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Amalgamation - Progress Update 

Every municipality with fewer than 1,000 residents and their municipal neighbour(s) have 
been provided with a Field Consultant to assist them with partnership discussions. 

Thank you for welcoming the Field Consultants into your municipalities to discuss the 
amalgamation initiative underway. The response has been positive. Conversations have 
occurred in 120 municipalities across the province.

As of early July the majority of municipalities with populations fewer than 1,000 residents 
were engaging in conversations with partners and many of those are making good headway 
on the preparation of an amalgamation plan. One plan has been completed and several more 
are expecting to complete plans before fall. 

Councils and CAO’s are working together to resolve specific challenges. The most difficult 
question has often been to determine what amalgamation partnership is the best fit for the 
community.  Would the community be better served by a merger of two, three or more 
partners?  Other issues discussed have included ward elections versus at-large, staff 
retention and office location.

Field Consultants are assisting municipalities in developing solutions to specific local 
challenges.  If you would like assistance in weighing different partnership options, please 
advise your Field Consultant or contact Local Government directly and we can model 
different options for your consideration.  Your Field Consultant can assist you in exploring 
alternative taxation approaches, different configurations for ward boundaries, opportunities  
for seeking public input on your plan or with the planning process itself.

As a goal, each amalgamation plan should: 

 ensure that all interested partners are part of the conversation in the development 
of new boundaries. 

 consider where people live, work, shop, play, and attend school as well as existing 
regional partnerships when determining partners and strive for larger partnerships 
where possible. 

 include a fair taxation model. 

 provide the greatest opportunity for the entire community to prosper in the long term. 
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Plans submitted must be accompanied by resolutions from all parties and be in the format 
prescribed by the Minister.  The format is available in your Guide to Municipal Amalgamation 
available on both the secure site and here on the public website.  We encourage you to have 
your Field Consultant review your draft plan.  

The Province will continue to fund efforts of the Field Consultants to assist in the development 
of local plans.  Municipalities are encouraged to take advantage of this resource.

Should you require assistance confirming partners; reviewing options or draft plans, please 
do not hesitate to contact your assigned Field Consultant directly or call (204) 945-2572 for 
further information.
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