N/9) in Nahili Lake was named after him in 1995.

Dobbyn, Flying Officer Joseph L. of Melita (J 18666). No. 50

Squadron, Distinguished Flying Cross.
This officer has flown on operations against such well defended German
targets as Berlin, Hanover, Leipzig and Stuttgart. On three occasions, his
aircraft has been attacked by enemy fighters while making the bombing
run but each time, Flying Officer Dobbyn, undeterred, resolutely pressed
home his attack. At all times he has displayed outstanding skill, courage
and devotion to duty (DFC Citation 1949).

He died 23 March 1944 at the age of 22 and is commemorated at
the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery in Germany. He was the son

of Joseph and Helen Dobbyn. Dobbyn Lake (64 C/T), northwest of
Granville Lake was named after him in 1947.

Dobesch, Flying Officer Burghard H. of Winnipeg (J 36379). No.
19 Training Unit. RCAF. He died 26 May 1944 at the age of 22 and
is commemorated at Fettercairn Cemetery in Kincardineshire,
Scotland. He was the son of Richard and Mary Dobesch of
Winnipeg. Dobesch Lake (64 1/10), west of Tadoule Lake was
named after him in 1975.
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Dobson, Warrant Officer 1 Amos R. of
Manitou (R 116474). No. 45 Squadron. He
died 22 June 1944 at the age of 23 and is
commemorated at Manitou Community
Cemetery. He was the son of Amos and
Hannah Dobson of Manitou. Dobson Lake
(64 N/11), southwest of Nueltin Lake was
named after him in 1972.

Dobson, Pilot Officer Lorne G. of Ninga
(J 17746). No. 99 Squadron. He died 15
March 1943 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Maynamati War Cemetery,
Bangladesh. He was the son of George and
Lazetta Dobson of Ninga. According to his
sister (2 January 1995):

Early in 1942 he was assigned to the RAF and was

sent to the Middle East where he remained for a
short time and was posted to the Far East. He piloted Wellington
bombers in the campaign waged against the Japanese who had infiltrated
Burma and were at that time posing a very serious threat to India and
peripheral areas.

Dobson Island (63 P/11) in Pikwitonei Lake was named after him
in 1995.

Docking, Sergeant Robert O. of Minnedosa (R 59295). No. 115
Squadron. He died 17 June 1941 at the age of 21 and is
commemorated at Marham Cemetery in Norfolk, England. He was
the son of Clifford and Lilly Docking of Minnedosa. Docking
Lake (64 C/3), east of Russell Lake was named after him in 1993.

Dodd, Private Charles A. of Ekhart (H 103756).
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. He
died 11 May 1944 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Bari War Cemetery in Italy.
He was the son of Richard and Alice Dodd of
Balmoral, Manitoba. He attended school there
before enlisting in November, 1942. His niece
remembers him (18 September 2001) as “... a
fun-loving person who loved to tease and had
many friends. He was raised on a farm and was very close to his
family.” Dodd Lake (64 G/4), northeast of Grandmother Lake was
named after him in 1994.

Dodds, Pilot Officer Vernon F. of Winnipeg
(J 89743). No. 405 Squadron. He died 21 July
1944 at the age of 23 and is commemorated at
Tubbergen Roman Catholic Cemetery, Holland.
He was the son of William and Dorice Dodds
and was survived by his wife Eleanor Dodds of
Winnipeg. She writes (6 June 1998):

[He was] educated at Gladstone, Earl Grey and

Kelvin High School. He worked for [the] T. Eaton
Company when he enlisted with the RCAF in 1942. He married in
March of 1943 and graduated from AOS, Portage la Prairie in June of
‘43. He was shipped overseas in July of 1943.

Dodds Island (63 N/10) in Flatrock Lake was named after him in 1995.

Dodgson, Private Arthur M. of Portage la Prairie (H 14525).
Calgary Highlanders. He died 6 April 1945 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the eldest of the 10 children of John and Ivy
Dodgson and the husband of Mabel Dodgson of Portage la Prairie.
Dodgson Lake (64 K/11), northeast of Reindeer Lake was named
after him in 1972.



Doerksen, Private Henry of Morden (H 1234).
Royal Regiment of Canada. He died 3 March
1945 at the age of 25 and is commemorated at
the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in
Holland. He was the eldest of the 10 children of
Henry and Katharina Doerksen of Morden. His
sister recalls their pre-war years together on the
farm (5 May 1993):

My brother Henry and myself used to look after the children and Henry
had to feed the four horses [and] get them ready and I would cook the
meal and pack it and we would take it out to the field where mother and
dad were, father on binder and mother stooking. Henry would bring
home the other four horses and leave the ones he brought for dad to hitch
up to the binder. I would bring the youngest one (for mother to nurse)
and the other three boys and then take them all home and keep them busy
and Henry would take the horses in the barn, water and feed them and
then he’d come and help me with the children. Henry was a gentle
person and always did his work.

When war broke out, I think we all had to go and fill out papers (or at
least Henry did) and where the word “Nationality” was, he put “Dutch”
instead of “Mennonite” so our parents were upset. But we did not like to
be called Mennonite since we were teased in school being the only
Mennonite family. My parents arranged for Henry to work in a
[Conscientious Objector] camp since they did not believe in going to war,
or rather, did not believe in killing. So when Henry joined the Army
later, my mother was very sad but did not feel so bad about it after Henry
went overseas and was asked to be a stretcher bearer.

“Stretcher Henry” as he came to be known to his comrades, was hit
by machine gun and mortar fire while tending the wounded in the
Hochwald Forest, Germany. Doerksen Lake (64 B/13), north of
Opachuanau Lake was named after him in 1984.

Doig, Flying Officer John of Winnipeg (J 16112). No. 424
Squadron. He died 31 March 1944 at the age of 31 and is
commemorated at the Hanover War Cemetery in Germany. He was
the son of George and Isabella Doig of Winnipeg. Doig Lake
(64 O/4), south of Nueltin Lake was named after him in 1961.

Dolding, Flight Sergeant Arthur J. of
Winnipeg (R 101954). No. 405 Squadron. He
died 17 November 1942 at the age of 22 and is
commemorated at Saffron Walden Cemetery in
Essex, England. He was the son of Frederick
and Clara Dolding of St. James. According to
his brother (3 April 1995), he:

.. was born at the Grace Hospital in Winnipeg

[and] grew up in the family home at 360 Olive
Street, St. James. Art attended Bannatyne and Linwood Schools and
played the usual high school sports. While attending high school, he
worked for Carman Ruttan, former druggist and herbalist then located at
Aldine Street and Portage Avenue.

Art joined the RCAF in 1940 and became Sergeant before going
overseas. Following several flights over Europe, he was made Captain
of a Halifax aircraft. While taking a test flight, the mid-upper gunner
accidentally fired into the starboard engine causing complete hydraulic
failure. Captain Dolding chose to stay with his aircraft thus enabling his
crew to safely bail out.

Dolding Lake (64 P/3), southeast of Nejanilini Lake was named
after him in 1974.

Domres, Private Erdman of Steinbach (H 616905). General List,
Canadian Army. He died 1 January 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at St. Johns Lutheran Cemetery in Steinbach. He
was survived by his brother William Domres of Regina. Domres
Lake (64 N/1), southwest of Nueltin Lake was named after him in
1972.

Donald, Private James C. of West Kildonan (H 59832). Canadian
Forestry Corps. He died 12 December 1943 at the age of 39 and is
commemorated at Old Kildonan Presbyterian Cemetery in
Winnipeg. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Donald of West
Kildonan. Donald Island (64 N/10) in Tatowaycho Lake was
named after him in 1995.

Donald, Pilot Officer James L. of Grandview (J 87044). No. 419
Squadron. He died 15 February 1944 at the age of 25 and is
commemorated at Magleby Churchyard, Langeland, Denmark. He
was the son of Leo and Mary Donald of Grandview. Donald Bay
(64 O/16) on Doney Lake was named after him in 1987.

Donen, Warrant Officer 2 Samuel J. of Winnipeg (R 110578). No.
45 Ferry Command. He died 7 September 1943 at the age of 22 and
is commemorated at Christiansborg War Cemetery, Ghana. Donen
Lake (64 1/14), northwest of North Knife Lake was named after
him in 1974.

Doney, Warrant Officer 2 Sydney R. of Winnipeg (R 59859). No.
1664 Conversion Unit, RCAF. He died 22 November 1943 at the
age of 22 and is commemorated at Stonefall Cemetery in Yorkshire,
England. He was the son of Sydney and Jane Doney of Winnipeg.
Doney Lake (64 O/16), north of Nejanilini Lake was named after
him in 1975.

Donnelly, Assistant Steward James of Winnipeg. SS Empire
Comet, Canadian Merchant Navy. The Empire Comet was lost
19 February 1942 and Steward Donnelly is commemorated at the
Halifax Memorial. Donnelly Lake (63 P/7), south of Cauchon
Lake was named after him in 2001.

Donogh, Lieutenant Oliver Roland of Rivers.
Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He died 19 July 1944
at the age of 22 and is commemorated at
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery
in Calvados, France. He was the eldest son of
Reverend Wallace R. and Mabel 1. Donogh of
Glenboro. He enlisted immediately upon
completion of his third year of studies at the
University of Manitoba. His brother writes
(4 October 2001):
Roland was the eldest of five children and throughout his short life set a
fine example for the rest of us. He was a first-rate athlete, a good
musician and a scholarship student at university. He was highly
principled, with a host of friends. While he and I served in the same
Regiment, I was recovering from wounds in hospital and wasn’t with him
when he was killed in the fighting south of Caen. Before his death, he
wrote glowingly of his engagement to a splendid English girl and was
looking forward to “after the war.” He is missed.
Donogh Island (63 J/13) in Wekusko Lake was named after him in
1972.

Donoghue, Flight Lieutenant James Edward “Ted” of St. Vital
(J 20234). No. 409 Squadron. He died 13 January 1945 at the age
of 24 and is commemorated at the Adegem Canadian War Cemetery
in Belgium. He was the son of James Eugene and Hildagarde K.
Donoghue of Winnipeg. Shortly after his death, his parents
received a letter from his cousin:

Dear Hilda, Gene and Jack: This letter will leave many things unsaid
simply because I can’t find the words to express what I feel. I have just
returned from Lille, France, where I paid our respects to Ted and visited
his squadron. Ted and Mac were buried January 16th and the details
should be a source of consolation to all of us. Flying Officer Rolly
explained that Squadron Leader Conroy, Royal Air Force Catholic Padre,
said the mass for Ted in the little village church of Lille, Veneville, about
three miles southeast of Lille proper. It was the largest and most
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impressive funeral that Rolly has attended. There was a 100 per cent
attendance of the squadron as well as a large number from the wing. As
this I know will please you — a great number of civilians from the village
attended the mass, dressed in their Sunday clothes to pray for these two
men who had fought not only for Canada but for all Frenchmen. As a
result, the village church was packed to the doors. It was a cold, bright
day with snow on the ground. Despite the cold, every villager and the
squadron accompanied the air force vehicles carrying the caskets to the
cemetery for prayers at the grave. The villagers remained until the end.

Thus, Ted’s funeral not only was one with full, military honours but what
is more important, was intensely Catholic. The graves were banked with
a mass of flowers from the Squadron, Wing and villagers. How or where
the villagers obtained these in January is a mystery but they were sent
through the mayor on behalf of the village. After learning these details
from Flying Officer Rolly, I paid a visit to the cemetery which is on the
northwest fringe of the village. Ted and Mac [Flight Lieutenant McPhail]
are buried side by side — just as they flew — in the northwest corner of the
cemetery. Lille Vendeville Cemetery is typical of most prosperous
French villages. Its entrance is a wrought iron gate with a low red brick
wall on each side. The cemetery is surrounded by a low green hedge and
there is abundant evidence of attention and care characteristic of the
French in this respect. It will interest you to know that Canadians are
very popular with the villagers and I feel sure they will care for Ted’s
grave as if he were one of their own boys.

When Ted and I met in Normandy back in mid-August, he made a request
that if anything happened he would like me to prepare his personal
effects for shipment home. Neither of us had any premonitions at the
time and we agreed to make the arrangement mutual. Unfortunately, in
the rush of events in war he overlooked giving the adjutant my address.
Thus, the first knowledge I had of the accident was contained in a letter
from Colleen received January 30th and I left for Lille on the 31st. Since
we had agreed to the arrangement, I took the liberty of enquiring about
his personal effects and was informed that two fellow officers, supervised
by the Adjutant, had packed them for shipment to you. Ted had made
particular mention of his camera so I asked specifically about it and
Flying Officer Rolly told me it was the first item that he had packed.
Since it is of considerable value, Ted wanted to be sure that it reached
you. You can rest assured that every personal item has been well taken
care of by his friends.

There is something else I want to tell you. Ted loved flying and he had
a strong sense of duty. Ted died not only doing his duty but doing a job
he loved. He prayed each time he flew and I like to think that God
wanted Ted with him because He knew Ted so well; after all, we want
those we love best close to us — we overseas feel that very strongly.
There’s little more that I can say at the moment. The words to tell you
how I feel just won’t come. It is sufficient to say that since coming
overseas I have considered Ted more of a young brother than a cousin.
Love, Jask (3 February 1945).

Donoghue Lake (53 F/12), south of Hilton Lake was named after
him in 1995. This feature was named in conjunction with nearby
McPhail Lake (in Ontario) as Flight Lieutenants Donoghue and
McPhail were close friends who died in the same aircraft.

Donovan, Private Valentine A. of Winnipeg
(H 6527). Winnipeg Grenadiers. He died 19
December 1941 and is commemorated at the
Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong. He was the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Donovan of
Winnipeg. Donovan Island (64 H/5) in
Missinipi Lake was named after him in 1995.

Doran, Pilot Officer William L. of Neepawa (J 86233). No. 408
Squadron. He died 15 March 1944 at the age of 29 and is
commemorated at Hilsenheim Communal Cemetery, Bas-Rhin,
France. He was the son of William and Jessie Doran and was
survived by his wife Marjorie Doran of Edmonton. Doran Lake
(64 B/5), west of Ruttan Lake was named after him in 1995.
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Dorrian, Private James of Winnipeg (291603). 44th Battalion
(New Brunswick Regiment). He died 17 February 1918 at the age
of 26 and is commemorated at Sucrerie Cemetery, Ablain-
St.Nazaire, Pas de Calais, France. He was survived by his wife
Elizabeth Dorrian of Ballywater, County Down, Ireland.
According to his granddaughter (1 February 1988):
Sometime around 1909 at the age of 20 my Grandfather and his brother
immigrated to Canada from Ireland, with my Grandfather eventually
settling in the Norwood area of Winnipeg. The two brothers enlisted on
February 10, 1916 and were assigned to the 222nd Regiment. They were
later transferred to the 44th which was a New Brunswick regiment. They
fought in the same battles in France until my grandfather was wounded.
He went to his parents’ home in Ireland to recover, but apparently he was
worried about his brother so he went back to the battle before he really
had to. As he was going back, his brother was being sent out on leave.
The two lines passed each other and as far as I understand they had a
chance to touch each other as they passed. My grandfather was killed
shortly after this.
Dorrian Lake (64 1/11), north of Quinn Lake was named after this
World War I casualty in 1989.

Dorval, Trooper Oscar A. of Morden (K 38108). Royal Canadian
Armoured Corps. He died 3 July 1943 at the age of 31 and is
commemorated at Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England. He was the son of Oscar A. and Ethel M. Dorval and was
survived by his wife Gladys C. Dorval of Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Dorval Lake (53 K/11), southeast of Edmund Lake was named after
him in 1996.

Dorward, Flying Officer David T. of Killarney, Manitoba
(J 14637). No. 10 Operational Training Unit, RCAF. He died 3
June 1943 at the age of 20 and is commemorated at the Runnymede
Memorial in Surrey, England. Dorward Lake (64 P/4), south of
Nejanilini Lake was named after him in 1974.

Douglas, Able Seaman Albert of Winnipeg (V 9393). HMCS
Ottawa. The Ottawa was escorting Convoy ON.127 in the North
Atlantic when it was struck by two torpedoes from U-91; 114 of her
ship’s company were lost. Able Seaman Douglas died 13
September 1942 at the age of 28 and is commemorated at the
Halifax Memorial. He was the son of John and Elizabeth Douglas
of Keewatin, Ontario and was survived by his wife Alma I. Douglas
of Carlyle, Saskatchewan. Douglas Point (63 1/3) on Muhekun
Lake was named after him in 1995.

Douglas, Private Harry of Ninette (H 20403). Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders. He died 19 August 1942 at the age of 29
and is commemorated at Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery in Seine-
Maritime, France. He was the son of William and Ida Douglas and
was survived by his wife Inez Douglas of Ninette. Douglas
Peninsula (64 G/4) on Dickinson Lake was named after him in
1994.

Douglas, Private Lyall F. of MacGregor (H 8139). Royal Canadian
Rifle Regimen