
 
 

   

Livestock Feed and Transportation Drought Assistance Program 
Frequently Asked Questions  

 
 
 
What is the purpose of the Livestock Feed and Transportation Drought Assistance Program? 
The program was developed in consultation with industry to help meet the needs of Manitoba producers experiencing 
low moisture levels.   
 
The program will assist livestock producers affected by low moisture conditions in 2021 to purchase feed in order to 
maintain their breeding herds. Producers may be eligible to apply for two types of assistance: 
1. Feed assistance - buy and test feed for eligible breeding animals 
2. Feed transportation assistance - transport purchased feed from distant locations for eligible breeding animals 

 
Who is eligible for the Livestock Feed and Transportation Drought Assistance Program? 
Primary producers who owned or leased the eligible animals, located in Manitoba, as of June 1, 2021 and continued 
to own or lease them to March 15, 2022 or later are eligible. Elk producers must have a Game Farm Production 
Licence and only elk farmed under that licence are eligible. 
 
Eligible animals include breeding head of beef and dairy cattle, horses raised for Pregnant Mare Urine (PMU), sheep, 
goats, bison, and elk. Breeding animals are mature females exposed to breeding (male or artificial insemination) and 
males used previously for breeding. 
 
The producer must own or lease a minimum of 10 animals (by animal type) to apply for the program. 
 
How do I apply? 
Applicants can download the Application Form, Declaration of Eligible Breeding Animals, and associated program 
documents on the website at manitoba.ca/agriculture. Application packages can also be picked up at any of the 
ARD/MASC Service Centres, or mailed to you by calling us at 1-844-769-6224. The minimum value of receipts 
required to submit an application is $500.  
 
Review the AgriRecovery Drought Assistance – Farmers Guidebook for detailed information on eligible and 
ineligible costs and other program requirements.  
 
When is the deadline to apply to the program? 
April 15, 2022 is the final day to apply. 
 
Can multiple applications be submitted? 
Yes, you can submit more than one application until program maximums are reached.  
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1. Feed Assistance 
 

What feed assistance can I apply for? 
The eligible feeds that can be purchased for eligible animals from June 1, 2021 to March 15, 2022 to maintain them 
over the winter include:  
 grazed corn and greenfeed 
 mechanically harvested hay, silage, greenfeed, stover, straw, including those purchased as standing crops or 

grazed in a swath 
 grain and concentrates (pulses, oilseeds, canola meal, soybean meal, screenings, dried distillers grain and 

other feeds as approved by the Program Administrator) 
 
When can eligible feeds be purchased? Are claims retro-active to a certain date? 
Eligible feed purchases can occur from June 1, 2021 to March 15, 2022.  
 
Is there assistance for feed testing the eligible feedstuffs? 
Yes, the program will pay for feed testing to determine the nutritional value of eligible feeds.  
 
Can feed be purchased for feeders or non-breeding animals? 
No, feed for feeders, growing animals or non-breeding aged animals is not eligible under this program. 
 
How will livestock feed assistance payments be calculated? 
The administrator will make payments to the applicant for purchases and testing of Eligible Feed made between 
June 1, 2021 and March 15, 2022, as follows: 
 On a per breeding head basis, a producer share will be applied $50 per head for beef and dairy cattle, bison, 

elk, and horses (PMU only) and $10 per head for sheep and goats. 
 Payments will be equal to 75 per cent of the purchased cost of feed and feed testing that exceeds the producer 

share to a maximum per head payment. The maximum payment is $250 per head for beef and dairy cattle, 
bison, elk and horses (PMU only) and $50 per head for sheep and goats. 

 
How are the breeding head determined in calculating payments? 
 Breeding head are based on the number declared on the Declaration of Eligible Breeding Animals at the time of 

first application. The declaration is the number of head being maintained and fed over winter, and does not 
include animals that have or will be sold prior to March 15, 2022. If applicants reduce their breeding animals 
below the number declared with their first application, they should contact the Program Administrator and 
submit a new declaration. 
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2. Feed Transportation Assistance 
 
What feeds qualify for feed transportation assistance? 
Feed transportation assistance is provided for the movement of eligible feed types (hay, straw, greenfeed, stover, 
silage, grain and concentrates) to eligible breeding animals. The eligible concentrates are pulses, oilseeds, canola 
meal, soybean meal, screenings, dried distillers grain and other feeds as approved by the Program Administrator. 

 
What are the eligible dates and distances for feed transportation? 
Transportation costs for eligible feed purchased and transported between June 1, 2021 and March 15, 2022, for a 
minimum distance of 40 kilometres up to a maximum one-way distance of 600 kilometres. 
 
What are the payments for the feed transportation assistance?   
Payments will be calculated on the tonnes hauled on a per loaded kilometre basis up to 600 kilometres. 
 
For hay, straw, greenfeed, stover, and silage the payment rates are: 
 $0.16 per tonne kilometre for the first 100 kilometres of a haul 
 $0.10 per tonne kilometre for the remainder of a haul for up to an additional 500 kilometres.  
 
For grains and concentrate, the payment rate is $0.05 per tonne kilometre up to 600 kilometres. 
 
Payments for each receipt or invoice provided by the applicant will be the payment rate multiplied by the distance 
transported multiplied by the number of tonnes transported, or the amount of the receipt, whichever is less. Feed can 
be hauled further than 600 kilometres; however, the extra distance is not eligible for payment. 
 
Can feed be sourced from outside of Manitoba qualify for assistance? 
Feed can be sourced from outside Manitoba and the shipping will still be eligible based on the program’s rates and 
distances.  
 
Does the feed transportation assistance come out of the feed assistance funding? 
Feed transportation assistance is in addition to funding available to a producer for feed purchases. It is not subtracted 
from the $250 per head cap for beef, bison, elk and PMU horses or $50 cap for sheep and goats. 
 
Is feed transportation assistance available for animals moved to an alternate feeding location? 
Feed transportation assistance is not available for animals for which producers have received assistance to move 
eligible animals to an alternate feeding location under the Livestock Transportation Drought Assistance program. 
Alternate feeding locations should have adequate feed locally available for the animals moved.  
 
What feed is not eligible for feed transportation assistance? 
 Feed for market animals or ineligible animals. 
 Feed produced on your own operation. 
 Feed for breeding animals that are sold/culled prior to March 15, 2022. 
 Feed that is sold or replaces similar feed that is sold. 
 Feed transported less than 40 kilometres. 
 Feed transported to an alternate feeding location used to house eligible animals for which the applicant received 

payments under Livestock Transportation Drought Assistance. 


